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"THREE STOPS ON THE SECOND JOURNEY"

Acts 17

INTRODUCTION:

Paul traveled around on his misstenary journey and I am quite sure that he

g:a not seles;&the glacgs to go_ahead of time. We discover that some of

the selections were ﬁﬂﬁ bx the/IH OE_‘Spi-ri}.. He tells us that the Holy Spirit
fq.:hi.*./.bim to preach in certain places in Asia. And then in the M

urngz__’“‘_‘gg;g}__gg . pggg%? way. And a man

— \ » calling him in a vision. To come over and hedp. And there at

As he landed - and he planted the church. There was
In that city. There was the conversion

o ] an_eyil spirit. And then there was the conversion of

the

jailer) and his fﬂgx that were saved. The very beginning of a church at

Philippi.

We noticed also that Paul did not tell the jailer that he had to do this,

or that, or the other. But simply told him to bgliexe_in._thﬁ_LQ.Ld_{gus

Christ and thou shalt be saved. This was something of the first victory of

this second missionary tour.

he missionary tour.

4

he made on the way. Thessalonica, Berea, and Jw/ns.

. I. The missionary spent some time up in iﬁilﬁgi - but following

experience, they were released and they went on their way.



Paul tells uwed. They traveled through Apolonia and they

=
came dovn to Thessalonica. Where there was a@ﬁ of the Jews.

They stayed here aboutg weeks.,

- V.‘ I;).: The Scripture opens here - it says here opening ﬁmeaus to
?in and unfold. The matter of alleging means the lawwn of the

rgpgsd»éiﬂy

/eJ:_ out_in ordef and display. Paul took up the Scripture, oyned them, and
explained them, And did so by a sequence of arrangmep?. Layin re

them the re%p of this part to that, and to_the-ether. Forte:

could have said now this is thew the w This is what the prophets

say, and this is what the Ps&_ w.rtell us. Paul was a grand authority on the

Scriptures. This is what he used.

He reasoned of the Scriptures.

e ‘eggtgg}. EI_II inﬁ, he preached and declared from the Secriptures W
That he must first suffﬁr and%and then Wn This was the first

burden-of his teaching. Then other Scriptures were taught about their own
Messiah. Now this is what the ng,‘tailgi‘gn;;‘;gjrywﬁgwgfgp. So, the first

Messiah must:éuffer, he must {ise again.

Then he declared, that the @who fulfilled that teaching was (j:esusb himself.

So he presented Jesus Christ to them. The(, ag coming but
they saw him only as an eaﬁhly king. Paul was convinced according to the

Seriptures that he must suffer and die.
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And that there would be a resurrection. Now it was not easy for him to go into
the Jewish synagogue and preach 1ike that. I imagine that as a preacher, and as
he preached - h oted a preat deal of the Scri es and many of the Jews

e preache e qu preat d ’aggg;; y

accepted his sermons as the truth of God.

ForMhe met with them and a great number was saved among them. Some

were very prominent women, that were converted,

The - some believed. The Gospel either melts the heart or

hardens it.

ﬂs_c:;e were moved to ow;u:[on. And they hired certain lewd fellows.
Some who would be Ms in the hgﬂnds?ﬁw 1. Soon a mob against the

preachers.

6

to ggsar. High treason against Caesar. Preaching there is another king, one

d Ch ist . { -
a goo ristian man was §e_}_z;d The ghalese they are eeabrary

Jesus.

No@had emphas ] Christianity. That Christians must 1_i’vg_l€.%ly,

)

godly lives. They must not steal, lie, or_do wrong to their neighbor.

o Second, he had

o of Jesus. They bhadelostetheds
—

loved gnes. And the Lord told them that he was going to return. And people were

Now these eMes are given ove Ask Paul to write back to
this church later on. This was a great revival and a fine time. Many people were

saved and things were going well.
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But then ,g;@ of these people We of these preachers and

they became stumbling blocks. And they looked upon theg:_tﬂas erlgwgégs. They went

into- house and got this good man. Being a‘(hosf','.- and keeping these

preachers - they sei‘:gs_ulim and they had a charge and the expression was made.

f 1/
[ Whe”W In a certain sense, the charge was
true. Christianity is a revolution. The world—today needs turning upside=dewn.

Or rather if we'd do that, it will be turning it right de up. This revolution

must take place in the hearts of the individuals. The way to change the world

is to change individuals.

hey were saying

about them in V. 6 - thgeohoubbOibloalaker®

in the world. Their impact upon the world was really considered an exaggerated

complaint. WWS they went from house to house

in every city. ame by comparison to be sure. W

-t

mWJd. But I wonder if what we are going to see today in
this description, what is found in this textwt\\e(chur and these pwl;s\}of
P!

the Lord were W&uﬁl&'mkers. They

the Gospel today, if we'd turn around some of our traditions and politics, and

ress on the world. And
SRS,

LR

social 1life — and it would have a little bit of effect on our religious life as

.,
well. When we the coctail lounges in W ton, and the tﬂ-h-l:ﬁﬁ
today - £ shazzar's feast. LWe better look for the handwriting
== i%? Wunummnmmqv}maw Rt S A N NP e T
on the wall of these troubled times. We need to look at this generation through

some pure eyes.

@20“ Know most iiddhtatane date a7 they (ool SISLurb Suuphing.at.2ll-

In fact, they have a no disturb siggﬂqﬁhanging over their door. Do not wake up, or

get up. But the disciples of Jesus need not to be sleeping - as Jesus said, let us

rise and.be going. I don't think really, I will leave you comfortable.
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He said I wouldn't leaw u comfortless — but we__ggd,_so_m__nuzylal convictions

1ike Paul had. And he preached these convictions. And then a pattern of work, and
L!-i_‘_'__'____f

their sense of mission was tremendous as it made an impact upon that part of the

world.
~— T think of Wz who went out when he left vgxfﬂc_l&ggﬂl(wsﬁgpggl and
his medical practice. And he went to the barren coast of Labraﬂﬂ and he said

simply, I am in Labrado@hemuﬁéﬂ-mmcannot redeem the world without
WARS{?; like that. But we can slm;gggh_gxgz%hing today.

e can hear the good g%s of the Cospel and go to sleep. No wonder the sinac

wrote é& clock struck %om a Sunday, and the church

There arem of us that are balcony type Christians. We are on-logkers.
VWW@‘M "‘.,&9
— 1"‘“‘-‘
Peter Marshall said we need to equi ourselves for deeg sed “mg. But most of
| ———T T e

us fool around pulling-plugs. out of bathtubs.

of us toWand tﬂ notice E%cause of our

E‘ﬁdlineSE I No, we make room for all shades of evil in our lives. We promote
the world. FEven sometimes in the church. Rather than promote the church out in

the world. Thus, we do not trouble anybody.

The greatest need tonight is for some of the Christian people to get involved

in the kingdom of God. If we were moved 1ike Paul and Silas, we would cause

S

q/ After this charge of Jason in V. Sq ’- they had také security;of him. They let

/ the others_go and they moved on to the next stop. St number 1. They turned

the(%orld upside down)



And the brethren immediately sent away P, Unto

erea, and coming thither they went to the Mo'

preached the same message.

— @ They were é:éanoble and we see what happens when people study the

Bible. They recieve the word with all reeﬂqﬁg_gﬁmmj,nd and search the Scriptures

the Jews. And they

daily - whether those things were so.

So to avﬂﬂ further EE“E% for the brethren, w

and they arrived here. This is a real ’:@ ere - these people were more

P
w‘ It would be ai»fggn_dgrfpll thini _E‘o have W, get out

their Bibles and verify the truth of the pw To get down the
i —, :
chapter and study.dit. If lq_s_t‘:__m_ggh would listen to the Gospel and open their

Bibles, and cw the preacher's sermon. Here at ;_lgE;a, these people

C@ And we discover that they were ready to receive. It was not quick

belief, but they appealed to the Scriptures to find out if these things were

true.

P T
-

i / ~
14 { "
Here is a f\ : te - these peopleug&gﬂ 3‘3}2 Llive ggﬁg&gq};ﬁi%&?x, They lived

A -
on the _bmayf And they were willing to stay. Sometimes we think we are more

intelligent when we live in a certain place. Some people have an idea to preach

T WS (N R A P A T S Ty

_in the ‘;ié?}‘?' is diﬁf&:@}t or a difficult thing. By no means, the é;;plg in the
country will ge i “Q:’l::‘F and they will study. These Bereans were noble
# o

and they were determined to find out the interpretation of the Scriptures.

I remember hearing a @about a Who went one time
before a‘_counta churchlto Rreacb. He had worked on a S“WL‘?‘E' He had

a lot of b ds_that he was going to gefoff that day. And when he had oA
. }.J
finished -~ o: gldﬂt-romanin the conprecation said - T knew he has his wi’d( turned



too high ﬂen I seed him coming.

Now those who were born in the country, know what that means.

Now these people daily studied the Gospel. And what it had to say to them.
'

-
v. 2% Tells us that many of the hW and the men, not

a few. That little statement there tells us something.

eard about this meeting,

@ He tells us that the 3\ back ..

what was going on this village and qW_}gﬂn of Berea. So they @i down

to stir up gﬁie. This was a m_ewk. But thew

&Ea ﬁet something goinﬁ Erettiz_ﬁood - and you see, the Devii still uses _people

to hinder the work of the kingdom. And it is a shame in the world how the Devil

can do this. You know Christ is wonderful, his love is great, and Christian

living is marvelous.

SW I heard ofW— i Mi ihief critic in my church.
Personally, T don't want that man in my church. And I wouldn't %ﬂce to be in that

®

man's shoes.

Y4
SRgRaNagasakd, 1 153 s00d thing to have 2 distle.ompgaition
expect oppo ionv@ But [we o pposition within the
. S -;::"“

church or within the ranks of the church. If our churches were 1007 on God's

side, we too could turn the worw. (:: !we lived like Christ with
M"' I

patience, cleanness, kindness, etc.

.K”""-#: f/
It is a shame to our own record. (¢ aid T think I would have become a

Christian if it would not have been for Christians.l

¥
'Well, we
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So thel we see they were charged with turet/'xinﬁ the world upside-down.

And now theffgecond they find the happy wonderful experience of people.who....

stum And so many people doubt the

Bible. I read about an M\ ho new.&_ﬂud for truth and

auw. He believed it. He read from the law On one occasion
he was not aware that some of the pWogether He began to read.~
‘aqﬁﬁoah took unto E1¥E}f a wife, Which was, he.turned the page. And read on.
mgi_lzj‘:‘lmmg SW wide, Wr wood. And cover, itch

151 e aRde Uty '

hers and s , that SOW doesn't it. Latmhemkead.lt

again for emphasis. And he read it again. Thg;fpx:aac.h\emlza%gved this was the

i a RLTSE

worde@f=Gods AND if Cod.said it, ifediilebOnSOn Anwt_ﬂ’a;w
f i/
111ustraLgeaRatlkalOnse That says,’ nigeisefaattully WISAdeAlullY D200, de-,f

Now this old preacher be}ieved the word of God. And our church needs Bible
Study and our people today need to get into the Word. And to examine the Word.
The Word is food - from it we get strength for daily living. The Word is
power. And the word reveals Jesus Christ. The Word brings victory to us.

Over our sins.

V. 14 - immediately we discover that after people had been stirred up, Paul

left to move on to the next stop.

T

We begin with V. 16 - we are impressed. While Paul waited for them at Athens

s i irred 1in him and he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.

oA

Fdun

What he saw, wonderful buildings - idolatry. GCods on eve hill and in every



street and in every home.

Paul was not impressed by the ;gin§§ that would impress other men. All the

splendor and the history of their schools. f{gﬂ@&!&ﬁ%@ﬁhﬁrémmmw

out the marble. But he felt that all of this was preverted power. Since it was

all on the side of idolatzy. That they had wi«}s and their

intellect. And that this had not brought a moral purpose for life. And they

had spw . As he walked along every.skreet - there were more than

altars, s%and ﬁ }As one historian wrot}a - it was em

find a&than to find i maa in Athens. These were man-made deities that were

lined up.

g V. 17)- The synagogue. He went there to the Jews, to the devout persons and
R i T T

preached. RWth the W

V%Here he reasoned with the phiiimg)bcfé daily.
= @ Certain philosophers, Fii“iijﬁs -‘- the highggg good in p__le“az_gure.

They ascribed the creation of the world to chance. %g@q e merry
- tomorrow you die. They thought

of the pleasures e lust
P, selod e e uzf W
of all forms. ;? W Prga. 7 e P/ T

WF = P Fer0 P
; & leimiuaitirg g~ Nolddior<+ P Ao (N —

the highest good is.virtue. The world is ruled bz fatﬁ. There was

no use to weep over anything. th; - so we will just harden

our hearts against everything. (Dltaliow 4 — WW% MMP ﬁﬁw

What wouldW In other words, he is just
e V— 7,

a /SMA Te piE:ks up gg,m@ing here and there and he goes around reciting

e

it. Some people today see no sense in preaching the Gospel. They say it is

fooli_shness. And yet God's plan calls for preaching. Gospel is the power of
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God and salvation. But it seems to set forth a strange god.

a a ;ars Hiﬂ g— They told him about this ﬁatheriné Elaés where they listened
= -

e —

everyday to thew And we read that they spent thelr

time in nothing else. But to tell or to hear something new.

Now this is something like the Supreme Court getting together, and say we are

going to put Paul on trial. And he stood there in that position.

@Paul stood in the midst, of Mars Hill.
o

I

-~

; on M Hill. T _have a Eictu;e_standing on top. Looking
out toward the Aiiggglis. And the hill that is cm;gd with ﬁods. And it is
from this position that Paul spoke. ¥ of Athens, I perceive that in all

things ve are

Paul started off and said,‘;ou are reliﬁious ;‘ Mow these people had more

religion than they knew what to do with.

‘d
— @Paul talks to them - and he said I have/found jan altar hep€ to the
——‘A- L — R it

od,§wvhom therefore ye ignorantly worship.

Now this was qwcund quite a message for Paul to capitalize in the
T L 3

famous city of Athens and to give his observations here on Mars Hill. He was
e £ R

speaking to g iiamed audience. Most of the people who heard Paul speak there

at Athens were indifferent people. The Scriptures say, a few of them believed.

. A
V_._@- This God that I want to talk to you about is th_e‘Creator.g The Lord



o 8

of Heaven and earth.

Sl v iaindspenient: s cod 1s selioaucticigns) Peut said, and vou

people have missed it. He is the supreme personal God and furthermore is the

siurce of life. Breathiné and everything. Paul says, rises from him and makes

him Whers and youLmgoeds .

w— Paul says, he('w) This view runs counter

to the Greeks. And he claims here that one Cod, the creator of one race.

\‘a
V. 527}; That tl}ex should seeh |ﬁ°d' One thing about him is —W

leygan-be. found.

@— HM Tor in him - here is proof of GCod's nearness. Right

here. That we can be made sons of CGod.

V. @ He is not an idol of stone. We ought not to think of him in this
A ———

way.

p
‘ Vi 30 i— Paul says nce! Since of caldmbfeddans

- where art thou. Wor repentance. God says that I want you,

and you, and you! In the face of the proud temples, God says repent. In the

face of this unknown God and these other gods,w
& M And he is ready to receive you. This was a radical

message for these people. %W And they have Gods all

around, But now here is a God that can come in and change the situation of life.
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‘@ w Because hW in which he will

judge the world of righteousness. By the man who he has ordained Whereof he M}.ﬁ.

YV b
has given assurance unto all men. In that he hath raised him from the dead. &

o e — Ao ke Sl — 260 L M S 2lo o] 2~ L
ijw,z: O'vw%‘a-m—’/(/

h . When the son of man
There has been a da}, we know not the day nor the hour

will come in his glory.

The iudﬁe Hii aﬁﬁ,o,iﬁted tEﬁ day. The W the right hand

of power.

o N
Now you tonight can (laugh day, people

(! - E0PLE ALE do
all hed. What hagaened The flood came. I Ifir-2 ! ghe:

The fire and Erimst:)ﬁﬁ fell r’gﬂ_l't_e_predicted the fall of Jerusalem.

People pushed it aside. They were carried away in the captivity.

/@aid, you laugh. God hath appointed the church - he died and he arose

again. And you can go on rejecting him. And live without him. But he says, you

|

_Now, God has appointed the day when he is going

to judge this old world in rigggggggnes.s, and it is an absolute certainty. And
R —————. -

I guarantee the judgement day is going to come. Men often escape in human

courts. But when Cod sends forth his officers to gather the people together
e >

on judgement day, they will have to come. And they will have to be there until
the case is settled. Men may often escape even preaching today, they might go

and get out from under it, but they can't escape God.
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He is going to judge the world in righteousness. How you would rejoice if
every believer believed this. And how we would rejoice if every unbeliever and
every infidel would believe this. But there will be a meeting in which every
infidel and every hypocrite, and every unrepentent member and person will come.

That is a meaningful matter.

, ur.mind, the w It is aWd. I"11 tell you tonight
- the judgement day has already been E;t

- " The second thing I'll tell you - t}w. At that
judgement bar. The %Eaves are going to be opw The Wts

dead. The w. and the W_ in history. ij eﬁerors, generals,

and the Scripture talks about a great day. R_e;,,ﬁ.

y r
t"‘_ﬁ ~

The judge who is

younger than the courthouse - already has his standard set. And it is going to
w M@” vl -

B i
e [T, — [2laails foopl ,a’a_.ﬁa, A oo

I

o

55(.0” You no doubt have heard people say - Lord, just give me justice. urgeon Jused

e 1"_‘ f
*ﬂulwg . to_say,.everything above H . And yonder at the judgement, lives
talde 7
WM are going to be measured by the life of Jesus Christ. é:lwe should be called

topight to stand before him would we say about the sins, the thoughts we've

had, the doctrines we have believed in. The account of your life. The deeds done

in the body. They will come up. The things that you have forgotten. The base

deeds. This whole world will be judged. The secret things will be judged. And

will be brought up.
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And you will be judged according to your ngg‘s. And I say unto you that

every iw that man shall speak, they shall givg an account therefore in

the day of judgement. The words of your heart, the words of your mind, the impure
words, the unkind words. The gossipping words, the slandering words. All of these

will come up in the day of judgement.

Inspite of the love of Cod, inspite of the blogd of Christ, inspite of the

call of the Gospel — conviction of the spirit. This tells us that there is going

Some@ckei. Paul called for repentance. And they thought

life was fate. Some ‘%ostgonedi- humanity does the same thing this hour.

Somefbelieved. "

people were going to break up the meeting. They concealed a man in _th:q"

y
vas holding a meeting, in @\\ Some of the

he was going to unlock the door and open the door, and break up the meeting.

They sang a h and listenad to a praver, and then a serm
___y_m7 p__j_? sermon was preached.
The man in the sack was so moved and convieted - that he cried out.for.mercy.

—

The people were aﬁsggégggd to find a sinner in_a.sack. Seeking the Saviour.

e O

The door was never opened and the man was glg/l-'i__ﬂuj}.-l’wﬁgved.

 m——

Now tonight, God can bless-.:?x and save you from your sins.



