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THE JERUSALEM CONFERENCE

Acts 15

INTRODUCTTON :

' revolve around the
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Modern science informs us that the fiercest

perfect ceyfgr of calm. That no tempest can,ﬁl;;;;ak the peace of that center.
st S
This sho_gi_l__d__b_wf the church. Here in Chapter 15 we observe a @
controversary.
{\b‘ 7/
e

and other believers had proclaimed the tr.%ab of God and

obanra AL

oppositions. Violengyat times. Fverywhere they went it seems that

were created and heavy opposition came to the front. Paul had put his

Sy
\.

on thg{"j_g_g\_,«for Jesus Christ. Thatswhat it means when it says, he,

his life for the Cospel. Tt is putting his life on the line. Th‘Eirst miqs_}pna‘g
journey was aQ‘.ircHIﬂ that was made across (“rus and then to A r - and up

the coast. And thev went up into the highlands to the city of

He had been stgtled. And pitched outside the pgate, expecting him to die.

g

Ve saw in that missionary journey that the '_eopl_g-.l were ready to make him a God

and W, And then even called hip . And then the Mﬂte\ they

were prepared to put him to dee{t . This shows us the diw of human nature.

OnQMte they may be praising you. The next minute, they are ready to ﬂyﬂiﬁ; vou.
t= e
Now in between the first missionary journey and the second, they come back and they

make a report. It was a wonderful éf'r‘;sppx_'t\.. They tell how they risked their lives.

How they had been harassed all along the way.

And Chapter 15 tells the intervening story of one of the worst betrayals in all

of history. It is of the Gospel. Those who were trying to proclaim a’ false Cospel.

i
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Simn i

I don't think ‘,’zjoﬁ Eill ever under.jtand Christianity or the church, until you

understand that there are élways ‘E resent in any so-called Christian. gathering

S

B

the manifestation and the representative of bgth trai lzmd %hristianity.

et

Unfortunately, false Christianity is believed by millions. They think they

understand the truth. Therefore, their minds are closed to the truth. When

it comes.

M-said,ﬁhog%er and&fﬁgg}er anyone makeséalvation depend upon
g s, —

an external rig‘l‘nt, that is an @emy for the Cospel of grace.
The issue was raised, and we shall see perhaps @) 1ings that we ought to
4 i
take note of in this chapter. FirYt of all, the conflict, or the problem. Sec@,

the copferemee, or the proposal that was made. Thirdly, the conclusion - the

provisions they decided upon.

There was a very attractive heresay here :Lm Certain

m, from _'Iiiiisalem - and they taﬁht the breshren e

ain Jegish brethren - they probably

the custom of Moses, ¥
-

had ngh_q;ch. they had been devoted to sexual

im : n a Pag _t_emple. Awfggmgg._of these people
and these-wfen had come and said unless you are circumcised. That was

the issue that split the church at Antioch wide open.

These @__g&me and said, vou are seMns. Like people today

propose about certain people in the church. is no such thing _alf_“aﬂ__s'_,ggox‘ld;;s‘lfss

-

N
C,hristian;} W And thus these people challenge
g
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the Gospel of the grace of Cod that Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed.

This he f ¢ z( iﬁi} St i i ip the churxch. hat
is was the firsgfreall it.u:e rife wm e chure _ ow wha
it was over —Wand 1:itu The question i.Jews vs. :‘::tlttiles.?

The specific issue has long ago passed away as a concern to us, but let me
M

point out t@d it is very definitely stili iiesent todaz. The

enemy has simsly changed the plavers and he has substituted some new issues. He

uses the same old devices - platform.

The f these hreagers of the churches' peace - are‘ot’g iven. They are
‘ Ny e -. TR
unvorthy.of mention. They were W nor of authority in the

church. But they were stern admgs of a riihm—.q And they held as essential
Ammm—————

to salvation.

Their rw had to do more with @than with spirit. They usgg two

msﬂglforce taﬁht. One, e/awgf Moses was the law of Cod and it
nd, t

was xmchan?eable} Sec h/aﬂj:jhad come to devg._l_gp and no to destory
Lewal ___wr

For many had or&v been amg%;ough the Jew. And they
"

felt that this must continue.

So they Jad arisen on th%mn_ml,pbue to the conflicting

Gospu;ess-eges being preached by Paul and Barnabas, on one hand - and” judaizers ]
| AETSEEETETTT G

from Jerusalem on the other hand. The issue hit at the heart of the Christian

Cospel.
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These people had ¢ up to Anti%ﬁh and they thought that the

Centiles could#not be saved’ without the coming Jews. The issue was clear.
- e r—

Christian freedom was threatened, by this ceremonialism and this traditionalism.

y 3 L fadnen %‘* fzﬁ' K&&Jmﬁ”/ﬁ'é?'
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In many places the @is% the same toda e W;;,
St T WP 50 Jh e tinamlier T2 -l 5 19 "‘”“"74.;.,,& o '”W"'“"@,‘“

@Paul and Barnahbas ‘13560 small diqsenséi‘,or We with them about this

question. Paul and Barnabas knew that the Gentiles were being saved without first

becoming Jews.

The issue was the Creek and the Gentile believers could not be saved by beginning

in the middle of the process. That it was not enough that they begin with Ch%%gt.

They must also be brou?ht to evervthing that prepared the way for Christ. Therefore,

B S

they must conform and ?M law of Moses.
> e e S e

@* the&igiuamurgose of God was ordagsmed for them

rw It was an ouixard and vigibleAsiog or sym bol of the fact that this
people waéparated untoyand that they were deBendeEt upon God.

@w&s eing made the instrument of s%— hteousness. Or a

ritual or a ceremony in place of essential spiritual life.

We need to get this fixed. Some eominal conve_lé, to Christianity. Privately

slipﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ and spier]uM;hurch. They saw G% coming without

being circumcised. Believing they had a lot of brﬁss‘— they said, vou folks can

never be saved. You can nw unless you are circumcised.
Toda
\ _@ Y.ffalse Eff‘f‘h%ﬁ E%’;W on the same issues, you ever hear anybody
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say you caﬁm@W) Yes, you must trust Christ, but

they say some &xteg}_a}) requirement is necessary.

g Nere is 4 irist - never been saved. Do you mean this man

who had lived in sgjin™and un@lief, rejecting Christ all of his life, can have

@ come in and SW‘QHK\ Eead and give him some extreme

‘Am‘ption - do vou believe that ceremony is going to o wash_aw ay. hims

Tn the place of the issue they had, we still have it today. The@of

‘ whe thexmhkaglses are supposed to WWS. One of the largest churches

. has for several weeks s§ because M

wanted to Join the church. It stood there foxi 98 ; is

There are many more who widely have some other principle that involves their
feelings. Many Christians have added to this group or this individual in other

ways.

i _- ; : _
T There was‘® hurch® when the HW was at it's peak some’!w

gfan Forking among them Wiw ‘wof those young people to Christ out

of that cud#ure. Some of them begar} to cope Lamehurch. And the church finally

ﬁismissea ige young man who was witnessing. By saying he was bringing the

rift-raft off the streets into the church. That is the kind of sﬁgue they had
-

at Antioch.
-

L . I read of a who saidaw.e that he spgke to about going and
vigiting another couple of newcomers in the community and they said to him -

; '
| oh no, youy-ﬂmt them, They are not our kind of people.
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h Hewhat moves into a neighborhood —l iﬁh —class Eg_i_ghl;gxl;g_o 7

Now the congregation says they are_ fine people. They are a fine family

t wer meric . If only they were someggg else, but they weren't. And

that was the prablem herewa,t,ﬂAB ioch All the uncircumcised G ile Christians

at Antioch were th-<ronouncs unsaved because they had not kept the law.
And there was (MH dissension or debate. Vhich is an expression in V. 2 =

that means there was a greit_:’_ddg,al of dissension. Tt was agment. The

controversary was heated.

e But there were - . C‘.L,;&‘.:mll!lﬁivﬁi‘1

and the law. There were those who would have Paul and Barnabas to cease their
missionary activities. But Paul had experienced a sense of divine guidance. And

he felt that the Holy Spirit was leading him.

<T)é;d!you know that rituals, as well as people - often become bones of contension
i::_.,_. WM"“"’”""?J
today. WM for c:rcuwm Some people insist that unless the

ritual of a niiicui in a certain &;;e;v — he cannot become a Christian. So we become

e r

b%ﬁiu a Christian church. There are others who would say, that no one can

come in unless he has shoes on.

—
But you can gearc the Scriptures, and T don't think that these external issues
b — 7

are any or anything that should gplit the church or Christians apart.
st P

it

fThis sué had great pouexr over these new Christians. They had been taught

that they had been saved. But these men were sﬁggg,:e.?who came from Jerusalem.

They seemed to be deeply cog_u__nl;w;j:ed.

—
\ wam:ut these men, th

They took the BlHi ind they proved this. They seemed deeply committed.
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UltMe and the JgKSedhoetlfafies SO they selected these
verses. And this is the thing that makes a Wday. It has a tzgenadous

appeal. Tt is an appealing program - as [{‘iv Noon‘E. and some of these other cults

get moving. But we fail to allow God to reveal new truth.

And they expressed their views that|. yed this law. And they used this

as an argument. And it caused no small debate.

Now Paul records this in Calatians. About this situation.
—-—-ﬁ"\

And of course, you remt down and he even hwwith the

Gentiles. This was the fiw had EVEW
And probably he had bagimdRleStSimeaillgin? - T'e Vas Todflifell N owiiin

fropdiinEeiimiiace . And think about that, Pg/tg,;,f the Apostle - was carried away.
e

tom

A IS v e

He went over.to.the table for breakfast and no longer ate with the Gentiles.
Think of all of this. And Paul straightened him out about this and rebuked Peter.

Tuke tells us.

i?

to impose a legal c --t.“i’éilie. Yq ‘e_ga hy faith in Jesus Christ - and they
are saying you must be saved by becoming a JEv_a_QnJ_)L. And they were attempting to

force others to certain required standards or acceptable behavior. And these

things have gone on forever - even Christians today resist the Spirit, T helieve,

and Paul wrote that the Gospel wasm

s -

There are {Ehristia:;\,who find that practicing some of these t@é&m

their lives. And cause them to be more devoted to th?d. We have respect for them

and more power to them. But when we begin to practice something that is not clearly
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taught in the Scriptures, we do wrong. Christians have been given am_g:%re.
They have the mind of Christ. They have been crucified to the flesh. They have

received the Spirit.

So freedom is glwggi___;_uak;‘bu?ness. Obviously some people can't be trusted

with it. And these people really shouldn't grasp the total freedom which they
had in Jesus Christ.

y

7 "

e sins/ - Wt the blood of Jesus. IW
me whole again - nw the blood of Jesus. Wig the flow -

that makes me white as snow. IWN: I know - nothing but the blood of
D 4 s
A
Jesus.

II. THE CONFERENCE —

Ve begin about ¥V the Apostles and the Wre gathered. together, to
consider this matter. W«%ll’mth!ﬂ} to Jerusalem. The WM

was ﬁigmbm to hear the matter. But he felt the best way to silence them was

to have a council, or to have a conference. What seems to appear here, perhaps
T

some of the@ﬁﬂgbe church got together@and had a liW

meeting with the group as is expressed in w And then f%ly they took up

the’ geneiil meetiné )with all of the leaders and the members present. And the issue

must be thoroughly aired. And there were some speakers who were noted. Course,
T————" )

evidently many people took part in the discussion. T think the was
aw and twte the question itself. But the issue was

similar to the other churches. And ﬁ) anted to share it with the Jiiusale}n

church.
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And I think one of th4fir¢:estions asked - dW
, Wof vou. Or are they

representing their w%&. e need to do that now in our own churches. If

-

su

&

a ma or a group of people get upset and g% from one church

i

to another church i
otner churs and stir thmﬁs up about some question or other. Then there

needs to be a conference to settle that thing. Wend
them A !
-or W So here is the issue of the conference coming

to a head. Now the ch { h
urch at ‘{\.piioc had elected some messanpg’_rs and sent them

down. To take this matter up. And the church had decided on this thing - not

those that went And so they had the chqrqh_mm. And they were on their
way by the church - y_@ Tn other words, these messengers did not slip w%ff.

They were going on a very important mission. A mission of this church, represented
by this church. And T would suppose that the church paid their expenses. And T
think the churches today ought to p%ggg%ﬁs of their messengers and those

who are sent to conferences, conventions, and associations.

@ We discover that there wer ‘e
what those fellow Mﬁw anq said. And so they gathered all

together to consider the matter. And these preachers‘ held a meeting. And the

record says they called the church to participate in the decision.

They say there areW - those who _ha

and those who have to say something. And so it went on and on.

m Finally ‘%

convene this council. As our catholic friends would tell us that he was the
M‘M‘

stood uﬁ. Tt is important to note that Peter did not

first Pope. That heg yould have had the xespol ipility - but it does not say 80

] @‘ 2s the president of this council.

thing was to be settled - it was to be settled by a M

_pﬁswg?

' ' gsion 0
that it was unnecessary. Tle quotes his own experience. The conver

Mool 13
PO IS
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As minister to the Gentiles was first. By divine appointment. The lw
dw The results were spirtual. Now he said, we should not tempt God.

This sin is refusing to follow his guidance. Do not be afraid to follow God

even though he seems to cross barriers. Actually T am surprised, as others, that
Peter kept silent so long. Because he was always opening his mouth. But while

Peter was speaking - there was a sense of unity, of being recognized.

@e his eﬁer%ﬁﬁiF' That W. And he gaveth

them the Holy Spirit also.

@— Now therefore, ake - he says. Why should we put
forth an effort to obey the law and keep trying the hardest is nothing but a burden-—

some yoke about their necks. Throughout all the

m Or by religious rit

were intolerable weights he says.

@Now Peter put the i%ﬁﬁk—busterhout. He says to these Jews, 100%.:;_«
T believe that we Jews will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus. Just as

those Centiles will.

1 want you to notice here that Peter doe— t‘nex h“# be saved.@

0 ;5:_“ saving men. In saving men, it is more
T e S PSR

No Jew, no Gentile. These

he says the lnorm
visible. When he saves a Gentile, than when he saves a Jew. He says a Jew often

confuses the issue with the efforts of self-righteousness. But the Gentile does
-_—

not try that. Vhat Peter is saying is, I have come to see that wi Jews are on

WSW Vhen it comes to bwed. Mow this

was a thought provoking statement made by Peter, to this group in the conference.

@—iPaul and Barnaba%‘ told how they had gone gﬁiﬂ-ﬁhe Centiles and told of
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many conversions during the missionary trip.

the chairman of the mew, to the whole group and

rMeé and PJhad said. Ve said if you want to_ segguhat God's

program is like obiiie how it is working. 1lling_the lost.people of Jesus and
3 : F I %P =
they.are trusting him.

Now this is an extremely iw here - it i who is
the‘lesh and blood bm n the family of the M He had been

mewiniNazareth., We had seen all of what Mr had

dgge in all of his life. UNe had not believed in him until afm%surrection;’:

But in the resurrection, he saw the confirmation of all the witness that the spirit
e

had bore to his heart through those vears. He holds the upmost respect for all the

factions and the different groups in the church.

4

a«~=--; 4 y
James is fcalle Jaw. Heliiﬁed S0 long - he wore holes in his rgbe.

He is a man of tremendous i rity.
t wﬂmﬂ&%&_my

James was aM— and to make things easier. and smoother, James
suggests toG dduge that he has been listening too - thw He

@' nes that are extremely important. And perhaps we'd do well to
- e
- e g

sayvs there are

follow.

ﬁ— He begins to unfold % !omes squarely to the terms with the
activities of Iﬂ,'l‘his is § tubborn fact that James brings out.

alread ., without asking apyhody. W,pc%n. Without doing any kind of

ri}w&. Without referring to any kind of l'e}w given by Moses. And he forced them

to thinlk of the direction of God's activities.
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yﬂ @ie qav,s,wt‘hewa-etiuii? of God is v

the &qimfﬁn wordiof Cod.

e i W

And it corw to

Ty

Yow if we could get ch activit

his across to our people today. There i

that is going on in the WQle_LQdﬂX in the n y and it is called the
g #

wog};ﬂgjm?;bwg_:'ig_}%t of God. But, which isxnoti.ﬂ line with what the wW&d

says.

Now that W that T said that. I think many _P_g_gple today

—- through ig&g;anee, through 1aEEM3£‘in§ight, because something seems to be sppéf:

natural in activity - they say it is all right.
P p

g,
It is alright to k s_done. {But)we must be SULS igat it is Cod
Wt’ Now whatever does not cﬁrresg&?rd with the W of GCod - I say
-

very plainly, is not the activity of Cod. But it maybe impressive spiritually.

There is wﬁthat is oEcuiiiﬁ Eﬁgﬁi there are so many d

of meetings. Some break out into some kind of tope hd people will say, oh,

look at the restoration of the gift of tongues. [od is at work. The Spirit is at

work.

Another example today is some of the ' I certainly believe that God

can heal. I know he can. I am not denying that. DBut each healing must be questioned

in order to discern where it comes from.
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@ts this activity amonge the'%ﬁéﬁiﬁ as from Go%i @ he saw

iy cowd to the word of God.

W

V.l 16— He quotes_ one of the prophets fAmos. RFho had lgredicted that there would

come a time when the Gengiles would be reached.

Now there are some scholars today who attempt to take this - what James said -

and figure out some outline of future events. This, they say - thew.

Jesus will return and restore Israel, and réhuild the dwelling of David. Ttec.

But I honestly do not thi%l? this is what James is talking about. He is.predicting

and W T do not question that there is a great
fulfillment awaiting in the second coming. But he is talking about the son of David

who will gather up all the crushed and broken hopes of David's line.

Thyly,M@ages som‘suggestions? For a 1ettei is be sent to the

Gentile believers. He said we should write them and ‘ll the iﬁuiit.xii'- ‘three or

mm And it concernew. Tt concerns sexual immoE*‘Ey.
And these two things woul:‘ do‘well fa; Peoﬂe to receive a 13% from today.

He said they need to obstain from fow;on. From eating that which is strangled.

From eating hlood.

There are a co B e things here in the moral realm.(];miat z and sexual

immorality) And thes@are in the W&m lw and sensiﬂd

Now this is working out according to God's calendar. Hte quoted the great

words from the p‘ﬂ’ﬁ@ - in which he predicted that through the triumphant

and resw the Gengd sh ® He is a practical

man. And of course, he concludes that no ceremony was necessary to make men

Christian. BRut he was certain that certain prohibitions were necessary.
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Bt T bedl o haded o g S0t

TIT. CONCLUSION

Mow as we move into the conclusions of this conference, we say a further word

 from eating fleshly food, that

™is meant souls. That would cause some to stumble.

Second, he talked about this because it is eW. A man must

make a decision that he is going to worship one God or no God at all.

Horrible worship

e

A o

‘Fomicaiiﬂ& &'s mentioned here in

was mingled with iW. Therefore, sexual @morality is

something in which you destroy vourself. TInterestingly enough, the @

everywher warns agai s Peter says flee from youthful passions with war

sgainst the soul. This is Wt‘*ﬂﬁi Y08 ekl GUERE L

It breaks gg ige ;m X of ywity. That is why the Bible says that

na_E:nga_that give themselves to wide spread immorality are bringing upon themselves

sure destruction. PRecause they aréndermirilinﬁ the whole structure of soci

And the cause of this evil is a practice against the body. Tt is very evident,

John says.

Tn the matter of restraining from 'fstrangle}— this was prw
And from eatincg blood. ﬁeatheé} ate b}‘gg%mmm You remember, the murderer in

u‘bd

the Scripture does not have 1ife. It says to take the life of another in anger,
you cannot claim that you belong to Jesus Christ. John says, you know that no

murderer had eternal life abiding in him.

Could you do any one of those things without committing wrong. In order words,
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would it be wrong for you to eat an-animal. That had been killed by being choked

to death. Or eating blood pudding.

ovenant of

Now th{:}l@of these things are part of th@c
talking about, which were wrg . "

e mpsm S 22
qu’wﬂ!*ﬂﬁ’

covemant that ° _the Wl h n race. That we find these imposed, no more

D i
than God imposed for Noah's covenant to the & ale race% Fating thinﬁg SW,
g L R e ,.

taking away life - because aod. Tt is alright to eat beef but
R

Noah./

In fact, this is the

not to eat the blood.

Mow none of us are justified to take a life in order to live.

But this is the thi

afi -':\r\_gr a lion will W by the
o %
trl;gat. Awill come in and get into a chﬂ{aﬁw - he would kill a.dozen

\load. Sometimes vu‘%wolféwill get into

the W They do mot, bother about the meat - they just drink the blood Now

that is the Eeastly thing to do. And that is whyglves these practical

things as conclusions for them to follow.

chickens just to drink.the.

x 9‘3( 81»!5‘5‘5‘11-‘
\, % 29 i e The summary of these points that they were to sustain from, the
blood referred to thew Thou shalt not murder. “Fo referred to

thou shalt nw Ex. 20:13-14. So it is very obvious that these
la‘w aws. So it had to do with the pagan attitudes toﬂ%m And

anyone familar with the Greek or Roman customs at that time was certainly to know
what James was talking about. The Christians were to be left to the freedom of
God's grace. However, their devotion to Christ, must lead them away from sinful
practices. And indulgences, that the heathens practiced. They must be willing to

suffer for Jesus Christ.

- \m The aggference was dismissed. And they sent the letter along with some
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representatives, to confirm the meeting. And return to Antioch with the agreement.

. 7
Mow this is thej wayi’ that pr(_:bllgmgwt;‘hat come up_today, the spirit-led church

TS S

will handle. But the essential problems remained.

Eto the Kinﬁgom. s fand anothexr

two different f peopl® in the kingdom. Those '

-

those that are especially anointed. And there are a few others, that are saved

at are merely saved, and

by the addition of this or something else.

Th) back agreed. That the Jews and the Gentiles were to be saved by

prace. Apart from any works or ritual.

Second, they went back to encourage all Christian people to abstain from
certain practices. That they might demonstrate their new freedom and refrain
from pagan practices. Just as eating blood of strangled animals. These
prohibitions, outdated Moses. They went back to Noah. Gen. 9:4. The sum total

was that by grace, through faith.

Also, that God did not have one plan of salvation for the Jew, and another for

the Centile.

Now some{;;ioplg may wonder ol v _
‘account as this. Tt is because the problem involved is still with us.

A8 Y Bhudy a6 S JW they didw

e g,

They con ch faith,: 1 And they c%ﬁclare

salvation by grace ~ through faith. Gal. 1:6—8g T marvel that you are so soon

s,
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removed from him - to call you into the grace of Christ, un er Gospel...
Which is not another. But there be some that trouble you and would pervert the
Cospel of Christ. But though we are an angel from Heaven, preach any other

Gospel unto you, then that which we have preached unto you - let him be a curse.

A
In the light of this, you will discover thegﬁl

e

gation that

are being proclaimed today. In the vast segement of Christianity is by faith in

Christ plus your own works. Or Eiggﬂhgg;ism. Or plus v§ziggg_gﬁg;q§;gg§. Or plus

sacramaﬁigfof the church. Still others will ask, self-righteousness. To each of

- ad
aTumsARET

these Paul says, Eph. 2:8-1 -fq;uEy grace are ye saved.§ That is you have been

saved through faith and that not of yourselves.

This is the Yew Testament plan of iz}ya E322n4:~7”4*:?
A | -/ _ Py 74
e R R L et

At e oo ~
) upon what you do."‘ BUD

What is it. ﬁiiiﬁéPaul;gays you algg;ignmgg ends

upow hM Indeed, the words are ye saved are in the

passion voice. Indicating that salvation is achieved for you by another. The

words not of yourself is a gift of Cod and not of works - lest any man should

boast. That is we ought to drive home the words, notof yourself. It is a gift

of Cod. TFor we are his workmanship - not yours. Created in Christ Jesus.

Now the word create — always used in the Bible is for a work of God. It is

never the work of man. But we are created and wrought in Jesus Christ. Through

his death, his resurrection.

low to abstain from certain things is an evidence of salvation. Paul says, is
A e e TRy
our Christian walk. The evidence of salvation comes from abstaining from certain
things and walking as Paul says, in good works. This is the fruit and not the

aid, I wga}d pot trust mz,hope of

root of your salvation
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Heaven on the second best that Isever lived, Some one asked the great English

o i A B AP (RN A A S A <P

To which he replied 4?

Therefore it is not :something . that you appropriate. But something that has

)41

been appropriated by Jesus Christ. Whoqoever belleveth - John 3 16 _says, mnot

whosoever believeth and worketh. Hence, faith must be active. Not to sit and

wait for Cod but to come boldly to the throne of grace. Tt must be a personal

faith. Heb. 4:16.

And this is a permanent salvation - foE_Ezm§5§gg_gxe»yevsavedu 'HQGe you
been saved? It renders that the action which happened in the past is still
poing on. And will continue to go on. 1t is a finished work. So through faith
in Jesus, you may be saved, you are gaved, and you will continue to be saved
eternally. Now when we see this, we see that we cannot lose this wonderful
grace of God. Gal. 5:4. Heb. 12:15. In both cases, the sense is if you follow
a works way of salvation, you fall away. It has nothing to do with falling out
of grace. Once you are in grace - it does not depend upon what you do - but

upon what Christ has done for you. It is permanent. What you do from day to

day is what you do and believe and rest upon Jesus Christ.

Mow the word grace means a gift. To forgive a debt. To forgive a wrong.
And finally to forgive a sin. Forgive - makes a gift. So the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ. Rom. 6:23. If I make you a gift that is

grace. If I forgive you a debt - that is grace. If I forgive you a wrong, that

is grace. If I forgive your sins - that is grace. ou appear the
.of Weanﬂg a baptlsrnal certificate, or a rm
righteous deeds or a Eackaﬁe of caWhat you have gz‘..ven to the

Ped Cross or some other organization, or if you appear and say T have undergone
"

mvidggmant seat
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the right of circumcism, Chrigl will say _ lDolekelieliein Depam

iy

Therefore, while vou still have life and there is still hope - turn from your

own efforts of salvation and express faith in Jesus Christ and what he has already

done for vou.




