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Reviews of the New Books

Brilliant and Tragic History
of the Parachute Troops

"The Red Beret,” by Hilary 50,
George Seunders, Michael
Joseph, London, 17/6!
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The Parachute Regiment is
not to be confused with other
airborne troops, such as elider
and transport units. These men
plso wore Che red berei, bul their
deed: are not the concern of
Lhis book  the men of 1w Para-
chule HRegiment., of  courss
jumped from their planes. while
the others landed with theirs

Mr. Saunders has followed
the same method in compiling
this narrative as in the first. He
has carefully studied the affieial
hiztories, so that all his state-
ments may be accepted as ac-
rurate Then. wo lighten the story
and breathe lile and humaor into
it, he has interviewed scores of
the actual combatants and gol
their human and very modest
stortes of what actunlly trans-

ol

pired.
The result. In the words of
Lord Montgomery's  glowing
loreword, ~is a thrilling sjory of
war and of training for war”
The parachute organisation
had 1tz beginnings in Jupe
15940, and few will be surprisecd
to learn that it sprang to life st
the wurging of Mr. Winston
Churchill; that it had to im-
ovise as it went along and
rn by trial and many errors:
and Iastly (and one wonders
whether even ver the lesson has
been learntt it suffered losses
and setbacks through deflei-
ences in eguipment, hurriedly
fmprovised in war, but which
shoilld have been made ready in

CE.

It it a shock to learn that lack
of planes, necessitating several
“drops” Instead of one, lamgely
caused the appalling losses al
Arnhem and t defent of this

vital operation. And this was
in September, 1944!
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The parachutizsts were =
hand-picked band of wolun-
leers—men who were coldly ¥¢
rourageons, resolute and  de-
pendahble

The regiment
with a drop”
Ttaly which deeply worrled the

l’ln]*ln-. and fnllﬁv.rd with the
prilliant radd on the German
radar station a1 Bruneval a

war ramep of classical daring
rrowned with complete surcess |

Forced in North Africa to
fighi: &ws  infuntry and with-
oul the support of heavy arms |
the regiment shocked the Ger-|
mans and scuttied the Italians,

started

mithough ity own  casusltjes
webe heavy
Tragedy loomegd over Ejrtlt'

arel 1t = perhaps out of deler-|
ellce Lo Amencan  suscepti- |
bilities that the author seems
Inelined to draw a wveil  over
these unhappy incidents 1 is
a pclure of shipe firing on a
friendls
pir-fieet; of panic and “flap”™
MIong  plols of air-bome
troopa being cast off o drosn

The Normandv hedgerows
gaw the red berets on and alter
D-dav, and a remarkable leat
ol arms was accomplished one
of many) by the capture af the
“impregnably” fortified heavy
battery at Merville

With obvious paln Mr, Baun-
ders describes the tragedy of
Arnhem One looks I vain
for confirmation of recent

traved the "drop” to the enemy.
Be Lhat as 0 mav, Lthe gir-
borne troops were surprised by
the presence in their landing
area of the 2nd S8 Panzer
Corps. standing ready and wait-
ing for them Mr. Saundem
flrnl.m-s not oniy the herolsm of
he regiment but alse of the
pilots of the plane: and gliders
who flew (o almost certain
death in a hail of fiak, rather
than swerve a yard from their
ordered route and objective
The men of the red beret
suffered terrific losses through
all these actions. The lives
of many were lost because of
lack of uipment,  chiefly
anes 30 Mr. Baunderss fine
istory Is not only one to stir the

hlnerd and smnes Ane's nrids

gliler und parachute .

 history Is not only one to stir the
blood eEnd mrouse ome's pride,
hufi] it s=rves to point & morel xa

The book was written with
the full co-operation of the

, ar&d thllern- At many ex-
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PARACHUTIST

Gilbert Ledward's medel For
the Combined Services Mle-
macisl in Weatmintier Abbey.
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