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THIS STRANGE LOVE
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1 For God loved the world so much that he gave his only son so that anyone
._-—-——'———7 e

7
that trusts in him.will never perish but have eternal life. r All great men have

had their fav"‘%{:’gﬁgg{t. And perhaps there is no text in all the Bible that has

L .
been the text that we might call euggbodg s text. Here, a very simple heart -
~cat things. And

is the very essence of the RBible. This text

b ]

these things seem to be strange becajse it developes for us somethlng of a

-
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It tqlis_%that theand initiative in our salvat}on 1ies with God.

That qomething — that Christianity is presented in such a way. \‘Tieiny times i?\'
‘-‘."-"—-n--_-_.—_#-w—c

Ok

sounds that Cod was persuaﬁci;ii to work out forgiveness, qon-f?@'imes men speak of Cod

as beingor unforgiving. Or at other times as loving and gentle. But some

times we get the idea that didj_omething to change God's attitude about sin.

—
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And to bring forgiveness. PBut our text tells us that it was witl—(God that it all

——

Swﬁ Tt was Cod who sen&~his-son. And he sent his son because he loved men.
— == - P

At the back of everything, there is the love of iGod. And we call this, in our

sermon tonight —- S;Eﬁggg_,:ﬁrz

/
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ye’is ope /of the greatest forces in

the world. It binds up wounds. It soothes sorrgws. It 1lifts burdeps. It rights
__,./.o-—————'——7 —_—

I'd like to develop this idea for us.

wrongs. It gixes courage and strength for life's task. It helpsto forget ourselves

and see what is best for .others. It EWEI. And puts life on every

step we take.

&+

. know about love is to know about the divine nature of € God.( I _John 4: 8 He
«\.w%ﬁ

i
that loveth not - knowth not Cod. TFor Cod is 1ovg. Yow God has created us in his

-— = -
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image. Anddiehre able to love because we

ble re a little bit like;;im. God shares his
love with us. Andl}:[s divine

thus that we can love as he commanded and expects.

for them that despitefully use you and persecute you.

AW T

2
good for us to look at this subject tonight. (Ggdhcommended,

while we were yet sinners, Christ.died for.us. Rom. 5:8,
the guilt of sin and sought a pardon. Love saw sin. And sought ground for reconci}}iation.
Love saw defilegent of sin and sought a wav of clefﬂasing. Love saw sin and its damage
and brought restoration. Love saw sin as enslavement and sought freedom. TLove saw the

death of sin and sought to bring a way of life,

Tet us now think of this strange love inm T would like to

iy

(focus!our attention in order that we might have something to tie our ideas around in

< " t g - /
this sermon. W v? Vo Lf__‘“l’f‘-’?/‘f“z“?g

I///, I. ILLUSTRATED BY MAN'S LIFE
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Yes, love something that is strange and it has been illustrated in the life of

man. TFor thefu

We love our best friends. Ve love our children. We love a parade. We love God. And

5

there are all kinds of lowe that has been exyﬁgg_e_d__ by man.

Johp i nif is reputed to have the world'rs/{argest collection!of love letters.

s e dere
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He contends that too many people forget that the secret of romantic success is to
——— —— —

=
confess 1ovoTithouf3f§§5 or shyness. Now these love letters make courtship happier
&= 7 o= - :

and greatly help him to win his heart's affection.

nts to feel that someone loves him. And to @ a

e ”~

He says that

love letter assures him of this in the most enduring way. WNow out of this large

(:?llectig;)someone said, .2.loye letter is si 7

B cere,” He replied
you can sense whether it is heart felt If it isn't sincere - it is not a love letter.
N

Well now this is one way that strange love is illustrated in man's life.

S = / /
h tinent. One brok id
th lr girls falling in 1ove when they go_gg_g%gg;;gns on the continen er sa

that he had 200 young men whose é;;;;)were going to Furope.resorts for their vacation.
\ o / -

And they have taken out policies which stand to net them about $2!800§::>their sweethearts
= : — 7

)couples. And of course in

p—

marry someone else. WNow the policies only apply to(engas

the last two years when this was reported, the engaged couples were for girls bhetween
17,EEQ’25‘ And they had another policy that was a little cheaper for girls between 25
and 30. And so these men wanted the assurance that they so dgeply loved - that they were

spending their money for insg;ance against the with and marrying other

P Y et
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men.

BE;Q by thg_iggg;gg;e company to thg_men.

——

- but /diving love knows no gﬁange. And vou don't have to have an insurance policy in

P4
connection with divine love. As someone wrote this(;;;;D—-I love thee in life. TI'l1




love thee in de%gh. And praise thee as long as thou lendth me breath. And say wvhile
— e

the death dew lies cold on brow, if ever T loved th%g_— lLord, Jesus, tis 1.1ow,§g;‘iJ
_‘—'—__—7 . 7 -— e T

Yes, it is 1llystrated by a man's life. This strange love.

fggqﬂyear 0ld son and her 3/months old baby out on the porch to catch a little ray of
/ i
sunshine. The little boy was impressed with the fact that he was to agt.as-a guard

baby brother. e nestled up close to him - and there was also a 3 months old

on the porch - pressed against the little boy. The three formed quite a

) A man was passing by with an.educated heart for beauty. He walked across to
o ks .
the little bhoy and spoke very softly. What are.you doing, sonny, he asked. And the

1) T
boy answered - I'm loving them. And that little fellpw was sitting perfectly still

AT S TP E S T T S Epe

with deep emotion in his heart. He said he was loving them. You know, there is no

<:EGE;;“E;;E§§>39gmgen.ghat can write and tell about this strange love. And especially

when you think about thejggggggg_EEEE, of what Gog was doing when he placed his son

=—

in the arms of Mafﬁf- He was loving us. That is one of the of mankind.

And yet we find this strange love illustrated in man's life.

e have definite love for one another. I read the

" )
how he stood by his Wif? and he said, we h@;dﬁﬁffj other's haﬁgs and 109Jed down in the

face of our son who had been stricken with ,91/6. Back in the 1940's. And tota

Rﬁ%%%giéds the little fellow nine Xeaggfélg, lay there. T4dl.never-be-able.to.forget

{f'ﬁ ’ £
when my wifewturned to the and said,\isn't there something that can be done. )
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And in those dark days, that fine Christian ﬁoctor stood there - a trained specialist,

2/
a student of medicine, and held out his hand in a gesture of dismay. Fe answered, there

P
is nothing.,/ﬁothing we can di?7'

/
£
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L. can_ change my life. And there comes back these rlnging word ‘g%"

S I D 2 'f:‘?,i- V?“?m!wv Ty

And if this takes place truly, it is a strange love. The Sayiour of the world. The

@Who could say before Abra}am - 1 am. The of whom the angels san;%at his

birth. The one of whom the angles spake when he sald the Holy Spirit shall come upon
you Mary and the power of the most high will over shadow you. Therefore, the child to

be born of you will be called holy, the son of Cod.

Therefore, it is illustrated by man's life this strange love - can someone do

something.

TI., TLLUSTRATED BY WIDE-ANGLE LENS

Our second point or idea leads us beyond human love now to the great idea that

you know as all

results is there is more understanding and importance put on the w1de-an§1e lens which

is useful for%flpgaéégﬂﬁiﬁturesy

type of lens. In a spiritual sense it is ¢

problems. And in another way it brings up righ
GRLE

over-looked.

o

S, us‘toulook at thij 2 ,wand at life, through the wide-angl
lens. What are we going to do about it. God s0 lovgd the world that he gave. Here

it is - the greatest hour of sharing in all the world. It is here - put on the screen
7

for us. And it is illustrated by the wide-angle lens of our wonderful, wonderful Cod.
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space,. This ball, we cal}_ghg_gae;h or the world. And as we think about it

sa , is in a mess. Now~6§§£ﬁq we.pakensueh, atement. Is it because a
‘L__‘_&_g " gy L TS S . = g ‘-4{“‘!-':“

large part of the world's population iﬁdggggxy. A large part isﬂgggk or in war

because of injustice or pozg;gg, or corruption. Or spiritual values that have been
— o —

lost.

to know it. And it
angle lens - we are
It is my conviction

thing vou can do is sha;gwphig good news.

. What is it that the world ggggﬁwgggay - what
is it that you want today. The human race may refuse to listen. But here is something

that is very strange in this wide-angle lens. {

Ameri€a. Or that God so loved thef;gﬁg. Or that God so loved the E;adﬁ‘race. Mo, it

says that God so loved the g;gg;_hig_qué:gpﬁih, And only with a wide-angle lens are

we able to see this. If he hadn't loved everybody, he wouldn't have loved anybody.
—

Now God iscgéilin a little boé_— he is bigger than that.

1.-593‘5 of age and wounded on the mud flars and the Jéggﬂggg had pigggg_E}Enggg_jlgg.

Death was inevitable if _soreone..di ”f--:!__gre and limb to bring him in. So one of

the chaplains in the Nar%EE_QEEELE_EIé%;ed out to the boy - and the lad recqggized the
—_—

; P Al
Chaplain and said, but sir, I don_t belon t ,ynur)rel;g;pn.l Without the slightest

hesitation the Chaplain sorta smiled and said,(ngqﬁyou don't belong to my religion. But
1 ”
you belong to mv Go d &

AT s

Now if somehow we can get our dimensions correct, that here is the good news that
W______N
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Cod loves the qg;ld—thzaugh_igsgg_ﬂ%f;st. Now to whatever extent does the world

know it right now. In this day in which we live. T do not know. But here are the

wide-angle lens - that God loves the world.

e Jews - it may be strange. UWhen the@ of Fggpklin£~90§egg%"t:w

was anmounced - now that was news. But it was news about one man dying. Now this text
W e kS

Now this is g

tells about the oqlz_gg;ﬁgg%rggn who ever lived. And that is good news., Because he

conQEEEEQ_QEE;E,//NEé to what extent does the world know this. The news of this

redeeming love.

 spiiil —
meéting in his/ church. One evening when the inyitation was given an eldgrlv woman
came forward to make a public profession of faith and agk.foxr baptism. After she shook

hands with the pastor and sat down on the front pew,

ably as he buried his face in his hands.

After a few moments, the paquz_%;gggmgglm At thefend of the invitation, he said

to the congregation, folks, I'11 havéﬂto ask you,fé forgive me, My emotions almost
- i | — e : P — ——

MRS
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speak.” Vhen I came here 8 years apo and took

ovaercame me., I am too happy really t

ks
S

Jof this community, T found/81_
' e

l%;g}g %ﬁg&ﬁ} carry, and I promiﬁiﬁJ

SRS

have aé lrept that prom %’-s

1 .
81, I've seen everyone of them come to Christ. ¥No wonder he wep ovy. The

S

jéﬁdtfﬁé Lord has beenrgood. This lady is the last one of the
— . S ————

Scriptures effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man availeth much. James 5:16.

Now this pastor was looking at the world through a wide-angle lens. He had the

. -

whole community upon his heart. And that illustrates for us a strange love.

e s T
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This strange love is illustrated here - that. those.whe believe in him _ghould

peris And there is qgﬁggfg; in all of the Bible that we better love or often guote

as I have said. Tt is so plain that a_Ehil% can understand it. And God's attitude

of love to the world - his free gift of eternal 1ife, and the simple condition of
—_—————p

obtaining that life by trusting in Jesus are truly tremendous. But that text has one

darl line in it - even though(iz:;;\;)bright picture. The phrase —(E%Puld not perisﬁé)
e g 7 e s A B e

Peminds us that there i}i "‘_connectedrwith this matter of a .Strange. ;Qve. It

ATy,

he is talklng about{uhoqé“that are goigg_gg*perisg7 Now this means to be lost. Tt does

Sl RTIES

jﬁ“E mean that one is a hagﬂgg§g$g;iq}nal. Or a well=zto=do . It simply means that

word of God is ver&mﬁlaln at this point. That a man is %pst.

4 //

st# No, he

said, once T was

in a spiritual realm, there are mgny

their way to CGod.

They are bewildered 1lik Boone. They will never find their way out.

get him a #jB?and find him some ggggégythat will help him. He will be embarrassed if

he does not know the right direction to go in. He will be unable to read all of the
"
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of the streets.

Mow those who live in God's world knows what this means. Now the same is true

sh. He;ggye”higa%gngthat he might

Now vou can lose your way

completely. No doubt Daniel Boo ost his way. He may have wandere rcles until

he was hungry and exposec‘ But ho

to get away from life. This is futile - it is like a horse on a treadmild, - forever

walking and arriving nowhere. Man without Cod soon finds life is tasteless and profitless.

It is like a down on t
build them castles of sand. ﬂnlv to see the

can watch men and women Uho(a;ﬂ;;i)follov Cod = djrectiﬁps in planning life. They
-

-« T

You have watched ghildren on the beach

 in and wash it away. Now you

——

will find that their worgrig_ggin Now Cod cannot go contrary to his plan and to his

purpose because he sent his own son to save that men might not perish.

I read about :a couplebuying a qgwmand it sWﬁoad
crossing. They looked up - a fast train was coming. They didn't have time to get
it started - the maz_ggg_hlsﬂmife jegggg_to safety. The speeding train hit the

automobile broadside and ground it dinto 99%%?4%:, Worthless ignk. Now the automobile's

metal and upholstery was still in exisgggﬁg in a sense that you couldn't find all of

the pieces. i Now;in _a similar fashion

IFSIee

. They are not satisfactory to

y
Cod. They live in a pointless wav as the that was lost in the mountains. As the

j;hat was dropped by the woman. As the (hoy)that was lost in the far country away

from the homestead.

/

- awav from God. I don't know how to illustrate
.F,.-—-‘-_——-__-’

)]

yfonce about a(rebegzagainst the United qtates.
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urt for treason.

In the early days of this country, the man was brought to Federal

ates. He wished that he

During the progress of the trial < he cur

might ggy@;mggégﬂghg»ygrds again. The | him from the courtroom and when

he brought him back - he gave him this unique sen e. And he imposed it upon him,

And he told him that he wished that he would never hear the word Tnited States again,

so he was going to ¥ix if so that he should never have anvone mention it to him of his

'a%wlﬁﬂﬁr Therefore, inst of puttin 1 - he placed him on board of

_him in.Jdai

12

locked up in a cabin. Vhen the cgngbggk on it's return vovage, just before it

i

B e W i
reached the home port, each time this man was to F@Kg

———

ransferred) to another boat that

was going to a foreign port. So that he could QEE_EEE_EEE—ﬁhglfgyof America - confined

to a cabin., He was fed well. No body ever.

W

d to him aktout home. And if a newspaper

.
were given him - it was first censored. All the references to America were removed.

To books or pgrcels of America were ever put in his bigds. e was treated with cold

and silence. And as far as the sailors were coneerned, he might as well have been dead.

In this dreadful isolation, he lived out his days. And the story goes,@i@é@at the end
did he gain touch with his homeland.

marn who regg%%gwand r%;5§£s

Now this story is al A,
o

Christ. Little by little he draws away from the Saviour until all consciousness of

MepaRrREi, e I
Cod leaves him. And Cod has forever withdrawn from him and from his presence. FEven
though God is love - a lost man faces an eternity without love. Inspite of God's
BSE map laced 3

mercy — there can be then no way to pay his pqulty of sin. If God is light, man who
has rejected this must sit alone in everlasting darkness. Cod says I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked. Therefore, this text, this strange love is illustrated by
a dark line that vou should not perish. And God has put forth his last effort to save

you.

Dawson Trotmap, the leader of the navigators, had been water skiing. He climbed
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into a quEE_Egg;_LQ_;gg_. And he exchanged seats with one of thehgiglg in the hoat
e ———

to give her a safer place, Since she could not swim. A fqz_giggxgsfiater - both—of

—

e. Trotman ke

them were thrown_into ;he ad above the water. Until

ISR T TR ----‘l--—:!_;fnl-"".‘ SR e =
the bqateapuld return to nigkﬁ;bgm“gp Just as she was taken aboard - he sank. He
SARALG e / Wm

gave his 1life to save her. Fad he not sacrificed.the/

wwﬁiﬁiﬁfThe lustefor.the UnJUSL oo
- that he might bri%&_gswgg GQQ;: [ Peter 3:18. That he has taken upon himself the

heavy load of sin that we could not 1lift ourselves. He came to seek and to save that

which was lost.

So we have illustrated by man's life - we have illustrated by the wide-angle
lens. And we have illustrated by a dark line in the text. There is one last

il1lustration.

y/// v, I
e

TLLUSTRATED BY POWER TO LITT
i o

think of God as looking at man in their disobedience and in their rebellion and saving

S s b-aénghgm. 1t ll humble thgg I'11 bring them to. discfpline. el ngigh them.

It was not to satisfy his desire for power that God acted. Or to bring the universe

under his heel= Tt was to satisfy his.love. That God is l_ﬂgmndering

child has come home. God does not crush men into submission - but he seeks to win them
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by his love.

This is .the powex.that lifts. You see something of the Qideth

sl S e T
@ that God so loved, Yot J_:_h.gsnaf, ion. Yot the good fsople. Not
s YT S T MR TG

only the people whguloved him - it was the world. The un%gggéb%; and the unlovely. It

here. It was the

onely who had no one else to love them., The man who loves God, and the man who
e AR

never thinks of Cod. The man who nests in the love of God. The man who may reject or

spurn the love of God. All of this is included. As St. Augustine said, God loves each
one of us as if there was only one of us to love.

! ¥

<§; P. Schofielg)gave some verse - T heard a sweet story, I know it is true,
- . EE:-‘?
P4

‘ Tt took a firm grip on my soul
Tt told of a Saviour who came to save

And make a broken life whole.

HUis love won my heart

A love that will never depart

Te took sin away and came in to stay

% His love won my heart.

4 1 want to be faithful, and loyal, and true

To the love that won my heart.

This strange love has power to ,]*f" t because it is a perfect love. It is an eternal
I
love., UWhy the roclaimed I have 1oved thee With an ever,a Jave, so_God
= e s R e
gg;d,_ Jer. 31:3. And it is an unchangeable love - having loved his son - which was

in the world - he loved him until the end. John 13:1. Nowsuch love.

Ve can talk about it. We can give hin;s about it. We can talk about our testimony of

it. TVow do you define it. I don't know, vou have to talk ahout how you feel about it.
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s lnovs nodapds. Feglppo busdegs. Thinks nothing of trouble.
AP A O Ly ¥ =¥ e 4 e 7

e

Atggm?fs what is above striggth. "And pleads no_excuse of impossih%}ity. This is

something of real love that really is of the purest and the deepest affection. And

this strange love goes bey%gd that which is friendly in feeling. Beyond that which

is just affection. But it brines strength to the individual.

I I_)rummond in the Chaggg.es&.[.:;e - an essayv, told about a

:fwhose llfs had been one ¢ of Tashion until one day all of that was changed and she

B

became serious and earnest and devoted to her Lord. She had a wonderful character

_.t),which no_one was ever

allowed to open. One day in a moment of unusual confidence, one of her companions

was permitted to touch the spring and learn it's secret. There was ngzgggggwnhggggraph.
——

No earthly face. No name. But printed neatly in her own hanc}w.ﬂng on a piece of

= __n77 o _

"Whom having not seen, I love.'f And of course, this

e bt o

is strange leve. The one a]togethg; lovely Draws like a magnet. <0h ILove that gave

thyself for me, help me to live and love 1ike thee. And kindle in this heart of mine
-— — e ———— —_—

satin rihbon, were these words:

- the passion fire of love divine.

(o

An old!sain;>once Erayed,(;nlargg thou me in love. That I might taste how sweet
it is to love and to be dissolved. And as it were to bathe myself in thy love = let

me sing the song of love. Let me follow thee my beloved. Let my soul spend itself
L2 R e AL

in thy praise. Rejoicing oh love. LeE_Eg_lggg_;hee_mnxepthanﬁmxgglf_: and love 'myself
l"""'--_ﬁ_____,_._——

X
only for thee. 1And in thee, all that truly love thee as the law of love commandeth,
ok Ol e

shining out from thyself.

Ththat is powerful concerning love that 1ift#
was a s?%vithout compare. And in the .@ of China, he

as he transla¥€d many tex;ﬁgg%; that have been used across China. This was in his

was something/marvelous

heart - a great spirit. And it is difficult to imagine the power of Christ's love

- 2 LS - P O RN BT 10T SR = e
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their way to us tonight. As a(E;;;;;%;i;;orce began to move down upon China, word

<
ran ahead of their approach. Because of the prominence of the Christian leader,

Wauchman was warned to flee from his homeland. We was surely to be the Eg;gggigf

the Communists. They would not tolerate his outspo¥en Christian beliefs. WHe had
-

ample opportunity to get out of China. FWHowever, he held on to the power of lovg. God

had called him and bound him to China - and there he would stay. He could do nothing

else but remain in China.

The Communists moved into the pr:;iiigne where he lived. They watched him with

caution and concexn. .at r )he was arreSted as one too dangeron da g,as one too dangerous

to be loose in the Communists society. Tven then he continued to minister to his

pa—

beloved China, by wrjfing messages out of pris?EZ/ When writing materials were taken

from him, he sent messages out carefully memorized by his messengers. Many times

these messengers came out from the Communists guards. They had been saved by the

witness of his living testimony, to the grace of God. A1l over China these messages
7

were diEE;ibuted in ﬁeafle | form. Chinese Chrigtians carefully waited for his messages.

Fven from prison -'he was ihe leading Christian in the movement of the mainland of

China.

The Communists tried every way short of death to stop him. They did not want to

kill him because this would be a martyr and thus thrust this Christian movement ahead.

Still_&EE_Eggigggﬁ_ﬂggld_ggmg_9%§ and they seemed to have no wav of stopping them.
In desperation, they brought him out to the for pyblie displ

There they sev ;gf@?%E)gt th elbows, It is reported that vhen the arms were
= — ~
cut and lay helgééss uponﬁghg,gxound _that Nee-held those bégggigg,limhs up toward

Hea exclaimed ( EEank GCod

of love. 7&@@._%{1:}1& would not let him go./

¥ow this supreme example of the compulsion of love is seen in our text - in the
s

for the marks of the cross.) e was held by the power

1ife of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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These precious words of God declare that we ought to be saying, God,

ashamed to be called by thy name. We ought to praise God for the claims of his love.
c——-'-_—_—____'___‘____“—L_ —

Which hold us in its power until his kingdom - the kingdom of our Lord shall be realized

upon this earth.
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