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THE LIGHT SWITCH

Matt. 5:14-16

INTRODUCTION:

This is one of the most astounding and extra ordig%§y statements about

the Christian that was sver made by our Lord.

We consider thnd remember that the people that he was talking

too were to be lzaders in the Christian movement.

Jesus 1s speaking to his disciples in the hills beside the lake of Galilse.

We know thers is QE}z_ggg_;ggg light. And here is th great ggggigilitx --)

you are the light of the world. Jesus give his conception of the Christian

lif=, To be a Christian is to be a light bringer, thrilling breath-taking word.

And describing

)

Sunday night before last we talked about Jesus using

the Christian. Now he deseribes with a diffzrent illustration.

It helps us to understand something about the possibilities of the light

switch in your attic or cellar. There is a button or switch. And it may be the
7

most important light in the house. Now Jesus is telling these people not to

over—look the fact that they were to be light.

dused to tell

We need to realize the iqgg§§§§%5 of the light. ‘;7
a strange story, about haEEEgg:EEE§es_ It seemed that a man had been challengead
to spend a night in a haunted house, This place was shg%ged by all of the
people of the community. He took a hand-ful of candles and after lighting them

and placing them around in_a room, he had chosen, he took his seat in an old
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out _
one by one,

is when the candles of falch and hone ags %QDQ. And the

lights are growing dimmer. There is much darkness in our world today. There is

even darkness in the realm of religion. Men do not like to retain God in thedr

knowledge} Men ars like they can listen to the voice and the plea of
g_____..=————-—-———-7

Moses , and then sgy - m. ;" Lord, that I should obey his voice.

Now John the Baptist could claim to be light - but he did not. He said that

Jegus was the true light.

T The Christian As Light -

Ye are the light of the world. Now our Lord looked down on these simple

plain people and unimportant people from the standpoint of the world, and he
..___——__\""-.___‘,__———-'__—-—'-—'

simply said, you are the light of the world. This is a most remarkable thing.

@ referred to in this statement means, simply ourselves. The great

&

danger always is when we read a statement like this we think that it has to do

with somebody else, But here is a contrast between the disciples of Christ and
7

himself.

The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord. ( Prov.
~mme———— candle of the LoXds{LEON.

like so many uqligh;gddnandles. As thz candle is adopted to fetch the light - it

stands dark and cold until the wick is lighted. So has our nature been.

PN
W ? to catch the

\ _the precious light of which others are destitute - the
S T T e e g NN
Pharisees and the Scribed seemed to be handsome specimans of the kind of candles
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that were burning in theilr day.
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;;EiEEEday gaggjlyou strike a match or you put the end of

As you light

a lighted candle -- and you immediately get a glow 6f 1i§ht.

You light a candls in the home - you tg;g_gﬂ_g_ﬁﬂixfp that enables the
o P

housewife to find the £2§Eﬂpoin. This is the sames way in contrast that a lost

soul can be lighted.

When Jesus said, y= are the light of the world - he meant that you alone
-—-—-"“‘"‘""-———‘7

—— here is the implication that this world is in a state of %Eggz_gggkness.

Here is a striking. contrast, between the Christian 1lifz and the life according

to the world.

o

centuries when men began to take a new intsrest in gﬁﬁuledge, thers was a grzat
e
-

turning point in-history. A great war divided the historﬁ d, the ciyilizgiigz*b
—_— — —— L

of that time in a kind of rgbhirth, and of learning, and th
world rediscoversd, e
N| o

Their knowledge and their teachings ware qupgs&zed in the 18th century.

Theras was regigel_knggg_ég_;he enlightenment péfiod.

P

in the position of the authoritative
i e

P
In so many raspects, it doss. It would be foolish
(_-—-——l

illness, and disease, ete. New knowledge has uncoversd different aspects of life.
— =
That is Wl le come and talk about being enlightened. It is the result of

- > —~

tnowledee and culture.



iethat the world as such is in a state

of gross darkness. This is a simple truth. The (raéedg Ef our country and
of our century has been that we have coqggEEgg;gd_snlalyﬁupon—knoml%gge. The

knowladge of things —-- mechanical things. The great struggle today is the

knowledge about scientific things, bidlogical thingg, ete. And we have failed

to discovar the most important things of all -- what to do with our knowledge.

The whole problsm of the atomic power at this moment is what to do with this
7

knowledge which we have about this power.

Jof personal life, personal conduct, and bchavior in these
4 = = — T Mﬂﬁ-ﬁ“‘?

rzlationships, the moral problems of society —— ws have mqé%ia&é%gsgy:_institg;ions

and our organizations. We have marriage guldance and marriage counszlors that

have beesn set up during this century. GEEEE-iﬂigzmaffED is given to the questions

on how to liva. How to avoid this or the other.
—

all sorts of knowledge. But this was a

Jesus spoke - and this applies to every age. The darkmess of thz world has become

more =vident. We go back to the implication 've'" - which explains the ordinary
50 - S —————— e Lo _

Christian. The greatest experts that have studied all of the books of this book
h________ILT7 : 6

£ isdom - ggggg;i_ggig, it is tharefores pleasing to God by the fpolishness of
or wisdom - ¥y _ g y golishne

/
preaching to save them that believe., So the things that seem utterly ridicalous

to the world is the purs wisdom and knowledge of God.

And on ong occasio aid, _am the ligh £ ; . Now vou attach
= . ——s ; s RN r
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these two together — since he said the Christi is light, the Christian is the

-

Fm):wwgg}d_tgday. He, and he alone, give us this vital light in

respect to life.



—-— \EEE:.E—Ei;E - for ye who are sggggiggg‘ggzkngis, but now ve are the ht

of the Lord. You are made light. You.arg transmitters of that light. The

— s

mystical union which you have with Christ, God _is ligét and in him there is no

darkness at all.

So the effect of the Christian on the world is a general ons, Illers is a

.i;w*@E_l;g:ﬁ_iILJLiﬂmeggtv - hi&:2£§i~ 3 hiS=EEEEEE§P’
wheraver he is - h;g_gh;igg;gg;:x_has_a_:ﬂntrnlling__iﬁ?n The fynction of

licght. Thz emphasis is thereforé:;n being?) Before it speaks of what he does.
il Se———y =
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He must get the t{gfh here., The Christian as the light. -He i just

1]

did not say, y=

a reflector — just to reflsct somsthbing, but you.are light, ¥
possass light or you control light. Now light is something the figure expresses.

Light is something which you ars. Now you arz light.

Some will say well C It is in the world of the

mind. In politics some will say enlightenment, In reason 1s thes light of the
—— = R Ea
world. In aducagégn othcrs will say intellect is the light of the world. But

( _md§}was talking_ro these Galilﬂans and they were the light of the world. Wow

wrong? I mean generally speaking - with faw = Eetell your
e ——— -

children tha hristian is the bsst possible person in the world. That thay

should be 'dmitators of Chyistians. Or do you hold up the example of Mr. Rockefeller.

o

And so much money.

Dr. Hershey Davis!?ace said, parents tell their children success stories

like GESE%E-Egggéggiaa. lle is the great man to  imitate. He only lied when it

was necessary.
-




Now Jésus did ! 2 I i ’ ament

was the light of the world sither. He did not sav that the Bibls was the light

of thes world. He did say that the church was going to be the light of the

()]

2

world. What did he say - he said, his discigles were the light of the world.

II. The Quality Of This Light

JQEE,lié—Ws noticz these words - tQEF life was the light. Christ was ths
—

light of men. Not primarily because he brought miracles. The people sat in

darkness and this great light came. And we shine by what we are.

Thz RBible says in 2 that John The Baptist was a burning and a shining

light. The light that costs you nothing is hardly worth the giving. John's
_—

light burns down in the sockat. John was passionate, evoted, burning light.

Another thing about the quality of this light I want you to notice - he said

it was

Jesus alwavs used tgoc i
e e e Ry

These(ﬁgégzhere looking across the Sea of Galilee. ere were a numhsr of cities,
_._—-———'-7

——

towns across there. And they were placed on hills. Well, there is a suggestion

about that. Your light - or you are not light., Now a city set on a hill - you can't

hide it. Wall, neither can you do that with a lamp., You light a lamp and you don't

hide it - you put it on a lamp stand, and it gives forth light.

III. Where Is The 15

Light To Be Placad - V

TR L
TR e g
He says you do not put it der 1 - but you put it on a lamp stand,
u%...ih@ﬂﬁﬁ%,pum e
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The hint here is that the light will reach a larger circle - aven out to the streets
‘__‘__-_-

and to the strangers.

It is like the(watchmen ;n the old city who used to move through the strects
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at nightfall. And cry "hang out your 1i%E§5 -hang out yeour—tights'.
So Christians are admonished everywhere to hangout—their-lights so that

people might find their way to the Saviour.

;. ) The rogm may be dark - but you guton -

the 11‘&1;_1:, switch. The @ ay bea dark, but you cut on the hesadlights of a car

on a dark country road. And it makes manifest the things that are. We are not
— 2 \

truly aware of darkness sometimes until light appears{ M@;;haw)says the people

that sat in darkness saw great light. That is the coming of Chi;St -~ the Gospel.
L 4

Expose the darkness and the lifs of this world. This provides a contrast and the

Gospel does that, Everyone who is a Christian does that - the light exposas the

hidden things of darkness and the whole world then is dividad batwzen children

of light and children of darkmess. Light sxposes this and it is dinevitable,

Every evival has always had this effect. The number of people in any

arsa will discover that the light will shut out the darkness\igﬂghgix_haaxrs and
— — 7

lives, They thrive in darkness and somehow or other they cannot stand the light.

John 3 - this is the condemnation that light is come into the world. And men

lque darkne

rather than light because their deeds were evil,

Now this was the ultimate cause of the Pharisees with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Therse wers those who claimed to be experts at religious 1ifs. And yet they really
-
hatad him and persscutad him because he was purs and clean and he revesaled the

darknzss that was in their h=sarts.

When a Christian lets the light shine and places it in the right place - it

/
will zxplain the cause of the darkness. That is wherz it becomes so practical




the world,

Christians have the light whi = e situation. The sole cause of

the trggple_in-:he_ﬂgxld at this momsznt is man's estrangement from God. ILvery
o -

difficulty in the world can bs traced back to sin. Men love darkness rather

than light. Man has a consciousness that warns him - he knows things are wrong.

Why égggﬂhzﬂgg;ig_:aggggyxiimajjkagni§% ¢ with the man is not
intellect but it is nature — the whole passion - the dominating thing in his
—_— ““““gﬁﬁﬁaL——~

1ife, Ue is subject to the passions, lusts, desires - and these things bewilder

and bring about frustration. And cause men to give up in dispair.

When you think about where to place this light and how to cause it to
shine ~ you do mot stop there because we know that light not only =zxposes darkness

but it shows and provides the way out of darkness. This is where every Christian

should bz thrilled about his task, TLight brings about the nead of man getting

back to God.

We are instructed not to put the light under the bushel. That is it would

placing it beneath a bushel. You ars fapiliar with a bushel baske§7in which you
pliler With g busae. baswe
have corn and potatoes. Now the purpose of lighting the candls is frustrating

if you are merely lighting it to cover it up.

bushels on the light on their daily

R

en have placad

What are some of the bushels that you have covared your testimony with.
Ed BNt LR )

Uncharitable speech, murmurring complaints, unforgiving igirits, stc.
L — e A it S
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- he was a gq&ﬂzggg, 'NEEE’) Or, shz is a good woman

eeso0Only —— and than they mention some of the bushels in their 1life that have

Onez in awvhile we s

E—

covered the light.

Now Jesus said, let your light shine.

ith the bushel is the lamp stand

i

It is not under a bushel

but on a stand. It is a good thing for a man to take the bushsl @ff of his light.

And to get rid of that bushel. NhetQEE_;;_he_stxgng_df}nk — lzt him conquor it.

Whatever it may be - let him destroy it. Don't hide your lamp under a bushel.

their lights. TFor if you put light under a bushel - it will get littls air and

If the has lost its saltiness - what good is it., Jesus aaid men never hide

will soon burn out.

that you are. You can naver hide the light,

7

While standing

there looking on the keeper boastad about the bfillance and the beauty of the

light. And told about how few lights had been built as this particular one.
F i .

And the traveler said, that may be so, but he said what if one of these burners
——a G —_—

go off during the night. WhEEi_Egz_Ehg/keeper - go_out sir. Oh, he said, look
Tt ——

at the dark stormy sea. You cannot see them but there are ships passing and
\-.______-—-"-__7
) —

re-passing to every point of the compaséf’ And with the light to go out from my

%,
lighthouse - lack of atteptfon - this light in months from now - news would

e

arrive from every part of the coast as such ships and crews wzrs lost through

my neglect. No, he said, God forbid such a thing should ever occur. I feel
(_ — =l 5

every night as I look at my burner - as though all the eyes of all the sailors

of the world were looking at my lights and watching me.

If such great cars to avold concern about the care of that na;gxal_lighg;:
- /- S -




.
to light the sailors on their course - what a far great tragedy for us to put

—_—

a bushel over our lights.

The main object is holy living and this is to glorify your father which

is in Heaven.

How is the light to shiae. It is to bz ahout the Father's business.
i ——— . }—_—_q

Your light is to shine. Whatever ye shall =sat, whatsosver things you drink, whatso-
e

ever things you do - do all to the glory of God., T Cor. 1N:31, God will supply
re
all oil for your lamp. God will certainly nesd this resady light.

The story of ﬂl&‘ i

m

remember that oil was absolutely essantial.

Without it it was impossiblas to get a light.

We are the light of the world. And it will be impossible for men in darkness

to get this light. If wes do not keep the lamp shining.

Wt night - if there

Did you ever pause to ¢hinl}{ how it is on ourfstre:

were to be no strest lights, Then think about how it is in this world without

any light. It means to give expression and recognition that Cod is your Saviour

~ your Redeemer. And this fs Jour light is for

- to glorify God. You can't

i, -

afford to Qide this 1light. Because it is supposed to shine -~ Jesus said look

R

across there and sze those cities on the hillsids. You just can't hide them,

Matt., 5:16. A minister told of a group

of Christians making a repﬁf““a,“ﬂ1e business mesting, concarning soms work that

t, the statement was made -

they had been doing. And at the cl 5c 0L

(this work is done for Jesus' sake.)
That is a rzal th%i%l as wz consider working for Christ just to glorify the
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We know that we cannot live without light., It is essential for growth

and progress.

about good works, words, or good intentions =

these things can never substituts for good works. A voung ministzr was to

be ordained - stating at onz point that he was nearly an infidel in his 1ifs.
There was onz argument in favor of Christianity. I could never rafuss the

insistent conduct of my own fathzr.

__As he read it, he said, this is the

truth of God. The Buddist than said, truly this book is of God. It tells me 5
"-——-—-—_

things that fit me and gives me the message that I nead.
;—.__‘-—‘_'-'-‘— e ——

——

, there is nothing to it and I can grove it. Go to
o e e - T - —

America where more psople have this book than any other nations, and consider

thg_g&z_fgflgfggif_iifg, vou will sege they profess tobbelisve it and yah don't

live according to it. Thers is much truth in the reply of that Buddist., Our

works often put out the light. But some pzople say my lifz is my own - and I

will live it as I plesass,

ou can gzt the light out by being loyal to your
D TS s e S

—

(Egiistian_q-g,fm, N This is anothasr way to lst your light shine. A man

spending some time with a friend said, if I stay any longer - I shall become

a Christian in spits of myself.

Jwho went up to 2 lumber camps And

and when he rzturnad back homs

I remember rzading about a

he worked during the summer. The men werzs roug

- talked about his experiences. They asked him,g

=
(n

found out you wers a Christian,
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y|sharing your fai I think this is another way in which you
can lat your light sh . A splendid way - share the light with someone else.

—_—

This is one of the Christian prineciples. It was a great trust and a great

obligation.,

Hzlen Keller pnce asked Philip.Brooks — tzll me vhat you know of God.
: > T —

We cannot keep siisnt. Birds are bound to sing. Tiggg_ggggn_caaﬁa_iaﬁir

flow., The sun doss not hide its light.
i

[y, 7
The §hristian missionary to Sweden told those people that he had

beefuwt}g%

\

They said, -shl } We will believe you., TNe said, I will show

you the greatest of all miracles - a holy life. And he He demonstrated

e E—— —
— e

— thus sharing the grace of God and letting his light shine,
. . —

Do you want your life to count for God.

the light onlis the last problem. TLgt God push the switch and
e —— P e /?’
turn the(ig%ht of salvation/on in your life. Let us remember the first thing

to bz done with a lamp is to light it.

The sacond thing is to sefdt.whese.it can be seen.

Third, the third thing the lamp must be fed with oil or it will not keep
e lv.

a light.

Fourth the lamp must be tyimmed if it is to give a good ligh

S -
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il
when he died said - by God's grace we will.-
/
light a_candle that be seen - What a statement as he

died at thzs stake.

12t the world sse what you are. No one can misunderstand salt and no one
pler] —

can misunderstand light.

When I think of Lottie
'_ ¢ e

years she had served these people and trustad in God, then for lack of funds -
. il

there was a hard struggle because of ﬁgﬁ%gg. She became ill and on her way

‘giving her life in China. And then after 40

—

back she died on board ship.

lLater when they opened her trunk to see if there was anything special in

it - it had nothing in it to amount to anything. Worn out clothes and wery few
=S —

of them. She had left all she had in China. A host of friends and many Chinese

brothars and sisters in Christ. <g£e had been to those pesople.




