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Traitor Of Arnhem

‘\‘H L[ makes a resistance!
hero trn spy, and betray
b comrades 1o death and in-/

descriible torture?
comfesvom af f'hll'\!i!-'hl'lnl
| demans—"King  Kong™ 85
he oo kpown i 1he Dutch Un-
derereund movemenl—Rave mm:i
ihe ynewers, n 24 pages of |
reped 1 ‘-|'~|."'\-5."
With Lymdemane in Breda Pri-
s byomy onlers, 1 took thel

apfeson fo Iy oflice, 1o .\.tmfj.;
|

¥ |

The tile of Lindemans' perfidy |
tad hepiin n 1943 when iy
P farity i lexder of the
Thch Intenar Fioroes of Ress-|
Yance woas ot Bs highest. He had|
becun collecting fewels and vilu-|
pilee from rich ladies—not all of |
them vomg—ia provide Bighting |
fopds for the  underground
“Fozane Bpoe™ throvigh Ec}gtum'
prd Holland imp Portogal.

He soent these fortunes in
s and meght clubs, adorned!
pupe hwiry wrists with gald

thve
b R

wraps elnborate wrist watches:
goe prceles diomond amd sap-
{

phire pendiany 1o hisiro girls for
f o, desgribing them  boast-
w oot from the Nazis.”

In Fehruary of 1944 the Ges-|
e Bl caprored . Lindemans’ |
youngest brother during no Taid!
ipen A4 heise theemeh which the
“esoape ronile” funchiomed, Also,
they capturee a0 girl  cabaret
dancer namied Veropica, whi had
prown up nedt door 1o Linde-

}
Vi
i

I i Raterdam, and  un-!
dauhtedly had bern his sweet-|
By & chifdhood, |

Perhaps the woirst feeling a'
mar cin endure % o know that

iy loved ones are being gques-
tioned under Maz torture,
Lindemans withstood it for 10
dave. To his worries —and per-
haps the most importind of his
wotries—was added the fact that
other Resistance leaders were
growing mereasingly curious io
know what had happened 1o the
fortunes m jewellery and money
that had been entrusted to him.
Sn, in March of 1944 he con-
tacted two Dutchmen in Brussels
whom he privately knew 1o be in
Nazi pay, One was Cornelis Ver-
loop, known as “Satan Face.”
| Ower a cup of coffee, Linde-
'mans offered his services to his
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| Lindemans—had disa

T LIWET a cup o CoMTeE, DTS
'mans offered his services to his
couniry's enemies; for: (a) worth-
lwhile money rewards; and (b) the
linstant release of ki youngesl
brother and sweetheart Veronico
i1 am Gestapo hands, |
i In subs=gient months, he 'be-l
[traved British  agents and  his
jown comrades.
| He even hetrayed the men
"whir ser out 1o rescue him from
| Giestapo hospital.  He stepped
[t “liberty” over the bodies of
|47 comrades,
*

* *

myv orders, was moved to the
great prison  in Scheveningen,
near The Hague. into the grim,
(dreadful block of dungeons called
“The Hotel of Orange.”
| Some of the Gestapo appari-
[ty was still there—steel helmets
[t be sgrewed upon skull and)
levehulls, then elestrified. Devices
| weird, satanically vicrous, beyond
[the invention of sane men, [

We did not use these mecha-|
Inisms.  Lindemuns was put inl
a cell and lef 1o his thoughts,

When | visited him in hig cell|
he started up, eves protrudiong, |

and flung himsclf upon the iron
floor at myv feel.

“is  there po
whispered,

I wood sideotly at the steel |
|dl.mr of his cell, waiching the
serawny  betraver, opce so huge
and arrogant, grovel on the bare
floor.

I went hack to my office, now
{with the Dutch Counter-Intelli-|
lgence. | proposed Lo submit the
Lindemans  docnmenis  with an!
jurgent request for his tral
[ The Lindemans File was kepr!
lin the puarded record-room ati

|
| ortant documents,  The whulc|
(butlding was surrounded by a
||.:ruri:l|y cordon,

ver, when 1 went to get the
ivital fite, 1 found n blank space
jon the shelf. Even fiom the
vecord index the name of Lin
demans had been completely ex-
punged.

The entire official dossier on
prcared!

*

mercy?  he |

b *

N lupe. 1945, Lindemans, by |

ntelligence H.0Q. with other im- |

NEVER set cyes an the file|
again, The mysiery of 1ts dis-]

cmnsaad inenlable

| L again. The myslery of 1ts dis-
appearance seemed insuluble.

| For twop years, due 1o ong)
tdelay after another, Lindemans
wenited trial, I|

I wanted this trinl 10 whe place |
s that  Lindemans—whom 50
miany Dutch yourhy and girle had
worshipped as “The Scarlet Pim- |
pernel of Holland™ —might bv:|
(publichy accused
i Many people i high plices—|
among them Field-Marshal Mont.
gomery — had  already hncn|

[wrongly blamed for the dispster
lof Arnhem.

Bug in Gotoker, 1945, 1 had 10
leave the Security Bervice  and
wits posted 1o duty in Germamy,
I-iiﬂd oflicially there was po move
[1 could do about 1indemans,
| Then, one morming in May of

1946, nrticles bepun (o reappeuar
lin the Britsh and Contmental
| EWSpapers, demanding 10 know
what had happened 1o the “Dutch
[officer wha had betruyed Arn-

| hem. |
- Dtch  Government  officials,
anxious as anybody o clear up
the siuation, answered this news-
paper neiation in the only way
they could—hy prompily fixing
the dute for his trial:

“Christian Dindemans will
|answer charges of treason beforg
ta Special Tribunal to assemble al
the end of June, 1946."

|| But behund the blank, window.

less red walle of Scheveningen
Prison, an unexpected develop-
ment was cpparently taking plice.

The spy Chrsoan Dindemans
was having s last love affur!

One of the rencent, coldly
efficient  Melherlands  nurses
attngched o the  prson hosptal
had fallen in love with him, at
the Tast

Waomen nurses were nod usually
found in prison hospitals of Hol-|
lamdd, or unywhere else.

There wus only one [ornd-
able wing n Schevemingen that
still ‘held the suspected teaitors,

Mati collaborationists,  looters, !
spics,  Among these was Linde-
Lig B A |

Since his capture he had lost'

By COLONEL
ORESTE PINTO

Prison dow-
nad  once

hiw lainme

weght very il
tors, creptivmy b
{ A R L U
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tors, reptiving nad  onee
.h.'-|_|.|_ a bl thioog.a his |III'IF..
Eypspecrad juheranlon He was
tremioved 1or o me Trom his

ok cell with s stone  walls
and bare fioor Lo the locked wing
of the prisen hospital, for tests
and treatioent,

It must have been during this

treatment thal he met the nurse,
They found <ome wayv of contact
me each pther and becoming in- |
imate, without the knowledge of
(the prison authorities,
According 1o what was later
[told, this romance masked a dar-
[ing last throw of the dice by the
[spy, o last bid 1o evade the ret-
|ribtibon that he saw closing m
fon him,

* * % |

INDEMANS, it will be real-|
iseel, was bemng kept imo @l
lpri.xnn hospital room, with soumnd |
[focks on its doors and heavy bars |
| e s small window, The escape |
[plan was not a very complicated
vme.  The chiel thing it mvelved
wins the actiunl getting out of that |
Nocked and barced room.  And|
the simplest way to freedom lay|
thiough the window.

Which meant, of course, that
lthe kars would have o be re-
‘moved, Yery well, That was
the 1:-k the nurse set herself.

She had an accomplice.  He
wias another prisoner whose iden-
bty was masked under the nick-
mame of “The Singing Rat.” He
wis  apparerily serving a  sen- |
tence for a mot-foo-serous affence
and through the efforts of the
muerse was piven the job of g
cleaming osderly for sk prs
oners ke Lindemans, !

Somehow o other—and the
“how™ was never afterwards sat-
isfactorily  explamed—he nurse|
managed too get a steel-cutting |
lile smuggled in. And with this |
she startet to tackle the stoul
burs of Kng Kong's prison. |

it munst have been slow wurk‘.!
Oinly a Nittle could be done each |
day, or might,  But there was

’l‘HIH is the story of the betrnyal of Montgomery's plan for
the mirhorne landing at Arnhem—a piece of treacher
which cost 7,000 British casualties, killed and wounded.

The writer, Colonel Oreste Pinto, was Chiel of the
Dutch Counter- Espionage Service. 1 was he wha caught the
trmitor, Christian Lindemons.

Lindemsns — micknumed King Kong — was a hig ex-
wrestler who made n repuiation us o “hern™ of the Duich
Residiance Movement.

Anidlier Dutch spy named Verfoop, when guestioned hy

Colonel Finto in November, 1944, told him that Lindemans
P a8 skl femeaes abead dhe Arnhesn nlan indsmoane
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Colonel Finto in November, 1944, told him thai Lindemans
had told the Germans shoui the Arphem plan. Lindemans,

arresied wrode s confession.

“The Singing Rat” 1o help, 1o DEWSPIRCT. \
Dlake his turm up at the window| 1 was not shle to discover the
Cwhile the nurse kept watch and name of the nurse. nor have my
remained  close &t hand  with| investigations siale brought bt to
ready explanunion should it be- light,
CONIE MECEssiley I o not know if she was
Al last  bhars  were  sawn h:nugh_! M teval for her share n
through, Mot pight through, for the suwide pacl, and far supply-
theyv had 1o appear intact to any ing Lindemans with RO aspinn
castinl dnspeciing eve,  But sa tablels,
Uthat the litde thrust of a deter- Nor do 1 know what beeame
Ir'ru'r.ﬂ:-:l hand would complete the of the trator, Cornelis Yerboop,
laeverance and leave & bar-less the man sicknamed “Satan Face!
|gateway o freedom, whose confesswon 1o me had been
| There wis now & second part My firsr prowst hat Lindemns
lof the plan that had 1o be fixed, Was 8 pad spy 1‘|Jli1': Magis, and
| The room in which King Kong had herrived Arnhem to them.
liay was a good distance from The tull details nnd efects of
the ground. Some way had to Lindemany’ treachery may never
|h|: found of lowering him, once be kpown. | have 1old all 1
Ihe had scrambled through the hnoss, lrom my own ko ledge
[little window, Many people prefer to douln
This was where *The Singing £¥¢n the known fach. They want

. ; P ! fa believe that trattons are bred
' cam .0} night
Rat" came in again. Un the nig oply in the cnemy s camp. Happy

chowen for the cscope 4 subbe 0\ "WKh s ‘mo son o
fessncss, left hanging oul of aqnuphwr Trepared 10 hetray bis
store-room window guite close to SOUDUY.
the window of the Lindemans
COHATY
And it was down this hose-
{pipe that Dindemans, in the dack-
ness, shithered and scrambled o
the pround when the moment
Came. [
Bot s luck was dend o, |
He made oo much nose. He
cotld not Belp making o much |
notse,  amd  patrolhng  guaeds
heard and investigated.  Withm
‘o matter  of  muinuates Lin- |
| demans Wik hack behind |
| bars,
Fuale was now ready to wrile
(the final lines an the dramatic
jstory of  Christian Lindemans,
The day of his iriul had been

THT END [

fixed. Hut two davs before tha
day downed he was found lving
dead upon the matieess of his
prison bed,

His Boddy wis nearly cold, The
ntirse was Toamd lving  uncon
seions across g, She was
rushed 1o the operathing theatre,
stropg antidodds [0 polson were
applicd.  She recovered, the oih
cial report states, énongh Ty con
fess that she hod adminisiered B
weparie tablets o Lindemans, and
[taken o similar number herseif,

At owas to have boen a suwide
| pact.
| The death of Lindemans was
[mentioned  boefly  in vanous
| MEWS PO,
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