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THE COMMITTED

Romans 10:14-15

Today we have an unusual experience of unveiling a plaque, in recognition,
and in honor of those who have served as ministers of the Cospel in this church

for over Y& years of history.

of them that preach the Cospel of peace and bring

glad tidings of good things.

fegt, my Christian

friend. Most people would. They go to shoe shops and try to get their feet and
2D gek. et

shoes.much _too small for them all because they deg}xe beautiful feet. But Qery

is a way to have beautiful feet in God's sight. Preach the Cospel of peace and

bring glad tidings of pood things.

\ tajlorfvho was rather proud of his

Preaching is a(great call)

Al Jevrd.s
her's wife ] : shand visit his sl
stzl/es urged the pre,a_chgx;_s ,gifa to have her preacher hushand wvisit h 10D

and look over his goods. She said, she would tell him hut she feared he might be

to come xrightpayay. ﬁgsy? The Jewish tailor said, 1ifeing his hands to

his eye brows. I tbought he was occupied gnlg<?wg hours)din the weeks
_";,_,‘,._3.»‘- i e = : —

And that is a very popular-conception.of what a preacher has to do. And

many times we mies the point. Tt is a great call. Thediffex cal business
and,atcal;;ngg is that a hua%gggg‘is one in which you try to earn a living. And

a calling is one in which you try to liygﬂa life. Tn husiness the effort is to

try and see how much money you can make. In a calling, the effort is to see how
much good you can do. Tn a lms.%nggf sy one is try to see how much he can get out of

the world. In a.calddngy be is trying to sce how much he can put into the world.
= M

_he is thinking profits and dividends. Tn aealling, he is thinking

of service. In a businessgrhe is building his house on sand. And when the storm



breaks, it falls. But in a calddmpy he is building on the rock and he can face all
storms uwnafraid. In hug&g@ﬁg@ one leaves all that he has behind him when he dies.
In a calldng, he takes everything with him, and is rich forever.

0f course, ome may make his business his call

ing. Ve may se%ﬁ/&oods,

manufﬁpture, write iﬁiyrance, and transform all of these rawsproducts for the
glory of Cod. Wis business then becomes a calling. Then the effort is not to see

how much money he can make, but to see how much good - how much service he can

render. And this 1lifts business to a high level.

Preachers are(not/the ws. He calls ba%%prs, léﬁYE”gﬁ
dg%ggrs, scho?; g;achexs ~ and he wants them to be dedicated. And committed to

the task.

The preacher recognizes in gratitude to GGod that his life is given to tell

the message. The remedy for sin.

And with the preacher, NDrsnTruitt.said, that of his

?,‘kﬁ?n the Doctor safd that he had but a fewgmoments to live - the old
o =

man asked to be propped.up

_in.bed,. called in the nedghbers; and died talking with
_ "

them about the Cospel.

Now many of these, some of these(namasygljjgéLlﬂigu%;are men who have died

talking about the Gospel. Ong of the pastors on this plaque was shot while he was

standing in the front yard or the frﬁéﬁ porch of the parsohagg after going to

-

- ;
another charge - another ghgrcﬁj from this place. Simply because he preached

the gospel.

G N\ g T eiasasfilnaadiant ;5;Beﬁh Parker|was a mighty
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preacher of the Cospel.

the morning. FHe went to hear Sp ght. Someone asked him what

was the diﬁfgzgnce. In the morning, he said, there was grand preaching. Marvelous

pulpit ogxatery. In the evening he said, Spurgeon said what a wonderful Saviour is

Jesus after listening to his sermon.

Aaé%ﬂn-mmf;mini:-'rsﬂone day met and they said, we're going to have to do

something forfﬂéﬂe 4's chureli. Things.are ga%ng bad. The young pastor ignores the

profession of faith. The people are not petting our doctrines. (ﬁg;;}axa_they

petting - someone asked. MWe is giving them nothing but the plain simple Gospel.
o 7
Replied (g of the anxio rothers. Plain simple Gogpel - can you heat it. Te

was asked, Why the plain Cospel is met bad - it is narrow - you reduce it down

God sonloved the world that he gave his only

and what you have is Johm 3&

hegotten son, that whosoever helieveth in him, might not perish but have everlasting

life.

Ther for all is the Gospel. The one hope for the world is
in Christ, Whosoever helieveth on him shall not be ashamed. And this is the
et E

thing that Paul always pointed the hearers that he had to Christ. The primary
work of the church is to point people to him who saves. The work of every
Christian is to point people to the lamb of God. This is the way, walk ye in it.

Prgacherﬁwﬁp&nétﬁheiI'liVEB‘ﬁ 1I)épt‘pgggiﬁ to he con

of an old preacher who had devoted

*rmszaid he attended the funexs

his lifetime to a neighborhood and they had paid him a starvatdepecalary and

then were cxi#ical of everything he gaid or did. Ve said, he sat there through
that service and at the close, they had the people.come by. And some of them were

01 l

sobbing like their hearts.were hroken. Tle said here were pe

vho failed to stand

by him and suppert-him in his ministry, during his lifetime. And now they were

sp, They vere like licodemus.

sheddifigntears, but they were mainly te
,

ars of rem




ind Joseph - who were outstanding men but failed to stand up for Christ during
PSS

his 1ife and they came in tears after his death. They were the Lord's pallbearers.

mywho was a mighty man of G_m_i_, in a large church -

that people came fadrly well Sun But he said, Sundayrevenings, the

empty pew

%)in the sanctuary looked like a /second=hand furniture sﬁqré}? There were

S0 mény empty pews that they could have digcharpedfa. e-b y;gl-shqt1£?right

from the pulpit through the congregation and not hit a person - for they'were

who said about her

crowd made you think of an(‘o;g‘ mad:

coing to church on Sunday night. When

gsomeone asked her why - she offered this explamation. Well, you see, our pastor

is a Qidg@gggand I'm‘pnmgx=w. » And on Suqday nights the crowd is so small, when

he says ''dearlysheloved” - L always blush.
—_— == R L —"

Well, we come back to the Sunday night crowds, (ﬁgzg)has”happﬂned”to;tbﬂg

gzggd,— in that church the chairman of the board, the pregident of the Woman's

Missionary Union, 75%iof the deacons and other leaders of the church were absent.

They were having hig din “{egrin their homes. They were out to the Country

W—— and yet here was a manlof Cod Jeft

church to held a fort.

down at that

Now I helieve here in this chureh has been a little bit

different with the D€acons. e have had sggg_gggz_ﬁlggﬁmgp who have supported

us and who prayed, worked and labored. T think about them a little different
o n=E

rythat T -heard. Ile was death1- s-'

—

dinothe hospitaloand following

——
the regu}anam&!ﬁﬂngfof the.deacons, they sent him this message —-— your Deacons

have votedyto pray for your reeovery by a vote of 28 to 5.
- — =

-

And one day the fanitorshrought him a sliprof-paper«from the Sunday order of

e i

e

T was told about who had something of the same difficulty.



service, written these words —-—

| T never see my pastor's eyes
" Though they with light may shine
For when he prays he closes his

Agé__v&en he preaches, mine.
e o ol M

T remember reading the story Wastherry tells ahougé%r. Martin Jwho

was a political prisoner during Hitler g war: And he asked the preacher why
g pp———————

didn't Hitler k; vou. The preacher's wife answered - T1'11 tell you why. Hitler

Keara Al e

was af;géﬂ;g;;mg;hushand - he had an uneasy.feeling

an atheist in thercell with this preacher to try to argue him

about Martin. The story is

told that they

dowvn: and convince him that he ought to become an atheist. It was mnot long before

the atheist asked for a Bible.

wonderful a committment. Wow beautiful is such a witness.
__—-—_"_'7

The immorta _""13&9’1:‘&‘

was awgkened one night by a_wyoman from the sons of

Tondon who had asked him to visit his dying son. Gladstone pot up, put on his

~——

clothes, and made his way to the aE&iggggairs, and sat down by the little fellow.
Tle planted,a“kiés on his brow, pave him a gift, and told h1m about Jesus. The
nqg;ﬂgg§.as he went.to Parliaments he said to him, Mr. Gladstone, we“hgngﬂxggﬁgggg_

a great.-message for Parliament today. Mr. Cladstone is reported to have said,
N s

T do neot know whether I have a great message for Parliament, or not, one thing

T know, there is not a happier man in all of England.

Egg/ﬁﬁbpieﬂt, most radiant, most attr%ggigg_ggpple in this world are those

who are commited to witness for Jesus Mhrist. What a difference it makes. Ve

do not need really more teacﬁg;s today. Or more preachers. Or better preachers.
.

-~
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Because we have had preaching for a long time. Vhat we need is more of the
real religion of Jesus Christ. We need those that are in the pews Sunday after

Sunday to go out and live a life that is worthy of Xsus Christ.

It was said ofwwe should be a bit of Christ. Vemarewdailyss

—_— .

I"what you write/whether false or true.

7

Say, what is the Gospel, according to vou. -

So here is the committment that a person needs to have to be an active

witness of Jesus Christ.

vho was distrEessed vhen he heard his

sfather say that a fiwewbroke

And the board of trustees had set out with a drive to

This little freclgledsface, redubaieslioy decided to help. Fe went to the
basement, found him a shalllew=E¥as, put asst¥ap on it for a loop, and he went
dovntown to a whodessleshouse and talked them into selling him some @6@pmfor 4¢

a bar. He filled the tray and started down .the street. And he said to a dignified

1’
elderly lady, wouldmye:

{S .because we are

And you'd hbe

¥ o
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for my Dad's icoddese.

going to

said, T.hegeyourspandon. That did you say. So he

7 a bar of soap.

you E%But it is VEYYM And you'd be helping out

rs, for my Dad's

Not that I think

college. And the weman said, iw_g_]_._gt_pjmiz@aay But the boy answered,

—

2

tment when he exclaimed I can do

all things throug__ h Christ who strengthens me. Somebody is helping us.

T —— o

It is difficult to describe_ommitt_ment to Jesus Christ. Tt is easier

weakened and she could not recall even a single verse. So she repeated over and

2/

Her condition
grew worse and the gates of Heaven wider and wider. She could not repeat the

verse - she could only say, M And when she came to the last moments

of her life and her eyes were closed, in a faint whisper she was heard to say -

ought to bear.

o — to bear the witnefs that we

(Ve have a committment to this all sufficient méssage - to this town, to this

city - to this state, our convention, this nation, and the world.

y says,

or close it for others. @u—‘: is the light of the world. You are the bearer of



that light to the ends of the earth. you are the fruitbearing
M

branch that draws life from the vine. you are the

%Tead.  To break it and to feed it to

are the truthbearer. , you are to brush aside
the clouds and unveil his beauty. So that men may see it. You are an indispensible

part of the great plan and program of Cod.

When you see that, you have to know the

@ - to see that 1@1 on that boat, goiws to a dark continent.
To tell people about Jesus Christ. And as you look at that ligglegman,. his tipye

By~ vou'll see him standing in a Doctomdsuy

Now that was committment. He wanted to go toAfimkeas And there in“Africas

And I imagine @&search vour heart today,

st n T BN b b

is his graves Melvidleyss

you'd like to have that kind of committment. You'd have to take your hat off.
L1 a

And you'd say Dear Cod, give us all a committment like that.

Ryent back to Wand addressed the uiEiwersity. The students had

ackened by the African sun - they

that sustained me/in my 1@, that gavespesstrengt when I could netshear...

the gfeedgthat was offered to me, that was my help among those whom I could



T

not speak, and gave me endurance for all the thhat heset me -

it was the @_J_eggs_to his church - go_and lo.
e R———

Cm Qp_assed an[ OH mag)standing looking at a pM ‘Ihe :;ight

caught his eye. The you___gm__m.ed and looked at the painting of Jesus, he

- that @Wl. It certainly is, the old man replied.

sir, the young man said.

i

The yowan turned and Ef_t. The oldgman went away. But on the way, the young

man decided he would ? He came back and stood at the foot of the pairnting,

1W° the Giapol-the.gan of Galllee a“d@: P i

There is something that

we can do for him.



