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"THE NATION THAT IS BLESSED"

Psalm 33:12

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord". And the people whom He
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has chosen for his own inheritance.
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This P@EE—EE%B the people of the United States celebrated Independence
Day. The 4th is a national iday in a variety of ways. People display
flags, others shoot firscrackerxs, and some remain at home — but very few.
Other:z people visit relatives. Some attend qufgigg events. Now there are
a few people, no doubt, who offer up prayers of fhanksgiving, for the life,

the liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
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ngx_gggﬂé;p is a supreme day on our calendar. On that date ig;}ZZ§;the
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original 13 colonies issued their Declaration of Indepsndence. For many reasons
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the founding fathers took this courageous action because of abuses and a deep

desirz for a better form of government.

Thefbﬁslg;a;;;?included "wg.hglé_ﬁygy;Juugé; to be self evident that all

men are created equal. That they ars Gndowed by their creator with certain

inalienable rights. And among thesz are life, 1iberty, and the pursuit of

happiness."

The Declaration of Independence set thé?colonies_jggs; It left them the

liberty to(:pild a new government, of the people, by the people, and for the

people. Now they'did notarrive at the Constitution without a struggle. And
\W‘__/_________._r—-—-—-‘—- /
this Document was arrived at from aid above. Who can doubt that God blessad the

nation.

In(: 20\ the Pilgrim fathers had sailed the seas and landed on New England.
——

They flgg_from cruel rule - both civic and religious. They dreamed of establishing




a home where they could find churches and a better_gggggfy. Because of their
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influence, the word of God was wri%ten into the Constitution in principles. Our

past and our present 4ﬁgreat sourcetéf help is from above. Our greatness in the
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future depends upon His blessing.

MquoE>hecause it has more pé;g}ﬁ. China and India lead the
world. T think it is great because the government has been buillt on the principle
Py

of God's truth.

llow thers is always the parellel of dscline. And this fear is a fear that

we have in our nation, at the present time.

The history of America has heen wrapped around with the blessings of God.

Tor America was fgpnd as a Christian na%igp- éggg;)civilizations have hbeen

built upon EEEEB%%" and culture failed. Or they were built upon power and power
failzd. Our fore-fathers foundsd this nation upon religion. And América 1s going

to live so long as the Lord is our God.
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Thé continen;;I—E;;g;EEB faced with great problems and difficulties knew not
\,
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which way to turn.f"EEKhFranklfﬁﬁyalled the members of the congress to fall upon

their knses and pray.

Can you imagine what would happen today if our great legislative bodises
. > AL Wouc I s

prayasd more and talkgd less.
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‘koins printed in America have a picturguof “Moses and the grand

old words - "In G
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Our fore fathers were building on a firm foundatiom.
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A{South American president was talking to Roger Babson, He said, South
(, pte et 7ilmw~mf:; _

America was settled by men who were seeking gold. But North America was
iy

settled by men who were seeking God.
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(fﬁgEg have been some great natioms. TheﬁPers;;;;}— but they drank their
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wgz;fg_gggm. And they crashed and perished off the fgce of the earth,

{E%EEE}flourished under Joseph. 400 years went by. And the people had

forgotten Joseph and his God. Egypt went dowm.

Jas a world power whan Alexander conquored the entire world. But

he died - drunk. And the nation tumbled.

(E;;;:yas proud as it ruled the world. But luxury and lust ate the center
: ,

of her life.

that we love was not built upon these things. And if these things

become the major —- then we shall die.

Do you recall{Washingtnn}at Valley Forge. His little army freezing, starving,
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fighting against odds, But out in the snow Georges knelt upon his knees to pray.
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And that is the spirit that built America.
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ﬁﬁ;;atnakes a nation great. Alexander Blackburn sald it 1s not armoured
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ﬁ&}pﬂ}butﬂgngg*lang_ig_great which knows the Lord. Whose songs are guided by
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his word.

Where justice rules twix man and man
Where love controls in art and plan
s ——"

Where breathing in his native air
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Each %gglmiinﬂs joy in praise and prayer.

Thus may our country good and great

Be Cod's delight, man's best estate.

—————

Americahai_nggggifggégm You remember é;é;&)said in the Psalm - thou
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hast given a DﬁEQéQ;JELJJHEE_Ehﬁt_iEﬂI.Ih&e. God had blessed his forces. When
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Tsrael sinmed - she had been defeated, But when she obayed God - she had always.

besn successful. David desired to keep this glory - a continued viectory. And

David comparsd his government to a flag - because his being 1lifted to the throne
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had united the people as the flag had united them.

WE*EEXE_Q‘g;gat,flag - it speaks of freedom. When the Ffenc  flag rolls out
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in the wind - we see France. lhen the Ilag is unfarrelled, we see Italy.
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There is not

gj!ﬂgﬂlifﬁiin all the world that has such an errand and has

been sent forth overseas everywhere around this world, with the g%ggious tidings

"

of liberty. It has not gone to take people into slavery. But to offer light and
S —————_—

liberty to slaves. And whers you have found the American flag - the:%?ﬁﬁfﬁﬁggof
that flag is what Concord and Lexington and Bunker Hill - it means all of the

glorious reveolution. Our flag carries, history, ideas, liéﬁgﬁxwin man., Every
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color means liberty. It‘s{g;ggigge like arrows shot with a bow from God. And
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wherevar it flies - on the peaceful Pacific or the beautiful Atlantic - it spsaks

of the heroes. It's frfhite teaches us the pur%gy of purpose., It's'rad testifies
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the blood and so often freely shed in its defense.

It's(E::;EEEEE its consolations rzminds us of lleaven. That we are tramping
~ e ——

under the eternal oversight of God.
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No wonder phggjgggvejgpldie;ﬁas he fell on the fisld of hattle said, boys
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don' t walt for me. Jus!ropen the o0ld flag and let me see it once more bafors I
L e T\ S



die. .

No wonder thel boy c _nrqﬁ; dying on the st¥E§E§H9§"E§l£im0rﬁ 1ifted his
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eyes and shouted —fall hail to the starsﬁmd_j;h.a_stnipﬂs, Our.ailgg__&a&it‘s

history has had powsr and been known and respected around the glohe. It carries

a touch of honor with it. And we think of that great group from the Mayflower

until thi _— that our nation has called hundrzds of thousands of true men.
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Wz have been Wmd as a people. God has richly blessed us.

=
'/ @25 of thefrescmrceé of this nation. Of ths crops that are grown, the
A >z
fruit trszes, the minerals, the wonderful lakes,
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- @of thefnatural beauty\ hat we have in America. The beautiful coast,
the Gulf, the Mississippi, the Ohio, the Ro%.The Smokies, Yellowstone.Park,
the Grand Canyen, the Redwood Forests, the Caverns and the springs. Ths nation
that God has blessed.

ﬁiink:_'of thelcoyerpment,~ the democracy. And then compars it to the
o 7 3!
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dl&t&?}'orshlps of other nations. And you really have to visit some of those

countries to get the true meaning of the difference in the form of govermments.

We do not have concentration campe, police forces.

We ars awmm of press and speech, ¥adio, and men today can say
P

anything they desire in a eritilcal way of their President. Now these things can

only happen in America. If it happened in Russia or Hungary, or Cuba - that man

would not be fres 24 hours.

-

i/ H%mw@ig%freedom }that we have. A few people meeting in

a little church or in a rented building - or in a great cathedfg,can bzlisve God
m—_n? —

and conduct a religious meeting according to their own desires.

[————
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In 1937said there must not remain in the territory of Sovist

Russia a s%pglé house of prayer to God. And the very conception of God will

be banlshed from the boundaries of Rusgia., 1Yow we are told that at least
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7000 priests were killed by the goverament and theig_churches torn down and
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the newspapers . and magazines, rediculed the.idea.of.God..

ag religious freedom. You think of that humble Baptist preacher

who hglped America get it. Iis nm&ué;..mﬁgﬂ;@. He was persecuted

for his beliefs and he flad with a few followers to the land which is now

Rhode Is . At Rhode Island he founded the city of Providenmce - which is another

name for God. In the Constitution of that state — he wrotz down the decrse that

avary man should be permitted to worship God according to dictates of his own

conscience.

When TEEEEEJ%ézggfgﬁﬁﬁﬂ“d others were forming the Constitution of the United
o L il

States - t@g’borrowed his principle and studled it as an underlying law inserted

it in that Document. Baptlsts originating religious fr,edom in our land And

Py,

they have sought tosstand up for that freedom. While you may beslizve that which

is the opposite - it is true that we as Baptists give you the right to believe as.
S — T . & g — .
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you please. 1is is the concept of religious freedom for all men.. And America
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enjoys this freedom as does no other country.

No{jtaceqxlyﬁthe President appointed a repr : iggn. And
- .

of course this is against the belief of many religious bodies from all over the

country and world. DBaptists do not want this privilege for themselves. I do not

think that other denominations want it. We want the separation of church and state.

This will permit a man to worship God after the dictates of his own comscience.

There is another way, I think, that{America hagrbeen*blesséafj And that is

inigiv;gg_eve;ypne a chané:jz that is - a man 1iké€££éggln) living in a log cabin,




could study and maks progress and finally reach fame in the White House.

a poor-mechanic, became the world's greatest industrialist.

Because America gave him a chance. Now Rockfeller was a poor boy in America

— but he has reachad the point of giving away millions of dollars.

f Edisogi a poor boy,. that the whole world knowe invented 1150 different
things. We ought to thank God for a country where yourdo not have a class or

system that holds down a man and deprives him .

I think every person who l1istens to me - will say, I thank God that he

allowed me to be born and to 1live.in the.pgreatest-and.the-freest land under the
sun. This is our country and we love it. And many of our fore fathers have

been willing to give a great deal, to make it, what it is today. Regardless of

b

what any free thinkér might say, you will never find a place like this in all

the world.

The nation has been hlessed of God. And America, like nothing else, needs

God.

We have(égggzgg)of course on the outside - communists fo&E which is ever
present, They say they will bury us in history. And some of the other enemies

from without. I think this gives us a false view.

I think we well understand that there ars enemies on the inside, in our

country today, I would say the most é;;§;;§§§>foes live within this country.
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There are paid spies,



But mi&%gg@almighty God as Israsl-ddd. Psalm 106:21 - they
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forgq;_QgﬁJthairmSaMinur, which had done grzat thines in Igypt. Many of

A

ue forget)ﬁat our greatness in Glory will come to 1§ because of the Lord's
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goodness and gracse.

As a nation, 4@1333 do we possess that we have not received from him. When

e boast about our stremgth, our.uealth, and our high standard of living - we

have fo;ﬂ?EE§E;EEQ‘EﬁfffffrEE§u3§£ning“of‘Mgses' Duet. 8:18. Remember the
Lord Thy Gog for it is hegthat hath given thee pnwe}} to get wealth - that he may
egtablish the covenant/which he swear unto-thy fathers., We stand in danger.

Recause we forget that God has made possible the freedom which we enjoy. The

political frzedom.

Today we have so many moral sags.

Year by year the break up of hundreds of thousands of homes - the constant

M

increase of juvenile delinquency.

1 wonder i::qhathif some modern prophet should come and say - yet 40 days and

Washington, D. C. _shall be destroysd.
- SLil A

o i

ryl leaders feel

The wild spread of pleasure, and delight.da.luxury. O

that we are armed and that physical fitness in this -era of,automobiles, T. V.,

and ige.cEean.. That we worship these.things which will bring gelf destructionm.
And the promise comss from every politician - two cars in every garage. T. V. in
every home., And we are more concerned with all of this and saying thou hast much

goods - we will tear down our barns and build new cnes.



All the W - where do we put our trust. A great many

of you tonight trust in military 1eadg;s and you are trusting intthe Armed

Ferees—of this country, their deg;p equ_Epent the finenclal might, the technical

know how.

2
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\LfMe.studyeGodhs.soLd, we would discover that vg. need a psw Dsclaration..

of Independence. Every American needs an independence day in his life. Time

as Isaisgh said, Thy God reigneth. Isa. 52:7. America needs most of all to
\_‘__«__1____—_’____—.\_
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gepﬁnn_gi_her sins, Turn back to God., We have gong o f the gold standard. That

is not our trouble. Our trouble is that we have gone off the God standard.

—

We have pushed our p;qgggﬂiﬁiffigﬁgagf, Sh%ps?rplangs, tanks - and the

greatest defense is that of spiritual preparation.

Nowﬂéééé&;&}g&w;hggﬂghi;_isggggg}pxg@ghgxylanguage. Look—at~the present

war. m:;-deesa-'.l'_m_sm%it .

{T)think I can tell you why. It is because God's _conditions | have not, been.mat.

Here are thosz eternal conditioms - 2 Chron. 7:14.
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{ P
: Igmgx,paspl&,_yhichaﬁta called by name, shall humble themselves and pray,

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways - then will I hear in Heaven and T

/
will forgive their sin and heal their land. .

I heard a(Docté% say once to a sick man - if you will follow my directions.
.p‘?- wet R

You will be hegled. And T think God says to this siq‘EEEE_nation - if you will

e

follow my direction, I will heal your lands.

Clean up your lives. Your homes, your churchns,and I will bless this nation.
"-f‘% o
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You must obey higﬁzpige. Who knows that we will SniéEE“EEE_EEEQJﬂL‘

others. In other days,God saw the wickedness of the heathe?>and he persecuted

s !

them. And Cod used some of the heathen nations to punish, some of his chosen

J

people.
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I think America{gggds}God in_their govermment, That great decisions must

be made by the man who has the publie-effics.,, The President down to the smallest

officer we have in this city of ours.

Ed
officials. And 1lift them up. We discover thathqéuAdrﬁ’
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Jumagﬂafathe crisis during the first and gecond World War - that when there was
real trouble - morg.psople went to church than at any other time in history. T
wonder is America going to wait - am&ﬁzgﬂﬁggiggmggmmait -~ until something like
that hagﬁebwﬁg,,gu;‘ggygwgy as it di L Lurope, in gffis, and EEEQEP' People

flocked to the churches.

We_n a : mad. he.Capitol - pointed t to,;h.MCap;;ol

on.f&eoﬂmrmausﬂd‘h#ﬁ m&
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heart of Americacis—im-irEr~iromesty And T than hz was-right. Lock way back into

Dome and said there 1s the

the country - lookiinto that little village gﬁwﬁgpn - look into the heart of this
e A vl -

great city and see these sScOIg s, These homegjmake up the hesart of America.
But how sad today - thers is.npo room for hristyin some of these-homes to
which I speak tonight. ce Crowell s&aid ag&lggg_fibthar&ﬁg;gmhomES_Egmgggghwmgg

turn at close of.day, homes whers chlldren are apd wher° women stay. And in the
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last stanza shs said, SEZEEE%?ES there_ ars homes, lamps ars lite.and praysrs are

said, all though people faltex.through. the dark and natioms grope - with God
\,_.___‘_7‘ ey T — T iTeet e S A b
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himself back of these little homes we can=still hope.
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today. I think the mighty influence

—— —————

upon moral public liff)and-aﬁt character being built with the right sort of teachers/}

who are interested in real character. God will bless our nation.

We need to get GQ

T think a2lso this Deglaration. of Indspendence should lzad us to.put God bhack

Rian L5
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into our 1urch=s ™
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Somchady.wild-ask me, but isn't Cod in our churches today. 1 am afraid that
gt T Tevne S R Sttt

sometimes we filliup our churches_wit&ﬁggmgg%%ps and things in which God doas not

have a chance. Yet the church ought to he at the centar of the nation. ind svery

man opght to love his church and do the best possible job in lifting up his church.
rd

I read of @%;_AZ¥Z§§ma medical missionary to China. He was telling about a

Saturday afternoon in a Chiness hOSEltal and was Lcmbed by th_ Japanas A number

TS
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of people were killed and a part of the hospital was dsgtroyad. Sunday mqrning the
R

peopls came into an opesn arsa for a serviee in thes hospital yard. The congregation

stood about in the holes which had bzen made by the bombs dropped the day befors.
———

There stood a boy who had lost an arm, And Qhosgﬂpaxe&%euaaﬂmhiuﬂwhlllud on
- -
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Saturday. Anocther man los;sj;g ﬂif&,‘}«nd others who had suffesred in various ways.

Nhan it came down to the time for the. pastor to pray — he lifted his voice and

St e b iy ~
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his heart to Cod and said, Lord we thank thes.that in the midst of war and suffering
e S " s

b S

-~ thers is peacs in our hearts. That nothing can take away. We thank thee that
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no matter what happens to our bodies, our souls are safe,

This is the thing that we pray — that America's soul may be safe.

ions are forget God., TUe must stand by Fim as we read of the tragedies in
e

S. I. Asia and in Durope. gy God help us to livs closes to him who is ready to

remake the world after his own plans. May we with the King Hezekiah, depend upon

the power of God because he recognized the deep needs of his own heart and the



] D
needs of his people. And in his prayer, he sincerely rslied upon God.

May the celebration of this independence weekend awaken the necessit
a._E.*~_~__M_“‘mmmﬂ‘mmpw“__

of sincers.worship of almighty.Ged. God is still eager and able to save
[0 T — ;

st
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if we will depend upon him.LmXQghag?embar that songg; many people know it

_ "God Bless America' - land that we love. Stand beside her and giuide her,
B Lo 2 _—
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thrpggh_thﬁuﬂigggjwith the light from above.

From the mountains to the prairies -

o e b Sl

To the ocean white with foam
God Bless America

lly_home, sweet home!

If we follow Him - America will be great. And it will be a happy placs
for futurs generations because God has promised that he would bless the nation

whose trust was in Him,
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George Washington, arguably
Virginia’s most distinguished son
and whose 265th birthday anniver-
sary will be celebrated Saturday,
was not particularly noted for hav-
ing a back-slapping sense of humor.
Even so, if he had lived to see the
publication of a book I encountered
some time ago in the genealogy col-
lec¢tion of Kirn Memorial Library
that purported to contain irrefut-
able evidence concerning the re-
meote ancestry of a branch of his
fainily, I am sure he would have
greeted the assertion with a sly
chuckle.

‘Titled ““The Willises of Virginia,”
thé volume, published during the
early years of the present century,
attempted with deadpan serious-
ness to give a minutely detailed ac-
colmnt of the lineage of the Willis
families of Gloucester County, Fre-
dericksburg and Southside Creek,
Va., all of them close kin to the “fa-
ther of our country.”

To make the connection clear, the
Willises are descended from

1George Reade:(1608-1671) and his
wife, Elizabeth Marteau (1627-
1687), a couple also definitely
known to have been the grandpar-
ents twice removed of the master of
Moéunt Vernon. Once the family
cofifiection between the Willises
and-Farmer George was made,
however, the author took off for the
Cl6d Cuckoo Land of speculation.

Beginning on page 152 and con-
tinuing through page 155, the au-
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thor inserted a
formidable
family chart
claiming to
trace George .
£Reade, the
comimnon ances-
tor of the Wil-
lises and Wash-
ington, “from

Adam through
TUCKER over countless
centuries pref-

aced by this observation: “That
blood is thicker than water is a hu-
man proverb expressing Divine
truth. Family relations are very
precious. This goes back to God’s
eternal law."” ;

After that curtain raiser, the au-
thor brought up such heavy “begat”
artillery as the Old and New Testa-
ments as well as Burke’s “Genea-
logical Heraldic Compendium of
American Genealogy” to prove that
the Willises and Washington were
directly descended from Adam and
Eve. What is more, the author in-
cluded the exact, not conjectural,
dates of birth and death for each
patriarchal, ecclesiastical and royal
ancestor on the chart — a risky
practice considering the antiquity
of the biblical persons mentioned.

According to the chart, George
Washington, who knew little about
his ancestry except that his great-
grandfather John Washington came

Had Washington known that a book
traces him to Adam and Eve, his
smile may have been even broader.

to Virginia from England during
the 17th century, belonged to the
130th generation in line of descent
from the original occupants of the

_ Garden of Eden.

To be more precise, the chart
further revealed that Washington
and his Willis kin were direct lineal
descendants of Seth, a son of Adam
and Eve, who in turn was the pro-
genitor of such high and mighty
worthies as Methuselah, Noah,
Shem, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac,
Jacob, Ruth and Boaz, Joseph of
Arimathea (“the father of Anna,
cousin of the Virgin Mary”),
Charles Martel and Charlemagne,
as well as any number of kings and

- A curious look at George Washington’s lineage

queens of England and France.

Finally, toward the end of the
chart, the author touched terra fir-
ma as far as Virginia was con-
cerned by tacking on George
Reade, Washington's known great-
great-grandfather, whose daughter,
Mildred, married Augustine
Warner of Warner Hall in Glouces-
ter County. This couple, as every
well-informed Virginia genealogical
buff knows, were the parents of
Mildred Warner, the wife of George
Washington’s grandfather Law-
rence Washington.

Well, after that ancestral roller-
coaster ride I was happy to put the
book back on the shelf — but not
before recalling my favorite Wash-
ington yarn that made me speculate
that old George would have willing-
ly chopped down that particular
family tree with a wry smile.

On one occasion after the Revolu-
tionary War, Washington, as the
honored guest at a dinner party,
was placed at the head of the table
that abutted a Franklin stove in
which the fire burned briskly.
When the seat of honor became too
hot for comfort, he asked for per-
mission to move to a cooler spot at
the table. Amused by his request,
his hostess quipped, “Oh, fie, Gen-
eral, I thought an old soldier like
you could stand fire better than
that.”

“Indeed I can, madam,” Wash-
ington replied with a stately bow,
“but not in my rear!”
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