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2 Cor. 10:1-18

First ten chapters are addressed to the working majority in the church.
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lLast chapter refers to the incorrigible minority. The object is to
‘a_'—‘—_—-_"-—7-—.._—.———

defend the Gospel and his apostleship from the charges made by a small group.
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This small group had no_ doubt endegyg{;ﬂ to wreck his work.

A close reading of this chapter will infer certain charges. Paul does

not list these, but simply gives his defense. It isfﬁaﬂ easy to expose a
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rag;al nor is it a pleasure. dzlEEP had not pgrfeggﬁd these charges, we never

would have had the statements given in this chapter. These are of impireshable
value to the world.
I have outlined the charges:
1. Misjudged His Conduct - V. 1-6.
2. Misjudged His Authority - V. 7-11.

3. Misjudged His Labours - V, 12-18.

As I have stated you have to read Paul's reply to discover that he is

making a defense of their charges.

Appears from the defense they(accused,kim of wallting according to the

flesh.

That he had low}motiv%g such as monetary gain by the offerings - you
&

understand,(preaching for the quey??

That when he is present he is humble and when absent very bold.

7 jh(i)# Paul will vigorously defend himse%f against this accusation of the

stubborn minotify in Corinth.

Speaks under compiilsion - spoke of the character of Jesus - he claimed
meekness, sweet reasonableness - a man who did not press for the last farthing
S e

of his rights.



These words stung Paul that he was humble of conduct uhila_miLhHSBQm

and showad boldness when avay.
This was - for thm.gm,_ml:&pmsﬁnt. +I‘;"‘st1mg Paul to the quick.

.ELC:)_ I beg to differ - does not want to assume this boldness - Paul did not
7 ”
use his position to build up himgg}f. There is no get—even spig}t.

When) he returns his speech and presence will be as full of energy and
r g

courage.
y(i;rged that he walked among thefflesﬁ\
Flesh - used meaning physical,...body.

1" 1 n Carnal dispos ition.

_E;C:)— I do live in a physical body,(but)I am not wagin% this war in accordance

with physical standards.

Paul says he is an ongigg;x_meak-hum%p being but he does not use human

plans and methods to win bhattles.

\g;g:TBHhe weapons of warfare are ng; carnal.

Paul said his conduct is not dependent upon the flegy. They had accused

him of trickery, mighty before God pulling down strong holds.

From these physical figures he applies to Spiritual matters.

é;;:;)told his disciples this Matt. 5:10-12, T gggg_yzuLJin;ua,aa_shﬁgp

in the midst of wolves. 'Ye shall be hated of men for my sake'- 10:16-22,

Jesus, spoke further about this in the(garable)of the Wheat and Tares.

Matt. 13:24-30. They look alike in it's early growth. No mistake they were

different. Now let them alone until the harvest time.

Jesus said<:§>ye were of the world the. world. like you - my yoke is

easy, my yoke fits and is light don't be afraid of it,

Thig is the kind of life, I'm calling you to live. Ile spoke of a strange
—
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battle, result of faith.

Paul defending the contention and dispute over his conduct by pointing to



their carnality.
The church is a wonderful body, composed of a group of people who have

received Jesus Christ as Saviour.

(Imaginations Process of .the mind, way of reasoning the mgthod-ef—legic,

the understanding of things which a man adopted in his unconverted days and pro-

jected into the fellowship of the church.

Everything that exalth itself against qu.

Controversial issues — in some circles if you are Orthodox you ares out
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of date! Paul wa ate. Paul said these are some of the high things

against the knowledge of Cod,

This is a form of carnality in the church which stems from the corruption

of the mind,

The mind which insists in submitting the word of God to its own criticism
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and only accept that which the human intellect can undarstand and helieve.

The corruption of mind leads to carnality in the church.

(?baponé\not carnal - Fph. 6:13-18.
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@much time we give to the life as it appears before .men,

do_.we,_gi ve to the life that-appears.before God.
Imagingtions - somebody says an unkind word about you, or you are accused

falsely of something you have not done, or somebody is gpiteful in his comments

and critical in his attitude.

begin to think about.it, you repeat it elf over and over
again with increased indignation, and because it hegims.to fill your mind, you

tell your frienii (with additions of course) until at last, by frequent
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repetition, you have heen insulted twenty times instead of one.
=

You) have decided to retaliate, to answer back, to vindicate yourself
and to prove that they-are.wrong mdm&ﬁnt. This is earnality in the

life which has happened because of corruption in the mind.

How dqes»fggl
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mailto:@little.do.we_give
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When the th9ugh£_5§§%g that the person has reported to have said -

carnality says counterattack! Humble self in Christ Jgsg%,and recognize that

:‘fgothin.g‘ that_any person could ever-say about you is really one hundredth part
as bad-as the truth if he only knew it.
Good reason to forget.
Bring all into obedience to Christ,
Paul aims to pull down the top most perch of audacity in their reasonings
against the knowledge of God.
We need this skill and courage today.

Bring every:thought into captivity.

He is a daring thinker, but he lays all his thoughts at the feet of

Jesus.

Obedience to Christ.

V.(EEF Refusal to heed those who are obstinate. ( Paul) expects the|6£ole jchurch
. _ ol _ c y

will soon become obedient to Christ.

The incorrigible minority is invited to become obedient.

II.i Misjudged His Authorit;;Z V., 7=11,

The incorrigible minority questioned Paul's authority. They questioned

him as.an-—apestle.
Their Brob%ggjgtated - "ngk_nnmxh;gggmgi;g;wth§>gutward appearance!

o

You judge by your eyes!
Paul said you need_to_look dggg%;. Apparently you claim to be a part
of C@;;gnLanpa:Ly - look below the surface - look to Christ.

I too am a Christian - I too, have seen the Lord, I Cor. 9:2.

Paul said you need to(have' another thought about xog;aslf - you say you
belong to_the Lord, now look to the Lord - thirigazigg that Paul was not a God

called preaéher did not exclude him from that position.

Paul said my authority was given me tcé:uild ué and/not) to tear down!
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Sharp way of ansy%§ing - this incorrigible mino:%ty had set about to destroy

not build up.

aid he would never be.ashamed. of what he was doing, because every
e e Very
effort was in the intere ification - building up the e not tearing

them down.

They can not put him to shame as a braggart or _impo ¥
- e

fle is a true minister of the Gospel, Qotza gretentiguglboaster.
Y;(:)* Paul tosses in al|li#tle spice.

"Now, I don't want to seem to be_ frightening you with my letters'.

Not appear to terrify.them with his letters - refers to I Cor. and this

present letter.

Means to make this_fear intensive.
His is q;ghing,auk_:hamﬁfyxh, we would say.

VA 10-11)Reminds his opponents that as his lE£§§;s so will bg@hgg_gggds when he

arrives in Corinth.

Presen of body.
Prasence Y

He will %EE_ﬁEJMLJﬂ%;ES.

It seems clear Paul did not have a commanding appearance %2%9 Barnabas.

e

He had physical defesfs of the’gzgs - pictured as_short, bovzlegged=with eye brows
——————— ) ‘ a——
knit tgggther, bald headed, hoek=nosed.

However, that may have been why his accusers sneered at his personal
' ”~
appearance weak and questioned him as an apostle.

Biting'criticiiéjof Pauls looks and his speech! The incorrigible minority
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really took Paul apart!

2 12 Eg;sjudged His LaboqEE_z V. 12-18.

This little minority(éidn't leave a stone tmturned. Paul wrote about the
Z e I\ s > - —

e
e

Y T . P = o o ] T ety avren aadd Panl ecent

- - e



b
Titus to take the collection for him - being crafty.
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They questioned his sincerity.

(L-@-— They made a misté_llg; of using the wrong standard of measurement.
This is a fine text to preach from.

Paul did stoop to compare or contrast himself with them.
_ rd

He needs no seélf-recommendation.

These men do not see their own picture (which is obvious to others)

Ephe 5:173 T Tdm, 127,
Masterful statement.

They @;’ zt_t}gmselvgs, themselves keep opn measuring (EW) and

comparing (matching by comparing with something else) themselves by themselves

are not sensible'.

‘l‘hay themselves up as a standard of measure.
'

When they gauged themselves by that standard, behold, they were perfect!

Paul says that such a practice is nonsense.

V. (13}-will not boast as they did, of things which are not a standard.
N - = /

Measuring rod or rule.

The measuring rod of Go}— one standard, this standard reaches even them,

God applies this standard in Corimth!

pid you ever use a fallible standard?

——
Read of a man who decided to put up a @ le sawed off one

the right length. He megswred the second by the first and so on,

When he put up the fence, there was a variation of from an inch to 1/2
S e S
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on up. Because each variation in the standard magnifies itself.
We must have one fixed gtandard everytime we saw a picket. God has given

one standard.

‘&_@— A preacher did not stre;gh,hi.ﬂs,‘%lfﬂﬁu&bﬂﬂmd_b%.

God has called him. Gospel my objective.
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<é&£;;;} He boast about the planting of the church at Corinth.
' e

He wanted no easy task.

His hope is that as the faith keeps on growing in the church that this

minority will be caught up in the overflow. Lord will work through you.

V.(lﬁ}— Foreign Missions - "Regions beyond you'. Indeed this challenge to the

minority is tremendous. I have this home that the church at Corinth will become

a missionary church and reach the regions heyond, egtablish. other churches.

.

Thisﬂigalaw of the Kingdom - it was not the goal gﬁﬂiggéggsping and

embarrasing preacher Pgul. - get in the church and work - let all go_to work,

S —

Paul gives a summary reply to the incorrigible minority in the last two

verses.

First - V <175G10ry in the Lord.

Quotes this from Proverhs 27:2.

Second -J..(J-\&b-- The Approval Fvery Map Needs.
econd

Not self approval.

The Lord's recommendation.

The real test, the final test, is not the ones who commend themselves but

whom the Lord commends. W gd"'wzy / ,Xf :: ﬁ'@ E dﬂ' E—u-a-g~

Paul made a big Eiii fof the minority of —- ggﬁg;;t;hg_uag_ig;mggg

I can illustrate this with the story of thqwfqntastic Basketball Championship

in 1954. West End High School Blue Jays in Maxch 1954 had gone through a mediocre

season. Few of their friends gave them a chance to win the district games and even
smaller number thought they would last thweugh the Regional Tournament.

The players thought different. Small in size — hearts of giants. What

could be the s=zcret.
At the close of 1954 school term the beloved superintendent of West High,

Dr. W. H. Yarborough was to retire.

Because of admiration and devotion - this little group of athletes banded



o A

together determined to deliver to their leader a fourth state championship.

They chose as their slogan "All the way for Doc', At the beginning of

each game they came on the playing floor through an archway, over which appeared
this slogan.

The cheering section shouted the slogan., They just would not be denied
victory.

Think of the record - astounding figures. Sudden death finishes.

District games, .
Bames,

West High 7l Opponents 44
47 36
36 34 (Overtime)

Regional games.

52 50 (Overtime)
42 41 "

62 45

State Finals
Vw.__"_ﬂ_ﬂ,-.p-n-«-a*—.

51 43

46 42 (Overtime)
42 40

The Blue Jays had been behind in the last game and sesnm fortune would

==

desert.

Bzhind 6 points in last quarter. Some one slipped out and phoned the
aging SuperEEEggggpt and he rushed to the Vanderbilt gymnasium to assure the
boys of his every good wish for them.

The appearance of Doc sent a flame of desire and determination into the
. ——

Jays. They came back magnifiedently to beat theilr bewlldered-opponents.
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Grabbing the lead with less than a minute to play and then freezing

.

the ball they did the seemingly impossible and went "all the way for Doc'.

Thrilling - fantastic story is valuable as a lesson for ourselves - our

slogan "All the way for God".
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