7 3. hﬂhﬁ.jg;ffyj M- Yz
(V“4«S~

"WHO CARES?"

(Psalm 142:4)

The Man_of God in this Psalm, cried unto the Lord with his voice....-
pouring out his complaints....troubles overwhelmed him. He looked to his

right hand for help. There was no one who cared. He turned in the other

direction and could not discover one single refuge. At last, he simply said:

"No man cared for my soul!"

von Huggl was right, "Caring is everything."

éﬁﬁﬁl expressed it with a question, "Did you love?"

An eleggg;ﬁ;x §ghgg; teacher, who worked with socially deprived children,

was riding home from work one afternoon with her husband.

"charles," she said, "I want to run by Riches and buy little Sherry some

casual shoes."
"Sherey who?" he replied.

"You know! She's one of the youngsters from the Hope Children's Home who

was transferred to my room in January.

Charles answered disgustedly, "Those kids are always needing something.

They are either sick or in some kind of trouble. I wish you wouldn't get

involved with them!"
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Do Christians have a right to avoid getting involved with people in

trouble?

was always "taking a towel and girding himself" in order to ministe:
i

to others and set an example to preach "deliverance to the captives'".

The elgmentary.teacher knew the plight of a child who needed shoes like

the others in her classroom wore. So she purchased them and presented them to

the youngster whom neither of the parents wanted.

People who care, areé vanishing breeay Some

religion build fortunes off thg‘ggor.

The list of(%éggigggggggg£é>is endless. Genuine CaLesgiVerS.abe.Scarce.

There is most of the time, present, the attitude of "look out for number one!"

Ministering to people is just a supportive human venture seeking increased

profitg.

In our State Meet;ng this past week, Mr. G;%%%Em, the President, a layman
from Crozet, Virginia, where he has a hardware business, spoke of the
Cooperative Program and how Virginia Baptists care. Gifts reach highest of all
time. Love of God made known by our expression. Layman Gilliam said he had

been away from his business for 60 days in the interest of Virginia Baptists.

@ have a caring God. Qeremiah 31 :3) says, 61 have loved you with an
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everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.js



It is ipperatiwe, too, that we understand that this loving, this caring
for others, is the migg;gn_aéma&& who belong to the body of Christ....each of

you who name the name of Christ.
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This flﬁggﬁggzggga might put some light on this fact. I read about a

Catholic Chaglgin who, at the risk of his life, crawled many yards in a battle

zone to minister to a wounded boy.

"But Chaplain," the inj-red lad remonstrated, "I don't belong to your

church." "No son," came the answer, "But you belong~to my Christ."
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aul Schefig might give further light. It is about a
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stgggg;anhg;_agﬂaa Navy %gd. During_ the,war, he went to he;hgggigess
establishment for the purpose of talking to the office.manager. He left

Another story by

moments later entirely different. But let him tell about it himself, in a
=

lhété} to that employer.

\{Dear sir:
{PI'm a sailor an I'll be pulling out in a few hours, but first I've got
something I want to say. I came into your office this morning lonely and
scared to death about sailing again. I wanted to talk to somebody pretty bad.
So when the girl at the desk said hello, I went in and asked her if she had a
job for me. She said for me to sit down for a few minutes, so I did. I told
her maybe there wouldn't be jobs or anything afterwards that if a fellow could
only be sure something would come through, worth dying for, it wouldn't be so
bad.

She smiled and said, "That's easy. Christ is coming through and he's

worth dying for." I just looked at her and she talked as if he were alive and

a good pal of hers. I sort of expected to see him walk in the door, it was so
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I was only there for about 10 minutes and I don't know why, but her
talking like that sort of did something to me and I'm not lonely anymore and
I'm not scared. It wase-like ghe had said, "I want. to make you acquainted with
my friend, Jesus. You ought to get to know each other since he'll be going

your way.'"

I'm nineteen and I never knew before that there was a Cod like that who
would go along with a fellow. It doesn't matter so much now if my ship goes

down and I go down, so long as there's a God that no sub can sink. -

In our experience we can make scmmaééfervations this morn%ng:}
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Ia THERE ARE THOSE WHO DO NOE géEE AT ALL.,

———-Matthew 27:4. The broken hearted Judas realized what he had
done by betraying Jesus. Taking the 3Q Eieqes of silver back to the priest an
elders, he confessed he had done wrong. Listen to this beastless answer:

{‘:Ehat do we care about that?ﬂ)

These were the spiritual advisors of Ju&%s, the shep@g£g§ of his boyhood.

If Qﬁ could have received help from any source, it weuld have been there. But

he did not get it.

think of young people who have come to see me when they have ggone wrong

seeking guidance. The bad_days are gone now and some of these are happily

married with nice families. God used us in a crucial time. But I wonder
Tomye A ST L
what might have happened if I had said, \'What do I care about thatzi)
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Sometimes I wonder if I have neglected what I have or have not done, to

AELfar cnliracde +o those in deep waters.



There are thoueendg.today whose lives are troubled and whose hours are

desperate. It might be just the knqgiségi of a.persen-uwhe..cares,could

transform darkness into day break.

Someone has said, "Sometimes a Christian only makes a ljittle.difference.

But sometimes that little difference makes gllethe difference."

We know there are some who dg.not care. Nay,lgt-us-leok at those who

seem to care but only when being seen.

T

Louchedebinthis a. littlebit. This w&;{hﬁgﬁ;ﬂsee}, they
crifdeized @ for talking to SW with deep needs.

Jesus explained his puzpage to them,(”l came that they might have life

and have it more abundantly." (John 10:10).

In other places in thelBible) Jesus said something about giving and

praying.

. Matthew 6:2.."When you give alms, sound no trumpet before you."
ISR,
™ Matthew 6:6...."When you Eray, go into your room and shut the door."

= Matthew Gad=...Evidently Jesus meant real business when he said, "Do not.

let your lﬁ;ﬁugéﬁﬂ know what your right hand is doing."

~ No doubt thaﬁ:soor W;Qqﬁbhad very few eyes upon her, and certainly her
’ «
gift of 2 coins gaused no trumpets to blow.



But Jesus felt that the offering she brought was the supreme contribution that
e

day in Jerusalem.

The greatness of the story is not only that the‘g&ft was all she had, but

that it was not done for apglause.

\ There was al

He was concerned especially when there had been accidents or sickness and

# in Tennessee who had great compassion for people.

families were in need of financial assistance. He would send them money
through the mail. But he always made it a habit to disguise his handwriting

and cross the river so there would be a different pggtmask, on the letter.
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Jesus-ougagﬁgaaagdigye, his beggﬁ&;a%ﬂaﬁgg; of friendship for all people,

was a new dimension in his Messianic mission.

but we read that é n_his.own.,

But we read, "to all who received him, he gave the right to become

children of God."

That word "ALL' is the theme of his tidings and the world is found in

John 3:l16.

William. Barkley.said:

"We are Cod's chose few.
All others will ke damned;:

There:is-poytroom:-¢n heavén for you....
We can't have heaven crammed."



LykSoah reads, "All f ee the salvation of God." It is good

news of the whole world.

We must not miss the fact that the Ggospel.is bigger than any church, or

eals. ]

nation, or one color.

Did you know we as Southern Baptists have at éouthwestern Seminarg more

students for the mig}stry than the ﬂgthpdists,fpfesbyterians, yﬁtherns and
épﬁiscopal demoninations put together! Oqg;_éﬁggg'training for Chirst.

Where professors are not ashamed of the Gospel.

We must commit ourselves to larger ministries.

I found another story:

"T read about a yound \ who was serving a life sentence in a penitentiar

Like many of the other inmates, his life was acquiring a bitterness and

hardness that was deplorable. Life held ngﬁggamise, and he was making no
contribution. One day, he discovered a pizgggggg_;ggmwmawgpgper that spoke to

his heart. It was about another prisoner who had offered himself as a

guinea pig to the Medjcal Corps and had subsequently died. He asked to see

the warden. Granted the interview, he showed him the clipping and said,
"Warden, I would love to do EQ%%;?
-
The warden replied, "You mean you want to die?" "No," was his answer.
A A AT — )

"T want a changs_to cqgg'alive. I want to give myself for a cause.thak.is..

bigger than I am."

s




Iv. THOSE WHO CARE _ BUT ONLY ATVPARTICULAR TIMES.
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or perhaps

Their emggégeﬁ’are pick%ng certain seasons. During,.Christme:

another occasion, they feel the need to share in a ministry of love to people.

It would seem to the outsider that the rest of the year they could care

less.

owship are often quite thoughtful. They

have mapufactused, excuses, why they should abstain. Every now and then we

look at one's defense that really seems justifiable.

What is ou¥ answer, when someone says that two _or.three.times a year
we show a bit of concern and the remainder.....no interest, no love, no

expression?

Look at éhoma% When Jesus felt constrained to go,to Bethany, and that
meant opposition, Thomas said, "Let us also ggo. that we may dle w1th him, "

iy, e e

(John 11:16). Bg%ﬂaggés‘was Thomas later, when our Lord needed him so greatly

Think of, In the shadow of Calawary, he said to the Master, "I will

e R

lay down Iy ;;ferfor you." (John 13:37)

But when the hQﬁEﬂiﬁiﬁEﬁHSEEEﬁaﬁﬁéﬁn had arrived, how conspicuous was the

fisherman by his absence.

¢%¥g}who had genuine concern, said, ''I_have

LagiuRecepber
decided to make Christmas andgnotebuy it." 2nd this is what we are talking
AR

about. Buying Christmas....that is a onetime gift. But mgkggggggggiﬁ%%ﬁfm.

that is a lifetimereervice.



Fix our subject in mind:

Some %gmapt care.

Some care when being.seen.

Some care for their.own.

Some care at particular g;mJﬁf

Whose who maintain a Wconcern for others.

I nediiecmindstisy , I have found

le with stawing hearts and

trusting hearts that care most for the needs of people.

in perfect peace, whose.mind is
stayed on thee, because he trusktsemin thee."

Mahnganﬁﬁﬁake about it. The one way we prove our love for God is by

our love for others.

It is the mgste=beautiful when. it is most. lasting.
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“ (gaudgigg;;;;;;;}was a caring person. For many years, she nursed-her
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mother in her home, worked her agienminmintained a close relationship with hes
N R PTIR U
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church. Every Ch;;éﬁgas she stopped by with an ﬂhmwaT tie for her preacher.

She died a few days ago, but left a trail of loving care.

Here is am trying to say in the words of a poem that means a great

deal:



i
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I sometimes think about the Cross,
And shut my eyes and try to see

The cruel nails and crown of thorns,

' And Jesus crucified for me.

But even could I see him die,
I could but see a little part
Of that great love which like a fire

Is always burning in His heart.

% (Leslie Weatherhead)

You see, Christ's cross is always because CRrist's _love is.always.
N\W e
ant, which is true about care. IWZ?
One cq&Eﬂg&%&&,night while he was waiting at a bus stop, an elderalyw
‘lpﬁ‘ E w"‘P
W ot off a : andstood beside.him. "Can you tell me when the ngggmggs

is due?" she asked. When the man asked which bus she wanted, she answered his

guery.

"But YQUmssk gdotmefithat one, " he observed. "Well," she stammered a bit

shyly, "you see, there was a te on that bus and nebody

offered him a seat. I knew he owuld be e@barrassed if an.old«lady like me got

up for him, so I just pretended it was fime .me to get off.

I rang thgjgsgl just as he was standing by my_ggat. He wasn't embarrasse

and I....well, there is.always.another bus."

1f.2_persobeacksmlike.that, it is because the person dives..like«that.
They have in their hearts the pg;gggantgi&gggg&@igg of Jesus Christ.



g
Qlé;;;lasleep in the Boat....a storm, about
R

”Dog:;gﬁnhﬁﬁgﬁ‘...wake up. ™

He did care, he stilled the storm.
RN A

Hi-zziiéﬂgﬁggg and will still your storms.
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to sink, the Disciples said,



