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THE GREAT CONTRAST

I Peter 1:24-25

INTRODUCTION:

On the journey of life), we find that the Holy Scripture is always to

human nature. It is in what it says about the features of life. It has
on its side, some sgrgzg_tig.ngs. It has counsel for cepfort, It tells about the

darker patches of life. It tells about the streaks of s;g;hine. It tells about
=

the pw, the touching, and most of all - about the human struggle,

The Scripture@like Chxc'i_slzﬂgg__ly_e_l%s across the snow. Like muw
t/ .
the waves. All flesh is as ﬁrassi And all of the glgzzagﬁﬁmggyas the flggg; of the

grass, The grass whithereth and the flower thereof falleth.

——

@- ritesia letter to a scattered congregation. lle is writing to comfort,

to stimu/l"lte, to encourage. These poor struggling Christians are surrounded by

heathen people. They need all the assistance they can get.

Peter has his in the he great prophets of old. \@_in the

@land of Israel, they were in Babylon thinking about that great power, Thinking
'
about the splendor of the materj thingsy That ancieént empire with its palaces and

its temple. It just was ove ering to their imagination. And it was necessary for

a prophet to gaze forward through the years of trial and sorrow. To leave these

certain assurances, that these earthly splendors - that these @were whithering
=

grass.
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Fading flowers. The scattered Christians in Asia must have had their

imagination impressed by the vastness of the power, of the great empire around
————————’E_v —
them. Their religion was so cheap and this was a bold thing that Peter was

talking about the prophets, as they looked at the facts fearlessly, in other

words - they dug beneath the surface. And borowd from Me

—_—

prophets did. And talked about the weaknesses and the sad moments. And gave
—_—

expression to the passing character. Even the character of human power,

So,did Peter have in_mni ,7[Ie had in mind a Stwﬁi}l and

it reaches its climax in the text that we have chosen this morning.

of life - if we are to call out

the needed sunshine when the day is cloudy, if we are to find the required strength,
—— i

when our hearts are weak, if we are -@ purposes when everything else i .
h___.____-——"-_-u_"

if we are to be of help to others in their day of struggle, we must fix our hearts

upon this ontrast. And experience will insist upon it. There is a contrast

that is real - that is _;@ And here is a contrast between the passing and the

whithering 31755 and the enduring word.
whithering/g/x;ass, fading fywer, and it illustrates

the passing character. And this, he says, is the glory of man.

The what an expression. This challenges our attention. We feel,

do we not, that we are face to face with a great phrase. And this goes without thinking
—_—

and without saying. That here is something that is commonplace. Maybe it may be without



/ —

explanation., If we are to get into what(gégégzii_gzi;;pg here - to these Christians,

we must take this image and try to disect it (iE?e glory of many Just what is that
—_—

glory.

I. WHAT IS THE GLORY OF L

When we think about the glory of man, we think about some of the thinﬁs that
.___——-——7

nan(100ks) too..
One thing, is the great sea - the Have you ever been down to the
;___,;:::::===’"‘IIIJIIIII‘III

<:§Elantic Oce§;5and watched the angry wind and the changing agonies of the sea, When

the gloonm changes gradually in form and in color - and sweeps the Northeast by an

increasing gale. And then we see thq:%ﬁ;;;ﬁ of all of its brilliance. And we look

——

at the clouds with its unseen city. All a glow with fire. And we see the heavy

Cigggg)coming in, Just like gold, And when we study the sea, we study the sky, we

study the clouds, and the water together., We harmonize these, and we find that here
i o

is great awe, llere is something of immortality. It awakens in us, and we exclaim
A —"7 =

- this is glorious.* This is glorious. Yes, in nature, there are glories.
LR et L

d-watches the business men

owers>- fresh cut. To be shipped to all

transact business for little carloads ©
—————— _ . Soon

parts of the world. And to see the colors of the tulips - and you say,(éow glorious)

forefathers. You see the ings that the Greek had planted. And you visit the

are crumbled. You go and visit the\;;gﬁiﬁmﬁqiggééééggglzﬁYou look at

the landscape and the mountains out of the sea nearby. And you go and visit some of
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the tgfhﬁ—f the catzgg;alsﬁ_ And you go and look and see where the se?t of government

was. And all of the great art and work there. And there comes to your mind, well

here is man's genlus. And you look upon all of this, and in a moment you say, this

is glorious. (fg;ibii_glgziggé) And it has inspiring power.

'n life are also glorious as we try to find out the glory of

He comes away from the cares of

man, When a man comes in and sits by his

the day, and the frets and the worri and the perplexities. And it is like the
day, -rets anc the WOTTies

—

poet, Browning, he feels somehow that here the {dm

above all of the ordinary things of eweryday life. Vhen he has pushed his work aside

and he sighs with( gratitaderand he says,(fhis is glorioEED

In the narrow circle of life, the homely things that happen to us. The self-
4
sacrificing, self-denying, sympathy which blooms so beautiful and looks for no self
-
advertisement, Waking to true beauty and at its very heights. We say, as we bow our

heads, this is glorious. This is what glory is.

And then we think about the great power of_j:]_ to be sensitive, to
T - 7

have thought. To find harmony with-all of the parts of life. This is great power.

This is one of the hi

lifes. (?ﬁis is clorioui)

st powers that we know about. It touches on the qxgggfigs of



II1, SOME THINGS MEN

There are a lot of things that we declare are glorious. Now what are some of

the things that we glory in.

.ZScience.i In the far wide reaching activity - the thrills of life. There

is for instance this glory, in our relationship in nature. Iow marvelous it has been
—_ 7

when we think of the!‘-!en for ages enjoyed the wonderful power of the
sunshine and the sunlight. In this age, they are able by me of the m

D

to know certain things about the sun and energy.

Alsoas been conquored.@has almost been reduced to obedience.

—
We understand time, we try to obey time. And man tries to use it as a useful servant.

All of the discoveries in science, are among the glories of men. This is one thing

that man glories in.

S Second/ the glory of man is also found in thes inventionsgand the developing

E;s_.. We are not foolish if we view these as God's gifts. The beaBty of art, the

nind has only to rest for a minute, and we realize the blessing. So many inventions

today have come on the scene. And(we glory in these thinéE)

We need to find that the things that

we glory in - will oneday find an end. That these glories will not depend upon the
—

vast system of things. Which we call nature. Or guides us into a place by the

course of a thousand worlds. There is }one who \has sustamed the @eatlng of the puls@
Who fegulates the hgé rp) and thc@ll of ma;D "hose will is all powerful and that

which is good., The abundance of his everlasting love has called his intellipent creatures
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into being. And the answer is God. No gift, however beautiful, this glory transends
er 1s G 0 giit CYeY beaulliy
the final aim. Unless he, in the heart, of the creature reigns supreme. No, as life's
————— -
jw - no matter what be the benefits and blessings - that are richly offered

to us, we travel toward eternity., We find that there is no_real aim without God.

So we contend that the or ; of thes forms that we

3 man. But there is

have talked about. They m

@hat comes., %

doubted or unquestionable. Certainly we@

And death brings an to things. There is one that cannot be

Now if death be thon, if the journey of life finds its

@ in the grave, it is obvious that part of man which however trained survives,
~

why death is an awful tragedy.

It is this case that's iting about the glory of man. It is plain is it

not - @ lendid be the gifts of civi;zati‘%l, however fmit£u1 and useful the

discoveries of science, the inventions of mechanical things. Ilowever our admiration

k Gzt face)

of this modern world. Iliowever beautiful, however touching and e

llent

from our sight and sink below our horizon we come to

Ve may have had great success ourselves or been witnessed to them in others,

So abundant in possessions and opportunities., But in serious moments, and when the

hurry of life will allow us to be thoughtful, and we close our eyes to the fact - that

with all of our many blessings, and all of our discoveries, the main condition and the



journey of life, have not changed,

There is .the misteg of bodily pain, there is still the darker mystery

of moral evil, Still the disappointing h and broken hearts. And still, that

master, death.

w in a real sense, it{must) be something more
_ real _sens
than that which/ death can )touch. It must be somethingénore_) than the glory of man.

; =

Now this is a gloom Kt we had to stop here. The
pessimism., The on the scene - the wind is in the South West., The

s b
storm is raging. Th@ are rising, in f}ry. It is true. But we are mistaken,

The wind is falling, It sinks almost to silence. And again, we begin to sing, so slow

among the grasses of our feet. With the ri\si_n_g@and the storm and the
And the Much that we have about us is passive,

But as well as ththere is the The (glory of man ;‘s as
the/t/lower of the grass Yes,

Man in his utmost and glory is still/@hitheri!}g/, fading//and dying// All his glory
7 v . -

is as a flower.

Job 14:2 -@comes forth like a flower and ic cut down= lle flegth ac a chadow



And continueth not.

IITI. SOMETHING ﬁF LASTING GLORY .
liow, let us say a word as the f}arii wiitsI and the i TQE "ord of God

/

abideth forever, /The Word of the Lord -x the Word of the Lord. ;7
e e

When we speak of the/word of a maﬁ) we mean his very thought. Clothed in an

appropriate garb., Passed on from__igg‘gg_gigﬁ. When we speak the Word, of the Lord,

we mean the very thought of the living God, sent forth to reach the mind. To dwell

in the heart., To become a part of the life. It comes from the infant. It is eternal.

By it man knows God. And this is life eternal. This is a permanent possession. A

lasting heritage.

The @ of the Lord, the_moral law, (abideth forever} @ht s righ}) Anc@rong
T—— 7

a;,y:ong By an absolute decree. Though all appearancesare against it, appearances

are one thing and reality is quite another. fﬁ{gﬁﬁ in the long run must prevail.

Hickquggg)shall not go unpunished. It is ever true that to put God first, to refuse
v

to make any object other than [iim, the final object of worship. To consecrate the gift

of time of life. To respect property. To respeet the neighbor's good nage. To pay

heed to The(Ten Commandments), These abide fozsggr. These come from the very heart and
nature of God. And they can be made a part of our very being. They will not fail us.

All things pass and change.

N The (ord)of the . This faith which calls us in thel\divine

Now @c:—m call it thf/}os el of Chris{, you can call it the/éssage of

the churct;/ You can call it th;/{ruth of the New Testaments” Call it what you will,
e —

F —
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but remember that the body is an unchanging trgth. And it is in regard to God's nature.

llold the faith.

gome)who have treated the Bible, the Word of God

with'c; the Bible is unapproachable., Because it abides forever, It charms

all literature. It is the witness to the glory and the righteousness. And yet

resists all evil. Now there are those who tell us in the higher criticism of this,

that we can solve the old beliefs about the Bi_b%ﬁ. And that much of
7

\,

it is used just to illustrate history. And this makes short work of the lloly

Scriptures.

e "Y(Saﬂ'ﬁm s S e

of the prophets, they say, there are at least And th especially

the 4th Gospel, it empties of all its value as it i )an_infallible record,
——

ﬁﬂwﬁ,‘:uﬂ/u,t Yorn bn [Ploeg — ﬁ? \_:/7&-4&4 -oécm,wr/ —
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It is a hen it happened in England as well as in America, In
e

Chritianity when there were those who set forth to prove that this was @;Zthe final
v

But we may take courage. The unbelieving criticism may arrive, but the world

goes wondering after the beast. And the novelty is dismissed. And the

E‘;i;%ion becauiﬁ it has in it the 11fe and the thought of tl ing God
s rf"‘—\ e —
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The Bible is good for Qgs;rine, reproof, corzsg;ion and coniglgxion.

Another thing about this Eloa that is going to be latstinﬁI is it is bound

\__
@e Ms what the church teaches and abides in.
N

Now the church may have had i in history, because she has on the

uman sig she has had family quarrels. She has been

1indef3§)in her divine mission. She has made great/mistakes) She has had sorrowful
aEE

defeats. But she has had triumphant victorjes. Like her Lord, she has been in the

—_—

midst of suffering. But after her Good Friday, there will be hewy‘
\_147

She has been used in all phases of changing civili ion. She has been used in

all varieties, human character, human circumstances, and the 25 _beop [2f Fone

with the high born. She has made frie among twl . She has been soothing to

the/pain)of the stricken on the sick bed. And she has brought hope and consolation

to the ﬂ’fﬂéﬂ‘f And entered into tht_icﬁgf the marriage, But above all of this,

the liziﬂgﬂgg%;e, of the 1iYiﬂgegg$, has been heard in her., The myg;gzz_gf_Epe Goagel,

the songs of praise, the words of prayer, and the voice of her teaching.

Now ¢ther/kingdoms may rise and flourish, but there is a@ that thi@

xvilj_)ggfgm She has in her the presence of him., Who liveth and was dead, and is
—

alive forever more.

The word of the Lord - now we know that there is today in this world, a lot of

m But we have some blessed memories about the holy teachings and the
holy lives. That will abide forever. has something that has come down to us
-;‘__—/—_———-w /
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from a 1?XEE§_EEEh?r' From a wise father. From a dear friend. Now some people may
neglect it for a time. But we have this assurance that it does not return to God void.

It accomplishes the work that it has been given to do.

This word erfect/peaceyto the mind, It blesses us - even unto this day,

The most, I think v@ most spiritual, the most divine work ever penned - and that
= < -

was the Word, and

you wilillever re n your life, are these words, ( "In the beginnin

and the word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.'

the word was wit

iThe word of th‘ Jesus Christ abideth foreve;l The same in authority. le

has the kingly power to bring the par%gg, the strength the life, to support in death.
He is the joy of his people for eternity. le yields as he ever was. Blessed be God.

As he ever will be - the }ay, the truth, and the li/#ﬂt to all who come unto him.
- /

Even though we live in an éga that is sensational - and we find it in literature,

art, and even in religion. Now we are thankful for the great revivals that have come.

We know today there are people who are trying @, in religion, rather

than living in the power of religion.

Surely, if ever there was a time that needed it - this time does. That we should

insist upon keeping our@ upon the reality, and not be carried away by the appearance
o~ ~

and by the passing. Tremendous are being put upon people today, in various
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cults to find help. But we must withdraw ourselves from these passing scenes.

If we are going to ﬂ!!’- ay from the whitherinﬁ ﬁrass and the fadins flower,

we must keep ever before us, this(é%eat contraé}.

I believe ihﬁi‘;ﬂiﬁ I am saxing to you is right today. Ve find in our midst,

good - nor are they very bad. But on a whole

a. of Eeogle: who are nejther ve

they are trying to

‘e find a lot of people who are trying

to live the (double)standard of life. It is for us as Christians, in proportions as

we are loyal to our Lord, to help others, and to be careful ourselves., To strike a
real balance. Because there are few people today but what they are holding on to things

that are passing.

in his day, in lximwith simplicity and with

naturalness. {ggag)never allowed himself to beC:£;b some religious leaders and
—_— )

teachers have become today. Jesus was_pever wild. He was neveg_fanﬂtieg;. Or

unbalanced. lie was never ungestrained. le had at times, to deal with mu_l\%es
'!_——————..'57-

of people. Other times, he sat quietly with individuals. And he appeared to do
his work on earth by just being careful, painstaking, and he knew the old truths,

And he added freshnesg and vigor to them. And in a startling, wonderful way, he

lived. And I am sure as Jesus lived in this permanent power, which has final force
over all of the known forces of this sad world, whatever else is passing - he had

the lasting force.

And with it he could change darkness into brightness. Sorrow into jov7. Black
<+
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clouds into sunshine. ikl - /%;,éé’u*‘V)
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This word of the Lord can break the hardest heart, unlock the closed-fastened
. = v

-7
conscience. It can make the most humble life fruitful and happy. It can give life
—_—

brightness. It can take the darkness ave,

4—)@“&4% Wmﬁo/ B, LA
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It is not passing, it is not time -- it is lasting., And it is this great joy.
This word was designed before the foundation of the world. It was disclosed in

Jesus to the world., It was declared through the church. For the world.

y ebb and flow - it never changes. The Word of
L._'___.‘—-——\s.

God is good news, and it lggg;,fggggsr. And there is one way to render, to perishing
\———-W

creatures, solid and incorruptable life - that is to receive the word of God. This

preserves. it the living, lasting Word of God.

L——

' s W -
There is a story in the Christian Victory Magazine - and it tells about an

'ho was packing gems. IHe was sending to a trader in
B2l S

Each was wrapped separately with great care. Coming to the last and the
Bredt ©a

%EEEEEE§I* and outer wrapping - the soft India paper tore. It was torn from an

The first three chapters of the Gospe A @ to whom this

precious stone was sent, while unwrapping it, had his attention turned to the sacred
—— e e eer—

pages. The scripture proved infinitely more precious to him than the diamond, which
—_————

it covered. He soon discovered that it was a message from the Book of Life, He

taried at the words (iE;- loved the world that he gave hij begotten son, that
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whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish, but have everlasting lifi:>
D R e b 4 iA1re

reached that town later, expecting to_£ind no

Christians, they found a iérge group of Indian Christiaﬂ§>§athered‘about this man.
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The greifiggggié%;:> Wie may all share—in—i%.




