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THE MEN OF SECRET

e Psalm 25:14

INTRODUCTION

This psalm has a great eal) to with the matter s he
somewhat reveals to us the se , circumstapees, the desolations, the
;—-‘J}' —

afflictigns, disl:;g_s.es, t;:f_l_\@;ll. There are other @indredz words, s-?db_tj_i_ng and

i

sw., vibrant in Eain, and yet the main message of this song is not despair,

but«is rather(one,}of hope and c_gn’f:l;g?ce. It is singing and rising above,

spreading his wings, rising to the point where his ecomes a@

The f@,ﬂ-a- with a prayer and@ with a prayer. The first
e -

seven ® verses constitute a prayer. The last seven verses constitute a prayer.

And the, mkmxe entire sectiop is oné great prayer. Beginning with the(eighth

~

verse and ending with the fourteenth verse which is the cent grax paragraph,
.—-—-————'_—7

it is occupied with the @thiéoodness of God,

He declares that he has found the secret and in this verse we find the

{\‘;’ ‘ ;thisan‘s triumph over pain. And the secret of the Lord is with him,

F

s

Now as we meditate upon th@,of the secret of the Lord, we will continue

/
"£o0 see something of the conditions of which he speaks. belongs to
= e
the Lord. -
—————

eligion is really very simple and yet profound.
S a —
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AT
/it is to live soberly, righteocusly, and godly in this present
— 7 x -

———

—
Z’ @it is to do the will of God from the heart. It is to visit the
= —_——

widows and the fatherless in their affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from
/

the world.

g —

But religion is more than life. Tt is% It is to see the
. - —

invisible. It is to trust in the wisdom and the power and the love of God.
—_—

Religion ism( mége ‘han life and more than fg_i&% It)is an {experience
And this experience which a man dare not tell he cannot te%l it really to an

outsider, it is something solemn, it is a "K khowledge o; Cod and of God's ways

and purposes and desires, which passeth all understanding. It is something that

o] of and gives him joy unspeakable.
—-————‘_"‘"_7

Now, the.psalmls names this experience‘}lt’he secrﬂtZof the Lord. He spoke

of the secret of the Lord, that it meant knowledge of God, the unseen eternal

No doubt h'eécalled! coming out of the Ur of Caldees with a

wisdom and a knowledge that other men did not have.

Jehovah.

from
He thought @ rising wpemr his midnight dream at Bethel. Surely

the Lord is in this place, and@knew it not.
v _ - = T ps




—
He thought of the burning bush putting off his shoes from his

feet because the ground was holy ground.
‘___-.-—_—

fe— - He remembered( Samuel Jcoming out of the temple in the morning light

having heard tl ice of God, and he dare not tell this to El}'.
p - BRI
Now,.of these had entered into awe. They had come

forth with a secret, a new and deeper understanding of God's way and thoughts and

purposes.

—
Now, the m the EXRXEEXEE E%BEEiEEEE:EiEE_ELé;Q:B the law of

/

/fe The fear of God, which is an aW% or a reverance to know and a willingness to
; ."'-o ;

submit and to obey. God made known the secret to them.

In a statement or tw can prove to vyou thigs.
p—

to Abraham), but ng£ tJLot. He made known his secret to & Jacob Jand not tc/ésau.
\

He made koown his secret to Moses, and not to just any passingéravan along the

mitemx mile. He made known his secret to Samuel, butﬁi did not receive that secret.

ey

God had shown them his covenant.

. us mat today, the Lgrd is known hy a sweetor d more human name,

,{-E-EEE' For us, this is the secret which goes desper, the secret of the Lord is

that of one who has come very near to us. He was fgound in the likepess of Egp,

made Himself known unto us, and what that secret is to each one of us depends on

£




Now, he is (@ the same to thelvyout

is to the é%d manlwho has put in)ggg}Jmany_xgggg_gf_g%fyice. He is not the same
h ——
to(men and womer who kee lvy a light touch with himras he is to those who have
(:E==:___———72£_ S
e

gsurrendered to His will.

h)beginning his Christian life as he
— 7

'l'heof secret. We digcover in this text two or three things. The
S

master's secret, the friends and the lover, plus the condition and the results of it.

- rf—-‘_ I. The Ma 's Secret .}7

e every master has his secret. The
e -— /

undertakes: to teach him his trade. He watches the boy with critical eyes, he marks

—
'@1 7ho engages an apprentice

e et

the clumsy, untrained hands, he is wise and patient in correction, and tries to give
—_—

good counsel. He is alert for any sign of skill,
—_—

Then{ultimately\the day comes when the lad has caught his master's m%;hod.

He understands his cr§£ysmanship. He does the work with swift ease. His hands are
”~
very apt because he has learned his master's secret.
The as his secret. The scholar ha i ind to whom he

can reveal it. He notes his students. He studies the responsive glance and the
fee ils student * regponsive glay

significant word or the searching questig%%. These all resveal the student's promise.

And it is with joy that the teacher revesals his secret &kak of his scholarship.
B o




——
The 1@ as his secret in the studio. There arex those who study,
and he spends hours trying to tfffb_ﬁl’il-,l to his students. And the student will

: spend hours copying his master's work, studying and aspiring after his spirit.
— Fi

And f%r&lly the honest painter will say as Rossetti )w&é»mndat BBE Joneg

received the judgment upon his work: "You have nothins—mere—to—learn from me."

He had entered into the master's secret. But mark the(law)now. I

carping critic, or a cynical scholar or one who was ide that the secret was revealed.
-

e Rt

The secret is for them that fear.

What is the secret of‘as master? It is the secret of servic7e.

The men who have learned it £ go forth to serve as Christ's servants. His methods
" - - ere—— ‘—/-' —

are used, his comBass%a' , his burn\i_gg,_zﬁ?l. Every day men enter Christ's service

with theirbg/iftf,, their learning, their eloquence, but they may not do Christ's
—

work. They may not have entered into the sgcret.

There is anm which teaches a man more than the learning of the
‘_-'—____"-—-‘-==———__.

schools. Reverence a4 devotion to God's will. Then and not until then, can he
G—-fr"'-.—-_ =

do the master's work. assed through hismigkk nights and days of

enlightenment and consecém with unshakable assurance going out with the master's

" ”

message of life from the dead.

———
"\l_ ising from his sigk bed spept a year with great joy going

-

forth pouring his emergy to evar




@ent to all communities and touched the leper laying his hands

in Christ-like pity upon the outcasts, working with these humble folk. ''Rescue

the perishing, and the healing of the s 's own way.'" But they entered
-v—_'__.__..—-‘ i

into Christ's gecret because they fearad.

, andyou are going to dedicate your

1ife to his service, you must let it be sf&"‘.i“fﬂ%re' ”5 am Christ's man.

am Eb:ig_t_‘.smomi‘/ I must_act, I must live, I must walk, condugt’_mz 11 fe."

You

may have joined church or received com/mrunion. Is that all the evidence you have

of the&éecre? of the new-born 1ifiE) Have you nothing else to say for yourgelf?
—‘——._.‘7

That you have attended church now and then or mE&EEX ogeasionally? I wonder if your

@'knows that you know thi qyet. I wonder if your @knows that \mu}mw

this secret. When{God )touches the human = life He transforms it from sin to grace.

e

{ ﬁ do not caxe how bad a gﬁls or hoy bad a woman k may have lived. Deep down in

her heart she will admire these beautiful things that God makes. When the

Jesus ,'"Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst ma

s s | ke And Jesus said, "I will,
,.Fah—wiﬁkaﬁ==r” y.a e == o

be thou clean.'" And touched him. When he departed, he said to the man "Tell nobody.

Sge 00 man know ifs Go thy way and show yourself to the priest.” But I imagine

that man said, "I'll just have to tell k& the first man I meet." He could not help
1--———|’:‘_'____._______._,__._...——'-"""—' — — .

-

himself. A leper cleansed anq_qpbody know about it? It could not be. And(éf!you

R

are a new man and woman in Christ Jesus, 1'11 tell you, somebody is going to know about 4




it, and thank God for it. Lgsvzggg_l%;g be¢in haxmsmey harmony with your profession.
7

It‘s<£é£;lnhan ®n just putting your name down somewhere in a g%gb or an institution or

a meet.:l;tlg_,house. It means living a life. The -world may want more and more of you,

but your old 1life is dead, and 1ik you will come out of the grave. But

you want to put the grave clothe€ off. If you are risen with Christ, your old life

is dead.

//II. The friend's secret ;

e
Now, let's go a little further with this text. We talkedabout the

master having a secret, the master workman, craftsman. Now, the friend., Friends -
pn

halre’a{_s;m@{t. This bond between@ friends is always secret. There may be some
- 7’

oW ast days now holds you and your friemd in an unbreakable
R e

fellowship. It may kx have been somf your boyhood, your childhood.
= e
The soul of h' as knit with the squl of Dawvid.

have come to me unsought. The great God gave therf'to me.'
L — —

t

But whatever may be the

SOuzggsgnd_sEfings‘of our friepdship, it is always marked by this fact, that we

o the friendgwh‘.;a_t__g:l:___h‘ide from othelzrs. Our joys, our hoﬁga;s, our fffis’

our SOTTOYS, the illness of our bodies, the troubles of our minds, our dreams.

e

R -

We pour all of these into our friend's ear.

Now,fPaalm 111:1)says, "Praise ye Jehovah. I will give thanks unto Jehovah



0

with my whole heart, inw of the upright and in the congregation."

We may say in accuracy, the counsel of the Lord. The ‘Kidea then is that of

¢
any other of the verses that we have read or used, the idea is that of a company

of pew of one mind, one heart, of a coupany unified, og__e;__l;iﬂ"t‘,

(i

one purpose, in absolute agreement with each other, It's a beautiful idea. And

-

it's rarely realized in the experience of any company of men and women.

b
@nce inéistor),d»c’ we read about this. On the day olwhen
_ e s .

the men and women were gathered of orl;_mind, one spirit, one L(lpl.;d, one p]ﬁyer, and

one obﬁl}em:e. There was d. The@ of the Lord is with them, and
- ] = /

Jehovah sits in counsd, and that's a perfect union.

Now, this is a conscienceness of(friend_ship, though nqt a word

T

beﬂ‘iagkexi. It may be absolute silence. The friendship)can be silenlL The simple

things of love and friendship in their lives make this peisg possible. (@ ave

Just a %% You may have very many acquaintances.

Thank God for them all. But not many people that you can be absolutely safe in being

silent with, The las Jof £xmx friendship is the ability to be quiet. Now the

acquaintance you have

Wi
took sweet counsel toggt Here the silence is broken, here is speech, and the

Now this idea of friendship may be explored further on We

’l




speech of familiax_caauezii;ion. Freedom in speech that, comes when friends
Tuts = P e g

ungerstand each other well enough to be silent, and when the friendship can

”

afford to be gilent. But you can express your del%ﬁg} with your friend. As

expressed it, the delight % of being alone with a friend when you can
w o - =

i € i ink
, g:g;_out everythin hat is iﬁ ymxy your soul, all you th;nl, the wheat and the

chaff together, knowing that the listeming friend will with the breath of kindness

b%gw away the chaff and keep onl the grain. The(ggz;;:xof the Lord is with Him,
7 . 7

H“"“\\énd God can spe k freely with him, Can God really speak freel w1th you7 Can
( ; Min o 4 7#«{1 b«j“f on Ko 7M 0 an sl
He sPea freely with ﬁ Wﬁ’ Wﬂ’e 4"’(" O:” l

roved his friendship to His £ix friends when he came to the

d/'IVLbL’ '7AJ}”
Now, -

?

upper room the dark Bétrayal ight. He gathered around Him those men and one man
NE

in His company who does nof“fear. He is not the friend of Jesus. Judas had
— % [

gegg;gni_inrsuiiu:_ﬂaxk, Jesus unlocked His heart. Now is the Son of Man glorified,

and God is glorified in Him, Jesus cries and pours forth his secret confidences =k

~

to the eleven at the feast. He tells them the meaning of the discourse. Henceforth

I call kexmmk yg not servants,(but/I have called vou friends. For all things that I
-&.,‘."-_-._

havex learned of my Father.

) s {
(Eé;;;>is the fr%ifilf_gggfi%f Theésecret of knowledé%) the way of purpose.
t\\\\\-/

The hopes and fears.






Page Four

___ CONVENTION BULLETIN

Third Day

RESOLUTIONS—{continued from page 3)

Be it further Resolved, that we, messengers
to the Southern Baptist Convention, meet-
ing in Atlanta, Georgia, on June 15, 1978,
register our opposition to all tuition tax
credit legislation pending in congress; urge
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af-
fairs to continue to oppose such legislation;
and express our concern over such legisla-
tion’s threat to the First Amendment guar-
antees of non-establishment of religion and
the free exercise of religion.

Resolution No. 19—
On Religious Liberty in Israel

WHEREAS we have confidence in the
commitment of the state of Israel to religious
liberty, and

WHEREAS a law passed by the govern-

ment of that nation in December of 1977 |

may inhibit religious freedom,

Be it therefore Resolved, that we call upon i
the State Department, the Congress of the |

United States and the President of the United
States to communicate the concérn of this
convention to authorities in that nation, and

Be it therefore further Resolved, that we
call upon the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs and the Baptist World Alliance
to assist in the implementation of this res-
olution.

Resolution No. 20—0On Alcohol

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Con-
vention adopted resolutions in 1968, 1969,
1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, and 1976
calling attention to the problems involved in
the use of alcohol as a beverage, such as its
effect on the body, advertisement, and its
drug-like effect,

Be it therefore Resolved, that we, the mes-
sengers of the 1978 session of the Southern
Baptist Convention, reaffirm our historic
position as opposing any use of alcohol as
a beverage, and

Be it further Resolved, that we urge the
Congress of the United States to pass laws
prohibiting the advertising of any kind of
alcoholic beverage on television and radio,
and

Be it further Resolved, that we urge the
surgeon-general of the United States to de-
clare that alcoholic beverages are a hazard
to health, and

Be it finally Resolved, that we request our
recording secretary to send copies of this
resolution to all state Baptist conventions of
the Southern Baptist Convention, to all mem-
bers of the United States Congress, to the
surgeon-general of the United States, to the
Food and Drug Administration of the United
States and to the U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare.

Resolution No. 21—
Commendation of Anita Bryant

Be it Resolved, that the Southern Baptist
Convention meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, re-
affirm the commendation of Anita Bryant
made during the 1976 and 1977 Southern
Baptist Conventions for her firm stand on
the issuc of homosexuality.

. Ty

* Resolution No. 22-COn the Bible -

WHEREAS, Baptists have traditionally
been “people of the Book,” and

WHEREAS, Baptists have accepted the
Bible as the sole authority for matters of
faith and practice, and

B

[
i

WHEREAS, The “Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage” statement adopted in 1963 expresses
oué belief in the Bible as the Word of God,
an

WHEREAS, The statement has been
adopted as a guideline for agencies of the
Southern Baptist Convention,

Therefore be it Resolved, that we re-
affirm our belief in the Bible as expressed in
the “Baptist Faith and Message™

_“The Holy Bible was written by men
divinely inspired and is the record of God’s
revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect
treasure of divine instruction. It has God for
its author, salvation for its end, and truth.
without any mixture of error, for its matter.
It reveals the principles by which God judges
us; and therefore is, and will remain to the
end of the world, the true center of Christian

~ union, and the supreme standard by which

all human conduct, creeds, and religious
opinions should be tried. The criterion by
which the Bible is to be interpreted is Jesus
Christ.”

\___—_-RECOMMENDATIONS

The Resolutions Committee recommends
referrals of resolutions as follows:

ON SOIL CONSERVATION (Emmett
Henderson, Georgia) to the SBC Denomina-
tional Calendar Committee.

ON CHRISTIAN SOCIAL MINISTRIES
AND THE LOCAL CHURCHES (Herbert
S. Whitten, Wyoming) to the executive direc-
tor and the trustees of the Home Mission
Board.

ON TEMPERANCE (Marvin W. Glenn,
Texas) to the Sunday School Board.

ON FEDERAL BYPASS IN EDUCA-
TION (Harold Hosler, Missouri) to Baptist
Joint Commitiee on Public Affairs.

ON RELIGCIOUS WORKERS IN THE
CANAL ZONE (W. Allen Sanders, Virginia)
to Baptist Joint Committee.

ON SENIOR ADULTS AND BOLD
MISSION THRUST (Roberta J. Kittrell) to
Home Mission Board.

The Resolutions Committee reports on
other resolutions submitted as follows:

ON INFLATION (Alvin West, D.C.) in-
corporated in Resolution 17 on Economic
Responsibility.

ON 27TH AMENDMENT (Billie Pend-
ley, Virginia) and ON OPPOSITION TO
ERA (Jack Fryer, Georgia) and ON THE
CONSTITUTION (Charles Stanley, Georgia)
were dealt with in Resolution 14 on Equal
Rights Amendment.

ON UGANDA (Clifford Johnston, Texas)
incorporated in Resolution 16 on Terrorism.

ON GEORGI VINS (Stephen Krysalka,
Georgia). Both the Joint Committee on Pub-
lic Affairs and the Baptist World Alliance
have dealt with this problem. It appears that
Mr. Vins will soon be released.

ON SOCIAL SECURITY (Robert Bailey,
North Carolina) incorporated in Resolution
No. 17 on Economic Responsibility.

ON NATIONAL SECURITY (David
Matthews, South Carolina) incorporated in
Resolution No. 5 on Arms Control.

ON ABORTION (Gary D. Tebbetts, Mis-
souri) and ON ABORTION (Jerry D. John-
son, Georgia) were dealt with in Resolution
No. 15 on Abortion.

ON CONSTITUENCY AND EDUCA-
TIONAL INSTITUTIONS (Dick Onarecker,
Texas) dealth with in Resolution Ne. 22 on
The Bible.

ON WORLD HUNGER RELIEF (M.
Clay Warf, North Carolina) incorporated in
Resolution No. 6 on World Hunger.

ON J. P. STEVENS MANUFACTUR-
ING (James C. Peck, Jr., Georgia) incorpo-
rated into Resolution No. 17 on Economic
Security.

ON PORNOGRAPHY (Larry Elliott,
Florida) and ON PORNOGRAPHY (Larry
Lorenz, California) were dealt with in Reso-
lution No. 12 on Pornography.

ON WORKING POOR AND MINIMUM
WAGE (H. Don Yancy and Daniel P. Stiles,
both of North Carolina) dealt with in Reso-
lution No. 17 on Economic Responsibility.

ON IDENTIFICATION OF CRIMI-
NALS (R. H. Patterson Sr., South Carolina)
considered by the Committee without rec-
ommendation or referral.

RESOLUTIONS PROPOSED
TUESDAY AFTERNOON

ON ABORTION: A resolution calling for
disapproval of U.S. Constitution amendment
designed to prohibit abortion (Jerry D. John-
son, Georgia).

ON FEDERAL BYPASS IN EDUCA-
TION: A resolution expressing our opposi-
tion to Federal by-pass projects which
threaten church-state separation (Harold C.
Hosler, Missouri).

ON PORNOGRAPHY: A resolution con-
demning all forms of pornography (Larry E.
Elliott, Florida).

ON THE WORKING POOR AND THE
MINIMUM WAGE: A resolution asking the
working poor to be paid an income adequate
to insure that they would not be forced to
seek government maintenance (H. Don Yan-
cy and Daniel P. Stiles ,both of North Caro-
lina).

ON IDENTIFICATION OF CRIMI-
NALS: A resolution asking for clearer identi-
fication as criminal of those who sell addic-
tive products including alcohol (R. H. Patter-
son, Sr., South Carolina).

ON SENIOR ADULTS AND BOLD MIS-
SION THRUST: A resolution urging recog-
nition and utilization of senior adults in Bold
Mission Thrust (Roberta J. Kittrell, Florida).

ON PORNOGRAPHY: A resolution call-
ing for study and report on the influence of
pornography on persons and homes (Larry
Lorenz, California).

WEDNESDAY MORNING

ON RELIGIOUS WORKERS IN THE
CANAL ZONE: A resolution petitioning the
Congress to grant governmental schooling

benefits to children of religious workers in
the Canal Zone (W. Allen Sanders, Virginia).

ON TUITION TAX CREDIT: A resolu-
tion registering opposition to tuition tax
credit legislation pending in the Congress
(A. L. Palmer, Missouri).

ON ANITA BRYANT: A resolution of
appreciation for Anita Bryant (A. L. Ken-
drick, Georgia, and Carl Lunsford, Geor-
gia).

ON OPPOSITION TO ERA: A resolution
opposing the 27th Amendment (Jack Fryer,
Georgia).

ON THE U.S. CONSTITUTION: A reso-
lution opposing extension of the ratification
period of the 27th Amendment (Charles
Stanley, Georgia).

ON ENDORSING ANITA BRYANT'S
STAND ON HOMOSEXUALITY: A reso-
lution approving Anita Bryant’s stand on
homosexuality as consistent with the Bible.
(Richard D. Price, Georgia).
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V. The results of this secret. and this wonderful blessing

of which the paiwisx psalmist Spiii—l?r

He will show they his[ﬁovenanﬁ) (What)is a covenant? It is an engagement

N %4 -7

entergd into. The prophets in tears foresaw that the gracious covenant would come

—7

and would be placedS; Wupon tE hearts of

the people. Jesus entered into this engagement and into this covenant, and the
o

3

terms of this covenant are very plain.

The(EEé})of the Lord is to have his secg%; with what result? We can
— e eSS

watch through the p{gﬁfﬁf, the trials, the sorrows of life, God's faithfulness to

¢ 7

His covenant with us.

There will be(éééEEEZEéiwhen by reason of our owvm frailty, our own
’2’

fearful and trembling hearts, we shall wonder whether of God has forgptteﬁv
[ - e i ot

pM

Many hours pass, and we shall not be ashamed.
".—--_'_-— -

C;;gg;ggﬁhxk back over the days which have

passed, in the midst of your
B 4 >

struggle and @srx your strain, and the m;sxx'mysteriouﬁ times, ExExyi everything

seemed to be failing, Likeégéggﬁggéihave often been foolish to say, 4%;_&3223

things are against me. ™S

And after we have moved forward wigz\E§E§E:é§§igi we say, The God of

the covenant has been with me all my days, Is it not so that this, the man who

T
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knows these secrets is the one who has been delivered? He has shown us his

covenant, and revealed it to us.

( Gypsy Smith?told an experience after his father's converadon_in 1874.
¢ /

His father along with some OFEEE_EEEE—S¥PﬁiES was invited to go and give their

testimony. People wanted to listen to them speak. He said that the(children
= = e , T

were left at home in the tent by themselves.  There was not mother because ¥ she
S LV

was gone, and they received word that his father was coming back after being

Y Y
5

gone for several days on ‘this mission. And he said his(gg;T;\heart longed for

[ m——

love and sympathy, for soggthing he said that he never got over following his

mother's death. He said, "I longed for the touch of my father's hand.” He
- S S Bt

>

said, "Ag_times I did not feel I could stand it any longer. And so upon my

(father's return) we lined up, and the(baby)was first. She was very small." And
— e — - A— s oy

~

he said he remembered how his father took her in his k arms, and then it was his

= o3

turn, but the baby said that she would not come out of her father's arms, Well,
o

he said, "I cannot make you come out,i!!! there is room for me, and T am coming in,"
T I - i

And he‘said,(fé crept in, and thgie was great joylin_@z_boyish heart as I fglt those

deawM
. brethren, Goczi_s__a_gt_n_s, your father's arms are about you. Ifw_b_u_t_

believe it, for you have entered the secret, .life is hid with Christ in God.
. o




