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THE SQARLEJ'_EI_MEERNEL_OF HQLLAND WILTS
Nurse risks all in vain attempt

to save traitor

THE TRAITOR
OF ARNHEM

by

COL. PINTO

former heod of the
Dutich codmber

Fiplomage WI e

® In September, 1944, an entire Rritish airborne
regiment was wi ol af Arnhem, hetraved hy o
leader of the Dutch Resistance Hﬂﬂ-mrnl. (CHRISTIAN

LINDEMANS populariy known na King Rong
e wae arresf on the orders nf fﬂhmrl Finin

and sent to England for interrogation. where he con-
feaned all.

Flowen hack 1o Holland he wasg put into a prison
near The Hague to menit irial. Then, mysteriously, the
entire official dossier on Lindemans' atrocities dis.
appeared from the closelv-guarded Duich Counter-in.
telligence Headquariers.

NOW READ 0N
1

-

O far as | was con-

cerned, the mystery |

of the disappear-

ance of the Christian
from had  aiready

Lindeman’s dossier
the files of Headquarters

Counter-intelligence was

insoluble.
The file had varished |

rever set eves on 1t oanin
M rnnneml the Rp\V, AL

mana was Iving in A ecell of the
great, red-walled  prison  at
Beheveningen across the streteh
if bare sand dunet beiween The
Hague and the sea.

Far two vemrs, due to one
lay after another,
wwailted trinl

I wanted thix ftrial tn i{ake
place, so that Lindemans -whom
w many Duteh vouths and girls
nad wur.-clupprd a: ""The Bcarlet

de-
Lindemans
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L III.IIJ [ WP RS :\Iﬂl'lfl.'i FIELL Hll.lﬁ
nad worshipped ar: "The Scarlet
Pimpernel of Holland ' —might be
miblicly accused of betraying to
he Nazis the top-secret plans of
‘Operation Market Garden”™—ihe

ur invasion of Arnhem
Many in high plares
been wrongly
blamed for the disasier of Arn-
hem when 10000 British para-
dropped  [aially

iroopers were
:I.- Fumum fw = 8

Field-Marshr! Montgomery had
heent blamed. 11 was said that hix
stiFprise alttack wa: "too daring”

The Amerwean 100t Airborne
Division had been blamed far nnt
telieving  the British  through
Eindhoven

The Army Alr Reconnaissanee
had been blamed for nnt obsery-
ing the Panzer Division  during
mhservatinn patrnls ovér Armhem
the afteranon before the invaginm

despife the fart that {he Pan-
e ivisgom did not Aarrive unhil
riarkne-: har fallen,

Even the weather was hiamed

e
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EVEIT 1IME WrARLNEr Was DIRmea
had  been

BU nobody
blamed for the [act that
Christian Lindemans, hraggart

Reslstance Leader of the Dutrh
Interinr Forees, had gone farward
with the Canadians BEHIND the

German lines with full knowledge
nf the Arnhem plan after [ had
reported him as p suspected Nazl
agent!

Tt wa= a delicate slituation. Yet
toy many A olr own secrel agenis

men and women with whom 1
had =hared drinks and joined in
sng: armund the plann -had died
in Giestapn tnrture-kellars,  he-
traved by Lindemans. (or me 1o
e ahle to sit calmly now and see
the whole mailter of hiz puhlie
frial dwindle intn oblivion.

But in the middie nf my search
for ‘the Lindemans File T was
posted Lo duty in Germany,

He continued tn walt i Sche-
veningen Prison, and the  mud
stayed unstirred for s little while
Innger.



stayved unstirred for a Litle while

Im-}ﬁ.:-r'

en, aone morning In May nf
I8, articles began tn reappear
in the British and Continental
newspapers, demanding 10 know
what had hn[;'pener‘l ta the "Ihiteh
nfficer who had  betraved  Arn-
hem,” and *the nfficer whn had
hren imprisoned In the Tower nf
Liondan.’

Duteh  Government  nofficials,
Anxiotis Az anybody tn clear up
the =ituatinn, answered this news-
paper agitation in the only way
they enuld by romplly  fixing
the date for his trial

"Christian Lindemanz will anes-
wer charges of treazon belfore a
Special Tribunal tn azsemble at
the end of June, 1948."

4
BUT kehind thr blank,
windowless red wall of

Scheveningen Prison, an  un-
expecled  development waz  ap-
parently laking place,
The Ar;- Christian  Lindemans
was having iz last lave affair!
Women were not & novelty in
Lindemans' experience. At (he

right of his reputation, when he
vas n mix-foat giant of & man
veighing 18 sione nf hard-trained
nuscle, he had deserved hin nick-
name of "King Kong”' among the
Resigtance fighters. He had ax
many girls as there were days in
the year.

The first time T had seen Linde-
mans he was surrounded like a
film star by girls, Two vears nf
prison had not improved his sen-
sial handsnmenesz, [ had watcherd
him grow thin and morose  His
bones  prolruded, Nevertheless
there mist  apparently have
burned some remaining vital em-
er ol virile appeal In his gaunt,
wrecked body,

For It was one of (he reticent,
coldly  elficient Netherlanda
nurses altached ln the prison
hospilal, wha fell in Inve wilh
him, at lhe last!

I =hoyld explaln thal woamen
nurses were nedl usually found in
prison hospitals of Holland, or
anvwhers plse,

But Brheveningen Prison—per-
hapse the largest in the Netheér-
Iands—had been used for vears
by the Nazis during their occupa-

tion, to hnold political prisoners
It was equipped with lorture-
FOOMs,

Some nf these palrints were

still there, in a specially esguipped

prizon hospital, teo il o be
moved.
HERE was only one
formidable wing in
ﬁrhrwninp!l ‘th!l ll_i_l1 h!!_rl
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Brheveningen that still held
the suspected traltors, Nam enl-
labaratinnists, Inoters, spies.
Amnng these was Lindemans.

Yot since his capture he had
Inst weight rapidly, Prison doctors,
realising he had once had =&
bullet through his lung., sus-
pected tuberculosis. He was re-
moved {or a time from his stark
erll with its stone walls and bare

flnor to the locked wing of the
risonn  hospital, for tests and
reatment.

It must have been during this
treatment that he met the nurse
Tht‘lv found some way of econ-
tacting each olher and becoming
intimate, without the knowledge
nf the prison authorilies. It may
have besn that he had known
her hefore he was arrested. T dao
not know, for T was not there in
Bcheveningen when the E
“romance” took place behind
penitentiary walls,

It was a “romance” thait might
have made 2 1 differemes ta
the slory of ™ Kong™ mi
even have given I a
fereni to the ome Fale
wis event o write,

For, sccording to
later told, it mazked n

11th-hour
have

¢t Ireedom lay through the
windnw

Which meant, nf roerse,
the bars wauld have
moved, Very wel]
task the nurze =et herself,

Bhe had an sccomplice
wars  another  prisaner, whose
identity was marsked under the
nickname of “The BSinging Rat.”
He was apparently serving a sen-
ience for a  nnt-too-serinus  of-
fenee, and through the sfforts of
the nurse was given the jnb nl
R cleanin orderly  for  sick
prisoners like Lindemans,

*

Sﬂ'H EHOW or nlher

that
In be re-
That was the

He

aned

the “hnw'" wWasR never
Aflerwards wmatisfactorilvy  sx.
plained the nurse managed tn

gL A steel-cuttine file cmuooeisd
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plained the nurse managed tn
gft  a steel-cuttine file -muggled
in. And with this she started tn
iackle the stout bars of King
Enng's prizon,

It must have been show work
Only a little eould be done each
day. or night, But there waz "The
Singing Rat" 1a heIJ-. tn take his
furn up &t the window while the
nurse Kept watch and remained
tloae at hand with readv explana-
tion mhould it berome necessary.

At last the bars were mawn
through. Not right through, {nr
they had tn appear intact (o any
casual  inspecting  ove,

There was now A =ecomd part of
the plan that had ‘o be fixen The
room in which “King Kong" lay
war A gond distance from  the
round.  Some way had n be
ound nf lowering him nnce he
had serambled through the little
window.

Thiz waz where ""The Binging
Rat” rame In again. On the night
chosen for the escape a rubber
hose-pipe was, in apparent care-
lessness, left hanging out of &

storerpom  window quite rlose 1o

the window of Lindemang room
And 1t wa: down thi=s hosepipe

that Lindeman:. in the darkness,

slithered and scrambled (0 the
ground when the moment “AmMe.
But hiz lurk was dead nu® He

made 1on murh nolse. He could
not help making oo moaeh ndse
and patrolling guards heard andd
investigated. Within a matter nof
minites Lindemans was back be-
hind bars agrin

Fale wax now ready (o wrile
the final Hnes in the dramatic
siogcy of Christian Lindemans.
The date of his irial had bren
fixed. But two davs befors that
dav dawned he was found lving
dead upon the mattress of his
priaon hed,

*

IS body was nearly cold.
The nurae wae found lyving
uneonecious acrosa  him. She
war  rushed to  the operaling
theatre, strong antidoles tn poizon
were Aapplied.  She  recoversd
the official rt stated, rnough
to eonfess that ghe had adminis-
tered A0 headache tablets tn Linde-
man® and taken a similar number
herzelf.
It was Lo have been no osilcide

ct.

The dreath nf Lindermans was
menlinned briefly in various news-
PApPETS

was not able ta Alzeover the
name nf the nurse, nor have m
Investicatirns since brought 1L Lo
hght

Nor dn 1 know what hecame of
the traitor Cornelis Verloop, the
man nicknamed “Satan  Fare
whnse confessinn 1o me had heen
my  [irst pronf that Lindemans
was A naid sav Af the Naxis and
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my  [irst proanf that  Lindemans
was A pald apy nf the Nazis and
had beiraved Arnhem to them,

But Lindemans was undeniahlir
dead. And the specinl tribunal
that was o have iried him dis-
solved before il ever assemhled.
The cane of ("hristian Lindemans
and the 7000 dead men of Arn-
hem had io be officially closed,

T keep himsell in funds for his
amnrous escApades, tn gel back one
nf his mirls from Gestapn (oriure,
Lindemans had recklessly betraved
his eomrades of (he FResistance
Farees throughno! Eurape. He had
been responsible for the death hy
agony nf hundreds of them These
farts 1 knnw,

He had betrayed the plan nof
Arnhem =n that an entire Brit-
l=11 airborne  division was  wiped
nit,

He had prolonged  the mnoe!
coatly war in human history by
eight months, He had caused his
native Halland to be plinged intn
the tragic winter of 1944-1848 (N
which a nquarter of a milllon
peaple periched and 1000 Dutch
farms were washed awav when

the Crermans opeoed the dykes,
ar they would not hate been able
n do had the plan of Arnhem
been successful

All this disaster—{or & woman,
and a littke money!

Buch =pies as the much over-
rated Mata Harli who, f5 p Cer-
man agent. was of 1o eolsequrnee
whatsoever. but whn did nteres: -
ing work m her boudolr with cer-
tain of the erowned head:  of
Europe, such masber spies as Vion
Rintelem  anrd  that  [ormidable
wrmarn, Anna  Maris  Briseriein
i Mademoiselle the Doctarsy,  pre
fammiz 1 hastary

Yrt not all of these well-
knnwn names logelher in the
whale of iheir fangrrons,
scheming  lives  suceeeded in
wrecking as mueh acloal de-
structlon as did the man they
ralled Ring Keng—boastiul
Ischerous Christlan Lindemans,
som of a HRelterdam garage
owner — who even in his [inal
hour upnn  earth, aprarently
found & woman fo get him ooi
of hisn treahles.

ITHE END.]
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