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Perhaps, they never thought anything was wrong. But as they sat under the teachings
of Paul, they began to see that what they were doing with astrology and stars, and

superstition was weak, fearful, upsetting, and distressing.

They get their lives straightened

out by confession. But thev brought their books together and their mag and
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. Imagine the scene of gathering

with their boolks. Somehod

At the bgm But their conscience said, lets buE them.

@. the church begins to i%e_an@%ﬁg ,ogﬂ"lg ;, then t}iwm_ﬂtvo'
see itself as it Ef; And he moved to start straigh and bhecome what it
— 4..'...'-!'E.Ei Eéﬁ

ought to be, Then people will surrender this literature as costly as it is.

50,000 pieces of silver - a trememdeus. Sum,. .

It is clear that the means by which witchcraft seizes and holds people - human

—

beings are not easilv invaded by demon forces. God has meant and made man to be

a king. The demon cannot force his way into your life. He must do so by

deceiving us. They find a way to trick you and they move into your mind and

into vour thoughts. And dominate your whole life.

8Ls, in our city came to church. And confesigd that
- - — /

they had been living wicﬁﬁd-iives and that they were determined to get out of
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the liguor husiness and live for Christ. That would be wonderful. But how would
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that they were sincere. If the t5gEEErnamg_gnd_;gggééggigéégggéhdown to the

gﬁjﬁﬂqﬁg;d poured it oyerboard, and if they dismantled the bars and said we

meant business. We have been converted. There would he great excitement in
this city. I'1l tell vou something else - it would have a great effect upon all

of our people.

Conscience says % Do mot go back to the old way.

Do not cross back to old sins. Makes a clean break.

Vho came to town once a week, hitched his horse to the hitching

ost in front of the saloon and went in and became intoxicated. Then, one day
P et o ® ?

was converted,%he next time he came to town, the Christian friend noticed that

he had hitched his horse to the(same} hitching post - near the saloon. I'm afraid

of that he said - it was not long until the old temptation oy_ggame_the_fame&

He went back to drinking just as his friend feared.

Vhen a person comes to Jesus, he must @is hitching post. He must not

go back intg the Devills terzitory.

their time with a oulla board. Ve were getting vaWswerg and messages,

and we thought that it was nothing but a game. Soon she said, we were aware

that strange tww@ 1'd gostoshedgat night and certain
words would come. GCradually these gggds would insist that I pay attention.
Inner voices would say - take aWhem dovm. I would resist.
It was always anw talked to my anmmate and she was having the

same experience. lNow she said, T can't go to sleep for hours thinking of these

W and voices that come to me. Wow she said, ig thdssGods. The



=

preacher said, no - VGE have Eﬁ Que m the%

uqsin;g.pamsﬂs that possess vou. nipne —.that these things

are an gbomination-te.the Lord. Ie showed her how to become a Christian and asked

and read the

her to pray to Cod for help. To free her of these voices.

The whole §E§3£g§8wof the hogggégpg&épd the astzgégggd_and the Iastern

philosophy are done by means of Satanic forces. And the books on any of these
subjects if you read them - all of them suggest that vou are going to discover

a hidden power that few people know ahout.

There are people who wqi;s_hgnkenﬂhggt this every week. You are going to

discover something that contains the secrets, of the universe.
S TR

Wow Paul made an assault on this strong hold and cracked it wide open. The

Rible says the word of Cod grew and prevailed mightily - Vi

Mow this is how the church ought to operate — Satanic powers. Drupg’ is one.
Viteherdft, homosexuality is another. These trapped people into a philosophy.
s ——— -
That they ought to accept their condition. And that this ought to be a normal
and a natural way to live. Put this situation needs the assault of truth.

And God longs to deliver people from these strongholds.

A Christian, as somebody has deseribed him - is somebody who is fearless,

cheerful, and constantly in trouble. Paul was this way.

- : \
&.i2éf: Q:lseemed that if Paul's work had been over, like the Marines had
- o v .

landed - the situation was well in hand.
e —




=18

V., 22 - and in 21 - He talked about his future plans. TI'e wanted to move

e
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to Rome if possible. e must see Rome = and then he had the care of the new

Christians and the churches that he had started at Berea, Philippi, etc.

b
A,
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\ . 934~ The situation revealed three things. The manufacturing of things
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b,
that were offensive to Teaven.

Second, the selling of things of eYE;,for money.

Third, the rewoluntionary power of the Cospel - the word prevailed.

this statue. The worshippers came and the silversmiths enjoyed a good business.

of the goddess énd sold %gﬁm.

giness. Now their business was ruined. People no

longer wanted to buy these items and they blamed Paul. The‘iggﬁéﬁif_nn_lnnggg_a
m =
wanted to pick up these items. These men had a right to_fear their business.

And if over 50 per cent of the people in America who are supposed to be Christians
would refrain from evil things {:Bathey would quit buying liguor, if they would

quit gambling, if %ﬁéy would de%EEEEEEEg_;QgNLQ;§;§MDay, all of the ghgggﬂand

the husinesses would close up on God's day.

They had b

They wanted to make agfast ' and so they were trying to arouse a mob to
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defend their interest.

at Ephesus. TMow they had seen the cl

denounced their old associations, their kd’habits, thei

o relicion. They
R

sav these %and there was no denying them.

You have known a drunkard or a blasphemer - and by the power of the Gospel,

he hecomes reverent.

The change was that the religion of the ecity was threatening théﬁtggple.
Ly . = )
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The Godly city.

revilers. Ve hear about all of these who have been changed.

/LD Fourth,\the agency,/ Thig Pauf%— V. 26. Now not these angels — but this

- B Rt 4y Ty
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Paul. How did he do it. How did he do it - by civil power.

Persuaded by words of the Gospel. 1 think Demetrius was really blind to the

And it was not by open

said anything really against their religion. The religion

s A i ke S S RA e o

of TFphesus, or denounced the-temple, or their pagan superstitions. He did not

go around faultgggding. RBut Paul preached the positive new faith. With such

(Y T ——
tremendous power and such fantastic reality. That the Christians simply declared
Jesus Christ and his availability to man.

TS PR T O

“Thomas Chal

mefg?put it, the explosive power of a new affection
- - ———
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emotion;l issues. The theatre which would seat about wﬂgpeo_ple was perhaps
s :77 S
rrowded.

@w to m- to them. He was a ﬁearlesg man. But his friends

recognized the mood of the crov They were, ugly And they were vicious.
fMAﬁé' Dol [ e o0 L W '
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stood up and exnlained their attitude. And he made it clear to them that they

were not the ones who hrought about the problems.

You remember Paul’

harm.

/ 1 read somevhere vhere a ted on that text. That he_tog. -
had been damaged hv Alexander, the coppersmith. As hg lool_:ed at' the collection

plate and saw all of thgupennigs there.

Put the crowd refused to hear Alewander and drown out his words in V. 34

- the crowd’was very emotional.

. 1ny important it was that the townm clerk stood up.
hege men _are not . rebbers. . If they have done wrong, take them before the court.
He was a great politician. Tor iwo hours_he had aEEEEEg to all of the others.
Ve explained that if the goddess truly were Cod - that ghe would be able to

take care of herself,
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V%, 37 % Fe said these men that you have brought here have not robbed our
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temple. And the courts are open if vou would 1like to satisfy this thing by

the legislature — it is available. V. 38,

1l Ile said, we are in serious dapgex _freedom in this
; L e
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city, if we are not careful. Our Poman masters are going to question us about

this disturbance.

Te n@at they ﬂiﬂd ﬁo home., And this was an

intelligent point, he was after Veeping the peace. T don't think the town's

clerk cared vervy much about the issue. Put he wanted to keep evervthing

orderly.

And isn't it marvelous that U,Sﬁﬁ*, he coyernment: for channels of bringing
< = p—— 3 S ey R Sy T
about_peace. And how the povernment is being used of Cod today. Some of the

fear and the distress out of people's minds concerning the energy crisis.

Tn this way, our HNeavenly Tather loves us when we put His will above everything

else,

talks about their patience and their lahor, but he challenges them to come back
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and do their first works,




