» CHAPTER 12 - SOLDIERS 1sr, TECHNICIANS 2xp

We were often reminded that we were soldiers first and technicians second, particularly in Deployment Troop which was the Unit’s ready reaction force at the Vung Tau headquarters.

Every few months we got the task of using up old ammunition so the Unit
would get fresh supplies. One time our rifles would not automatically
reload after firing and we realised we had a batch of dud rounds with no
powder in them. A couple of days earlier | was using a round to empty a
rifle magazine when the projectile slipped back into the casing and no
powder spilled out. | didn't give it much thought until we were at the

range, imagine if the infantry had got that batch.

Another time we were given a huge bundle of 7.62 mm ammo to get rid of
and | personally put 300 rounds through my rifle. | was firing one handed
as it got too hot to hold the fore grip. Obviously all that was very good for
the businesses supplying the munitions as with my earlier story about the
artillery barrage at Nui Dat which must have cost a fortune.

As the ready reaction force our Troop Commander liked to keep us on the
ball and one night we were told to assemble, with webbing and helmets

on, for a training exercise. The scenario was that we would exit the

perimeter wire shown in the attached photo and engage an enemy force thought to be in the scrub beyond the sand blow (a bit ironic given an earlier experience described next page).

My helmet was covered with netting so | decorated camouflaged it with a heap of foliage and fell into line. “Fisher what the hell is that” questioned our Lieutenant. “What do you mean?
It's camouflage, | thought we were supposed to take these things seriously so | decided to cam up” I replied indignantly. “Get rid of it, you bastard” came his reply. By the way we crossed
the barbed wire by laying down metal planks and actually did quite a good job of the exercise.







Jimmy Hendrix - All AlongAlong the Watchtower

https: .youtube.com/watch?v=TLV4 xaY:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLV4_xaYynY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLV4_xaYynY



