S Py )"\0727)7.}‘ ﬁ‘n’\

TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?

John 6:68

Looking at this Sériptu?e today points to a time in the far\%gst

but it is justwhat happened this morning. But as we look back in
the matter of time,Q man can relive a month, a week, a day, or one hour of the

day, one second of a minute. Days when they go are fq£gzg; gone. Years, when

they go, they go into the tomb of time and there they stay.

) preached to the great multitude. When he had preached the people
_ ; T

murmured. They strove among themselves and they said his teachings were too hard
"——ﬁ < mn, L A,,__..l..-——-'-——"'/

to live by. Jesus had taught them that unless we eat this f}esh, drégk_higﬂh%;od,
we cannot have eternal life. Which just simply meant that unless we appropriate
by faith his death upon the cross, where his flesh was broken and his blood was
shed, we cannot have eternal life. But they said who can eat his;fleshﬁand who

can drink his blood. They said that teaching is hard to live by.

The Scripture says and so thq[?iattering_crowdsvleft Jesus, and went back
(= e

and walked no more with him. Only his 12 Disciples were left and Jesus said, will

ye_also go away. And Simon Eetér)answering for the group said, Lprd, to whom shall

we go. Thou hast the words of eternal life.

At tdig:gggé, disaEPointment, defeat, despair were spreading. The hot—hgiggg

pol%E;ganﬁ~left Jesus. The folks who followed him simply to ggg_h;gad an@ﬂgggg from

him left him. The good-hearted but yet narrow-minded people who could not grasp
—-————_—\_,_7 —

his teachings nor agree with his teachings left him. Jesus found himself alone with

12 men.



This was a § trying time for these 12 men. The ; ion was go
Gery trying tin
Wil_:l:;_,t@:g;d - be with them. They were the witnesses of Christ without any

popularity. The people heard Jesus say that he must_:_’giie. The disciples heard

him say that, And that destroyed all of their personmal ambitions.

And Jesus said,(will ye also go away?

=

@, to whom shall we go - thou hast the words of eternal life. Lord,
-7

(you

have this imperishable truth. There is nobody to whom/ we can go but to thee.

-

<

Now Peter knew about the Ph_a_lgsees and their worship. He knew about the theology
of the Saichl/cggs. He knew about the m}ﬂflﬂy of the Greeks. He knew about the

materialism of the Rgrlxg_r_zgg He knew about the mystic speculations of many people.

He knew something that was important and he knew that none of these things could

satisfy his soul. ( EQ stuck to Jesus.

At the place where two_crossroads crossed, Pe;t':’e_r took the road to the

right. @know how to( take the right road. Maybe some of you have come to

this place and the@evil}has pointed you - and he has sought to get you to go _away .

from Jesus.

/ T
v// First, these(people got bored with religior{ﬁi ith religion.

I wish that somehow I might help you to understand that thesf_’pg_gp}gle% back to
the world and to turmoil. We remember that there are different phases in history

and sometimes itcw_gh_t!glowj on the surface - and whe seems to take
R e -

100 years to take one step or one day - then all of a sudden it opens up.
L. e -~ o
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We are living in in which people want everything W
. ——— o d rma———— =

The world is in turmoil. Many pulpits are proclaiming apostasy. Not all of them

-~ but some. Civilization is all mixed up and the spiritual mercury is Ei}__lglg

o



-3-

mighty low. The is now being challenged by human reason. Men under the

guides of schol ip are s@ "for thus saith the Lord" - ”thus saith
-~ =

the mind of man'. We today in which there is wha \

time called jelly-fish theology, and see-saw religion, India rubber co tions,
- /_ pd

sun@_r:_s_g_]_&,philns@y He said no one could understand.

é one

I wish today that I could @youwing manner about Jesus Christ.

L S o

That you would have greater interest and ”l/o@ for h1m. And that you would want to

m. In this éll—bound 2wor1d in which we live, we rarely pause to think
truly about our faith in Jesus Chrlst. Because there are so many(shlftlng v1ewsz

from week to week. There is the decline in attendance)of youn,g__ad.ults in their
_ et bt

20's -~ they declined‘% points between 1958~1966. The attitude toward religion is

that we must use religion as political power and change the structure of society.

-

People are saying what we need is something that is relevant and Jesus

Christ knew that this was not something new.

esus@ke a mlstake} by-—-lﬁ?’_l_i'% these followers. The real core of the
thing sent -~ like a(mah?who goes off to today and studies some hiyy or

s ome literaggre. He says this is not so relevant to my day in this exciting world

and so he d{%p;s/'%and I want to go where the action is. And a few years later

he discovers that these dry bones of history and 11£erature had something to do with
Z

e

7
his opportunities in life.

,/_\\\
Today all some people want is some d b, like é&a and people

give up on Christ because they do not find that kind of excitement in him. Therefore,

we find a decline and diminishing interest and it appears that it is going out.

How serious is this - the re watching the c}y_ts*, the trends,the
statistics.-
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Reinhold Neibuhr wrote an article once about people getting bored with

religion. When we look at our own country we can discover that religious
affiliation was 167 of the population in @50\ It wasthe population in

;1.9.4(-) And in recent years it was boasted

p oo

But the égﬁ_iwighﬂﬂe ‘live, men have turned to this world. They want
something exciting because this is an exciting time in history. Secular things
and temptational things, tecikirggag_ghlngs, nwets.

Some people today would say(who)needs miracles

, from Heaven when we can
all of these miracles ourselves.

A
EE——TE

Who wants tof{listen)to a sermon on Sunday when we can see and hear a

baseball in_techni-color. The church is pretty tame along such happenings.
We come to church - we do the same old things -~ we sawr_p.\’:?yers - we read our

B%&/;

And of course, we are so geared to nervous excitement that there is not

much left in the church.

A sasked his Sunday.School Teacher about Heaven. And when she
o w—_——

had tried to explain it to him, he went home and to}gfgizg.mmother about it. He

said to his mother, I don't want to go to Heaven. When she questioned him, as

N
to why he said that he didn't want to go, he said, that i didn't have an
L’_—_—’,___ -

phatnliialiihad i

escalator;). He'd rather go to a de-gérr_tgggj,,smrg - and that's it. The exciting
-~ el s -
things are all outside of us. Now what chance has Heaven against a push by

pre-occupied pressure groups.

It is prety_uch the same old story. Hou‘se}[y,es, you business men,

and working people - you students. You are struggling for existance, And are you
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getting bored with religion. For the(éééélggﬁgg?s that you are getting bored,

with a lot of other things. From éégiégé.

People say they get(;;patien - Qﬁi;ﬂoesn't the chur |
L.
m_g@? Why doesn't itthis movement or that movement. They say this is

an age of demanded action. We(gzgiﬁsocial justice and we want it now. We want

all the égééézgggeth%g_and we want it now. We asked for practical answers and
we want practical questions. And they say you only give us God and(God is too
slow. His way of changing li} from within is :too slow for us. So you are going

s
to drop out.

You are searching for éé?ething easy% you want somqé?%sy solutioﬁ)until

you get bored. And you flock out somewhere else. So people attracted to Christ

followed him up to a certain point. They listened to him up to a certain point.

You are éégéélwith your religion with following Christ but that doesn't

satisfy the hunger in your heart. I don't think the animals go around and bother

about it. I don't think the elephants wonder why they are elephants. Walt Whitman

<

said, he didn't think contented(gg;;\wgggiaround whinning about their sipns. But
w phodlnin - - -

here are men who are gifted and living in internal torment about themselves. Who

am I? Why am I here? Where am I headed? What is the meaning of life?

Some of you are like the definition of a Unitarian somebody gave - he

said that(EL?nitarian who can't quite take it and can't quite leave it 310239
B S R
And that covers a wide area of population today. We'd like to get away from God

if we could. We try hard enough but we can never quite make it.

You remember the 6§§£§§§§ said, you take the Wiggg_gﬁ_ghg_mnréigg and
iy

fly to some mountain. He is there. Make your bed in Hell - he is there. Whether



can we flee from his presence and from him who is everywhere.

The multitudes that had thronged Jesus were now abandoning him. He
was not in keeping with their expectations.of a worldly glory and power. And
now they were turning away and going back from him after having been bored with

religion.

II. { NATURE/CANNOT GIVE REST TO THE HUMAN HEART
- -/

The tragedy when we think of some people who say'l.é' us go to nature. Now
"\.-

I love nature. And I love the wonders of nature - nobody loves flowers, the stars,
—
and wonders of nature more than I do. I enjoy beautiful flowers - I think most

"

people do. This vast universe is a vast place of mountains, rivers, and_lakes -

7
it seems to have @'é signature)on every page as the said. NI took a day
pan T
to__s_e_ar_d)__f.ﬂx%d. And found him not but as I tro%a by rocky ledge through woods

untamed. Just where one scarlet lily f1 med I Wﬁﬂd

There_suddenly all unaware, far off in the dee e, the ‘

solWWh, sang through the holy twilight h‘lﬁb I heard his voice

upon the air.

And ane-ryL as L/arueled how ~ Gogd. gives us Hea\/r(en and now; in a stir of

i

W:Lnd that _g_ljll_ﬁgk/the poplar leaves beside the braok, hlS hand was light upon'
— :
my brow. "

At last with evening as I tur/rsgd, homeward and thought wha had learned,
b 1o S g i e \v/"—_ :

and all t:nat there was still to probe, I_caught the glory of Mwhe&he
—e— ; .
last fires ofwet.bnmei.



Now I agree that that poem might be pantheistic in it's purpose but I
‘r—\_\

do agree that there is somei'n.Gor,dLs_mjlprim;s ~- incthe flowers, in the
lakes, in the ocean. There are wonders in this world but Jesus did not say turn

to nature. He said come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will

- give ye rest.

But it is (tragic/ that man'_has turned away from,gg%gs and has fashioned

e —

himself 3££;§, made of wood and stone, and Egyfg/before them. Calling these

pitiful objects his Gods.

Throughout the world men bow before idols made of wood and-stone - they
pray to creeping, crawling things, and objects of worship which can only stir
their feelings but cannot meet their needs. Only when they know the Gospel do

they know the way. To whom shall we go, with the burden of sin. Shall we turn

to nature.

III. SHALL WE TURN TO SENSUAL PLEASURE
T

Shall we go to the pleasures of this world. Shall we look to these to
o A

take care of our fears, our aspirations, our hopes.

Eat, drink, yes, and make mexxy for tomorrow we die. Multitudes strive
& e P = e— -

to drawn their hope in the cup of pleasure and riot. Thus many turn away from

Jesus and from the congregation of the righteous to make a diet on the husk and
the sawdust of this world., Satan gets many people to follow him. Shall we

turn from Christ to worldliness.

<:ELEE.Y§EE,EQ/sheat_ggzgg%ggs - yes. If we want EQQEEELlEELl%§;z¥; yes.



If we want to be a Jesse James on the highway of life - yes. But if
we want eternal life we shall notwith worldliness discover it. Because every

time you let your bucket down in the well, it will come up empty.

IV. GSHALL WE TURN TOQ (IATERIALISMD
¥ -

These people ts, and went back to materialism instead of

-

Jesus. I would say God forpid. Jesus dealt with the spiritual and not with the

material.

Sir Oliver Lodge/ put monkey and man, like horse and bear, bore and _snake
S— = —
had a common father. Materialists say there is no future in store —n
di_gﬁ__be\i_SVdead - deWe. Dead as the nails in his coffin. There is no
= T

divine Christ -no Heaven, no spiritual life, no spiritual reality whatever. And
/\' ey ~ /

that what we call being born again - the religious experience is just sentimental

thinking.

The time vas traveling from Memphis to Harrisonburg - he_got on ..

a beautiful train in St. Louis. And after awhile there came a man and sat down
[ N E———

beside him. And he was not dressed as the preacher was. But he said he was one
B
of these men who went and got into his collar fgyl_:g{g’r:d. And we rode along he said

and@ th%, I am a priest. We\ll_,_w - and then he asked

the preacher what he was. Th‘e preacher said/I am aSEriegt. Well, the man said,

you aredrisied like a priest. Wel%he says, no clothes do not make a

-

preacher. BeWhad on a uniform when he betrayed his country. Then I
Ay e S

said, Dr. Lee saic}/lwgg. He said he looked at him as though he thought

he was one of those dictators from Europe. He said, @_d}yea—ge%—%ha&%uff.
The preacher saidﬁ picked up a little New ment and I turned over to the first
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Chapter of Revelation, put my finger on the verse that says unto him that lovgd
" !

us and washed us fro ins, in his own blgod, and hath mad ings and priests
; and washed us_ m\onr_a%, _/__%, ,,____LL%_,__[L:?

unto God and his Father for ever and ever. And held-it up to him. I want you to
N S

note now what he said. The priest saidfzéz? I see, you are a Baptist preacher.
N " O s ST

ST
And T guess that you are one of these,ggzg;_gg_snxerigfgachers.

The preacher said Af;you mean believing the R%Ple, the inspired, enerrant

e

word of God without any taint or mixture or error -~ inspired, personal application,
e S e, ~

regenerative in power — I am a cover to cover preacher.

Then the priest said_well . And the preacher said

that he put the emphasis on look. I co ! the same_for him - I said,
— Eir“*—"x—--—j;7

"Thank you'. There that was about the only thank you that I said though. He said

you look intelligent buf Zdo goé;éelievebﬁhat thing in the Bible about God putting

@ to sleep, > a wpole in him and taking a_gib out, and makingyma,n.

The preacher said7/é;_ggg;%$ I believe it. And I believe someFPing else -
S%E_fffii—ﬁiggng put chloxgghogm in the world - with all of its benefits in
relieving pain because he read abeut it in the book of Genesis. He was working
with sigk people. And when he would try to perform an operation on them - they
would shreak as they would on tofEEEE.EEEE§ as they were pulled apart 1imb by limb.
He rushed out of the operating room where the sick people were one day and said

Iccan't stand it. can' it. That night he read Gen. 2 - how God put Adam
! O o

into a deep_ilgep, performed an operation, sewed the hole up and made woman. Yes,

I believe that.

Then/yé'crossedbswords about this thing_gfﬂgzglg;ion. He said we had it

up and down. I asked him a*ﬁdéstioa that I have been trying to get an answer too

for overkgé/yga;s, And during that timeLI have not gotten a: telegram, a telephone
g " M—’_‘—\

message, a letter, a card - or any face to face answer from a college professor
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or anyone else. And I have been asking the question. On the basis of evolution

—

thing born in this world has it's own clothes on
—W’MW

excegt a humg%igggg, T said answer that on your theory of evolution.

A little old chick hops out of its shell and says .good morning. And then

goes off saying chick, chick, chick. A little kitten has its soft clothes, a

—
little pig has its new shiny bristles. A little old EBP has its nice beautiful
7
hair. The :igljyijjna;EQar has its fur. Everything that is born has its own
; | ' 4

clothes except a human baby.

I say, now on your theory of evolution, tell me why it is.

The @riess stuttered around and t m He never could answer it and
GEIESs stuttered arownd and o WA He never could g

no body ever can answer it on the theory of-evolution. But é:)can be answered

from God's word-and why is it. God made Adam and Eve in his own image. This
— e
book tells us in Psalm 104 that God clothed himself 1n<{é£ggggs.9£~llght2 He

clothed Adam and Eve in garments of light. And when they sinned, they 1ost their
pa—— A

garments and they were naked and ashamed. Ged had to clothe them and since that

time, every human baby that is born has to be clothed.

The preacher said to him ~ yesy/é qg_i_gigg: I do nat dress like one, I

do not live in a palace, I do nqt have a group of servants but I %Eigfking, I

am a priest.

Now that is »ﬁE‘Bible doctrine that everybody ought to get - that everybody

is a priest unto Godl That I do not have to have anybod to_God forxr me. I can
\‘____h\/ e

go for myself.

When the priest got off jn Pittsburgh, the preacher said he was_rather
: g

sorry for Pittsburgh, because the priest was angry, Because the preache sgparting
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words were - you are a funny man. And the priest says funny how. Do you know what

{ you have done right here on this train. You have gagged on_a rib and turn right
| prim=is s s

oot
i

H

aﬁgggg\and swallowed a l?veuﬁgpkgy, hifi, hair, tail and all. And you call that

schl shiga

Now that is materialism with its evolution. And I wonder(égéiikge turn to

that instead of tgo-Jesus Christ, There is no way that materialism can explain this
e

fact. When did it start.

Shall we turn to matgé}alism and evolution - I think that those who turn to

this are very much like the;little Jwho I heard about one time. Her little baby

\———‘———’
broshgxawas bggp and when he was about twg,gg_ggggg_ggxs_%;g, they put him in her
\\v——h i

arps and said - honey, g;;lgo.you like vour little brother. She said, I like him
— = —

alright except his head is_loose.

NI ot

Now I feel about like this with those who get bored with religion - there

-

is just one thing that seems wrong -~ their heads are loose.

-

« —"¥. SHALL WE GO TO(gCIENC£j
nSCLENCR

If we turn away from Jesus to infidelity and to science - I wonder if anybody

would be foolish enough to say that we ought to turn away from Jesus to unbelief.

I grant you that there are sometimes difficulties - for some minds to believe. You
say that it is hard to accept the Genes}s story about God making the world, making
man, and making woman. But it is much harder to accept the fable that the world

made God, isn't it. Which do you find it more difficult to believe. In the beginning,

God created. In the beginning heaven and earth created themselves. And then man

created God.
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- Now shall we turn to that darkness. Everything is born of nothing and

that God did not have a thing to do with this.

Now remem.bers behind all things, - everything. There is g‘.pmebody
behind the(ggggzgﬁ,glothes that yggﬂbgyg_nnmxgﬂay - there is a designer or tailor.

Behind theéagggé;khat you have on your arm or carry in your pocket, there was a
—— ——"

watchmaker ~ somebody behind it. Behind this boday, there was an

archiggg¢ who designed this. Beyond that, there were men who worked and labored
on this and hauledgbrigks—in a cart with the use of a mule from this railroad over

here to this lot. And built this building. Behind all of this.

<?;g Ingle was lecturing all over the country on the<;;§£gkes of Mbses;)
= ; =

Peopl yi ol h im., S i ! i h
eople were paying $5.00 a seat to hear him omeone said they wouldn't give muc

J
i
/

money to hear Inglesoll lecture but they would give $500 if they could hii;)%ﬁﬁg;;z
e /

—
on the mistakes of Inglesoll.

One night he was giving this égé;;}h and he was talking about man who
invented the gas jet. That he Q:Engzgfggg_hgmggigz_Ehanngggggughgist, the light
_ of the world. And he had just been dggggggg_in the race for governorship in
Il;;ggég. Because of the movement by the Sunday School folks of Illinois - they
kept him>out of the governor's chair. In his speech that night he said, tell me,
what good has Christ every done. T?ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%:. No bodﬁ/époke. Tell me ~ speak if you

know. Presently a liqzlg grandmother stood up in the back and said - Mr.‘zgglesoll,

- yes Madam, I can tell you oqgaghiggﬂhgﬂi;d. Hg kegt you from being governor-of
Illinois.
e

To whom shall-we& go. Shall we go to infidelity and science. Now I rejoice

in the achievements of science. Because it strengthens our faith really, in the

miracles of Jesus. You do not explain a miracle - you accept a miracle.
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I really have (no)trouble in believing I can go to my hoyse, or I can go
: > .

to a music shop and put on a tape and start it by a button. And I can listen to

\@ e
a dead man sigg who has been dead for_20 or more years. Many famous stars have

been long forgotten.

Science has done many wonderful things. We remember that Elish% put a
J\h—--———\ = -

hand full. of meg}_into a bit of pottage and sweetened it. The young students in
. — g Stuce
They did dgl know

the school who went into the country to get some cucumbers.

cuggghgxs_frnm_gnrds;__Now you talk about a country boy being green in the city,
the greenest thing you eve w in_the eigy was @ cit bo/ in the count The
& ‘,,//“_-“'—:‘gy ""’I—% w24 CJ oy _ /}? y

got those %ggggvand chopped them up and made them some pottage. When they put it

e . /
in their mouths - their mouths began to draw and they said, there is death in the
- £

Elisha got a hand full of meal and put it in and

pot. There is dgg;h_in_th_%g;.
! —_—
sweetened the pottage. Noqlzzksally do not have any trouble believing that. When
M' B

even today there are men who talk about old cast: ' out (ceal .tar Jand égﬂg\and getting

tance out of it 500 times s honey.  So if you gaud to_call your

S
Sp————

2 Bind o
wife s ing syeet-- you call her coke. Do cﬁall her honey or sugar - or

coal tar and you will really have somethingvQQQ_;imes—sweeter than sugar.

a sub

The wonders of science are something but that is far from God almighty

who can take my sins away from me when I put my trust in Jesus Christ and his

shed,blood.

Now materialism does not have the answer and science does not have the

answer. When you think about some broken-hearted mother who has lost her baby

- what do you say. To whom shall we go.
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. VI. WE MUST GO TOéHRIST)
=

To whom shall we go —(%;Q_ghis is the word for you today. If I should
~

go on talking another 1/2 hour. But the question is to whom shall we go with
o

all the questions, that we have to ask, and all the answers which we need. Whom

shall we go to with the problems of the familz. 0f the employer? The problems
of wealth, the problems of poverty. Jesus has a final word to say about all of
these things. Someday we shall need to take things to ascertain what he really
said about it. There are hearts that are broken, there are souls that are

crushed. And there are cries that need an answer.

Some people have made their journey to a fresh mound yonder in the

cenmetery. Where s%ﬁgg_ﬁhg_nemly—dﬁgd. é;:%hom shall we go. But to him that

stood by an empty tomb in the olden days. I do not speak of the hereafter when

I say that we have to go to somebody but I speak of the here and now in this

life - when I say that we human beings have to go to someone.

Man's soul must go somewhere out of itself to live - for bread that
s atisfied. @ is the only-fountain of living-wateér. The only bread of

life.i And he is the one that can offer to us what we need this hour.

esterton,

a layman, once told about some eﬁ ho set off from the

coast of England. They went to discover a new island. They were rﬁﬂﬂb and
T lew isla re

weary with old England - they wanted to get away to a new country. After a
! long hard voyage - they landed on the shores of what they thought was a new
: ) R
and exciting country. As they pgilgg_gg_;beir ors and boats ~ and ran up their

on the beach. They began to explore and look around. Something in the

”

landscape looked familiar. And upon investigation - they discovered they were

-

on the same cast of England from which they had set out.

;
i

¥ I

K
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Tryigg_gg_gsnaPEEEn%%gnd, they ran into it. f;;;;;}to get away from

home, thqyﬂgamé~hem%§>
<~ ‘

So 1@ who scorn Christianity - those who say and seek after a new
— g fvsliweloum Ao /,ﬁ —

and a better faith, those who struggle today and think there is something else

out yonder and get bored with church and religion - they must come back again

to whom shall we go. The onlxﬂsatisiaﬁ;pry answer is in Jesus Christ.
@ stands_across the pg:iway of every man - we may brash it aside,

but without Christ we are like ,children crying in the night. We are alone and

what can cleanse our soul. To whom shall we go.

- When the sgg;&,inﬁthetsky_gé;gown, and the df:%gsifvsggg%;gn. (Ig%whom

shall we go when the winds and the sgggms.gﬁgt upon us. And the breakers and

the waves thunder upon us. When there is loeli&gfg_ig_glgtgge ~ when there is
pain and sickness. And the hour of death - to whom, in the day of accounting,
when our souls will fﬁce the judgeme;:. When we are judged according to truth,
according to our guilt, according to our work, according to our performance,
according to the secrets of our hearts. Not according to religions or professions.

There is only one to whom we can go - and that is Jesus.



