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THE POWER OF THE PENITENT

Luke 18:10-14

I read a tor me time ago of a motgg; who had returned home from a

shopping tour in town. She found someong"gggmgggg something that deserved

punishment. She called the little five year old aside, and then she called

the older boy, about nine years old - and gave him a good whipping. When he

was through crying, the older boy called the little brother aside, and said -
how come Mama just whipped me. You was in that as much as I. You got me into

1t

I confessed - he answered. Yes, I know. That's the reason I got my
e
whipping. But WEngiﬁn ;//pe whip you - you were in it just as much as T was.

' I just confessed on you, was the reply,

Confess your own sins - not the members, not your brgthers, not so?gbody

else's is a real philosophy.

We have toEight a story that is a most amazing story of a(man ho was as

honeg; as the day is long, who was lost. It is also an amazing story of a wicked

Qééé,ﬂho was ungodly and yet he was saved.
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wicked man was - the story seems almost shocking. That a good man could probably

be that good. Here is another man who could be that mean.

But here is one of the understandings of the end and the purpose of life.

e .\ . 1
. giggihhad advised his disciples

And part of it lies in the eff

to pray continually. And not to become discouraged -~ V4 :2 With that he told



a j‘udge who was both irreligious and unsympathetic - V.(FZ) Here was a w_i;_q_gy who
asked him for help on a problem that was causing her trouble. This may have been
a debtor who had not paid-her what he owed. And was making unjust demands. The

widow evidently had no money to offer the judge or influence to exert upon him.

But bewmtenge - he responded to her. And Jesus made a contrast

here of how CGod deals with people who earnsstly pray, that God is faithful. And

the thing that Jesus did was to point.out to his hearers - some self-righteous

persons who had no use for others. And he described thesé two men who were going

to pray. They were quite different. One was a Pharisee who reported to CGod how
— "_-—7

gatisfied he was with himself. He had request to make of God because he couldn't
(no)request to
think of anything that God had that he wanted. Now prayer that is made because it

is proper — isn't proper prayer.

HMow the in this story was a tax collector. MHis smggvs_;‘pised
g =S M—-—7

him but he despised himself even more. His only hope was that perhaps God wouldn't

despise him. And he begs God for me§gy and he went home forgiven and satisfied.

This %structs s Wer upon our self applause. But in

realistic fashion, ask God for his loving help. And we discover the power of the

penitent.

f us do not find it.easy to confess our sins. We would rather confess

somebody elses - and{}re want to vindicate OUM Even when we admit that we

have made some mistake. We still like to insist that there are extenuating circum-

stances. Though deep down within our hearts we may be disturbed because of some
moral or spiritual lapse. We do not want other people to look upon ug or to

intimate that we are at fault.

The phrase, save face - is supposed Chinese inﬂgxigin - but actually I think
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Adam,

Another on is that we don't want to confess is - we feel that this is

Ef qgg,;ggjggggg that he is a failure - it is an admission, of his

own weakness. To say that we have dggg_ﬂ:ﬂ%; does not merely mean that we are
weaker than we like to think. We are lackin piritual strength. And if
possible, we like to avoidjggLémﬁgzzgaﬁmfg; by not confessing our failures.

Fven though sometimes we must be forced to confess that we made a mistake. Many

us
ofthink of repentance in the light of this term.

Nowfﬁhrgfailure to repent indicates our spiritual weakness. Now this makes

of us{a Pharisee. When any individual has done wrong and is not sincerely eager
to turn from the error of his way, he is then taking on an unChristian attitude.
When we try to defend ouzggiggs instead of admitting ghg“;;uth, we are only

attempting to boaster our ego, To me that is not strength - but it is weakness.

Now{éiilgg;ggn who is not aware of the possibility oE/mg&}ng mistakes, and
o

of admitting this - opens himself for additional failtires. Ue is preparing himself
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for repeated ewils of the same kind and the same quality.

After all, spiégtual grgge - is spiritual weakness. Augustine.wrote -
"How is it then that miserable men dare to be proud. Fither of their freewill

before they are freed or of their own strength if they have been freed. By
what a man is overcome — to the same is he delivered as a slave. But if they
have been freed, why do they want themselves as if it were by their owm doing,

and boast as if it had not heen received."”

#The Pharises was simply unwilli to be delivered from his own failure.
C : & ply unwilling to be delivere



Our own virtues cannot redeem.us. And our claims upon God cannot earn

el S,

for us favor and consideration. Our unwillingness to repent means that we

are not willing to face the facts about ourselves.

This leads us to cgggigg;“ggggg%ges just as good as God, or even better.
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And we will have a warped belief and become defeated.

€ penitence

us. We so recognige-eur—error that wve are ready and eager to confess our mistakes

Now part of the power o indeed is the self-knowledge it brings

L

and cry out - God be merciful to me a sinner. fﬁé}longer do we justify our failures
G ARA R T 33, it Sl £ WA S e LAY o it

by pointing to circumstances or placing the responsibility upon other people, or

conditions.

Now any individual who refuses to assume his responsibilities and pushes

the blame and failure somewhere else, shows and emphasizes his.own.weakness.

: _because it rids us of the disorganizing
P =,

influences about us. It takes out of our he%§;s and out of our minds - like

qg}dgmmiahﬁaagg away our very lives. This power of penitence is something that

can be found no where else, We must turn from the enemies of our own soul.

Now by way of introduction - this power of penitence is something that is

ntirely voluntary. The very nature of it makes it so. It is é;Er the result
" ‘M“m

‘f%pe Alexander IIL,- pelled Henry II to kneel at the tomb

of compulsion.

in penitence, of Thomas A, Becket at Canterbury.

Five vears later the same ruler, triumphantly re—entered Rome after he had
e —

set his foot on the neck of the p;gs:xaLaNRomanzging and emperor Frederick.Barbarossa.
/

As this incident took place on the Square of St. Marx at Venice - he quoted the

words of the ancient ?ééiﬁ;;)“The young_lion and the dragon-shalt thou _trample-under
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feet." The mighty rqlgx—eﬁi;hgvchgish seemed to be following the example of

the famed predecessor Gregory VII - who a century before had made the emperor

Henry IV kneel after keeping him waiting in penitence 3 days, in the court of
i — ha———— —

o

the castle of Camossa - where bare headed-and bare foo;gg the king had stood in
S ___‘l . =

the winter cold in snow of the Alpine Heights.

Now all of this however, is a long stretch f;%grphe penitence of the publican

of whom Jesus spoke. In fact, it (;‘miles aEargﬁbgpause the man who recognized his

own sins - confessed them volunarily without hesitation. He turns from his failures
and he starts home. And that was his destination. It was not a forced penitence

with him.

. e b g
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In Palestine the deyout ohserver, observed thxsggggagg;_;imgngaily -9 A M.,

12 mid-day, and _3.P«M. Prayer was held to be specifically offered in the temple
and so at these hours many went up to the temple.courts to pray. And this is what
this story is about that Jesus is telling - about two_men who went in the same

o~

fashion to the temple to pray. The very purpose of this parable was to epose those

who trust in thgmgglxﬁﬁ that they were righteous and despised others. By the

certain, we understand not only the self-righteous Pharisee, against who the
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parable was particularly directed - but also the disciples in whom the Pharisee

temper was gaining the mastery.

The word| despise as used by our Lord describes the religious egotism - the

|
Pharisee possessed which was most repulsive. The term means to count as nothing.

This is a term used by Paul. Rom. 14:3, 16:1. And Cor. 16:11.

The ﬂ have to guard against the depreciation of others. We have

to cuard acainst thinkine of ourselves more hiechlv than we oucht. Calvin writing
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on this short most searchable.parable said —(Ehrisﬁ_;gg;gyg§uggg*gggggggguxggm
sins. Imp‘g;:r confidence and second,‘g:;g;&w;gwgggnigiggugnggs.
The one which springs from the other. Tor whoever deceives himself by false

confidence cannot fail to magnify himself above others.

Nor is it wonderful that he should despise Qéghqugl, wvho deals proudly
toward God himself. But everyone who is puffed up.by such self- confidence, truly

wars against God.

Now before we_take up these two men — the Pharisee and the Publican separately

M) ow;@a;:;ys them in this well-known parable.

Which Luke records alone.

/

The two dﬁnt into the outter temple to pray. They are different in character
et G R LR L 1

- we see here

-

=
creed, and self-examination. Both presented, themselves before the S%EEJEHQLAKQLQ

But with a different attitude of mind.

Here are two individuals widely apart from each other. As well as in their
manner of life. And in the opinion publicly entertained of them, the two are the

two representatives of the two classes.

J
The self applauding arrogant lay keeper and the abased law breaker. The

two characters are presented in deep relief - without confusion. Fach is portrayed

in his own color and is distinguished from the other.

V/( The poin s well as the difference, can be _oghserved. One was
not _good - and the other was bad. Both were alike. And at the ﬂggiggipg of the

parable, equally sinners. While the outward form of their sin was opposite, the

essential character of sinfulness was the same,
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The Pharisee said and d}d»not. The Publican neither said nor did. The

/ — - 7

one was a hypeg;ite and the other was a worldly. Both going at the sggg;fige
/

and at the Sff:ijfEiﬁé;Engzéx' And both adopt in the name the same attitude

in this exercise. They s ood;ﬂdle they prayed.

4

Both looPed into thg;;,heagzs and into their lives. And both permit the

o it W

judgement thus formed to determine the matter of their prayer. Both address

themselves to the work of EEEE;&f%ﬁi&gggg&. And the prayers that followed, are

the fruits of their own research. One found in himself only good. The other,

________

found himself only eyil..
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T I. LOOK FIRST AT THE PHARISEE /
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Now to most of us whgp we hear the wo‘rd Phggisee — we think of those

hypocrites. MNone of them were sigggre. It is true that many Pharisees were
hypocrites. But esus 15 describing a truly good man. This is really part of

the point of this parable. And you measure this man up by the law of Moses,

and by the standards of religious piety, and you have a good man.

‘/ // He did {not)really go there to p“_gy to God, but he praxegé@ shim,a;.lgf:)
/

He stood up and said, God, T th#nk thee that I am not as other men are.
e A T,

Now T dgg't want to shgﬁk you, but there are ggff people tonight who sqﬁ)lt
right loud. I'm alright, and some of us nourish the feeling that we are better
than some people we could name. Oh, we may lack the integrity to admit it, as
this Pharisee — but that is the feeling in some people's hearts. Now true prayer

is always offered to Cod and to God alone.



Nowﬁ;;anmch do yogm%;ay - not how oftep but how much. And this was like

a performance in the tggg;re. With God, and not with vourself.

A newspape r many years ago in writing about a worship service,

aégger - he said, [it was the most eloquent prayer ever
i/ 7

prayed to a Boston audience. jPerhaps, the well meaning reporter understood

writing of the pasto

- or did not understand - but his words should be a warning to us. Whether we
pray to an audience or to ourselves, really such is a sinful act. It degrades
the highest expression of worship. And ignores him, who alone can direct our

lives.

Now this does not mean that you should not pray in pubddic. Jesus did both.

Now I do not know whether the Ph%E;see saw the Publican come into the temple
‘F““— — —-—

at the same timé — he did, at the fizxed hour, But he took his stand apart and

quickly he assumed a separate position - he not only stood with himself but he
prayed with himself or to himself. Now prayer like this is filled with self pride

- and it never reaches the ear of God.

Heétw because he was not the kind of man to mingle with the

common herd ?fﬂgnghipgers, who were not.fit. to be in his company. The Puhlican

il i
prayed alone. WHe considered himself unworthy to associate with the others. And

the Pharisee prayed or spoke towards himself.



Pride was the God he worshipped - as the words of his prayer revealed.

Now with the Publican

tood h tood with a b d And rrowful
stoo means“esoo w a ‘w_f,d“ a so wiu

cougtenance. His attitude was c¢ rition.

Praying with himself the WS. To th( _Publican'} seven words.
— — P

Almost seven times as long a prayer.

It was also ﬁmw— self congratulation, self righteousness, and it rose

no higher than the beautiful top of the temple in which it was prayed.

The prayer was ignorant of divine righteousness. He did ngt Bé%aq«..ﬂ}é;

Tt

) as other _men. He did not have a feeling ofﬁwghmming. In ’B}_'_gise,

in thapksgiving, a man praying - vet no gratitude or adoration. Tradition said

he neede b}t what he‘,_m §F‘ His merits and he says, I give thanks that T am
rr

that Pharisees thank  Co ee thines. One, that he was not created a
Ge‘g;u?. He was not an ordinary Roman citizen. That he was not born a woman.
- sttt - e
/ —- e —
ot $_9t1_}i‘e_;;_m. Mow this proud boast actually means the rest of mankind.

He did not compare his own imperfections with others. He took great pride. And

he looked on the majority of men as sinners, and he knew it.

t one time was a Pharisee and he confessed himself. Fven the chief

[ ————

of sinners, in an effort to set forth his own purity.

Y =N ]
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Now thig Pharisee backed up. He could back up what he had ip his life

ol
and he prayed about this literally - he begins, now 1iste\’§to all

things and the qualifications that he had. As a high ranking member of his

A

church we might say.

==

S “ Tirs{/, an\honest business mag‘.l T am not an fextortioner ! In plain words
V ¢ P — . i . i
he never took advantage of anyone in a husiness_deal. This wogd__vg_g,g,,];j,gmliapd.

He was absolutely fair and trust worthy in every business relationship.

Now I know a lot of church M}T that. And the list of
[

church members who exploit others, would be terrific. But this man said that he
o
had this standard of % in his 1life. Doing business with others - he had

/

been fair with all of them. Now this is a virtue that is lacking in far too
many Christians and churches. é am amazed aat somylhrisgiggs and some religious
organizations and some individuals who are often greegg and grasping in money

matters and in pocketing every dime they can get a hold of by ht":;ok or crook.
B

There are lots of Christians that ride around in an expemsive auytomobile but
-

won't pay the grocery ggils each month. There are some others who live in big

fine hog#gs'"'and will try to make one excuse right after another - even though

they have ordered something they will not pay for it.

;/J
/ Secon%he said,! I;_ am not gﬂ;q; tg Now there is something that is more - you
—

turn it _around a 1littTe bit vhen vyou say, L@w That little word just is a

great word in the Bible - it means straight. St;aigg&'é; t%- and it
can mean in the 0ld Testament and in the New - morgl straightness. To live ones

life in a straight line - as the law of God, as revealed in the law of Moses. So
here again, he had a great deal. He had acted justly and dealt fairly in the

ordinary things in his life. So, he could say, I am not unjust.

'

Il

2 b &
Third/I anm notdz; adulten The deepest and the most daring transgressor of
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law - both divipe.and human - _the sin associated above all others with shame. There

is ngEg_ig,Lhafpaﬁab&e to suggest that the Pharisee was guilty of any of theiﬂ gigg%.
As he confesses. He was probably EW' Hisw had been

kept pure - and he had not violated them. And his wifg was not ashamed to say, this

is my husband. And the childrem were not ashamed to say, this is my Daddy. Do you
see_t o%pt. Now there are many church members who camnot say that. And this
Pharisee was a truly good moral man. We could never expect to find a better man

than this. Now in this world of lust after the flesh, it is refreshing to find

young men and women who have high morals and who do not follow this loose way

and lude way of living. And certainly this Pharisee was to be commended for being
[

ildren, and his oyn body. He is not an adulter.

true to his wife, his ch
TP TN e O W S

Fourﬁyglﬁe wa

that means. The Bible scholars tell us that it was often the practice of these

- TEE: i k. D know wh

fvilling to fast{l T fast twice in the yegk. Do you know what
Phariseegto arise before syn=up and make their way to the Eg;qp_le, cast themselves
upon their faces at the altar of the Lord, that they might remain there in fasting

fromﬁsun—uﬁfg?{%unﬁédwﬁé Pecause they loved Cod and wanted to serve him.
So S B

I knowé,_me chuxch - ho are not willing to fast _fw TE

e

thefrﬂgreacﬂ;ﬁg@g‘gﬁw&gﬂm_ 'g_fwwminw:sgp - overtime at the noonday meal on_Sunday,
<E§ey twist around in the E&;gzifke they are w%;sgffeiigégsgzig;;x> They are

dying to rush out for something to eat at the dinmer table.

at this Phaggisee, y& he had some devotion

here that he would fast twi_g_g,,a..week. I suppose that he meant he d,i@i&hoat»_ﬁqu

two whole dazs a week., And although T am not in favor as Christians fasting as a
ritual, without some real burden, yet I must say and take my hat off to this man
that he was willing to sacrifice in order to do what he evidently believed was

right. I only wish that more Christians would be willing to ingconvenience themselves
7 Nt

a bit in order to do the things they know would be gl_ggs&gg_,,_;q:;ﬁgd. But instead of
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willing to do this, and do without food - I want you to understand if you love

the Lord and you want to see souls saved and you want to see your church grow,

and if vou want to win_yeus-lnzad_nna&_nffgpﬂst -~ you ought to be willing to do
something. Not just because it is convenient for you - but do that which is
W‘"‘

inconvenient. Yow this man was better than many Christians. He was willing to

do this because of his convictions.

S— }//// Fifthtlhe tithed Now get a good grip on your gockEEbgok. This man is

about to medal. T give Eithes of all that I possess. Did you hear that - tithes!

‘ﬂﬁnd some scholars have discovered that devout men like this gave
a tenth of ev eir tithes. And sometimes their offerings were on top of that.
— i R
% of their total iggggg to the service of the Lord and

Many of them gave up to

his temple.

Ngﬁimany Chriizigﬂ§=££=;haﬁm I even hear church members today complaining

about the tithe. Tt is a horrible demand. But here is a Pharisee that puts us
to shame.

So now the man who does not _give is a deliberate ,%gpk. You say that is

I Ry Bt e AT ST AN S B

strong language - it sure is. Do not believe it. God says this about it. Will
1

a man_rob.Cod.y Malachi-saye..yes.. God gives the answer. He says you rob us

in tithes and offerings. But you say that is the 0ld Testament - well, it is
part of the 0ld Testament law. The law was not done away with when Jesus was
nailed on the cross. Jesus said, you pay tithe of mint, anise, and cummin;

These ought ye have done. Matt. 23:23,

Vﬂ 4 r
[ ]

vﬁfﬁ Sixtﬁ/’ge wasfa good man but he was lost.
a— s e e A T e

This is a real shocker. TIf Jesus
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had not said it, we would hagdly believe it. This man was good morally, deeply
religious, but he went down to his house lost. He went down to his house condemned.
He was eternallz lost and his number is legend today. There was just one thing
wrong with this man - he was headed for Hell. UFHe was not saved. He was trusting

his own righteousness.

Now, what I am trying to tell you is - that a good man like this - honest,>

pe

cleagn, fasting, giving his tit - even praying in publég. What T am t in to

tell vou is, this man was on his way _to Hell. Absolutely the Bible makes it clear.

And all of us are sinners by birth and sinners by choice. And we cannot be saved
from our sins by our own righteousness... what can wash away my sins. Nothing but

the blood of Jesus. What can make me whole again. Nothimg-but.the.blood of Jesus.
Follen. = W e ey i -

Evidently this Publican was everything the I’M. He was crooked
. s Ml = ' el W,,.,u o

xom the Roman government
SRR A S i

d&spised by the

ged and were dishonest and kept the surplus.

in his money matters. He was a Jew. He had taken a

to collect taxes., from his own countrymen. d since men were

Jews, because they so often oyer-—chef

Evidently he was and adult®r - it would be in keeping with hils character. Probably
S —

theﬁ@ meant when he said, rmn this Publican/ Vil

&

Certainly it was{ﬁog his custom to attend the temple sﬁgi%pes. He did not

_-ﬁ"“

place in the temple. And he was filled with shame as he stood there in one corner

tithe nor fast. He was vi}e” filthy, erEcReq, and I imagine he felt out of

of the temple pleading with God to save him.

Now Go did not_save ;Q;ha;ﬁ;es because he would not acknowledge that he

was a sinner. Fe cannot save anv man who does not approach him on the same basis
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as the Publican. A sir‘mer who needs forgiveness. o_to call not the
righseg.gg but siryrs to repentance., This is a faithful saying and worthy of
all expectation--Christ came into the world to save sinners of whom I am the

chief. I ™m, 115,

Mow th¢ attitud is more wholesome - the Pharisee stood

apart from the crowd # feeling that he was holier. Pride put him there. The

Publican*wﬂecause he felt unworthy - he was timid in his humble
77 / :Jrqu -/ér» 4;2&&2;52443* éLJtEEﬂ:LJEEﬁ:
position. o 5“7 W

Lz, Heait ) E> g@m%@w“@%ﬂ

%,)w«
Who or what was a Publican - he was a¢Jew Jrith working - collecting Roman

i, who became Matthew, And like

7acchaeus, who also hecame a follower of Jesus. And these men were despised by
the good Jews who would not allow them to enter the temple or the synagogue -
or give a testimony in a court of justice. But now in the presence of Cod this
man ﬁg&&&xgggﬁaggﬁgggda_gslp. But as somebody has said, these twe-went to pray.
Or rather went to brag and the other to pray. One stands up close and treads
on high. Where the other does not send his eye. One nearer to Cod's altar trod
- the other to the alters Cod. The Pharisee looked to Heaven with a hauty eye.

: . H b : i
The Publ}can @ evg_r;;lift_ up hi_.s eyes to Heaven but with a blush on his

face, smote reast, to indicate there was keen remorse and the melting of

his heart because of sin. Fow different was the cold attitude of the other.

With pride and the patient humility of a man in seven words prayed and his /

X0y (MW%J«WM CA» 97
Ma %Zén.r-'ymﬂ

praver reached God.

S W ditn Uik Wil iy Ber) o=
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First, I am a great sinn;r. J
Second, I am liable too and deserve =Eunishment‘.

Third, the Publican standing in the corner with no trumpet b;l,ggﬂi_‘ng - no bells

ringing to call attention to his piety. He was asL.amed even to look up to Cod.
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And as he spmote his b;egg; which was Mtbere the despised

hated man began to cry for mercy. As Titus 3:5 - mercy, good Lord, mercy I

crave. This is the total sum - for mercy Lord is all my suit. Lord let thy
R e T 0

mercy come. In the term rendered, be merciful, however, is related to the

atonement - for it actually means to be propitiated. Rom. 3:25. He was

casting himself on divine mercy and grace and the Publican attained favor with

God.

There is one q@- ca

Tt is that one of the foundations of character is ot

. from the Publican.s cor}fegssion.

;erso al sense of sin.) Sin
i T e R e i o 4 ¥ L

means gegaratigﬁ from-God - and to confess our sin, to be penitent, to be concerned
a —— e,

about deliverance from it. It is not morbid or unreal - but is essential, in life.

-,

! ('}-lads?ai‘i_ once what is the ggeategf lack dn modern

e

Somebody asked Will_%a

life = he replied slowly,(a sense of s_it_;)that is the great lack of modern 1life.

e -

i
.

What fferent end!’ ._ here were, said Jesus. This man w oymld‘;l

to his h%&d&'@:&iﬁ&%ﬁa rather than the other. Both men went home justified but

with a different kind of justification. The‘as wrapped in the game
i > iy ’

garment of justification that he wore to the_temple. The Publican went home with

the righteousness of God.

Gode rather than the other, How could this

be. 1Is good evil and evil good. Does morality gain us nothing. Neither one of

these men were really good. The worst of all sin is pride. And pride is the root

of sin. Men arg sinners - but it was different and dramatic. But he humbly confessed
his sin while the Pharisee was trusting in his own righteousness - this man trusted
in the grace to be saved through faith, It is a gift of God, not of works - lest

any man should boast. Fph. 2:8.
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Believe 0O ord Jesus. t and thou shalt be saved. And if we

turn to Rom. 6:23, for the wages of ath, and the gift of God is

eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. John 3:16 - For God so loved

the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish but have everlasting life. Ve see the truth - we are
all sinners. GCod loves us - he loves us to much that he gave Jesus - that

we might receive him and be justified.

,,,,,,,,,,

Fmt/f all it Mchange of mind, heart, ir:ad will> When penitence

is properly directed, it gives us.&ﬁge. Jesus_said, the Publican - I tell you -

this man went down to his gggggﬁggggggigg, rather than the other. There is power
e P

in the truth and goodness - and in sincere penitence for wrong. That we eagerly

seek the forgiveness of the grace of Cod. There is great power in love and in

penitent love of righteousness.

The meek_are mighty. The real strength we need is most of all is mental and

S TE

spiritual.

ranslates a statement of Peter. BW. The meek .are.

sqﬂﬁ}ﬁg@plingq%that they know how to do that. Rather than to havﬁm$5ﬂ99n§-£95

them. The meg% Egaélx arg;gi%hty. And they give themselyes to the great forces

wipn R

of life. They are the disciplined - and they see what should be done and they

do it.

Tavoedveneas in itcelf is a mighty force, But it takes power to forgive and
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power to receive forgiveness. And who can forgive sins but God.

DE: Wharggn in Rockford, Ill., told of a visit of a boy one Sunday
#“#‘M b P

afternoon. TM$§¥££55iFantered his study door. The minister saw a homezsick

Sagen)
boy. His real trouble however, was something far more serious. In an effort
to drown his troubles he had been drinking. Suddenly it occured to him that
he was foolish to retreat from the problem. Realizing he was kidding himself
about his escape. I came over here to gﬁ&uzggﬂggﬂgﬁége to my folks and tell
M
them that I am a heel and that now I gmmﬁw}nﬁito try to.de.xight. So he went

L e L LTIt

on and on as he recounted certain facts which disturbed him. The letter was

T,

finally written but the minister did not write it. The soldier did. Signing
O AL o —— (/
his name, he looked over the~desk, and smiled and said - well, I feel better.
ﬁ

1t SOIt,Of.hel?ﬂd mg,;pwgiinwgp%mx%hgﬁﬂmggggn. To know tha% I wyon a battlg.

Thus did he gain.mighty power. There is no force compariable to that. Hu@ble,

he was not humi%ig;ed. He was lifted to a higher level than he had known.

He had turned to the right direction. . , ’ g :
éﬁrﬁ._mmﬂwﬁw w%ﬁmw rid of )
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There is always power in genuine penitence - it is a force when rightly

used. It does something for others as well as for ourselves., It makes it

Har Frnad] From oot Kovmt To anellin

possible for us to feel the wrongs of society and weakness.

' / There was a stained - there was no stained glass window over the old North

fu%;;rch at Boston. The worshippers could look out upon the tenaments which surrounded

$é£he church. These buildings are located at the North end - and the center of the
Ttalian population. Some years ago as a certain worshipper listened to the Bishop's
ermon - he watched an old woman on a fire escape platform - she was bent over a

.ayg%, Tk lb P - L5 2tk ﬁur;%

gub apparently doing the family washing. i
]
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