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"THE FIRST COMMANDMENT"

Exodus 20:3

Tthat we are to consider tonight istand out above all others in the

01d Testament. Ofler wordsiGod has spoken to manE}nd through man - but these were

spoken by Him. Hehrews 2:2, Gal. 3:19, Acts 7:53. M
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Wiﬁgt_ aks’'we are going to talk about (fhe Ten Commandments)
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Sometimes we call them ta of law. Others call them a set of Eglqg which fence

you in. And others rebell against them.

For examplgf?{w.‘-‘ﬂﬁqﬁiéﬁ hrmer Assistant U. S. Attorney, once made a speech

several years ago. An he said at that time, OWS had been passed

since man started tryving to regulate himself. And not ope has made any improvement
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upon the Biblical laws found in The Ten Commandments.

Many people/feel)- some obligation here. Others do not. o :
Jel' Men hweW a)m.gv ~fow o e tieve honeatly (N SHtamlamets , &3O

Comeone has described it ag/;

and support this woman when I marry her. And thedbrd does mnot say, wait a minute.

Do you mean that T will have to_nufse this man if he pets sick. On the contrary, they

pladly accept the obligations of marriage.

Our relatiomship to Cod ought to be on the same basis. Remerber, I am the Lord

your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

L ‘\f?deay, we think of this as God's spoken word - thed§g5§if_yg%£9,coming from
oMU " o ———— L
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It was a direct utter
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made by Goc‘ to man'under the olg qovenant And they

were divinely reported.

4
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thev are of universal o1~liga"Elon. They are universal in sg;,é’?:e. They

pro@g@it every kind of qFong;d01ng. They reach the heart as well as the outward

1ife. Matt. 5:21-22.

lay about the law. This term is used so loose There
T el -w—~ly

. ressions used to distinguish first, the£;é§#%§nﬁgé;l Rom. 7:22. Second,
p z_
thellay_qf”Ibsesz# John 7:2, Acts 13:9. Third, the!Law of ChrlstJ Gal. 6:2.

These three expressions are by no means alike. We learn to distinguish between
R st
them.
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The éaw of Gog//xpresses the mind of the ¢ cator. The God of unchan 1n_ moral

law. And this is in relationship to the old. The law was impressed upon man's moral

nature from the beginning. They had left Egypt.

2K

The [law of ﬂgsgi/qs the %gtixe_g_gt‘ of legislation. And Cod gave to Israel

during the time they were in the wilderness his law - and it was binding upon the
¥

rr

Israelites. As the law of Moses.

’5,_

The Ean”pf Chrlﬁ%/{s God's moral law in the hands of the llessial
R T e e S ey

It is the law which was in hi_

*, BN W

As redeemed sinners, we are bond slaves of Christ to serve him. He purchased us.

Should anyone object to these definitions drawn between Cod's moral law, the

law of loses.
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3 of God. Upon

locally applied. In fact, they alone were Laid tip f o( tabetnacle) was

I ‘.‘%Q_\.,and

prepared for special services at the direction of God. There was theégi_.

within the Ark were the two tables of stone. It was formed of dur e wood - over-layed

with Gold, within and without. Over it was placed the(,
of God. Wot until the tabernacle had been erected and the law placed in the Ark, did

Cod take his abode in Tsrael's midst.

Therefore, it igis__‘_hat The Ten Commandments are to be

= ) l"»; iy
from the lawwof Moses. And they were Bir
, the(Sabbath Day) Israel was to keep and to observe other Sahbb
Tor instance. Now the answer to this is theone is binding upon Centiles

and Christians. But why not put a(death}penalty to those who desecrate the Sabbath.
The answer is obvious - that is part of the Mosaic law.

ng upon ald. The law of God is for all

The Teryyndﬂgﬁ,were significant in that they were concerned of human
responsibilfty to Cod and there were obligations manward.
= 7

- the revelation of God's will.

liere before the mountain we have the( ten wor

That is the de_;la::a_tion»nf_.le.hoxahé

thee out of bondage. And his purpose is that he might build them into a royal

{. That T am Jehovah Cod, by God, which brought
-l —=

priesthood. A holy nation.

19:18 - There is a solemn promise. All that the Lord hath @romise;i}' we will do.

—

Fach law will show each person the kind of person that he is. And the kind that

he ought to be in every realm in life.




e 'on which was set Thej Temny

s. It 1s oyt of date, he said. Then his hearers laughed, he corrected
_— 1 -

v 4 -
I diﬂgf of course meg o 1€ Te%gﬁommandments themselveds There are many

7 r 4 ».5
erday.who fe%ljﬁ;hat it would be good if we could abolis;ﬁ The Ten Commandments
altogether. Which have been regarded as life denying commandments. Let's get rid
of them - they are

ut 9§fﬁa§.- They do not fit in my way of living.

r the fall. Grace hath redeemed 1 once fi

This does-w that we are free from meral lawé The Christian is free

IraL 18w
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fom the law of sin and death. Te is free from the worship of idols - the curse

- and Jesus said himself that he came to fulfill and not to destroy. Te plainly

teaches this. Matt. 5:17.

The Ten Commandments arq:iggé of Cod's making. They are eternally right.
=

They are Qgiwraay) in seope. Theyéﬁt@lﬁt) every wrong. @klu't happen
ool e : =

if society - if they were universally obeyed.

Tveryone of the commandments are Vows. Thou - it hegan, and reaches into the

heart as well as the outward life. It is not necessary to break all of them to

break the covenant. You just break one.

There is a é;::)toward God and each other. And this is right because man and his




make-up must be right before he can love and love his neighbor.

) (God) here saying - hawhms;aﬁnama} T am the Loxd; thy God. That brought
7 - ' 7 2
/
hee out of the land of Egypt. XL&::) Ve also read, in(Psalms 107:7) - Oh, that men
T, -~

would therefore praise the Lord for his goodness and declare the wonders that he

doth for his children. TFor he satisfieth the empty soul and filleth the hungry soul

. i
with poodness.

—_ ( JEx. 20:3.% Ve have Commandment number one.
il e A

. § we find Jehovah givingitonlosesythe explanation of his name.
N s T — 1y >

I am, that I am., Or that I will be. When you study it - it covers the thought, first,

mg,@o%. Second, it revels

lgh,ggh_;s_ﬁwgagsgngl, self-existinp eternal, everla

elohim. I am Jehowvah.

—

Third, the covenant is revealed w Jehovah's name speaks of his

relationship, that he has with other people. It affirms the existence of the govern-

(ebeisde- oF'20.Cod ar all,
Vn Christian n and women used to the Commandments. That seems

y
ahle today. And even people might quotd Deut. 6:4-X Hexe oh

ment of one God. (It)denies many Gods.

to not be fashio

Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is ome.

thy hearts with all thy soul, and with all thy miggt.
o g I

that they fisuthe walls¥of the communion

For this purpose provided in the churches,

was costly paimted. To show that there was fashion. And she had it painted awt.fAc”Walf-
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And The Commandments were taken dowm.

There was a

pmade by Cecil Delille Imtitled The Ten Commandments. They

spent $16fmilY¥ion dollars, four miles of

around the world were studied as background

1m, and 1200 yolumes from thirty libraries
1. The Ten Words, the testimony,
the covenant speak of Cod, as being universal and eternal. Here is the signature.

Just like a bill from congress signed by the President.

y

llow thef fipst Comman

today? We'll discover more ahbout this in this sermon.

"?alnd his mythical.,

There is always a temptation to try to evaluate as fo
4
L&gg}m somewhere East of Suez where there ain'
Pl R e = . — % —_— S -

no Ten Commgndmengi. Today there are

places that lack the emphasis on The Ten Commandments. Here is an ggggggl_ggde of
behavior for men and where it would help - even in international affairs. As well
as in the hearts of boys and girls.

7
That

iogn for any chil

| //
ILord's Prayer. Godly parents need to
.i__‘_j,__ = A e e—

he should learn The Ten/Commandments and The
be reminded of their duty. In this way, he would discover his whole duty toward God.
Change and decay all around us are.

A man may break with The Ten Commandments, but it could be more important. Ex. 20 is
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timeless. Vrites T. H. Roberts. There are few things that could be more important.
Than that we should examine this first Cormandment. There are principles that guide

us into an uncertain future.

d fteplioses) you are headed for a.gagﬁqgé,gzgﬁﬁéﬁiﬂt, where there

will be rich,land flowing with nddkrand hgneﬁ. And Moses perhaps thought the people

pwigh the successful things in the possession of things. But God said

g‘them these ten

now the way that they are going to be happy is to learn aij/f%¢
rules for living. And I promise you that it will bless them. |
W.___—-———Sq
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rules, they will be puniwhsd And these rules will never.go.out ol
8 o

--;%9' They will never be changed And so on the basis of this, Cod

said to Meses, I am going to give you these ten rules.

And what is your Cod in this age of expgemg_materialism? Does

6d?% Ve can't believe that. Oh, you may not call him a

Cod. You may not know his name. Dut you have a (od — whatever the heart clings too
A L=——a — y 2

. that is your God. And the First Commandment says, thou shalt have no other Cods

)

before me.

gif - your own loyalty in life. To see
' , 7
This Commandment says there is a God.

Without

ibrahamyin his story unconditionally ¢ mitted himself to the

hesitation and he was known as a friend of Cod. God controls the universe and

conmunicated with gim. And God had spoken to him. At(iSi
o= s Oy

d@r@ifieﬁ.ﬁfﬁggnn od thatfﬂiought yoﬁ ogﬁdgg,ﬁgxpi In the book of Gepesis,
S .

God is the creator. In the book of Ixodus, he is the God who delivers. The 01d
Testament is the record of Cod at work. GCod is standing beside men. And he is a

Cod with the name - I am the Lord, thy God.




OTHER GODS EXIST :

From this Commandment, we discover, that there must have been the knowledge

/
and of course, God has all knowledge. There were a lot,of other Gods. This is

what it meant. Other Gods do exist.

@ behold the tabernacle of Gog igs with men. He shall dwell with them

- they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with and be their God.

Mostuof us start out by hwe might argue about this point.

But you should have at least one God. Most people have an o]
- ——— -

most)people haven'timade up their _;ngi,s/jugn dhyt!

believe in God Almighty on S_% angd }Qﬂ_}?c}_g_q;{ __g_hey do service to the rival Cods.

Some men continue to live for their bottle. Some live for lust. Others live for
: E — 7 —t=

the almighty dollar.
v

— which he called Billy,

A British scientis the lizard.

%m’ed -

take good care of him. On r_zitij‘:lmJ/:’_gg; Bil Ly-wagfgon
explanation - my Lord, it was this way said the butler. Some of the vill_ae PEop:

iy

i and he turned as red as

came and wanted to see Billy. I put him on some /e

(’E\anta Claué,.-"; Put him on some gFéendtloth and he turned as green as,_(&relanﬁd)" Some
F ‘-—"—" /’«ll‘ ’}:3 5 , —

silly fool put him on a patehworky fluilt and Billy just busted/
e / T —;

=+
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Inchuman nature)we go to pieces where we try to WWS. Too many

That we think is going to deliver us. But

s § - —_:'é’
this is somewhat human with people. Fvery man has his God in his heart. It is impossible

for a man to live without some object of worship.
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ch frith Cod, he puts his wholg interest of worship

6d and some other place. TIven heathen Cods are mentioned in the Bible

=] 'e sacrifice by fires babies/were giving. asm sac;i_i_:'ices of

—_—

by power and xiggg‘lth. And this broke the first Commandment. Other CGods

1) the S¥¥ian, was cured of lepresy. Ue wanted to serve the God of Israel
— —_— T
forever. le wanted twolmules burden of earth. And Elisah did not reply that man

could worship God anywhere. But he was Lord of all the ends of the earth. What he

said was, go in peace. Now the First Commandment does@degy the existence of
- v

other Gods. It‘ them not to be worshipped.

In the book of¢Te@iah4%:20) am not I the Lord. There is no God beside me.
- — = - r———7

cryew Atheism of course is

a flat statement that there is me-G d. But Idolatry is jusk the opposite. It is

the setting up of some unworthy Cod. An idol cannot do God any real harm.

everything came into existence by itself, no plan, no fashiox. Un@i._x;ggl:ed, ungﬂ@.

——

C,'ﬁ__ﬂﬂﬁ%‘?against the snow hank. e (hrown/ bear blends in with the forest.
fabbit Yhay rest in the grass in the weeds and blend in. And all of this
may have been an accident. With an ordinary bunch of leaves, a rabbit may hide. So

themay say, things just happen. And man can go on with his disbelief. There

is a little shell of oil that is hidden in our inner ear that makes it possible for us

to stand erect and steady. We may have our creeds against God, but the atheist must
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face the world that is filled wifh law. And the law that governs the sun and t

atom. He may insult God, bq, unreasonahble, and there may be temples full of Gods,

and ete, & o

_important to pick the right God. lé: :g is your God.

But I'11 tell you that (itdis
m)mhg he is, I'll tell Jgj in advance hgw you are likely to acts

How you will pw. Vhether your life will be good or bad. If you will tell

me who your God is.

The Fiisu‘:/(b@@ﬂ_dment is the beginning of hope. And of course atheism is the

beginning of despair. The fact that God exists in the beginning. TIs our llg_gl_a_g_ hope.

, harbegins-at-no beginningrand he

works -_to no .gnclé

you somevhat surprised? Thowshaltobel
Q L ¢ HTpTSe O L1

e do a baby to hun/ger or to wst. Nature does that. We must teach a
— —

b

ody A law against atheism.
WV

child to satisfy their hunger and their thirst.

Man within hiq. believes and worships -(no)where does the Bible attempt to

prove the existence of Q‘gd. Man is created incomplete and cannot rest or be satisfied,

until that deep hunger is satisfied.

lies in that a man can pervert his worship. Turn to a false Cod.

ineysaid my soulwas restles§ until it finds that it can rest in thee, o God.
= Vv
NeyfalsesGods'can satisfy the longing of the soul. So the first of God's rules helps

us in this.

told ahout

cksburg, Misshy vhere there was a dey-chanmel. o
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explained that oneerthe Misgissippi Niver flowed therey but now it has been changed
(2ot

So with the Q;:;gh_'_j:,-.; of Gody Man is incomplete without an

into "@nothér channel) vhich has been & gy The flow of the piwver icould be dtopped

but it could hg{%iverte,;

object of worship. And man cafi téen from one true God and make himself other Gods.

There have been people who worship the sun, the(%@@;é} the mquptaﬁyl épﬁ} the(;ivg%)

primitive people. FEven enlightened people in America, worship other Gods.

There isfonly one God,f and the/o_;zen_ess-_q_f ur God is what (e
And Abraham expressed this when he was called out of his country. The one true God
=

- an individual God calls for individual and undivided worship. And by an undivided

heart.

It emphasizes the étw)_oﬁ_ﬂod. That it should be worshipped by all means.

And @ Gods are helpless things — they cannot see, they cannot hear, they cannot
A4

accomplish anything.

s revealed by the objects of worship. People worship

wealth, fame leas ower, and knowledge. While t of us do not have a:n
.ja.- > Wy PG?,LB;E» E_%_; i3 143 mos u

of really being rich, but we are never satisfied with what we possess. And most of

us @ expect to bhe fams, and yet the little child will say, see how high I can

jump. See how fast I can run. And we have a desire to be noticed. People wreck

their lives, destroy their happiness, just to recéive some attention. To think today

there is spent on( cosemetics) than we spend on the entire work of the kirt'gdom

of God each vear. It isn't wrong to want to look our best, all men want to be happy.
—

But they make a mistake about pleasure and the way to get happiness. In fact, the

whole routine of life is a pleasure. But it is like(dope)- they increase the doseage
v
to get more excitement. And thrills, sensation, and eventually we have it as a real

passion of our lives.

@wg - neither is knowledge. But we may think about the worship of
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God and the obeying of his will, then we discover - that what he emphasizes is
the supremacy of God. He recognizes that he is the God of all the world. And all
other false Cods are helpless things. They cannot see, or hear, or accomplish

anything.

security for life. !There is no moral order to which he can appeal. Yo pattern

that will come - such as the You ecannot put your

God in a shop window.

And they have no

ribe centered Palestine from the wilderness

and there were hills )and new agricultumal lands. And they felt that th

ir worship

£ jon

hﬁfﬁésf ofj-rain; of'ﬁzggi was desired. So there was a conflict with Baal. They

wanted a good harvest. So it led to immorality.

(Eééggjﬁentions this disobedience - theg-didn't know that God gave corn, oil,

wine, silver and gold. And in Chapter 2:8-9.
e

e
 morals,

Third, (gther) Cods'l acked fufe S .

The belief in God is a belief in holiness.
L-—'—'-—

As found in Isaiah. Vhen Gods are thought to exist in competition and competitiveness

- in when a man believes in many Gods - some of them almost of a necessity are

associated with the Dewvil.

What h 1 - d ; - beware. e are no_m s. People
’hat happens when ef yin Go d?ﬁ?,? be %ff Ther ___g§§l P

feel insecure. They do not know what or whom to trust. They feel they have been

let down.

And yet there are others who turn to charms, mascots, and the old Gods.
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But these are not responsible for any kind of code. They have no ultimate

loyalty.

The commandment says(géere shall be @n other God:) There is no other person

or individual, no other object. This is a rule to live by.

}Qi;%égﬁ%éif e Whe &b b I~ Sl he Joand -
2 -
3, Rglllions, #, Puiny M forrendiny Yo Boe 3K -
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III. GOD MUST BE A REALITY

f(% am the Lord, thy Cod, thou shalt have no other Gods before me. lere is a

hallenge to all people. But it says that @g;’;gzﬁzbis_in Cod's hQ%i‘and there is

one thing - not another. It is not by human development. By his guidance and his

direction that we are to look too.

M@, pover, and pleasure - you must - the,God, that is big

enough , true enough , to satisfy your own self. You cannot drink at a broken

cistern that holds no water.

_‘ﬂgﬁlfhfold his people in higfarewell address; over beyond the river he says,

o

{is a land.

And you are going to live/among those people. But they have their

/ heathen Gods vou(mustchose today) wlion you will serve. But as for mey and my house,
i . . =

we will se

He would ring the operator about @@em)each day. As if he would turn the handle off,

-

v// in . C. ® with a handle tolerapgk. Te wanted the operator.
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z
and demand to know what time it was¢" That went on for sometime until the gperator .

down at the ff""

askedsr who it was? The caller replied, I am the m:
a3 R e ¥ A

the Wﬁ%ﬁfle;-eaah day at'noén. That's fine,said the operator, T set my watchyeach
—_— —_— — —

day atmoomyby your whistlew

——

Now this is what(€

(o)

It is little wonder them, in the days of the judges, that people did evil and lawlessness

A
every man did that vhich wasyzi

ested dh - in the sacred hlstogy in the (daysjwi
1t in his own exs%/

there was king —Ir

in the sight of God.

Let's say you are visiting the In all probability you are confronted

King. Oglet. <§::;;I§ET“‘Silence. Now of course,

i

with a large sign. lo loud tal

you are impressed by that. And you are thoughtful. In your consideration of the

sick., Someday you may be lying in a bed in the hospital. And the loud noises would
—— / Sm———

nggurb. So for consideration, vyou would keep it low. Here is another sign in the

don't feed the animals. Mow the sign doesn't seem to be necessary about adding

anything else - about proper feeding affairs, etc. By giving the animals cold
hamburgers and stale,sandﬁizﬁes; Don't feed the animals - that is all the information
Sead -y —————— —_— —

that is necessary.

have a way of giving clear(*;harp commands,) They say don't tease the cat.,
el B e . —.

Don't slap your brother. Don't be selfish with your toys.
-c‘——_r

People are like that. And God came and he said something to these people.

f /t

There 1is an (ol ™, I‘ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord. Somebody

wrote a few things about that. I'Il say wiiat vou want me to say, dear Lord.. Butw

jdan”t;ash'me to sing in the choir. TIlVsaysliat yowwantyme to say, dear Lord.
i P
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D458 to see things come to pass. BuElden'El ask me to teach a cl%srs, dear Lord.
-

Justptonstay vhere T am. TIINde'wHat you want me to do, dear Lord. Téyearnd for

your kingdom to thrive. It ldeive you my nickles and_dimes, dear Lord, but

don't ask me to tithe. [Eildmgogwhere you }gant me to go, dear Lord, but I am busy

right now. EM1"Help you sore other day 3&

our 1 WM To begin where we live.

we shall % £, wear, or d_;ﬂg declared

this first Commandment the greatest. Matt. 22:36-37. He also said something about
| = ==

it in Matt. 4:10. And he declared there is only one God. Mark 12:22. Ie prohibits

the worship of any other God. We are to turn our affections to him.

£} is your God today .ZMHS your life devoted,P
—-— ——

, There was brought under deep
~

conviction of s¥ in the same se: indian/was imme

in pardon and mercy. The é‘;;éman was a long time in distress and almost despair.

Dut he was at last brought under the conviction of sin and forgiveness.

l%:l to rejoice

Later this ;ed brother was asked, how_was 1t that I was under so long a conviction

) he purposed to givesmesainewieoatsy Now you looked at the Cﬁat you have

and say, I dg:_l__!:_’_kgot-r —w&g@%lﬂﬂw good. Tt will devanligele vhile lon/ er.
«

bl and I

lle then offer:
7 o

dm éﬁhﬂnﬂwc} I took and looked at the ld,

say this good for nothing and accept the beautiful garment. Just so, brother, he

said - you tried to keep your own righteousness, but IwaspoorsIndian, had none. 5So I

S
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Wai/ glad at once to receives the righteousness of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

* In England@ when they captired  Havoloek” hnd established a prayer.meetipg i
a famous@athen templ@ the room was full of idels and images. In the lap of
each of these dumb-Cods, he placed &@*lamp? to ¢Ivelligh¥. And that is what we

need to do. And take all of these o0ld human Gods that we have and@
iman Lods

and give glory to Cod.

/
peaple _lt.m they were going to ialtiny

CEVINERYin I Kings 18:21 sekedihis

. betweensGodgand Baaly How long will you linger, he said.
— [ —
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