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"SECOND MISSTONARY JOURNEY COMPLETED" K\

Acts 18

INTRODUCTION:

We come to the Wnary tour by the Apostle Paul.

lle comes to the most corrupt city of the Roman empire.
_____.—-;-?____-.-‘&—V'

You journey began back in the last verses

of de then they

they had the experience with the jailer. And last, Chapter 17, we discussed
- m on the journey at w where theyv were charged with turning
the world upsﬁé"ﬂbﬂﬁt. And then the little country vil]_.égi_ci* where the

people studied the Bible., And finally, the stop j”- where Paul's spirit

froy{ Antioch across to ng: ippi - where

17 7
. was stirred up and he preached a mighty sermon on the sq];j_gg_t:.———t/hg unknovn God. /
Following this sermon with them on‘Mars HiIi,)i;l;ére people had too much religion.
They had more gods than anything else - and yet were ignorant of the living Cod.

Paul travels on from Athens, which brings us to ” He has stirred up
-——

the Athenian mind. He gave them their understanding of g_%a‘ub%y of the

uniﬁfse. e helped them to discover a new way to find happiness. And he
brought them the wisdom of the new manifestation of God. GCod in Christ. Which
ST

was a new theology for those people. And yet that is the theology that all men
need to know, even today. If you are going to find God, you must come through

Jesus Christ' manifestation. And he'll be manifest unto you.

Tet us first look at the .

&We are told that Paul departed from AW Now

let us first get some kind of descrigt;‘og ahout this city. It was a famous Crecian



city. It was thoroughly degimsewed bty the Romans. Tt was rebiliikiiniuiis
= = S

Caesar. And was wh_en(i_%aul zentered it, a most flourishing city. At that time,

a great city of ch and gyarmed with a trm

Tamous for tradeéeallth', lu}(urjr, and V;Lce.

v

Vo
Ws an inw capitol of the Roman world. W the

center of sensuality. These two cities which Paul had left, and the one he had

just entered, are In every generation, there is a

peneration gap that enslaves the hearts of people. One is intellectua e,

There are always a group of people who pride themselves on having knowledge

and Fnowing more than anvone else. On the other hand, the other ﬂis sensual

lust.

Corinth is about Soemidesseateefmitigny. And Paul visited the city - it was

the cgpitol of the Poman providence of Greece. Which is called Achaia.

a AT LOW--RE. .of land___ between the Ad@ and the

= e g

W So Corinth f;-ras connected to the mainland by a About

== /
M Over ﬁ:his crossing, they tell us that they actually dragged

That it was a port city. And that small ships or

'(‘i;arge;\shigs had to be W while

they transported the ship over land these four miles to the next sea.

small ships on ¢
e

boats were hauling over land on

'T'h@considered Corinth a good lipeméy port. Because there on top of

Acrocorinth was a o Aphrodite,mm? Eult prostitutes ’f);;e to any

worshipper.

ﬂn%here, we find the @reath—taking. With the natural
setting, and the beauEWin in the background. And the roadwag that has
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been eg_:qayaxad going down to the sea. They tell us that fro:g__ 2

Thus Corinth had gained reputation throughout the whole Roman world as the
—!57

center of sensualitv.

Mof&:rimﬂkﬂas portrayed in a@t would be a w

m character and usually W Now this is the city into which Paul came

walking in on the road.

rwp':. There were vulﬁar swws of all kinds.
The city abounded in inw Hean at all of their affairs.

Fven the most terrible phase of the corruption was found in their religion.

The awful temples of shame.

Paul, Rom. 1:22-32 - describes the Gentile corruption.

re ol 157" "
Pm, and diwd, fay feuds. The was much e 0 AT y of

today. We live in Corinthian conditions today. And if there is any church in

the New Testament, I suppose in which a church today could identify, this is
———

the one.



LU

=li=

P ere as a M he had n% been here before. And

he knew no one. But he was going to depend on God to open the door for him.

Wity. Where is a sin city. TIn Paul's

day it was Corinth. BRecause to play the Corinthian meant to be a harlot. And
this is representative of any worldl; city today. Paul wrote at least four or

five letters to the church at Corinth. Because the s}n of Corinth had seeked

it's way into the church. If you note, I Cor. 5, 7. It it an interesting sidelight

on the accuracy of Luke who reports the facts here.

.(M Paul entered Corinth alone. And he expeM

lgagdmliim to s e who would open the door to this city. MHe probably went to

the 2 nd he ran into a fellow‘]_ew. Who like himself, was @

"ty Booy 300 P b o Mol
! bl 4+ gt - ”‘ﬁf‘;’?m vie %ywhnw
This was P .

Paul was keenly aware and conscious

and his wife %

that the corrupt city was in need of some awakening - but he was without money.

e made aw with these two friends. They had been w
romm Adplesdiemaggiad to leave by command of the Poman emperor. They tell us

that at one time 4i000 iqiie Eut iiF of the Wa. And somehow, we might

imagine that sometime before these two people had been led to Christ. Mayhe by

Paul, Or maybe Ly his faithful helper.

You will notice in passing, thatw while he was @

| 1}8;“; T hope that this will( encouragez £ou as a place of getting t%;mw people.

Cetting to understand their peeds. And as a normal place for evangelisp. YNow

I am not suggesting that you do this on company time. Put I think your work is

an excellent place while you are in contact with people who are searching for
—

the answers in life.
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N W You will remember the Jews glorified work

in that, he who does not teach his{son a trade, teaches him robbery. And that
* L

is very excellent. Paul was a tenimaker. He perhaps worked with™ IM.

And from what we read in the Scriptures, he was a skilled craf%n.

Mow Aquila was of the same craft as Paul. Ten ma . And of course, it is

good today tom m them to be dishonest.

And, we should also teach the youth today that it is not a disgrace to do manual

labor.

@ooh care of his ‘tm bill; And every preacher should keep his bills

paid up. That is, the mipiabegg 1s me for any man to W of

money. FEvery preacher ought to do this.

— @n\ He reasoned in the s ‘Eabbaéh. and

persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. T want you to note here,

did

merely to bring them Qer to his way of thinking.

7 of s*p. But he reasoned

with thengubetbelh Seiiptures, Aot 17:7. That it - ghlfiiag ithen over to
theggiiilfeéeyl . Concerning his sg_gdﬂChrist. If the will of Cod, as

revealed in the Scriptures are truth — has not become the governing and impelling

Nor did he do this to

factor of our lives, all of our teaching and living is vain. And we remain in our

sins.

Y 3 1 of re [o]

e Scriptures to reason. Instead of giving the

eople th , the ; they only feed th ith dust.
peop w cad-of s v v fee em w us

The power og gg—igiiation .I V.S 54 )W‘her( ilas aﬁg m ih)y ere come from
!
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* "Macedonia, Paul wﬁw, and testifﬁd to the Jm

Jesus was Christ. WHis fellow missionaries arrived and Paul no longer had to

stay at the task of tentmaking day by day, and work single-handed. But he had

a little more time to press the issues. To testify, to witness. This means

that Paul could not only open the Bible, but it means that he could give his

o~ the 83 oW ! g Of the tWonderful
grace. This made , andy_, and‘lifeless. Cod

never sends anyb%dy out to preach Christ, who has not first had Christ revealed
5 —r

personalrtf

to him. We preach and speak that we do know. And so his earnestness was fanned

with fire into a flame.

He declared unto them the truth.

— thus declaring that he was free.

w W-W‘W >

\‘:;
Your blood is upon your own hands !

Havigg_hgg;g.the Gospel, they had Tncreased their own responsibility - the
v

/ 'y{. pf- ‘¥ / hlma*
_5 v Pl F2 Do has aboiin”
Ji:i;!!!'ﬁ!‘i; Dt JEAv— e i

guil elf-murder. They had no one to blame now that Paul had delivered the

message to them,

The very QEEE that he shook off of his garment, shall remain as a witness

against them. Tt is a very solemn thing to grieve the spirit of God. It is a
very solermn serious thing to treat the message of the Gospel lightly. Paul says

it will turn into a sentence of death. FEz. 3:18-19.
—_—

Another thing Paul was saying here in this@verse is - or therse,

if vou do not accept my message, I am going to go to the Gentiles.

Paul did not have to go very far.

Thef house hext to the churchg Justus, whose house was next to the
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Synagogue, was a Jan whg worshipped Cod. His house was r oor, Ue

can understand that, It must have been just a all between the house and
the synagogue, And there was still cleax.accegs to the synagogue. Evidently

this god-fearing man is the subject of a wonderful truth with spiritual implications.

That his house joined and bounded right next to the church. I want to say to you

to be “to the church.

{ who received a
She not only criticized him but

cshe criticized everv pastor that the church had had. In the last part of the
Sl 2

letter she said, T have Wen. They all w, hate the c*, and

hatg_’ﬁﬁ.on. Dr. Roberts _sg&d,@cours}tb@i do. This woman was rﬂegging what
she had sovn. She cri;i’%ized everyr_pie‘acher the cW‘h had ever had., ©She

criticized the church, and she planted the be irreligion in the hearts

of her children.

' . R, ——
I'd like to insert here, that v g and

v
vital connection to the ch;;g:h, their children will not_turn OWL The
_______.—-——-'——-_-—

home that is next to the church will be one that is deél_i;cated to Cod, Christian

marriage. Second, he the cond@iieo hat home. The first obligation

. - - . 2

is Cod. _“is the }?of the home. The unseen Eueiﬁ at _every meal. The

Vhen husbands and wives are united in

1oviiri1}ust, then a Christian home is like a church. It is purpc_)seful, 1£ 45

spiritual. It meets the physical needs of the family,

o
And one that is next door to the church, produces Christ-like character. Men

pleasures of sin.




A pastor stood once by 2 . ;_ and h —_and as the minister

talked about the spirit itie ;md responsibility this young couple
sty %—%W )
now had - the little mother said quietly\ \4 nd 4]

Wf’:‘wﬁmmm.“ It is my opinion that

lge children should be p_services. People quite often

ask this question - my answer to it is yes. Many children are taken from the

beginni d left in th .Bh‘zﬁhhi;bi
eginning and never left in the nursery 'y the the child beg ns%

@ghoeds, he will already be attending the church worship services. He willw

unders d at first, but he cannot f‘ail to be imaressed bx the ﬁtmothei? and

the presgnce of.Cod, in E}le services.

We could stop here and the house next door to the church.

But for the sake of covering this missionary journey, I must move along.

the ch$ of the synagogue was m This demonstrates

the power of the Gospel and how his family and whole household was won. That was
a tremendous response. And Paul believed in baptism here. This family was

converted and thev were baptized.

An hour of fear - V Literally here is a ni Perhaps the
—_— B —~ s

very success of his minis'r brought on this_fear. That he was in a Si/n:f_u,l,_.city,

and Paul knew that trouble was in the making.

The. Eoke to hiﬁ - be n@ ﬁ_id This was encouragement. This sounded
like Mafter his victory on Mt. Carmel. gm %

on speakinege. This was revealed to Paul - but indeed he was becoming afraid.
Ouite understandable. FHe had been rejected. Now he turned to the Gentiles, and

floods of people were coming. And he knew that the next stop was going to be

trouble spelled with a capitol "T".
— -
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I(‘t:_‘rﬂk about Paul's fear here, and it tells us something about the w
4_._——37

M We usually think of him as yld, f?rless - but here he is full of

fear. I Cor. 2 - he says, and I came to you ~ I was within weakness with much
rd

fear and trembling.

11
@y have had awbut here Go%d him in V. 10 - 1

am Wi th Kiiil And no.ma W I have much people

in this city. This was Bge most encouraging thing that Paul could have recelved

That Cod was with him. Becauséfl am going to keep on protecting you. For I
N\ N - - f

have a lot of work for you to do this city. You will just keep on preaching.

There are many people here that haven't condw .0 me yet. But they will.

Let me use a modern day illustration - thefffootba ___.‘? ‘“: protective

in a certain way. His teagm

the pocket they call it, and he is protected

Now that is exactly what the Lord said to Paul -@’don t you wor;x You see

the hostility and vou see all the oppg_s‘y?:ion. VYou see all of these things coming.

Yow T have built a pocket around you = and you just
/AV
and pitching that Cospel. And making the assault on this sinful city.

iy
1 think the most encouraging words were = God said I still have some people
4

F§
in this_p_w / There are some here who are not yet Christians but you will
==

be able to reach them. And God was going to support his preaching of the truth.

The Bible says that he continued for wre - and

he was able to preach unto those people.

The Jews had been unable to hurt Paul

TN\The people said




10=

we will cease Paul and tWi_o. And see what he will do with him.
Now the Romans called him gijeet Gallio. Fe was always supgrbly dressed. He had

gentle manners. There was nothing harsh about him. Everybody loves him,
o - = 7

The spirit of their opposition was madness. It was not argument, But it was
the substitute rage for reason. And the Jews now rush in before the judgement
seat. Saying, this fellow has persuaded people to worship this way. Paul opened

his mouth to speak.

if ¥
— ’\@And GW'_ what isgihemewime. GCallio stopped
Paul from speaking. TIf this man is charged with Wy or some si%ﬂ-ﬂ?s
T will consider it. But since it is just a -é? 35;? of » nages, and your

tf

%
law - T am not interested. He was not like Pilate - bhowing

to public fame, He would not even ent&rtain the case. And Paul was about to

ask the question or say something. And\Gallio said the case is dismissed.

h .' of the trig g @" has been e%if vou

visit Corinth you will see it is called in the Greek the bema. The scale, that

is, the judg HeRtRad When T was there,é&aihﬁg around the bema and tried to

dmiafront, Of this well-known judge of Rome. Gallio is
' = '

mentioned in historieal accounts. He is said to have been a very just man, mind

in is disposition and very impartial.

The charge against Paul by the Jews was that he violated the Roman law

beginning ?iég%gégé%ginél That men were being persuaded to worship God, contrary

to the lawv. But Gallio weighed the matter, and because of this discussion - the
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Gospel was able to go forward. And so, he just threw the case QQE,of court.
That was a very important decision because now Paul was free to preach the

Gospel throughout the whole Roman Fmpire on that basis.

‘he @;M to gain favor with Gal%io so they

—e Jews and brought him in on the same charge. And they

i -<Ga11io ca_rsg, for

seized this ruler 6f

beat him before Gallio and then we read this
——

= &f-twy

-~ o 7 ‘ — s -
of these things. A man was sev_e%right in front o
not at all. The _ i :

women are like Callio - they mav be good but they care no;ﬂlﬂ.ng for spiritual

things. f

It does nqot matter for them whether we h@’w or not. They care
nothing about PW- They do not care whether anzbodz is saved or

souls won to Jesus. They could care less whether the d, Or

whether the church gives anw They simply do not care for

these things.

What\will you say when you come before Christ.’7My church was there in the
) T

world and why were you so busy and why were you not faithful to it.

You might answer, well, I was doing no harm. But fellow Christians, we are
Y

doing harm if we are not actively serving Cod. To him that knoweth to do good,

and doeth it not - to him it is sin. James 4:17.

Ve will get to Heay__\_zen if we have been born again. But we'll be saved as if
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by fire. We will lose our reward if we do not faithfully serve Christ.

know that that is your interest. You are not interested in the terrors that

await those. That fail to follow him.

V. 511;') For Christ SEE'W Yow the preaching of the

crose literally, was Paul's answer to the wisdom of words - it is the word of

—_——

the cross, Cod's revealed religion. Now ists today have drifted to a

wav that they have their QEE_Egzgégii;;;. And what is

ggested today by many

people, and not a few, is what we preach today is not Tp to date. But it is a

2
bac]r}_w and it comes through ignorance. Actually my friends, -\L@Q

We think about Paul without anglggy proclaimed
v

the word of the cross. Realizing that such makes the cross of non-effect, void

or empty. He chose to glorify the cross and to glory in it. And this is the

power of a Christ centered religion. Now you may believe in a philosophy centered

religion. The word

e

ch is a present word in the Greek - Gal. 6:14. TWhich

means to destrd§f/;ft mea;\_Ehggr;heyha:gmgg;ishigg. It means that they are

doing it to the¢mselves. Tt means that they have placed themselves in the path

of destruction. To them, the cross is foolishness. The Creek word is moros.
/

TThich is a word for(égggg: So the idea of salvation and the cross is moronic

in modern thought. MNow the word saved - to be saved is present, passive, and

future. Paul describes salvation as something done in the past. We were saved.

Pom. 8:24, Tt is a continuing state - you have heen saved. Eph. 2:8. It is

still going on and continues on to a finished work. Ye are being saved. T Cor.

15225
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it
_—— @ells us - P It also gives us a side light here.
Priscilla and Aquila with him. As ?Eey sail fram one of the ports og Corinth.
d e had not cut his hair. But would ,ﬁ anke to‘Gggfand worship him.
He probably fasted during this period as well. And refrained from certain foods.
At the end of the thirty days, he cut his hair, having fulfilled his vow. A simple
el e L
Jewish way of giving thanks,
Mow the voyage led him on where Paul had bheen forbidden by the spirit to preach
the word of the Lord earlier.
There was the

;‘\ _

temple to Diana.

He entered the synagogue, he reasoned with the Jews.

something that we say, or we have heard people say, God 'may have other plans for

us. But if CGod will, T will do this or that tomorrow.
___..,u—,—-_v

Paul was a very

busy man - and they set up a Christian home and immediately got into the Christian

work.

1 wonder t was with youyou moved to town, or to the country, or

wvherever you are now. You came in, your husband came, to get a job or to get

located. Ulow nobody asked vou about the church or about the community. What you
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were interested in was a job. Yow that you are settled, have you done anything
R B

about your religion. Cﬁgig:you forgotten God and the church. It is true that you
PR = —
—— v
have made some money. Tt is also true that you have left your children to drift.

1f you are not attached to the church.

These two wonderful Christian became very active in the church there.

LoogER taase

to Ephesus. A young man, a learned man. Mi

Alexandria. A CGreek learning and cultural center. We was ew A great

orator.

The description is - mighty in the Scriptures. Ye not merely knew them, nor

did he have an ability to deal with the Secriptures. And to present them. But it
meant that he had the ahility to master them and to understand them. In other
words, he seemed to have a special gift that this man possessed. A natural gift,

a natural power. To know Scriptures and to be able to study them.

— V.SZS j Mis ministry at first was no v Christian. Me was instructed

in the complete way of the Tord.

He taught concerning Jesus - knowing only the baptism of John. The account of

the ministry of John is found in Matt. 3:1, 3. Apollos had been instructed in the

way of the Lord. FKnowing only the baptism of John - the way of the Lord. Is the

direct quotation from the ‘prophesy - Isa. 40:3. The 40th chapter opens with




comfort ye, comfort ve mv people. Tt is the beginning of a great minister of

peace and results in judgement.

John proclaimed the wav of the Lord. And Apollos had been instructed in the

way of the Lord. Speaking of the coming Messiah. FHe did not know the meaning
completely of the cross. Nor was he acquainted with the facts of the resurrection.

Yor the outpouring of the spirit.

by —

and Aquilézi They had been in Fphesus about a year. They heard him speak. They

recognized the”

he 01d Testament

L - -

Seriptures. Tlis message was good - but he was not far enough.

Now these two Christian people did not criticize the young preacher to destroy

him, DBut they toolt him aside toﬂw Tn mv thinking, this was a_beautiful
= e R
thing for these mature Christians to do. They endeavored to give him a more
accurate idea of the Cospel. This experience helped him greatly in his work,
T think it helped him by word of mouth. Also by prayer. And by hearing his
— L=
messages. It assisted him. e make new discoveries every day, as preachers. I

have listened many times to wonderful saints of Cod who have helped me with great

profit.,

Here are the features of a great preacher - Biblical knowledge. Effective

power. And a gracious spirit. And a capacity for usefulness.

kaid that when he went to London on a preaching tour, with a group
— - o~

- some of the high ups said we can't let Mel preach in one of the downtown chesciies
Nis gragmer is bad. He has a poor v%%ggplary. So they arranged for him to speak
in a hall at 3 P. M. Tiguring just a few would hear him. That afternoon, the

hall was crowded. And people were standing around the wall. Mel stood and told the
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crowd they didn't want me to gp&gk in one of the dovntown churches because my
> =

vocabulary was had. But I want you to understand that when I was_ _saved, T lost

TEI if my vocabulary. T am using th% 25? left to_wyin souls fgﬁgﬂﬁﬁuﬁ) He gave
a call and 60 Reogle came forward.

Paul said to Timothy - preach the word., All Scripture is God breathed and is
profitable. I charge you to preach the word. The evils of this world need to

have the world turned on them.

3g0f the-Gospel. And he goes on to

Cog_:l_tiﬁh - to the church there. omebody)said that the church there at Corinth

was the first Baptis urch. Later on, Paul in his writings - as we read them,

we discover that the church was(';plit four ways)

Yow he was a great help to it. We had charm. Andi{he was faithful to Christ.
-_-_" b

Blone of the preat Christians, gave his life for Christ in

Africa. When he died his body was brought hack to Fn and buried. The
crowds thronged the streets to pay him tribute. But o%stood up, weeping,

as if his heart would break. Who was this man. He was g

end of David Livingston's

- they had been r_g?ggd together. They had plavsg together.

to go to Africa, his”f_riend told him he was crazy. He said he"'"'was going to stay
in London and become Fh.
=2

e stayed in London and he lived fqzﬂh;mself. He was known by very few people.

While Lixinﬁgtgg hecgme the bgigzgpewn and the most greggiz_l%yed man of his day.

/
On_the day that Livingston was buried, this man cried out -|F put the emphasis on

o e~

the wrong world.‘
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ne the emphasis on in your life, Is it on the world.

Are you going to 1ldok back on a wasted and misspent ;iie and have no hope in

the world to come.

You should give your life to Jesus. You should live for him - put him first.
e .

And every good thing will be added unto you.




