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Acts 8

Ve might ikkg this sermon also g g lible leONes Vg BO0k:
This is a most @ hapter in the higtory of the church. You must remember

that the chusehabegangs 2 purely Jegish institution.
the murmmmmimes and the g;}'Me about th

ideas and ideals. The (stonipng /of Stephen ushered in the first general pg;gggggigp.

f the church. And then in

The church had grown extensively — it was to grow more than ever. Because it was
going to be spread abroad. {iuk& figures that there was an estimate of_ 25,000

believers in and near Jerusalem at the time of Stephen's martyrdom.

- Now the persecution wasWhurch. What a contrast.

In the early movements in the 0ld—Testament, thgjf&gﬁWWth. They
persecuted them. And now coming to the New Westament —--thg;h- And

they tried to put him to death Al infant. And now when the church is on the move,

the persecution is aimed at destroying it. But the providence of God, it did the very .
e . )
opposite A “ toleo, Niwdaar . Net By & Eod o ds MO»&VJ&MAW
‘7,-;,“#.,“%#—%% e I o e Pt SR
M. Sz Ll 3#_.5‘ ‘f"ﬁ Wi 6‘6‘”"'"0% dﬂ}’
The persecution.started a great number of

ngregations all over Palestine.

There were various centers, and they took in ry. And as they left Jerusalem

The persecution (i‘ﬁiulte‘\ in the scaiti'erinﬁ of Christians,|except the Apostles.

And wherever they went, they preached the Gospel. And this is an interesting chapter

as it tells us about the influence of the Holy Spirit. Moving the message from
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Jerusalem and the Gospel beginnings as it flows out toward the end Q_Warth.

Jesus had said, go ye into all the world., Mark 16:15, again he said, ye shall be
ny witnesses both in Jerusalem, Judea, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth,

and in Samaria.

S0 (el ittty /70 7 Uillmiedliiaad, they T poing
to take the Gospel with them. w and he is going to preach

to the Samarians. And then he is going to preach to the W And as the steps

move out into g ilocheftlth§y Yot the M perhaps disppotehavemthems
nrv—— Y

Was becoming a church throughout the world. But somehow, the church

moves toward a destiny and toward her task of becoming just that.

There are @__ﬂu&gg in this chapter that we want to note - Thm_
i
Church - V. 1-4 The Souiisr Simon - V. 6-25. And Thw- V. 26-40.

Ve tie our thoughts around these ideas to help us to remember it and to fi&it

in mind.

o .
V.i li— iiul was cmunto the death of Stephen. And at that time, great

persecution came against the church which was located at Jerusalem. Here is our

w - they were all @ abroad. Through Juy, Samy, except the Apostles.
/J ‘

e

-nmmwM

The Christians had ireat. in Jerusalem. They had acc_eBted Jesus as Saviour.

The lglymemikd had descended upon them at W And they had aw wonderful
fellowship+

The ‘%ss éf Steﬁhen, who was a good man, and a blessing to the church and a
b




power to the work had just been stoned.

ﬁ:}- They had carried Stephen toWd there was tremendous lament.

And heavy hearts of saddness.

The el when aw Some men die and no one takes

note of it.

I remember attech of a man one day, and
there was W Just the p j,her and the umi?:;.aker. Such men who live

for themselves and make no contribution and leave the world no better off.

Fere is a statement that is very important to us. W
S daRaaR Lo andedthihiy 27ter vou are dead, o pugloabiifubiiulhiian. You MUSE

live for others. You must work for others. Your work will follow you.

W on in the hearts of men. S§EI ;;ﬁia diﬁil but
bis greet spirif.liyes on in his church in Dallas @-ﬁﬁﬂv but his spirit
R g

lives on.

Then & A e iy £ Vhole fofgRls shaken. Then 2 goof Dag aies,

the world feels it. The compurity feels it., Think a moment, how will it be when

vou pass on. Will anyone miss you in the world. Will others be sad.

V. 1 - The Bihle statement gives us an important _qoppﬁggnmn;with‘saul‘i To be

-

sure he aw with th Nk

was the prime mover in this persecution. He was a tremendous man of logic and

energy.

It seems to say that persecution began(that very\day. With that first vietim
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Mto report - no details. Only a hisgoricalmstatenent - the
- :

abroad, in Judea and Samaria. » for the Christians for some

reason. One, it was probahly clos hand. And maybe they didn't have a lot of
authority to go there. But the Christians went there to remain until the Lord should

direct them elsewhere.

the death if possible. And in Stephen's case, no delay of any kind was necessary.

As soon as the crowd about the dead martyr dispersed, there were some men like Joseph

and Nic"de“‘aﬂﬁ' who with their own hands took tWto burial.

The ve act showed that thev were devout men. Sincere, and honest in heart. And
rY y .—-—-V J

deeply deploring what had been done, on that same day. And there was great mourning,
]

which means they had love one for another.

\ -V, As fo ‘the maw Tt says he entered into every

house haling and woren and committing them t?-l?-%‘ The verb indicates here

Sses—

that this was a devastating th%ng - it was lim Did you ever see a

wild animal. And here he refers to the synagogue with the beati%g were administered

in different cities. And it seems thatw ; and committed them

to prison. He traveled into private _goges, indicating that Christians might he living,

and even these homes were w.
Many had suffered. And Luke is careful to say that @ he

spared. Haligg__;hem, it means dragging them with violence.

He kept giving them over ﬁg‘gmgb&ﬂp‘;_j@on. It shows that@ had been given a

fEI_-?ﬁ_ - something of the pW‘ Vi the Sanhedrin. He had orders. to.execute. And he

had orders to arrest in Jerusalem. And Saul must have been thﬂ chief aggﬁé of the

Sanhedrin. And he was seeking out wherever he might find these Christians.
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We all ought to be careful how we live. Ve must die ggmedi}y. Stephen's death

brought sorrow. | group and carried them off to

prison. I can imagine a liw fat“er and mother., Perhaps reading
the Scriptures, talkingabout.Jesus, praying - and suddenly.the.door is thrust in

and strong men come in. And carry them off to prison and made havoc of the church.

That was a tragic thing to do.

§ ' s
in an effort to dgstrov _the work of the church. z ' é ,c’z‘_ﬁ ;“%,
ok ™G pp e
- Prnncldl”
T
Did you know there are some Lwto W ip the =

Ch“riﬁi There are some people that are never Hw and serving God, they always want

to th to hugt the church,

Now T have one word to say to you - W. I1'11 tell you,

i sh because it is easier to tear down than it is to
build up. I want t% Eﬁiﬁ$uﬂdgr. Now this man Saul was destroying and he was

scattering.

‘& It says therefore, they were SW. And wherever they went,

ng the . As he dispersed the Christians, God was turning the

persecution to his own end. Stephen died at the enemies of the Gospel and they said

put them to death. And we willé rid of Christianity'}

There are today vho would 1ike to cet the chunchwemtmedrihe. ..

communit¥. Put them to death. They believe like many people today that Christianity

is a human thing. They think that if you can destroy one of the lea%i}:s of Christianity
B e - e

or you can kill one of the people, that you are ggﬁﬂw_w

L
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Christianity is Christ. And no one is able to destroy Him. Now Christians may

die. But Christ lives on.

- -
(Gabehanaensd hozeuis s Yo libbhuthonChkiatigy, you Just not

another cRurch. Faith goes.on. And every Christian was hunted down in Jerusalem
but they would go to Samaria. And the other parts. They were laymen - they were

not Apostles that were going.

By keeginﬁ our church_sﬁiﬁﬁg and being faithful in our church, and sending the

Gospel out. In the territory they went through they took the good news of the
word. They were ordinary Christians and they did not set themselves up as preachers.
& »:c.:wmm&iﬁm

They fulfilled the duty that is on every Christian.

o . Cig:lg_;hg_;img for the Cospel to move.
Ju—)

And the Firs

£ - 1oria, But Cod is saying to these Christdans who are
a LY
following Christ, that when they aW— EhW
"
J%sus in the neighborhood. ThqZ_g9lg_gbﬂu:,snmerhing_thax_hapﬁgggﬁhiEwPB%%?,hearts,

how they loved Jesus. They told this message.

You know that(éizs}iome Beogle to shame today. Do you know there are some
s N ey -

ﬁﬁsbaudi iii 2;3;% that live together for many many years. And ng_one.will say to

the other anything about Christianity. Do you know that I have even talked to

wives and husbands at different times, and they&ﬂid_npt_gp-»f

05 wife waﬁ ﬁ EEE%%E%%& - whether they were Baptist or Methodist, or whatever. They

did not know whether they had ever professed faith in Jesus Christ.

A (boy)was converted on Sunday night. Fe said to the preacher, T am afraid of what
g s L = SR
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the boys_in the shop will say to me when they learn that T have become a Christian.
The Preacher said, well, go right ahead and live for Christ. And we will pray for

you. The next Sumday night the preacher asked him how he made out. Oh, he said,

fine. They never even suspected that I was a Christian.

P an
It will not be that way {i})you have a vital experience. UWhen these folks left

Jerusalem, they took their Christianity with them. (Manyl people move awa home

ol

aﬁd leave their Christiani;agack there. And thgusands of

our city. There are people who have left their church in the
e enis ks nias 3

are in

r.or the

country - just think of it j hoﬁ}the church of the Lord Jesus Christ would be

e

””.d i 7".‘-‘"‘&"..
strengthened j.f»--n"sIth’:he peogle yho had moved into ‘our EE would line up with the

work in the churches here.

I remember a(@M who mw And they said, well,
ve lijgmbhespaaior in the church and the p%e. We ha_yw::ship
utw will be living

: . And asked how long they had been there, they

in the church yet. Because we are waitin

here - whether it will be permar
said, we've been here for 20 years. Twenty years wasted. Think of what these people
R — ot

could have meant to the church. If they had lined up with the church and spent those

20 years as laymen.

Iverybody is under obligation to witness. Fvery convert, every man, every woman

— so these Christians were scattered.

@ Then i it of and preached Christ unto
them. M{‘M%“ ’ _-5 ¥ % W%%
M MWJ% M aow—r ¥ ES&WWLM‘-‘W -

Now here is another figure coming to the fore-front. is t

Q@ e became a preacher and he died for the cause. But Philip's name was next.
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He steps into this man's place and went on to carry the Cospel. Where did he go.

ot

He went to Samaria. The Apostles remained in Jerusalem - Luke says the Deacon

Philip. The congregation of Jerusalem was sada.lz disrugﬂé And Philip was thust

RN e RS RO A,

free to go and went to Samaria, the place that was_attractive to the Christia

And so this territory, he went bearing the name of Jesus Christ.

preached there before. And Philip was next to do it.

7
- { %Jhg did he preach - T imagine he began to pregeh Christ unto them. And here

was a man from Jerusalem, but he preaches Christ. The thing that every Christian

ought_to do. And this is the thing that challenges the attendance of any church.

In our church, so long as we are faithful to the Gos Bel, our theme ought to be no
R e A M AT SRS

other theme except Christ. Vho said, if T be lifted up, T will draw them unto

me. Now this never grows old and this in Acts, we discover brings great joy in the

He paused here at Zacot o 3y He sent tlis{ R\ﬁciples to the city. While he rested,
a lwoman came: +he 3 0 or water. This was his opportunity. He talked to her

about life. She was a sgcial aiil—ﬁﬁﬁt’ Wabout the prophets. A le

!W. And he would tell her great things. Jesus told her that he was
the Messiah. And hW. She then went to E}Aiu&%y’ and you must never
forget that the faithful work done for Christ will never fail. Now{’ff E;ou have

Wa hrist faith in a Sunday School Class or in some cause in the
‘ . :
church, there is Wcod s Word that your work wil wil%ﬂw

will accomplish everything where unto he said it. Iet us not be weary in well doing,

in due season we shall reap if we faint not.

Philip went down to the same city of Samaria. Iﬂm:y re

talk om and preached Christ. And inust like you set a

fire in a grass field. And there was great '.‘lov in this city. Because of His preaching

- his preaching accomplished miracles. Unclean out. Sick and lame
i s TS e
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were healed. And Cod gave him these special powers - and Philip told them that God

loved them. That he died for them.

\/ ; Yes, there wasw that came to the people in the midst of his preaching.
F

Tt took place in Jerusalem many years

Histoxry has a_ x

ago, and it should take place today as many laymen are scattered all over this world.
e LSRR 4

Businessmen travel for companies. Sometimes I wonder as these businessmen, soldiers,

SHERE e

sailors, and our people po across this world - thez_could preach as they go. And a
el 20E

church cannot bear to drift in selfishness. And Philip went down to the place to
preach. He was a deacon - he was one of the seven chosen by the church. Deacons
should be carefully chosen - they ought to be the right kind of men. Choose from
among you - men of wisdom, full of the Holy Spirit to point over this business. And
he was a man who took his place in the church and every Christian ought to be a

witness. Now he was a messenger. He didn't go preaching ethies, or education.

e i

¢ .
John ;-Jiﬂi;‘.\didn't preach formalism - he pw
hou i

m.. M didn't preach ritualism. Wbu that a_man
ik And@said, the truth, and the 1life.

unto the Father but by me. Now there was great joy in the city because of this kind

No man cometh

of preaching. Lives were changed - homes were made over again.

;"'M'v' -
ETow ﬁ'uijgose’)l had into every home of our citz. And where there
was a_Wr, a sinful son, a'worthy daughter - and suppose I could take

Jesii iig introduce him in such a way that they would come to love him. All the

power of s'would be cast out. These lives would be transferred and transformed
SR

into active lives. And what jov would be in this city. Happiness, joy, and hope.
e e e

came a Christian,

== Someone asked ane (i'}_:”‘ﬁe had %iﬁiﬂﬁhm vhen_h
Fe replied es efore I was saved I had an old hat. A ra ed holes in my s .
plied, Yo s w ‘ /E
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I lost all of them long ago. I drgnk to excess. I quariglgﬁg’ with my wife. T lost
8W° I had aw_gg&t‘ and a bgd cons_g_irence. I lost that. I had a
thousand SW and T lost them. T had an ag_h;gmg*_ggﬁrt and I spent sle?lgqs
nights worrying ébout me - and T lost all of that. I loe;t many bad things when I
accepted Christ. WNow these Samaritans lost these things and there was great joy

in that city.

As vou note in V. 6 and 7, there were tremendous things that took place in that
city., Multitudes were giving heed to the message. Demon-possessed people were being
cleansed. Those who were paralyzed, lame, and broken in body - there was joy in

abundance in the city.

\ But there was a cerw. Which before time in the

c%tv used sorcery. Now here was a man who performed some great things - he was

like a SW&I‘. Demons were 1?_&?:;3., in his body. As he thought he

was a wh a healer, You will notice the thing is that he himself was great.

.

- Simon achieved what he wanted - all the,_gm'illl and the Eiegtwgave heed

to_him. We should say, both the high and the low. Finting that his imagination
had declared him no less than the power of Cod - the one called the great God.

So among these pagans who had many Gods, Simon is declared to have the power of the

suprerme. There were :WMMM. Tragic indeed it is when

a man feels his personality does this sort of thing. People esteemed him as Cod's
S “"iﬁ%ixwhdmﬂmmw#,.

great instrument. And that he was God himself was hinted at here in this.

- AL A
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You will remember when éesus% was_there, he Wand the woman told
him that they n*orsE@pppﬁMng. And we see here that

this man is a ﬁ'}}

icians. And his name is Silngn, the sorcer.

N

He told all the people that he was a great man and they believed it. This man had

great power. He had thousands of followers in the city, when Philip came.

e

e 8
il

.
Nowkw about himself - but he talked to him abou st.

Now people immediately saw the difference. Here was Philip teaching Christ and here

was Simon preaching himself. And soon the crpwgw&.ﬁimqn.

% ‘@Amd they began to follow and become interesiﬁs Eﬁ Chiiii' And about

this time the Apostles of Jerusalem heard that there was a great revival in Samaria

going on.

V.lgff % And they graxed with many and ma_nz received the Holx iﬁ it. Now

possibly those people who saw what was happening said, that is what I want.

V. ﬁl— What made the case so difficult for Philip's work was the fact that
by the means of his arts, Simon had held people a long time.

And now they came to believe in Philip - men and women came to believe. \{.E_"".12._U_
And Luke tells us they were being baptized - both men and women. And that this

accounts for what happened in that great city among the S8amarians.

&‘Wﬂmelf came also to bel%ﬁﬁ and hWontinued

to hold Philip because he held the signs, the wonders, and the power that he was

amazed. Now he had amazed others with his magic Now he knew within himself

that he didn't have any super powers but it was through demons. And on that basis

he had carried on his work. All this Luke intimates regarding this man.
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Simon was by no means an unusual type, in the ancient world. But he made a

very co i ne telling. And every once in awhile you

will¢heary so ggw_t;hgim#o or_gger thesflemsil., telling people - you send your

money and buy an apron that has been prayed over, and it wil ; dy. And
M"@ —

thereby vou might be healed. There are people that buy crosses or charms to wear

around their necks.

Some people have a Bible on the table or some sign hanging on the wall. That

says, God bless.our. And they think because of the presence of that Bible or
that sign, it will ward off all the evil in that house. Now, do not misunderstand

me = I think any sign that will help us in the matter of prayer, etc. is helpful.

But what T am saying is, that &a@thw
idbiiedige T'goncy RUESIRER TS EEEEm S T S
cwggg_ :ﬁs%lh- Whe sage miracles aﬁmg and at any time.

We should Qiﬁx foE the sick that God will heal them. And pray for the lost that God

will save them. The fact is that the power to work divine miracles by word of mouth

pE———

or by work of the hand, was a gift of the Moly Spirit confined to that time.

V.ElB -:rsimon gaid, as hg Eviil-ihed them 1az their hﬂiwﬁhem - which was a
2 s ———-

custom at the ordination of deacons.or.ministers. The factor was that it conveyed

and set apart a very common practice in that time. But if somehow he could get this

touch of a deep spiritual experience - that he would be a most unusual person.

I remember reading how Qii;& Barclaii said @m - a very

W- cage Lo him and he says, I was with him for a couple of moments. And

this old man 1azed his hﬂﬂﬁs uﬁon Ev heag andw. And he said to this day,
and it was 30 ‘eiii ﬁ—ﬁr, I c‘ir_i‘ﬁs“t‘:ill feelg,,_;hgt‘_,r_lw of;__;ghat;;.afmn‘t. This was

something like the early church - putting their hand upon somebody's head - saying,
—

the Lord bless you. And offering a prayer for them. Simon was impressed with this
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visible effect of laying on of hands.

And hgugg§(/ i buy.ithis. Rouer- There is danger in trying to sell

enthusiastic offices. Fe was really W&%ﬁ%ng the Holy Spirit

e

to others.. But he wanted the power and the prestiﬁe to bring it to himself.

o

There are s:ill men who want this power to show they are cleve; —'ﬁéﬁ,that Chris

T

is wonderful. Now Simon forgot there are certain gifts that are dependent upon

character - that money cannot buy them, I think this is a truth that preachers

have to realize. That here is a_ W it cannot be purchased.

And yet he says, this is what I want. 1'11 purchase it with money. And he says

here is the money -~ sell me the power.
ki S [huen 4 Bopfen V4 VIS 1 Prnir o A Dn Aot

The Apostles said mon ri11 perish with you. You are a fool to think

that you can buy this gift with your money. Repent and ask God to forgive you.

Did Simon admit his guilt - no. It was simply a theory for him instead of praying

for himself, he asked Peter to pray for him.

T

mﬁmvyl L M&WWW WOZW«é/

Zﬁéfzhhezﬁ
v, 22 ~ Peter suggested to him that he repent of his wickedness and pray that

A& SZOE— Peter told him that his money would perish with him.

God would forgive him of this.

And that is where he made a mistake. Simon was still thinking about himself. He was

too lazy to prag for his own forgiveness.

In this regard, if a rich man could buy this power - he could buy a ticket to

Heaven. A lazz man could bux_the sgiritual=£owg; - but he cannot. A sinful man

could buy forgiveness - but he cannot. In the olden days the C%ﬁhﬂ;ic Church sold

T

.;ndulgences\ If a man committed a certain sin was all he had to do was to buy and to
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pay and go right ahead. And would be free by the blessings of Cod. But a check

will not do this for us.

- V. 26 Anm The reﬁi'val is going in Samaria and the

angel of the Lord spoke to Philip. Arise, and go towards ﬁg}&me _South,nfrom Jerusalem

FrE Rt TeE
unto ,.which is a desert.
ST

Here is a man who is working. He is at*tjactmﬂ%&%ﬁrowds. Many people are
being saved. And then one day, the Spirit of God, sent him to gq_putside the city

and to go to the desert. I imagine that puzzled Philip - being obedient unto God.
Most men would have said, Lord, look here - crowds are now picking up. I am doing
a great work here. Why should I go to the desert. But this is Goﬂ_s___\:g_l_':gg,and

God;i_aﬂ_mit-y. And he has orders. And Philip left that day and headed for the

desert.

II1. SEFKING EUNUCH _ V. 26-40

We have talked about the scattewed church. The first five-verses. We talked

about the so:gc;’%gwﬁjgmn. And now wgﬁalking about the Wch. In these

next few verses.

o 7 - Tells us, as he rose and we Lt there was aghgh,
of Ethiopia. A eunuch. He had great authoriiz - he worked for the qugge. le was
in charge of he% Now the key note of this section is right here. He

had come to Jerusalem to worship.

The Bible was being read by W&r - and he was hunting after truth.
S T o,
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On the desert road, Ph et this ight c‘tg&rin, and here was an outstanding

man. e was the treasurer of the queen of Fthiopia. And what is he doing here - why

M =

is he on the desert todav. It is just not happen so. The Rible tells us, he had hbeen

BRPHI Mg

; i .% But he was hﬂﬂﬁii for the breag of 1life as he rides along.
s |

He opens his Bible and he reads the words - how can T feed my hungry soul.

With his determination, he had gone to Jerusalem. We are not told what happened

slMIDERG B

;W“Mﬁq
that day in the w\g_rship se?@ We.w what the erwas.

s mm——

» N
We are not told what the ﬁhﬂiiipgei.phat day. We are not told what the amount of

N

collir was that day.x\m{ther it was posted as up or down. I think
v
many times we get hung up on these specifid’s.. We look at this great thing that is
o W
"
being done in numbers. Sy

But we do know this, that that worshiﬁ service was oﬁimmeasureable valueg

For it did for@qhat worship ought to do for all of us. It helped to clarify

,”hls needse}. It sharpened his hunger for God. And his interests in the Holy Scripture.

m worship he was searching the Scriptures. Now he had@

gket—sized gditign pf_ the 01d Testament. He didn't have any version from modern

g SVCET

ma He didn't even have the good news translation. Now I know it bothers some

people to ride and to read at the same time. But it did not bother this man. Te

idle in his chariot. And as the chariot jogﬁed along, he had a

L7

aread out over his lap. And he was reading the word for some

personal message.

He did not hide it. UFe read it in the spirit of an explorer. Searching for

a priceless treasure.

ST T

s ~
— But you know something -t reliﬁiog beﬁoms iﬁwarginﬁ w‘nemﬁdth his
The giieaiihible riches of the Gospel. It is never rewarding for the
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timid, luke-warm person. The Ethiopian read the Scripture. FHe was lost in his

search that he might find God.

He was seeking some truth about life., He was justfwmh&
| Se———— e IR,

Bible - looking at some references. He was _sec

could believe. Now another thing to note, he was not thumbing through the

s e AESSRIATO Mt

Bible for ammunition - that he might give a WM@R*MMMMM

argument came up. But he was reading the Scriptures for his own personal welfare.

B e

He was dealing with God of the universe.

And the passage that he had fixed his mind on, revealed that the Scripture

;Isaiah 53:7-8 he

was fascinating to him. But suddenly, the maje

was hf_g__u 1 to the slaughter and as a s is dumb

- so0 I;s.-opened not his mouth., He was tak gRuiemepydsen and from judgement. And

AT USRS Sy TR AT

whgghall declare hic ceneration. TFor ReulidSebiibmGdbeait of the land of the living.
R ATy,

For thﬁ aﬁg;gssion of my geozle will be stricken)

He was held captive by that passage. He felt it had a message for his soul.

But there was no immediate revelation.

T think the eyguch was lafchingyand Wﬁe group of worshippers
on -ﬁiiiiiﬁ for the sunrise.

e

__T*' - e How now says to Philip, you go - '.‘ioin xourself. And now

he knows why he has been sent to the desert. Here is a man who needs salvation.

Here is a man who has been to worship. And here is a man who has - who God has

planned for him. And here is a man that needs to get the right message.

—

tnow somei.ma((fw ere :Ls somebod that God has

g TS

oy
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prepared in the same way as he has this e h. God_igﬁyggggpg for you to say

something to him,

o ey b W o Ao, 1 — 1722 0 5k
- @ Now Philip Wﬁ he-vage {ﬁbWM .

right ahead with hisgburning heart. Here he is reading about the land. And

Philip says to him

it W He says, the Bible was interpreted by a willing

servant, of the Spirit here. It is amazing how the lines of our lives converge

No, I don't understand
-_—

< e e A
g

at some W Q‘e need sonm We know not whom. And behold that

(apge] directed him to the desert. The spirit

person is on the scene. The

had moved a man thoroughly committed and the slightest suggestion was sufficient.
As he looked upon the Tthiopian - his face was a map of perplexities. His eyes

were questioning a large familiar scroll, And as he joins that chariot.

There is the companion of the Holy Spirit. Along with the Holy Scriptures

as Philip asked him the question - understandeth thou what thou readest.

let me say irM

It must be read! |
—_ ;- I heard about a Mt«ho related her experience - she had

]

beg‘ém her task of teaching tw She wanted them to have some idea of

AN

what they knew. Children, she said, who is Matthew. Nofggmiand went up. She
AT

drew a blank expression. Who was M@, Tf.qkei and John. Well, does aw
A lit%raised his hand in hesitation - he said(’l am not sure teacher
- i R T .

but T think 7he was ’ @‘)

Now we might excuse the confusion in a child. We have a heritage through the


mailto:.thig-jp@!J,;,if
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0P Clmbisbkemanduamiabtimtiat is very important. And we need to return again unto the
M

Lord. We need to turn to the Bible and return to Him through the Bible.

Now the is not ecoing to di_s_glgs&_'iﬂs_mh andw;. Until
—————

they are read - the understanding and the Spirit inspired, the question I think -
understand thou what thou readest.

a:nlfapg}wrote in Romans - there are people who have a_zeal of God but not according

to knowledge.

How can I accept some man to guide me.

There are those who would say the Bible is enough. But let me tell you, God

has not finished the revelation of his will for your 1ife when you purchase the

Bible. The Bible has to be read and applied.

Bible. The Bible cMomebody

says. You can take and find a verse - which said Judas.uent-and=hanged 01l elf.
of '
And then you can find another verse which says, gw. Another
o/ T o

re
that says, whii thou dc:ethi do ﬁuickly. And you can go to another, andm
s_gid, it was ﬁood. Now we do not have liberty as some people do - of@ﬁ,
=

through the SWS and proving what we want to pfge. But this poor man who
.——'—'—J/——

was seeking, lingering on one passage of Scripture here in Isaiah.

s,

R E;‘m
v 35_;3%&«1 began the same Scripture and preached

unto him “Jesus is the grand fulfillment of the prophesy of Isaiah. The
time was right - Jesus came. He told how he died on the cross. And those that

would believe in him would be saved.
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I think we ought to say, God bless that f £ . Who found a seeking

soul - seeking for happiness, and knew how to tell him how to be saved. God bless
the dear Christian people tonight who take the time to study and to get the
knowledge and the wisdom they can share with seeking souls when it comes your

turn.
He filled him with the thoughts of Jesus Christ.

N\
A v I/ﬁaﬁ- They came to a bod‘ of wiiﬁ and the eunuch wanted to know about

baptism.

[ g
@Pb RS tal /@8l And after
obedience - t1hI do believe, he says. I am ready to be baptized.

\L@They COM And the man being born again
was rw And they went down in the water and that Philip was

caught away. And the eunuch saw him no more, as he went away rejoicing.
he lamb's‘Eok of li;r:',e’ Going

The Bible always prompts a glad, immediate surrender. The eunuch declared

Here is a man who has Pwritten in t

o e

e
on.. hiﬁ iaa s‘fei oicin‘\ﬁ.

his faith in those words - I believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God. And the

Bible played an important part in his conversion.

\ ,,w_':ﬁ-‘nﬂi‘crwg |
{H monce told about f Africa who he trae ohrtari

- ) /
se»_s}]e rema_rked; ioﬂher neighbor, there é always told you thgt there ouﬁht
4

to be a God like t
im—

- with the passage of Isaiah - with a great faith.

s

>>- The ‘m was struggling



T

Ready to be born and Philip poi was ord. And with all the

message — the @message found its mark. (L,It;{ became a living book and guided

its soul to the Saviour. And there was rejoicing. And what was out in the future

for the eunuch. Well, he still had his tensions, his problems, his sickness. But
he went on his way with a song in his heart. If we take care, and take Christ into

our hearts - we too will find joy. Something that the world cannot give us, can

never be taken away. I marvel at the work of Philip. Wis faithfulness in witnessing.

o SV =
ot far from slw. Aw_%n' hgi ﬂifei and
little «i’irl were throwh into. the water. RW. And he started

toward the smre with his wWinging to_one arm, and the 1Mto the other.

Soon he felt his streiwghinﬁ awvay. And he could Wre withhgth

of them. Md he leave behind. He must do that or all three would go

e ] o R

dqa Tt was a heart-breaking decision to make. But fiWhe little
R g
Wnd swam away with her mother. Away from the little M

cries thejgsvan:

We omght & nat Jegus neyelsiiedtonalioaiCindehliOhttel LIig Laats 10
ety "Gy " WLy ! T o iAiniiil] "

PhiW He can save you - and you can bring happiness in your life.

The world is full of people who are weary of many Gods. Here is symbolized a
man who made a clear break in life. There was a real union with Jesus Christ. And
this is the sure thing - he went on his way rejoicing. New found joy in himself.
Philip struck while the iron was hot. T wonder tonight, if this might not be the
opportune moment for someone who has debated the question, about giving your life

to Jesus Christ. That you might go on your way rejoicing.




