THF WAY THROUGH THE WILDERNESS

Exodus 13:17-18

INTRODUCTION:

We have discussed the matter of a crucified life - th And the
=
crossing of the Red Sea, which was th ng of the spiri Now today, we take

_-—-—7
the wilderness jourg;y - which has to do with theg  testing time) and then preparing

us to move on to the promise land. Israel is camped here on the Red Sea, at the

center of the camp are the camels. They are packed with water bags, and saddle

bags. The tents have been folded up. The signal on the ram's horn pi_g;ces the
sky. The little groups begin to form in a vast caravan and they move away, into

the wilderness. The shuffle of feet, on the wild place of stoney hard ragged rocks.
S

The @ the wilderness. Had not God promised the land of Capaan. Now
e —

they were headed due South almost - the(éﬁg;t rou?f?would have been through Philistine

land. And the promised land would have been near. Put in our Scripture text, it says,

God led them through the way of the wilderness. Think about it. The promise land was
—7

near. But God brought them through the wildernmess. Vhy through the detour. WEen;t

they ready. They were not ready for warii}e. And the enemy occupied the promised land.

And there would he battles.

@spiritual jourpey takes place in the same way. are not prepared and Satan
7 :

mounts his most devastating attack against those who are going to the promised land.
otk il
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This is (true) in the chug\(/:h. You have a revival - the D?l gets right in the middle
of all that is going on. Ve sowsw:ion, mi:%standing, di_f._fi}j:ulties, divisions.
And God has taught us that there is spiritual warfare - that the Devil will come night

after night. And unless we are prepared, we don't know how to handle it.
o — —
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Therefore, gypt and Canaan - there was always a wilderness. Cod's
., e,

tr%%%%gg ground, God's teififﬁ land - and for 40N years Cod is going to prove and

—_
p——

test these people whether or not they will keep His commandments.
S L

You will never be ready for the fullness of God's promises until you are

prepared for the conflict with the Devil. thing we need today

is for our people to Eggg_hgm to meet Sa The greatest thing against you is

to have blindness to his’EEZ;;;;;;T::ggg;;—;s real. He opposes every spiritual

life. 2 Cor. 2:11.

!
this is one of his methods in the }ife of dedicated

Christians. Ve pounces on you - be careful - watch out - for the attacks from
= poun y

Satan, your great enemy. He goes ahout like a roaring lion - looking for some
===
vietim to tear apart. Stand firm when he attacks. Trust the Lord and remember
L

that other Christians all around the world are going through these sufferings.

2 Peter 5:8-9.

Satan a Storms raged, thieves moved in 1ighfy,ug fell, sickness
) ’ /5 s ’ )&

befell him. Think of it. Satan has power to send all of this, Job 1:13-2:7.
oe———7
Satan attacks from without. FHe sends calamity. He sends affliction. UVe drives a
— 7 _——-7

man to drink. He plunges a person into despair.

¥ .
Satan uses{suggestions. The most common weapon Satan employs however, is the

e

power of suggestion. This attack is within. He invgggg,xnux_migd. This was his
method in the Garden ofSEden.g Listen to his suggestion to Fve - hath God said ve

—

shall not surely die. God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, that your eyes

shall be open and ye shall be of God. Gen. 3:1-5.

If Satan(whisEerslin your ¢ar, then @é}leads men to gEEEE_Q?stily. To think

incorrectly., To doubt negdlessly. To desire lust. To grasp greedily, To_covet.
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He accuses you. His standard remark is, don't vou know vour rights. Don't let

them treat you like t/hat. Gg_ﬂlff_(iﬁgg_do_i_t. Nobody will know about it. Just try
T 4 ==
it once - go ahead. And Satan triggers these thoughts.
A
Although orrible things, that is not to say that he can do

hat God allows him, And sometimes God intercedes

- Romans 8:28. And Cod makesout things for his purpose. And Cod plays a part in every

testing experience. @ hath no temptation or testing taken you but such as is common

to man. But God is faithful who will @ot) suffer vou to be tempted or tr‘iﬁdfbove

——

that you are able to bear it, T Cor. 10:13,

Cod withholds his protection. And Satan will seek to oppress. It is only when
Cod withholds his protection that this happens. For you remembered that God hardened

the heart of Pharoah, king of Egypt. Fx. 14:8. And yet, he delivered them.

‘@! withholds hisl provisionsi Here we have the children of Isxnael, for example.
St \V4
They have just escaped. They are out in the wilderness. They ran out of gnd

God temporarily withheld any provision. And this was @of their faith. And the

e
whole congregation of the children of(Israe;Emumurred against Moses and Aaron in the

wilderness - would to go we had died in the land of the Lord - in the land of FEgypt.

Vhen we sat by the flesh pots and did eat bread to the fuyll - for yet have brought us

forth into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hur_x_gfar. Ex. 16:2-3,

They were tempted. @mtless other times;)when T have heard people say - and they

- d) 1 ‘ And they are left and they are
have CEEB_]:E:I_._n_eQ_ gm sms_fijundred es away ey are £ y

discouraged. And sometimes they are gggrful.

nd they are in a pit of despair. Now

here is God. And we hear Satan - comes in. But his is man's will. And Satan gets his
hook on you and you bow your will to him., You will play a part in every testing process.

_~—
To prove you to know what is in your heart. Deut. 8:2. It is very much like @
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Tt goes flat - now the sight of it is a horror. Well, you think the whole thing must
be replace@d. And then you are greatly relieved when somebody takes the wheel off, takes

the@ out, and looks at it and inflates it - and listens for the

and then marke it. And then it is deflated, and there is a patch put on it. And it is

then placed back on the wheel again., Now in the same manner Cod Xxests the very imner

tube of your life. There are times he will turn you over to Satan, in a way. And he
% ———

will allow(Satan to pressure you and find out the weak points. And there will be testing.
‘ Fgypt and Canaan_there is always a_wilde s. ‘Merelgzbecause you have come

out of Fgypt does not qualify you for the promise land. You mustwlf. You
s |

must be @- the spirit. And you must bethrough the wilderness. Now

this is great news for us. That we can go through the most severe, and difficult times

of 1life in the company of the committee. But taking you through the wilderness - let

God use each crisis to humble you. And to reveal the weak spots in your life.

@ou/&lognize a weaknesqappropriate Chr:tﬂ'_s/s_tﬁe%_th for t'na/tr_ area of your

1ife. Cod will patch it up and send you on your way, toward the promise land.

Now the. that Satan would catch you in would hamper you in these M

wilderness experience will be most

Pe will always seek to capture you, And

severe.

Now the way through as you see the d%g, the pebhles, and the hard places.

The sheep are moving and the camgls. And here is the parched dese;j: and trees.
=
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in a sense you have lost the passing of time. They are aware of thelr- They

lace to live.
are searching for a lace. To be sure, the wilderness is no p
e =
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and keep all his statutes. Fxo, 15:26, They were to obey.

i - E tu GOd
On this same journey, the sggggg_mgef;,follow1ng their escape from Fgyp

demanded their obedience again, That I may prove them whether they will walk in my law
N

or not, Fx, 164,

During the third month of their journey, God asked them to obey again, Tow therefore,

e

1f ye will obey my voice, indeed, and keep my covenant, then you shall he a peculiar

treasure, unto me above all people. Tx, 10:5.

Remembehad been obedient enough to be delivered from To x}t
But thisf Israelites never g‘sf& enter the promised land because they

never fully obeyed. Numbers 14:22-24,

— They obeyed God to a point. MNow thncovered certain weak spots, in

their lives. And the places where the devil snared them -

complained of hardships.

Ex, 16:2-3,

e

Second, they lustedif Numbers 11:4,
Third, they turned again to idols‘ Ex,.32:1.

2. oft re-occuring sins, WJ({( (ﬁ . /

y i Q@ﬂ!«akl

100 nevey conquored,

e
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This is the s;n_that,ueakggg yvour faith. Deadens vour consciqg;p and shatters

your testimony. And the@promises triumph. Think of it. There is t which
V4 -
cannot be broken. There is no temptation which you cannot exist. There is& eakness

which you cannot over come. But you must know that our old man is crucified with him.

Now think about this with me.

CEFistlfjdeath paid;;or vour sins. WHe died your death.

Paul assures our 0ld nature was included - V. 6. @ died for you angd the self—_,

(V4 =
ceﬂégred aspect of your inner ngfuke - the flesh, the old man, was nailed to the cross.
c._—:-,"-‘__.—— e ——

God wants you to know this., Therefore, since(Jesus died your death, you are potentially

dead. The truth of baptism symbolizes this. If you die to the old man, and arise to

walk in newness of life. V. 2-5.

can one have. You can he set completely free

Cmm— .
you. He that is dead is free from sin. giééga peans that you

onsiV@. You are going to be like a cOrpse. You are not going

Someone might ask,

—h\-
of every sin that snare

are going to be unresg
to be stimulated by gin. How do vou become obedient to each command. I think here is

a formula in the RBiple.

=\ E? :
First, V. it suggests that there is yieldednesaYou being dead to sin from
& - e ———

a position of yieldedness. Neither yield your members as instruments of unrighteousness
= =

unto sin, hut yield yourselves unto God. You make Christ Lord by yielding all you are.

Furthermore, you are to yield your members as instruments. Your members refer to your

feet. vour eyes, your hands, your lips, your mind, your emotions. An instrument is a
: ¥ yasy —_— pgy /s 2

tool, which is used for a specific purpose. The verse refers to specifies.

Thenthe very impulse of his bidding, yourhgggg_gill_xgggbfgyt - your fe%; will go.

Your Lip%7will speak. When you say, T yield, in your daily routine - there will be
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instant obedience to specific tasks. It is what the Lord impre do. Having

surrended all rights to your life - if he impresses himto witness to someone - your lips

will speak. @ou feel led to go aside to DLAY » your knees will bend. If you are

impressed to give an extra effort to your Lépor, your hands will be busy. The instrument

is the tool which is used by another. So you yield your life and obey, and do it for God.

This means you will walk in the spirit.

- By@ourself dead - V@ Now reckon is a word of faith - it means to

rely upon. It means to bow your head in prayer. Tt means to name it, and chose it, to

he dead too.

Through the spirit, it =@ the spirit that you pyt these gins to death. You
7

face it, your old nature loves that besetting sin. You enjoy it too much to quit. But

the holy spirit will put you to death, when you- are willing. And after having prayed
—
Lord I reckon myself dead to this sin, you must add these sins, and I trust the Holy

Spirit to carry out the execution.

— NOW‘_X:@ if you do this‘from the Esgit') God be thanked that you were the

servants of sin but you have obeyed from the heart. So from the heart, and from the

—
mind - you have come to dependance upon God. That you are f@- ging to ﬁii égk and

let Cod do it. But you are going to be so released to Cod, that he begins to work

—mmm————
through you. Your l1ife will then multiply and be effective. And you can draw from

God's power and God's interest. You seek to find a way and you enter into a deeper

angj_g_p_:Lrj_tllal—%y. You take up his yoke and you will win the victory over your
sins. So, this obedience is with yieldedness. Tt is by reckoning through the spirit

and from the heart that you are ahle to do it. Now I want to give you an illustration

of what we have been discussing. Af Fairview Baptist Church, Eairyview Heights.,
. s e B
"} whose name was(Lee Maurer,) He was a rough(railroad engineet) He had a little




room and tWMS of boys on Sunday morning. Then he would s‘k&g—
the wogship service and walk on home, He would not stay to hear the sermo Ouite
often the pre?er was in his study preparipe his heart to preach. He would kneel in
praver and arise to preach with all his heart. But it was thgm,mlt_ai_tjge because

he would glance out of his study window and see Lee walking home again - not staying

for the preaching service. Ong-Sesday morning acciden y over heard a conversgtion
—— PS5 I g
ﬂ:“ . g NoT

between ttzg boxs. And oge of Vfﬁgfrien@s. Idon't why we should,smoke - the

—

friend told these boys. YouE Dad does, and he teacheg A Sundaz School class down at the
T A

church. The statement hit lLee with tremendous force. He @ the way - the only way he

would ever kegp/_hj._s_.,&;gs in school - is to kewamjlﬂq%ﬁqatball. But our @

had a styict rule -- no Hody could gmgl%e and play football. lﬁgdhad counted on the
church to keep his boys clgan. @
er— *__—::__“'ga L

his own .

fluencd counteracted that.
=y /

Later that same day, Lee was still worrving a little about the effect his smoking®

would have upon his boys. Then the deeger ;houg‘ht struck him, yes, and Ghat ref}gctiog\)
ww In that instant, Lee Maurer became cg:li__i.él_:_ed that what he

was doing was wrong. But he had tiiwllg_lsss than a dozen times without
success. Ye was a chajip smoker - and that chain kept him down. Thelrze:gtﬁc;gymming,

Lee remgjped for greaching service and in the providence of God, the pastor preached on

kept @epeating the pw There is no sin;which can have

dominion over a Christian. After the service, Lee asked to sWtely with the

pastor. And he says, I knew he really had a probaem - if he stayed for preaching service

and then if he wanted immediately to have a conference. He relWry about

v

smoking. And shared his convictions. Then he asked, .Romans teach that God will

give me thejnger_to‘gul_t__grgk’ill&, Well,hw - the Preacher said.

What do you mean, he said. You just spent 30 minutes proclaiming this victory is for
———— e

everyone. No, not for you, Lee. The preacher insisted. Don't you recall - I said you

had to seek this victory from a position ofééieldggness Then he said, I went on to
remark that surely his life wasn't yielded, The only time _he sho up at church was

hip services. And then he elaborated

for Sunday S And he wouldn't stay for the
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a few other things that he knew that ngjighbgrs had said abou;&g,e_ The pastor said

he never would forget,Qog ded his fiﬁ down on the 9;51{ and said - all right,

AN |
I yield, ’The preacher said T knew he meant it. He took hig cigarglies out of his
ESTE——
pocket and tossed them over on the desk, And he said we knelt dowp together to pray

i —
/
and the man praved something like this ;— ﬁg” I don't fully understand all of this
e =

but T kﬂd that smokigg is wrong for my life. I have always believed the Bible - th.fare
fore T recéon myself delad to this sin, just because the Bible tells me. I am pgadv to

S

die regardless of the pain. I I;Eckon, I xeckon, it is dona. Oh yes, and Lord, T frust
e I —-—

1] ;7
the Holy Spirit to carry out the execution - in Jesus name I pray, Amen.
\\_’#P?" = S

(e encouraged Lee topray the same prayer each.morniee”
and assured him that he would be doing the same. On ight Lee gave him a tglephone

call to inform him that he had made an entige day without smoking a Me.
'—l-—-__hnv ——

I didn't smoke a one. He said, but T _chewed 12 Rﬂ‘:kﬂﬁgﬁ of chewing gum.
E—

After the prayer, they arose,

n;}ght, he called the pastor again to report on a successful day,

)

d _} night, he phoned him again with the same vigtorious-sepext. That day

his fireman had been sick - and the subgfifute-fireman was a compylsive gmoker. fe
-~ 7

than there was

0

said, smoke was everywhere. There was

—_— =
coming out of the smoke sta There were times the smell of cigarette smoke made me

think T would dieugithout one, But there was always a switching station that diverted

my attention. A Scripture verse, or I would be sharing my verse with a fellow and

ashamed to ask for one. God saw me through and Iw“#y So went the
=\

days = and bye was thrilled out of his mind. You see, this was the first

o e

e
sweet days of hi -
#

\

== For the ime since that conversion, Lee had become awgre that God was riél.
i ~

He had actually experienced Gad's power and he never got over it. When a man touches

fire - he can never again doubt that fire burns. And Lee knew that GOWI'L
———
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he said

him and he sc%gaﬁer in the church, And one day,
in about two months he heard a at his study door - _ahd it w He was

there with a huEe Bible under his arm. He said, preacher, I have decided to

take a niaht sgigﬁ at Wg;k, so I can go visitin this;gﬁ%;xnoon. He would go and
te%l peogle about Jesus and lqQu God cag meef their deepest needs. The preacher said,

he didn't want to attempt to describe Lee's appearance - but he said he almost fainted
———

at the suggestion - because he wore the wildest colors. And he had no time for a hair
cut, Now with that big Bible under his arm, people could spot him two blocks away.
He looked like Elijah. And so they went off. He would show up promptly every day and

he said hedi'pame a great winner,) As well as a great aid to the pastor. Then one
W B S =

e. The preacher said that was

watched God use your aggroach, it
e

is simple. MNow, I will gcef someone to go with me - and you get someone to go with you.
And we can rgach twice as many folgs. He said, that year we baptized ES new édultlggmbers

into our church. Adults who were led to Christ berge. About a year ago= he said, that

day, he arrived to say preacher - T don't n

something. No, I don't need you anymoré. What, I

he telephoned Lee long distance and asked him how things were going. He said, preacher,

this is our best year QIdl.and I?Were used of God to lead f105 persons

the year just ended and saw them unite with the church. this because
T
—

GQ&f?ﬁEﬁEEP'and aliye with pgger to those who believed. Lee simply claimed God's promise
— e

toﬂ::;!him of besetting sing) And he obeyed it in a Scripture way. Ye died to that sin.
(¥4 (e

With his yieldedness - you he slammed his fist upon the desk and said - L Y ield.

Py reckoning, he prayed, that he had always believed the Biple - and therefore, he

n discovered

reckanad himself dead to sin. Through the Spirit, he said, T trust the Jioly Spirit_fo

follow out the execution. This was from his heart. And if you will recall the steps in
""--____.-.-_—-—

—

his conviction - that smoking was wrong because of the influence upon his boys. Soon
e |

it moved on higher. And he felt it was wrong because of the love for his Lord. And he
reckoned himself dead by simply praying. Even though he chewed 12 packs of gum - there

was a great joy, in that man's life.

(' 0 _vou Eet released from bondage. Your mgf;‘_t_:__c-ome to the plf\fg where you are
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willing to WW You must survey vour own life, yvou must seek
out vour own Tﬁeff_i’t’til;l_&.é"gls, and you must die.tg those gins. Now if you are going to

gain victory and get through this wilderness.

Let me close with a story. One of the unique battles of th’

took place on a bloody hill.in France. There were many small hills across the battle

front.i§H111 60 l«as a vitgl hill at the center of the battle %E e. When the
held Hill 60, they dquinated the front...and when th{(Allied held it, they dominated

the front. The Hill changed hands many times. e Allies determined to undermine the
— . "

- they heard the Germans coming into the Hill -

—_—

from the other side, to do the gfme thing. Put the Allies were there first. And

they loaded the Hill with d ite - they put on an offense, and then when the counter-
ﬂ

attack came and the battle raged, Hill 60 was abandoy and the Gw 4
In full strength, they began to ﬁg;éé;x=;t. Then the Allies stood Q§;k and when the

moment was right, they pushed a button. And the Hill was destroyed, As the Hill blew
ﬁﬂ"

d.N And the whole battle moved foreward

&

- the Allied armies crossed into

right down the line. They swept forward for t &l

Mow somewhgre in (/\é?ur life } thexe is Hill 60 - in the center of the batt%line.

It is the point in the battleline when you are {o’nst@tlx defeated.) Perhaps only you

and God knows about it. And you put your fingsr on Hill 60 in your life - and place
another one on Romams 6, and then say - here it is Lord, dgstroy it. Put_:T;t to deathe

We have learned with yieldedness by faith Ehrough the spirit, that in our hearts we

can have real victory.

@L&_ﬂ: that you think about when vou are-alene. What is it that ocecupies your -

thoughts when your mind goes free. What do you, miss most of all. What makes you most

What fault jrritates you most.

excited and ha when you possess it.

You remember some of the @d church fathersg set up sin in seven different ways.

il
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They said, there was first - pride. Which when a man had his feelings easily

hurt or resented correction.
Second, there was Exg%%ﬁg. Covetness,

Third, %. Slander, gossip, '

Fourth, lust, adultry, and other sins of the flesh.
Fifth, aggg€, and ill temper.

Six, glEE_ti)vt_iy.

Seventh, sloth - laziness.
—V

If vou are to get through (this Wildern.e_ss) These besetting sins, or oft
%

repeated sins - they are snares of the Devil. When Satan can 'entice vou to sin - he

will, MOStly they are Hi .S — there are seven areas that are hard to defeat. But
¥y ;
EREE—

if you will follow CGod's plan and(zerogin on these sins. List—+those that you intend

to seek victory over--make application to the cross of Calvary. And become dead, and
pray with yieldedness. And commit myself to act as you direct, Lord. Independence
upon the Holy Spirit throughout this day. I will do as you lead - one impulse at a time.

You do that today.

Would you today by r?ﬁﬁﬂﬂiﬂg—ﬁﬂ¥4_EPW,L°rds I reckon myself dead to the sin and then
name it. And I believe and I will become responsive to thy will, Through the Spirit, I

am asking you to carry out the execution,
% ng
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