leadership of the church.

/
& jls your business to serve and hea} Ebe breech - wherever there is discord

- you are to be a peacemaker. That is your role. You go to the congregation and

minister in behalf of the Pastors of the church. Bring the people together in

full support.

v
Yes, you can influence thgmsgir%tuai aggggfhere of the church. And this would

be the atmosphere of the congregation. You can cause it to be what it ought to be.

It is your testimony and your life that will 1ift the level of the congregation.

Now when we come hack to my original text here for a few moments. And see if
we cannot unfold some of the wbnderful connections that we have in the high calling

as leaders in our churches.

. WE_ARE HELPERS OF JoY {2 Cor. 1:24.
Paul says, not that we ‘have dominion Qggx,xnux:fﬁﬁth but axgwhelpers.ni your

joy for by faith ye stand. wonderful task — what a high calling. The

B e

Gggne; means glad tidings. In the Christmas story, the angel proclaims - behold,

T bring ybu good tidings of great jov.

Phil. 4:4 - Rejoice in the Lord, always. Wherever the Cospel is received in

faith, great joy. V. 4. MHow could it be otherwise. VWhen we go out as leaders,

with the Gospel of the fgzg;xgnﬁgs of sin through Jesus Christ, people rejoice.
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And in this hungry world in which we live mﬂgufacture happiness
= mmmmu:@ﬂ%_

that lasts. We may do so for a short time but the only lasting joy will be found

in Jesus. Therefore, God's co-labours can be heglpers.of.joy since they live in

the joy of Christ, their faith is something that lends to everyday life.

II. Y HOSTS OF PFL./ Rom. 15:16. )

A minister of Jesus Christ to the Gbntile§$gﬁ@é&&g;&g&mgggwgggggimgfwggd.gig;fr)

interprets his task gs serving !the .glad tidings of the Cospel to the }iJeOple The

beautiful picture here is serving a table. What a suggestion.
. e o

The head waiter makes his selection of food.easy for his guests and he makes

the consumption of the food tasty in the way that he serves it.

As sgrvanggwggﬁfgd, we are the verv ones who by the way we proclaim our message

make it gasig&mgggwgégsrs to hear the word and the spirit of love originates in

Jesus. And even Christ did not please himself - but he was a host to awaken faith.

If a host gives his attention.to the puests, how much more should we as hosts

¢

for Jesus Christ give heed to every possible way of presenting the message. Ve
are to pass the word of God on in it's original form. In the same direct manner

in which we received it.

o,

i,

Psalm 36:8, Matt. 14:19 - Gives great simplicity. ?&ésus‘ break the bread
- S
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and gave the loaves to his Disciples - and the Disciples.to the multitude.”

Those who receive the good news went to others and they were host of the

Gospel.
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it speaks of constructing this building, in which all of us are living stoz&s.
W s e i -

Tn T Cor. 3:10, Paul speaks of himself as the architect who helps build upon

Jesus the foundation.. Fe admonishes the co-laborers. How they build upon the

foundation. The servants of Cod are therefore not only living stones in the house

of Cod but they are also construction supervisors.
T R—.—_

The;woréﬁpgiﬁﬁpg 0s,.1s also v%gz_fittingmggye - it is a word that is translated

bhishop., And according ‘to one scggégr in his intrepretation of the Greek word, that

ffi

it {means uction qupervisor  The episkopos was responsible for sup ervising

A TR S
L

and repnrt{gf b Qi3§w35%%§§§s as Well gs for checking all hinderances to constructlon.

» B ' r
@ Cod's bu}lﬂ?}'}- Fvery one works on his special part of the

In like manner,
building. And is building - thE‘EEESQQ' the E232§2;;§t, the Toreien Missionary,

the Youth Woxrks: Ve are all assistants to the great architect, Jesus Christ. And of
A s

course if the construction supervisor does his work in a sluggish lazy way then it
endangers the entire group. MNow the work foremen determines the spirit of all of

his laborers. UVhat a responsibility - for the leaders of Cod in the building of

his Kingdom.

VI. WL ARE UNDER-SHEPHERDS OF THE GREAT SHEPHERD.
el o — i e SRk R o e e, T T R e TRy

States

oversight thereof not by constraint but willingly. Neither as being Lord over

‘Ehgﬂfkg%kmg£m§2guwhich is among you. Taking the

Cod's heritage but being examples to the flock. And when the chief shepherd shall

appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away.

Now this is the wonderful experience that the servant of Cod is able to perform
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his work in love. The pqgg;_ghgphg;d of the under shepherds. How the people of our
day are hungry for life. How they search for security. WHow they need the leadership

of under shepherds who will take the responsibility and feed the sheep.

VII. YOU A ?_GON!S SERVANTS AND M'L%ST BE WILLING TO_BE COVERED WITH DUST,,

N e ST AT ey

I discovered a ngg_mganiﬁg in my reading the other day - of the wardIS:ZEEED

4
And thq 1ite;;}'meaning given as it often appears in the New Teatament is - goin?

through the dust.

N R,

in Potsdam. He desired upon his arrival figggﬂof all to freshen hlmself The King

cémmanded\ however, that the church musician be brought from the coach.into the
s SN s

palace. Some of the members of the court smiled. Vhen they say the dust covered

musician. But with one rebuking glance, the King childed them for their cheap
\.____‘i-_-

content.

il "—_‘““‘«\3
?inzendo said, "Nothin is more beautiful than a dusty warrior."
1 j g LS m Y

@ a fitting declar_'atj._o? that the word Deacon means going through the.dust.

That God's people do _not, gbjeg%?to any tegk that his servants are not ashgm%g to
become even the most lo brother, in the @Egistrzfof this world. He will become

a cqypanigg,fnx;;hnggﬂ%gﬂm%ésfy. He may help one and encourage another on the

way of faith., As a servant, his f}rst concern should be for the man in the dust

- a phygical and spiritual need. And such a concern downward is a mark of nobility

in God's sight. TIn fact, this is God's favorite directionig That we should go to

the out-cast, to those in need.
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A Deacon should respect even the most lowly as an individual as a worthy

candidate for individual 1life.

Bodelschwingh once received a visit from a government,m;%%§ter. And suddenly

i AR 7

as they were walking on the street, he saw a brother on the other side and he
hurried over and he threw his arms around him. And then he returned to the

government minister and he said, Mr. ngggr, do you know for sure that this strange

i a7

ﬁ;n has no. licé There upon, Bodelschwingh replied, Mr. Minister - one lice from

P e

the cgifﬁgf this brother is worth more in God's.eyes. than the medal on your chest.

. il Ay g L K St~ - B gl i R R e e

Now the true of Cod are willing to be covered with dust of their labors

—_—

for the Lord.

VIII. AS A SERVANT, YOU ARA GOD'S REPRFSTNTATIVE

e R N S b e

A A,

g“ I Peter 2:9. Abmonishes Yo| proclaim the praises of Christ{ This does not mean
pa e k:?‘;‘,:_w — _— = - - -

that we serve him only by word of mouth.

Eyerything ggogt"uf,should proclaim and represent love of Christ. People today
are weary of talk and notice rather the walk and life of the person who is a leader

in a church. We need to be living examples of faith.
The exhalted position of the servants of Cod must demonstrate their spirituality.

Our failures must not dim the picture of Cod's great expectations. We are to be
as Jesus said, to the Glory of God - salt and light, Psalm 34:3. Qh-magnify@tye
- p

Loxrd with me. TLet us.exhalt his name togetggr.

#F

P

Now 1ncéwso many people today no lon?er attend chg:chgs, and since there is a
g — - T a— N - F
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large population that has never heard a Gospel message —fidw
Ml D, o AT AR A =

hall they learn what

R S o e S o AT S0 b e

faith is. (How %111 qhexﬁggggﬁgear‘;hgﬁﬁgggé} they do not see an@-&fﬂﬁwE?PuE_

T M et A P ———-

zﬁurlgg};g, In this troubled world, where we live, and where they live - we must
stick to ourwpigh calling in Christ Jesus. Because every man has to give an account

as a steward of the mysteries of Cod.

Moreoever,fitéis required iq(gtgwa:dg that a man be found faithful.

o

Tl

7inzendorf said, our joy until we die -— is to win men for the Lord.
1"°"@_‘;EE_13-§-EMRM%%&£ is_to_be fulfilled.in your life, and you are

to be found fa;;bgﬂi, thegre must be an element oﬁmgreat fq%g& inm;ggﬁﬂgﬂﬁaﬁﬂﬂi;m,

TPTREECNY

o &;_ggu%§{EE%E§§:if:se to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter - choosing

rather to suffer the afflictions of the people of Cod., He refused the life of

luxury to take up Tpogsrty. He refusedhfase and chose hardship. Fe refused the
throne to enjoy the praises of people - to go out to an unappreciative mass as

a leader and a servant. The choice was the most daring and adventureous, and self-
sacrificing experience. And as Moses passed through the pates of the palace, with
its glorious structure, and then to go and live and dwell and think of those in the
dark reed huts where the slaves dwelt - it was certainly heroic faith. And if you

are going to be a leader, you must have heroic faith.

V”” A young man namedfl“__jﬂ'— a Chiggﬁgwgiliigggime chose appg%g;mentmasuauio;gign
mifg}gna:g;to a far away land rather than the bright lights, fast automobiles, and

fast society in his home land.

,/ Miss Levering, of Baltimore, born in the lap of luxury - reared in the best

aEpEsTaCAREy un;muffa-zs'w
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culture, many opportunities - turned her back on all of the world's ways and went
to China as a missionary., There are those who say she has.buried herself, and

there are others who say if buried, there will be one day a glorious resurrection.

But there is nothing but faith that can inspire you.

Faith in.God. Faith in Godis.work. TFaith in God'sﬂ@pi&f: And faith in vourself

a bout the possibilities of leading for him.

Now remembe@ had manyethinesblocking his pathway. There was the pliggyres
of i}tg,, the treasures of Egypt, and the danpers of, de th. All three of these stood

- ~W§§ SRS
in his way. But faith can overcome all of these and the faith of Moses had heen
implanted in his heart by his mother who served as his nurse. Many men today have
become great — even though they may have had an unworthy father - but they have
had or maybe have not had a worthy mother. But the choice has been made by faith.

And it was the call of a job that needed to be done that inspired Moses to take up

the leadership of his people.

2,

’(:31 W, 8., (‘rittendg_gwas condemned to die in (‘uba. And when ordered to. kneel

i ——

before the firing squad, he answered (["A soldier kneels onlv to God. " And stood

W 4
A st s i
r

erect.

o~

i&b}:_i}e}_kﬁgtitg_,'}a brave Belgium girl, being led out to execution by the.Cermans.
was about to have a hood placed over her eves when she refused it saying - I want

the world to know how a irl ecan die f her c try.
2 Belgium eir m die for he ountry.

{5giiigg?bf the cross kneels only to God Almiggmy. Now if vou, as a leader,

in your church - will take this same stand then you will make no choice or no

decision or step in your conscience that is not born of faith and nurtured of

God's Holy Spirit. It will have his approval.
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So I say, wﬁa:;;eveé a man soweth that shall he also reap. The power to
chose the spiritggl rather than the material - the vision which sees him
as only the eyes of the flesh behold, and the ability to strive onward serving,
working, and being willing to be cQﬂfEﬁéﬁﬂiﬁh-QEﬁt ag_your_chief asset - the
cggﬁgs@&tfﬁﬁ”bﬁﬂggg;ﬂgbglﬁ»Rggfggﬁéity. This kind of faith, you will hear the
words, moreover, it is rgquired of stewards that a man be found faithful. This
will be fulfilled in your mission. The ministry to which vou have been called
is more than mere profession. Ig_igwmo;gﬂggggwgﬁgg%gg. Tt is a calling from
G?E_£2£*§£33E5g§hip. And of course, it has to do with here on this earth which
is local. And so he pronounces that a man be found faithful. That is the result
of all of vour mission - is fidelity which is one of the essential requirements
in all such human relationships. In other words, plain honesty in handling money.
Like a bank clerk. Or any other position of trust like a public office. Jesus

- through Paul is saying, this is one of the most important things. Fidelity,

faithfulness.

o

Now closely linked with your faith will be our 1ov§3for the Lord Jesus. There
W‘-w&—;—' e s (T
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is such a wonderful experience that took place in the life of vrs!_rl;zahath Pxentissn

Her husband was_a mipister and as_the tears 1 rolled down her cheecks shewsaid, why

i eSO

should this-happen.to.us-of-all«people. MagthHEushﬁﬂid“askﬂouﬁselMeSwWhYaa thing

like this should not happen to us. ‘449 we better than.any of the.other.families.who

St T

have 1ggg_lnxed_naes-inmgh;ﬁf%?igaml ~ her husband. asked sympathetically. Does God

owve us some special favor that he does not owe any other family - or does God play

Nt i W S STV B

favorites. Mrs. Prentiss dropped her face in her hands and wept, for a long time.

For she felt that she had no more tears to shed. She thought of all she had done.

R ——

Up until that time when death had suddenly come to her loved one. She was the daughter

of a deggg£~sig£§zmgn and was a very talented person. And she married Rev. Geo...

Prentiff. And they moved to New Yo;i‘?%tz where he was the pastor of a Preshyterian

Church. And it was 11 vears after their marriapse in 1856 that the tragedy struck..



