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In our last message from the Jrd c _’_c_}_l_aﬂ:_t;:r, we talked about‘ learning how Lo

count"z Paul s great ability to_-consider all thin ;s and everythlng that he had

counted before was but Paul sets down herE man good things and he finds
the necessity of repeating them. Like an-y__g_g _The great saving truths

of Christianj : Je cannot hear too often, and we do not tire of the
g 7 ¥

foods that are essential to life. Qat bread everyday. We drink water. Therefore,

we must listen again and again to the bread of life and the water of life. Now we
LSten agaln _and aga —_— —————

have some fancy things at mealtime. And we have some basic foods upon which we live.
i R

md@gw_,ﬂli,s_gery well. Therefore, he repeated these things over and over

again. You know he began this chapter with the wor I told you a few
= Y

things about that word last week. That w_jirilvly is something. It is something
— P v S

. And he was such a long-winded

' = 1
fellow, that finally the undertaker told Eim, if you don't hurr; up - we_won t get

——

/

through in time for the resurrection.,
S —————- ‘— —

ra

like a preacher who was preaching

But Paul here launches into .) for these people - that he unfolds

their duty in these first two or three verses. He calls the Beware of the
duty : L2 —_—

dogs. Now this is a well lw in our country. There are so many dogs

rWd that you can't even sleep at night. It seems to me that there is
W&a; Bar i 47— fld Jll $7 foesPm s
a dog in everlﬁ—ﬁ

ut Paul was talking about” these dogs that were bg};’;_n,g and Tlle Abras -

biti t his heels. H b ft . ¥ b i
11:_ ng a s ee;; e says, beware, of these people ou remerber the'rigli_n&jn

an _That poor man'rs poverty - the{ dogszannoyed him by licking his sores.

So they were not looked upon with any respect. And Paul also calls them gvil

woxjcjfs. That too, was a designation that was not in a go?d light.
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4~-73 _ So he had @ hings that he said about them - bengg of the dogs, beware

of the evi] workers, and bew. There were those who set about to

do harm to Paul and all the harm that they could do in the world. They were
e

(mbalanced’individuals. They can inguish between that which is good and
h "4 FES g,
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that which is bad. And Paul takes to task these @,n/k,s_'who stand by major and minor
trifles. And they were teaching just the opposite concerning the Messiah. Insisting

that a Gentile convert must become a .Jew before he can enjoy salvation.

o e

count all of these things but V. 8.

Paul makes a clear examination of his own life here. And he finally says, I
—— -

I consider them but(dirt Aonce who had served over 40 years in
S

Cg, was teaching and épeakiné) to a small prayer group. He was talking about
the incident in Simpn's house at Bethany. When }Wthe Saviour with the
costly ointment, The breaking of the alabaster hox was a symbol of complete

v
devotion. There are some Christians he said, who do not know what it is to give
?./Qn ——:ﬂ-—‘ ’ gﬂ—_—v— -

their all for Christ. His eyes drew moist, and he added with_great modesty - but
: b

T think I do. But I am sorry, for those who don't. They were the ones who had

Q____——‘W'

00 SOID, O LRt 5%

missed the greater gain. Yes, 1eamed how to count about profit and loss.

And according to the new standards which he had to measure by, he charged off all

£ his past as lost. The idea is that he summed it all up in one wordé(éééEEE;)
(o} s past as los e ea 18§ a e sume a r\?»

The excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord.

Qhe means is, he has gained Christ. And he goes on to tell us in two or
> —— W

three ideas about this.

&‘L@- He says, I have a new position. Paul immediately felt security.
e ——————————. .
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s~ In Christy/is a favorite expression of Paul. He uses in_the Lord, in Him,
w Yet @understand perfectly well what he means, for whenid -
N v Sy ™

7 I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me and I in him - the same
_-—"_-.-__7 . SRS

7
bears much fruit. TFor apart from me, ye can do nothing. /John 15:0,

Q:] safety lies in our position in Christ. Paul declares that Christ in you
e

is the hope of glory. Col. 1:27. To him a man was either out of Christ or in Christ.

Not only had Paul found the&osition.
{"ﬁ?” Secondly, he had found a(new)fellowship in V. 10-11. Part of Paul's gain in
I

Christ was to know him in terms of his resurrectionjows}. To know him in the power
—

of his ressurection and the fellowship of his suffering, becoming day by day,

conformed to his death. Is somehow, in the process. I might obtain the maximum

experience. His resurrection from the dead.

Do we know what it is to be released of everything and to be with Christ in his
V

power.

To know him_and the power of his resurrectm(;owerlthat operated in

the raising from the dead, and what it means. What it means for him. That power,
ot - -

— well, that is the @that is going to raise@ﬁom the dead. And that is the

b aad
power that is going to be operating in our lives. We would all like to know the
— V

secre; of the power operated in us. Which woul@s a resurrection, as well.
= i o e \
i ——
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Nowhere, that Paul uses the word @ This is not simply
= = s S

int&ﬁ?ctual knowledge of the’%ies or prirﬁ:}.ples, it is the personal experience

of another person.

In thef(ld Testament) this word "know' refers toé xual inte as
b= = —

Adam knew Eve hisl_yife.‘ And she conceived and bear a son named Cain. Gen. 4:1.

;——7’

'I'h. word clos to this - the most intimate. And the most peggual

kt%%ge of another person is what Paul is talking about. Paul aims personally
el B

to know Christ. To have knowledge of the person.
-r_..-——:__:—-

sants, is the power of his rgﬂl_;rg__ir.ion. Not simply

- —_—

something which haEEened to Jesus - but it was a living dmamy: power which operated

in the life of Christ. And in the individual Christian.

Now this was a guarantee of the importance of life and of his bog in which

he lived. It was in the body that Christ arose. And the importance of the human

body. It is a guarantee ofémmortality.} Of life to come. It is a guarantee of

life beyond the grave. And therefore Paul is talking about united in Christ and

sharing with him, in his death and in his resurrection.
» g2 _resurge

As in V. 9 - He says I want to bg found in Him.) It means that we may continue
with this transforming presence layed up in the heart of man. It is like

kept away from moths. It has perfume in it. And this is a blessed position that

Paul wants. That I may, I must know, he says. Knowing him, @ knowing aMim,

but knowing him. Being confomablg, as Paul considers that the Christian is going
to suffer. If his life is in the will of Christ,(Christ _)did not exhaust all of the
| il ——— = ===
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suffering himself, But that @body was gﬁg_g‘_;o,_suf,&; for this purpose. And
e —— n—

Paul wants to have that experience in him. To have aQex!erience of what

Christ experienced. He is in Ch , and Christ is ip him.
. \mpeet—— e

@- we had time toée—construc the scene, Very briefly, Paul must have had
something in mind as he wrote these words to the Philippians. A long time ago, my

brethren, I _was placed under arrest. The Lord of Glory, in the mighty person of the
v

v
Holy Spirit came down and ceased me. He put his hand on my shoulder as I was on the
e A%
road of(Damascus/and said - Saul of Tarsus, you are under g;;st. You are to be my
7 /"

nan,.

Paul seems to add, during all of these years - I have been living to carry out
’ g Y..V ﬁ_,_é arry

the purpose for which Christ layed hold of me. I now want to reveal to you, my

friends, what that purpose was and_%s.

We need to here and say@’oiare a Christian t%y,@ou know why
Christ Eeg’ ed_you in his love and saved Jou bz his ﬁrace,7@ you quite sure. If

you are like many Christians, you will say, ‘sked that g uesion - of course 1

know. He has claimed to me, in order that he might save me from the doom of Hell.
— —— - —

(

Now let us hat @as present and listened to your ansugr. If that

should be your answer. I'm afraid that Paul would shake his_hgad-in disaBgointmenE.
—
Hle would say to you and to each of us, all of these are indeed dgsi;ggiﬁﬁ things.
-le ——r 3 g

Like being saved from Hell, or being free from sin, or being washed and cleagsed of
—_____--—v

all guilt. All of these indeed, Christ does for us.
— < e
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Yet, all of these fall short, of the real end for which he has redeemed us.

-
Tha- is simply and firstly this - that wi&gy know him.!>
.

The @f that little phrase staggers us. To know his gifts is good.
Vi

But that's - there must be morg. To know his creatures is good. TgQ know hig

7

blessings is goog. To know his comforEi _%;_ good. But to know that all of these

things that God made - but the soul Fhat reverses itself and shuts itself up away

from Him., And Paul tells us

the power of Christ. And the power of the resur tion.
# %

Why it is suggested, for example, that a Christian ought to forgive, one who

has terribly unjustly wronged him.

And of course, that is noble in human character. Bu@whole Christian lifg

is more than can be expected of humap pature. The Gospel reveals, in Jesus Christ,
c-ﬂg_ -

persuades us that when we receive him, have more than man's pOWer. No wonder

Paul engages in an honest, spiritual check-up. And brings about some questions

that are very strong.

-
@ ourself, you discontent over the‘ ease)over which you live your life -/

with so little pain in it. You ‘so llttle to 1dentifz with Christ and with the
s:ilf_ggring./ Are you ever di(‘sturbea that you just do li service. That you only pay
E — ﬁ N

that kind toward Christian principles.

Therefore @has %med to coung his gains. V. 8. The knowledge of Christ
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o~
of the things that you live totally for. (@) is the main thing, the ma

‘-—7‘

that moves your life.
: 5 m— |

_—

about reachingf/perfection.f In these next verses, he talks

V/ 117 [ Z5 Jois thinkin
L about this in V. 11-12. He talks about it ‘@) as though I had already attained.
— (eoes thoush 1 had slzeads atcained

Now as we come to this, portion of this chapter,-are face to face with the matter

of perfection. And (people ofte% E;g! well,@:body is perfect.] But I want to show
T —— i
: "' " *

you Q_he closer to Christ we come, the more we feel that we have hardlg begun to know
W — S [

him.

aph ies) that_we read of

@‘ “The thing that made them great. For example, when you listen to an aged
4
\ , and tell about the secret of his lonﬁ life and health. And you expect

In most le, we try to discover their

some‘r./lﬁng great. Well, he talks about many things but as a climax of hi ess -
20 i Yo
he simply says, drink 8 glasses of water a day.
T N — prm— C—

—— Wow whelks about his sqéiitual bio&raghy, he talks about th@_in
V. 5&‘ He is going to talk about the" V. 12-16. And he'll talk aboutthe

uture i @ We've discussed him as an accountant and we have discovered

the new values now that he has upon finding Christ. In this present section - V. 12-16,

we discover , pressing touards the finishinﬁ line, in the Christian

1ife. A "@ Paul exercises the spiritual mind. He is not upset by the things that

are behind him. The things that are around him, or the things that are before him.

Because things do not rob him of his joy.

And in these verses, Paul uses one of the many™dllustrations He often uses three
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or four. There is &L&&Lxﬂiﬂn put on théhole armour of God} There
is the one of the m you are th(temple of Go> You are(a buildery The

N

S N
one of what so evet(imm sows, that shall he also reap
ey 7 7
theéthlet

d here in this paragraph. Now Paul, as to what sport he was talking
about - whether it was a

" The one of

®ot_race. or a chariot race. But either one of these will
/-

do. It might have been a chariot race in which the driver had little to hold on too.
— -
Just a small platform upon wheels. He had to lean forward and strain every muscle
| g——

to maintain his balance. And to controll the horses. The verb, reaching forth, in

G ]
V. 13 - literally means Strw, as in a race,

It is important that Paul is not telling us how to be savednow in this Scripture.

He is telling something about those who partic_ipa_te’in_athl&t%s. And this is a very

@Eﬁf_p_i_cl:l_.lre because all of us wants to be winning Christians. All of us wants to

win the race.

I want you to notice ffour or fiv; different things here. That Paul says right

now in this passage.

DISSATISFACTION /-~ V. 12-13a

i

Kol

I _count no; that I had already attained. Either were already perfect, that I

follow after that I may apprehend., That for which also I am apprehended of Christ.

Brethren, I count not mgself to have apprehended. This statement is one of a great

Christian. ‘ ever :ermitted himself to be s;*‘ Ef;[ed with his spiritual attainment.

Paul was satisfied with Jesus Christ = V. 10. But he was not satisfied with his

Christian life. It was like @
—— B
————
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E\salesmen

and his b%ue.t_h%m. And the salesmen knew that he had been doing pretty good.

|
I read t story) that how in a bus}ﬁs___oi_fige, this man came in, t

He had been bringing in plenty of orders. I thought he would compliment me, but

instead, he didn't. He told me to get gl;t&%. Later that day, the secretary
- ﬁ

talked to the boss, about this salesman and the boss_ghuckled. Oh yes, this is

one of the best salesmen I have. But he has a tendency to rest and be satisfied-
S

with his performance. If I didn't get him mad with me once a month, he'd never

o

producg,

Now there are@?)Christianswho are self—satisfied.! @ecause) they compare

their rynning with what other Christians are doing. And usually with those who
= Sy

are making no progress at all. f he had compared himself with others,
pp— Y

he would have been tempt d. But he did not compare himself with

others. He compared himself with himself, and with Jesus Christ. And in V. 12 -

it explains_h_i%hiukin.g. He has é: !arrived yet at perfection. But he is perfect

and mature in V. 15.

— Often in th we_are wagped against the false estimate of our spiritual
m

condition. The chuxrch at S ad a name that thou livest and are dead. Rev. 3:1.
zch ag fardis) ane ivs ave dagll Wav. Ml

The church at Laodicea boasted that it was rich. And in God's sight it was poor.

Miserable, blind, and naked.

' i -old power. i lity, 4
thought that he still had his old power, but in reality, it had departed

from him. Judges 16:20.
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Self-evalu n can be dangerous because we maké @ Fid‘,ﬂe make ours
desemlaggn o be dmpers, P—
bggter EEﬂi;fE are. Sgsbﬁﬁj/;e may make ourselves worse than we reall e. Therefore,

Paul, is amazing what he has to say here about his purpose - tO know gh;;ii begggr all

the time, And the resurrection Eower,suxging through him, The matter of perfection

- the word here is not to be made lost. But it means to end up with a purpose and

Paul's was to be Christ-like., No one would ever say that he had learned all that there

was to be learned in spiritual things. I've met a few people who were very high on this.

- 0 and time in the way we spend them, betray how much that we beligzihu
we need LQ grow. What we are involved in right now, right now is an expression of

our hunger and thirst for more of Christ.
R ———

Search your mind right now. And see whether or not there is not some satisfaction

that ought to be turned to dissatisfaction of how little you know about Christ. And

how little you are growing in him.

I

II.‘ DEVOT V. 13a
: A

% This(one Jthing, I do. Here is a phrase that is important to your Christian life.
[2 ~7 g
pd
X Jesus, one day said, to thetgich young ruler)—(géé;éézﬁx thou lackest. Mark 10:21.

/‘
Luke 10:42 - O thing is needful. He explained to bus hen she
\ uke ng. thing, is needtu P . g ladnn s

iticized her sister.
critic . s




e man who had recs_ived his sight by the power of Christ.

\Z <One thing]l know, said t
gk

John 9:25.

~

One thing have I desi of the Lord, that will I seek after. Psalm 27:4.
r 4 %}

Too many Christians are involved with many things, when the secret progress is
‘i-___________'_____________

T ——

to coneentrate on the one thing.

Now it was this decisig; that proved theérning point/of D. L. Moody's life. )

The tragedy of the Chicago(fire’ in ,_]Q_,— Mr. Moody was involved in Sunday School

——
promotion. The W And many other M. He was doing a
multitude of things. He was tied up into all sorts of prwgs. Even
= B 3
evangelistic megij';ys And he was in many many good organizations. But after

the fire, he determined to(devote himself exclusively to evangelisé This one thing

I do, became a reality with him. And as a_result, millions of people heard the

Gospel.

Now@ are going to th energies up between a multitude
e ey,
——

of s, and you he real thing. That is tragic. The believer must devote
—_— — e

himself to running the race of a Christian.

A

(@ aete'suc_ceeds today by doing everyt ing./ You'll never see many athletes
today trying to b in every sgort. But he succeeds because hefs
——

" baseball
"

And that is his one thing that he @as./And here is a fellow who corcentrates on

lel
Here is a fellow who concentrates on pitching, i And he works om it.
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%J And he has this that he works on. Or{golf 201: whatever his sport is.

He gives his time to specialize on it.

™~ ( éehemiahi? the wall byilder, and the governor. When he had invitations to
A !
do other things. He said this, I am doing a .g_re_a_E gg;h’ so that I cannot come down. (
Smr——— e S

Neh. 6"’3-‘—

st ! double—Mnded@‘ is_unstable in all of his ways. This is the

secret of power. He concentrates on one thing.

| et
ITII. ) DIRECTION ; V. 13b

< A’ Forgetting Eigig things which are behind. The Christian race is one that looks
'};-‘ forward. Always towards the futq;ce.”lmagine what would happen in a race, if there
R S N

were chariots and runnérs:-and they would start looking behind. Imagine what happens

when a man isf{plowing a field land he is always logking back. Luke 9:62.

N

We are accustomed to say - past, present, future. Bu says the Christian

[ =S

~ Gor etti hose things which are behind, that this terminology here to forget. Does
W

not mean to fail to remember. We may wish we could exase bad memories. To forget
I

in the here means that yo are influenced b; those thinﬁs which are

behind. Your sins and your iniquities - God says, I will remember them no more.
Y
Now a bad memory, this is impossible. Bu saying here, I will hold these sins

. against you, And they wil@ longer effect your standing beforg me. But what

PO T St [t <R S S oW W R oW Bl L e ol b e Maws N erdmis Eaes e  EivkEirea



Paul talks about in I Tim. 1:12, 17. About the weights that hold a man back.

N A good example and f this principle is i

Joseph,Gen. 45:1-15
——s x______

- when he met his brothe on the second tim€, and revealed himself to them - he
-__—ég" — S 2o

I

held no grudges against them. To be sure, he regmhered those—things. But Joseph
-

knew that God had a plan for his life. A race for him to run. And he broke the

—

power of the past.

—— Tog{many Christiangl are shackled by regrets of the past., Trying to run the race
o= = e e —
by lost. think it does a man any good to keep bringing up all

of the bag E? ngs that happen in his life. You know, I don't think this is good

1k, Sometimes

., Sometimes I hear pe

even when people are giyd

these g et up and talk - how they lived in th€ gutter ghd this and that.

But my frlends,, We(regret!those things. Let us not be destructed by these

things which are behind us. But let us with devotion he says,(gg on to perfection.)

That means, Paul says if you come out here and@ut a stake Eiown. You have gotten
B
this far along the line. And I have gotten this far. All right he says, you don't

stop there ~ do you. Well,c::&ou are running in a race, when you get to the 7th or
|

the 8th pole - that is not the end of it. It isto knoy that yﬂl__hfie___._______ gone this

ig but you want to keeg on going. Now, it is just like a @ ho hits a ball
over the outfielders head. And he runs to first bge and he n looks around
—_— =7

No, Paul says, you put a peg down on that base and you keep on moving. Keep moving

e _——

right on. That is.

ﬁ  r
Yo dan 't de 14ke AN+F+1e Jack Horned) who sat in the corner eating his Christmas pie.
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~ J/
He_stuck in his thumb, and pulled out a plume, and said - what a gogd boz am I.
- gty

No, you want to puw and say look what Llue.dame. What a great

fellow I am, (E:;Lthat is not what Paul is talking about in the matter of perfection

here. And regching forth in this gain.
—

DETERMINATT

/
v/’ r Pauls sayg I press towatrd the mark of the prize for the high calling of God in
, "
/ Christ Jesus. He says I follow after., V., 12. He carries this idea on and he
7
e =
describes it here as Who PW. A man does as an
athlete by listening to a few!lecturas And sittime—down and watching a few@@)
—
—
’!@ on tennis. Or going out to th@ig_cge_g;gu_g\’

run off. Or even buying
—

at the games. He becomes a winning athlete when hinto the g‘;me and he

him a

determines to win.

Now Paul had the hgn he persecuted the church - V. 6. And now he

wanted to display this when he sgrves Christ. Come to think about it, wouldn't it
be wonderful if Christians put as much determination into their spiritual life as

they do to their golfing, fishing, and bowling.

T—— Now what I am talking about in this message is, that you are not alkom uter. (5 Ay

Trumpets and flutes are simply slipping a little card in a slot. And that thing

is amazing. And how it all clears up with a flick of a switch. Well, you are
e —ﬁ—-—-v

human beings. And @dish somehow you could forget the past and have that memory
.

e . b . Y PR Yy " & - - 9. PR, . . D I -
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of those unhealed memories of the past.

lish something in life. And he
’ 52 ey
is heading for the finishing line. He longe to become more like Christ in every

thought and every action, The thing that is most disappointing today is - that so

many runners drop out of the race. So many Christians(giggggg)their pace. There is

not a g;é&dstand crowd watching them, so they lose their enthusiasm. But you need

to concentrate on Christ and rivet your attention upon him, Paul says. And have

determination in reaching forth.

avoid. Fﬂrggj/;ou do not want to say I must
L g -=1

—
There are ‘} ]
B o
do . (Tou do not want to say,{God must do it all,)) There are some who are
active - and there are ZngnﬁES_fre quiet., Both of these are headed for failure.
W\ :
- Let go, and let Cod. ’ Is &-—s%gn. Did you ever hear that. I think we
i ———— T ————— 3 e .
A T #
have been in a crowd where you used that as a song. Let go, and let God. But that
s -_—

e e

ot fully describe the process of Christian living, my friend. What quarterback
> ‘m ——

would say to his team —‘gﬂihggzi let go, and let the‘coach dozi; all. On the other
hand, what quarterback would say, now listen to me. And ; what the coach says.
%:—'Vf =

Now both of these things are gftr and they are both wrong.

The(é&:istian run%s£>hust have a SEiEEEEEE mind, but must realize that God must

work in him if he is going to win the race. Without me, you can do nothing. God

works in us that he might work through us. \

But some Christians are so busy, that they will not die to self, but spiritual

determination is reaching for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

— ———
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but he reaches the goal, Paul says, he is reaching toward ﬂa;ai!fn. One athlete may

receive a prize. All Christian i eir reyard. The goal has already

bheen established for us.

V. | DISCIPLINE 7V. 15—16:_

—
——

Now, just a brief comme&l:_. It is not enoupgh to pun hard to win the race. But
crroie —h-—w

all Christians must be obedient to thefrules In the great games, they have rules

and any violation of the rules - disqualifies the athlete.

And this is the emphasm here, ( Spiritual rules}are layed down. You remember

the great athlet In 12_5],'%: in Stockholm in the olymplcs. He won a great

race. He was a hero; But the next year, the offjcials fo%g that he had played

semi-pr i ball. And therefore forfeijfed his amateur stapding. This

meant that he had to give thé éold meia )an. And this was
from the records. It was a high price to pay for breaking the. Now if any
— N B Sl E— =

manays, is going to enter into this contest. If he breaks the rules of the

game, he is going to be disqualified. The is not what he thinks hat the
T ——

spectators thiEk. Youhave to worry about what people are going to say to

you around the church or in the community. But you are going to have to worry about

what the judge says. Some day you are going to have to stand before the judgement

And the judge is the
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It happens a lot. It happened to;:ifgﬁgg* %ffﬂiii;.ﬁ&nnh;;a, and it can happen

to us.

It is an exciting experience to run - looking unto Jesus. Because we know we
L]

will one day stand before the judgement,

This matter is so serious and mtw%
attention that it des s, We are looking for the God. That directs

us while we shun the guidance that God gives us and convicts us of by his ru}es and

regulations. gé:yash hither and.ygg;and we get all excited about being do-gooders

- while here is the Holy Spirit that wants to work in our lives.

What is meant here in these verses is - that of spiritual adults. We have

reached this peg_f?ction in Jesus Christ. And Paul regards himself here as such.
b |
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