« CHAPTER 5 « 365 & A WAKEY

Sand, sand, sand and heat were my first impressions next morning. | discovered that we were atop a large dune at the north west corner of the
huge 1ALSG* garrison on the ocean side of the Vung Tau peninsula. To the west was VC Hill and the massive aerials of an American Signals base.
Below it, nestled on the mouth of the Saigon River, was Vung Tau township itself.

It wasn't long before someone facetiously pointed out that “no one has 365 and a wakey". Confused, | soon found out that this referred to the fact |
that as new arrivals our “tour of duty” would be for another 365 days and then the day we would wake up to go home. Actually in my case it was |
more like 395 days as somehow I drew a short straw and stayed there for 13 months. Of course many of those keen to rub this in were “short’, ie

they only had a short time left. Some may have even been on the “switch off pills” given over the last few days to eradicate any residual Malaria in

our systems.

It also soon appeared that the main goal was to actually get out of there, confirmed by the
adoption of the Animal’s song We've Gotta Get Out Of This Place as a local anthem. It was often

sung on boozy occasions hoping of course that it wasn't the “last thing we ever do” or that we
would not be “dead before (our) time is due”.

Oh and | was finally given a rifle. Being brand new, covered in grease and “cryovaced” in plastic
it took hours to get it ready. Thus although | became entitled to the Vietnam Medal after 24
hours in Vietnam | did not have a weapon in that time. It also took 2 years before that medal

was finally given to me. See what | mean about farces?

Vietnam Medal 2nd from left. The star
on the far right, was awarded by the
Vietnamese Govt after 6 months

We've Gotta Get Out Of This Place

https.//youtu.be/LUpBSvN1a50

* 1st Australian Logistics Support Group providing support including a hospital to 1ATF (1st Aust Task Force) further north at Nui Dat
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