» CHAPTER 6 * DOWN TO WORK

Initially | was assigned to the Technical Maintenance workshops, servicing and repairing various items of equipment. Straight away another
Technician and | were given the unenviable task of repairing the notoriously unreliable Emu Switchboard, working round the clock shifts (but at
least we got a mention in Dennis’ book Pronto* and the Unit Diary). That WW2 model switchboard, which I believe was a “gift” from the
Americans, handled around 6000 calls per day so its reliability was paramount. We
spent hours cramped behind it doing fiddly rewires, definitely not my forte.

* Extract from Pronto Chapter 8

At the other end of the reliability spectrum was the
famous EMU switchboard, which will undoubtedly
be one of the Corps' legends. The March 1970

squadron report stated in exasperation "this board
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carried the hallmark 'moisture fungus proofed Nov 44'. The board is older than most of its operators; it appears increasingly to
resent their attention and the attention of the technicians who minister to its ailments." Later the EMU was reported to be
seeking repatriation benefits for wounds received from its operators, and the operators were said to be claiming compensation
for utter exasperation. On a serious note, switchboard equipment just did not meet the needs of the Army in Vietnam. The TC-10

EMU switchboard at Vung Tau was eventually replaced in February 1971 with an AN/MTC-1.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE UNIT WAR DIARY
re EMU Switchboard

VUNG TAD

Switchboard TC~10

12. Two technicians were employed fully cduring the month on uvigent reprcir cnd
maintenance,, Only a few minor fanlts remain but it appears likely that the routine
maintenance of the switchhorad and frame will always require the full time services of

two technicians.,
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CONFIDENTTAL

Switch Board TC10

33. Thirty two sepcrote faults were repeired during the month,- _ .
The wiring looms have deteriorated to the point that opening the equipmént
to repeir a minor fault usuelly generates a number of additional faults,
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Systems Control
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A Day on the Harbour
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