THE CHURCH AT GALATIA

Gal, 2:=2

INTRODUCTION:

The message to the Galatians begins with - "And all the brethren which

are with me un e_churches of Galatia 1 Aﬁa/ Aip
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Now to the church at Philippi and to the church at Jerusalem, we had
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a definite church to which the message was sent. We disgovered last week
!

some of the wonderful characteristics in the developatent of the church.
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When we consider the churches of Galatia, we have a of dispute
e e i

as to whether the churches of Galatia were in political or geographical
- v

Galatia as some argue.

SiE.EE;_EEE%gY argues from the objective Galatian - Acts 16:6 )~ for the
;} ﬁ;;;;—;;;;ggzé embracing Galatia proper and part of Pisidia and Lycaonia.
L s
This territory was made a Roman province by Augustus in B. C. 25.

It extended across Asia Minor.

Now[;EZSir Wm. Ramsey is coErect in his position, then the churches of

GCalatia were Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch. These were
‘,_/—-\__,__._n—-—-—-——y c-—"? ,___________——-7

evangelized or established during the first mission of Paul. And they were

revisited on his second and third missionary journey.

There is apo } that is maintained by Lightfoot which holds to

a smaller track of c6 y — about 200 miles in length, in the central district
ey
of Asia Minor. The gauls came as invaders from France. And they occupied
7
this section and parcel of land, which was spoken of by Caesar. The churches
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according to this theory were three in number in the central city. Ancyra

———— ——

and Pessinus, and Tavium.

Now whichever theory of the territory ome accepts - it is inescapable

that they were the churches of &a]ﬁia. And (not) the church of Galatia.

Now we have said that the New Testament knows nothing of a provincial

or territorial church.

The only reference in the New Testament to a territorial church is in

fets 9:31 and there is r the text should read

chuxgh or churches. If church be the correct text, then it is reasonable
to suppose it means the local church of Jerusalem whose members had been

scattered abroad by persecution, which killed Stephen. Acts 8:3.

We read later of the churches of God which are in Judea. I Thess., 2:14.

And I was unknown by face to the churches of Judea. Gal., 1:22.

So we conclude the ta;at_s Calatia. And of course the meaning of

Galatia, like the date, is debatable. Probably it means the Roman provingg

of Galatia, that contained these churches in the cities where they were

located.

By way of introduction we find an interesting note about theéi%%é}I)

The inhabitants of this ggsEEEEhEiggggg_gg_gggggig were a Celtic race who
lived originally in what is now northern and central France. Their physical
= R e

features resembled the Germans. MMen of 1a£g§_§53§;fe, fair skin, blue eyes.
— 7 i _ Rl




They were restless and impulsive.
'g-—"'—_—‘—!

—————

There are those who believe that they were the same people who settled

Wales and Ireland.

ys in his history, that he believes that an Irishmen is a

Galatian. Fickle, etc. Because we have in this i;EE;B>t0 deal with a class

of people unlike any other people that the Gospel has yet reached. The letter

shows when Paul first preached to them how impressionable they were. Quick

and deep emotioned. It was easy he sald to get a foothold among them. And it

was also easy to lose it.

Now the uncertain temper of the Irish, as spoken of by JNr. Lloyd George

cited their record in the Worldlﬂéz,iniié;;;L He Saidcggg%;_lrish representative

in parliament apgfgggg_ghgjgar. And there were qu}ish and ch;jsh representatives

who disapproved - but no such Irish representatives. In e said they were

shooting down British soldiers not yet recovered from the wounds of the war.
In(1917-18)they were conspiring with Germany.

In y declared Ireland to be an independent republic.

Somebody: has suggested at that point, it would have cery;meul

if there would have been a Paul there ready to write a letter to the Irish.

Surely one who studies this message to the church in Galatia must bear in mind

their temperment if he was to understand the Galatian Churches.

So much for the people. Now let us look at Paul. The place is Galatia

and the people were very tempermental. And now the(missionaryiand preacher, Paul,
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was one who aided in the establishment of this work.

Acts 16:6.

Acts 18:23.
.

Now in these verses Paul lets us know that he was the founder and that it

7
cqmg.abnuthas_a_;ggult of a_QhYsiSfl infirmity. This caused Paul to preach imn

the Galatian country. In those days, Paul had a bodily infirmity. And these
words were written from Corinth on the third journey, about 58 A. D. Though

Paul was divinely chosen and inspired - the apostle to the Gentiles - he was .

Neither were his companions he left Trophimus at Miletus sick.
_—.————7
Ephaphroditus was sick unto death at Rome .

Jesus was never sick. He himself took our sickness. He bore our sins
e — ] = T e—— '____._-—'—7 -—-—-'—_——Wj

without becoming himself a sinner. Ie bore our diseases without becoming

diseased. But he was exceptional and unique. (Christian Scieuceldeg;gs

sickness saying that it is unChristian and unscientific. But denying the
— S s,

facts does not change the facts.

@ healed the sick by his power. never denied the reality of
J-‘7 —

sickness. The mind has power over the body. Eaitll is a mighty force. Some

physical ills are imaginary. Disease, sin, and death are terrible and ever
— — T —

present facts. Christian Science contradicts Jesus and Paul. It contradicts

human experience. And it really results in tragedy.




In/Chicago™a large gentlemen arose and inquired - are there any Christian

ScigngigEE‘E?re. A small shallow faced woman who sat on the second seat from
' 7

the front, thinking her faith was being challenged - arose and said, I have the

~— b

honor sir of Leing a Christian Scientists. Vell, said the man, please exchange

seats with me - Qiﬁlsitting in a draft and don't want to take cplf;>
—— e s o el _— L

—_—

I read once the étory Ef Mark Twain about a Christian Scientists in Switzer-

land. And Mark imagined himself climbing the Alps - he fell and rolled to the

~

foot of the mountain. The flesh was lacerated and an arm was broken in two

places. They brought him to a hgtel where a surgeon set the arm. A Christian
Science Healer came and spoke all of his theories. Mr. Clements, you are not
lurt at all. There is np such thing as_pain, I am amazed that such an intelligent

man as you should be under such a delusion. !adam, said Mark, I am in agony.

My arm is brokem in two places. And suffering as I , You wou 2% ria.
Day by day the Healer came by - but Mark kept his decision. In due time he was

ready to leave the hotel. The llealer sent him a 1111 for her professional services.
—_— Pl
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Where upon said Hark,(gpaid her with an imaginary chec%;)
- i

Now God, who makes all things work together for good to those who love him.

And he used ngiiijggovidential afflictio?Bto plant churches in Galatia, You
will remember the apostle wished to preach inlﬁﬁia_and Bithynia. But the Holy

Spirit forbade him and shut him up by illness to Galatia.

NOWC;;;;;;;;;cannot choose theirifield of labor. The Holy Spirit who

inaugurated the missionary enterprise at Antioch and makes men overseers of the

flock, directs Paul in a path which he did not choose. And by means which he

himself could not control.

There may be some reference here in Ga- in that Paul's
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thorne of the flesh was an infection of the eyes. UHad it been possible you
1LEeCTiC

) B : il
wou}d have torn out your own eyes and given them to me. Ille never fully recovered

from the effects from that light that shown upon him on the Damascus Road. And

thrice he prayed for the removal of that infirmity.

had;%ﬁﬁ%&. A deluted sister once asked him, why don't .
e

you pray God to give you another good eye. He detected that the sister had

false teeth. Quickly he reported, why don't you pky God to give you another

set of teeth. And when he_does that, I may follow your advice.
- = = = o e

Paul and Henson were supplied<§gggg to bear their infirmities. It was

some kind of physical ailment and it was diggzggﬁigg_gg_ﬁaul —~ and it could

have well affected his sight. And it seems to have been more than a temporary

affliction that clung to himfor several years. But it seemed to have been

of a benefit and design to assist Paul rather than to hinder him.

I think sometimes modern churches put too much emphasis on the minister's
appearance. There are some who today would put all the emphasis on minister's
Sffig. Or on physical things. An enthusiastic church member remarked concerning

his handsome pastor, that it was worth his salary to see him walk down the street.
e S Wol T SOME § BEY
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Now of stature - sore eyes, ungamely form. In fact, he could not

bE’Sg;led_to the fashionable modern church today.

@das known as the ugliest man in Athens. was the most

humble of the Apostles. But considering the inner: man and estimating the

preacher's worth was by what he carried in his head and heart. Rather than
v 7 =

what he had in the way of hair on his head or clothes on his body.



in the New Testament, Paul_gives an account of his conversion.
: 228

Ei;sff by Luke in Acts 9. Sgspnﬂ: by Paul from the stairs ipn Jerusalem - Acts 22.
Tg%gﬁi in a speech by Paul in Acts 26. gg;;hglof his apostleship to the

Gaiggiggg. lle includes in this some history not otherwise recorded. He says
. 2

hiS—GQ3Pﬁl~QﬁEELDX_QiEEEE_EEXElEE%;E from Jesus Christ. That it was founded

upon the personal appearance lehim from Jesus. He declares that he did not

receive it from any other apostle.

I read this week ggjééggggglof Dr. E. F. Hallock, who was for 46 years
— P e TR

pastor of the First Baptist Church in Norman, Okla. When he preached the

trial sermon there, he was 35 years of age.s And of course, he preached until
he was beyond 80 vears of age. But the most remarkable thing about the histery
of his ministry was this —- that it came out in a discussion in the _business
meeting - in fact the man who made the motion said this. (iyig_pgggnhex_i@Lé

- L .
the homeliest man I have ever seen in my life and he can't preach a llck:) But

I am going to make a motion that we call him anyway. And they did. And of
course, he proved by his knowledge of the Scripture and the Word, by his

Christian manner of life to be God's man in their midst.

Now Paul was a in making opportunities. While he was a prisoner in

Rome he preached the Gospel until it reached with convicting power those of

Caesar's household. Phil. 1:13.

(ﬁﬁéﬁigzio travel from GalqE%p, he was useful and won hundreds to the truth

by his fervent appeal. lis message sounded the note of the final and carried

conviction.

Now this is something that we should settle when we think abo— that

he accepted the authority of the Go%ggl. And he did not look upon with patience
S

the fads, the {325;95* and new theology that passed by his way.

I spoke with a the other day who was quite distressed about her own

migistﬁffﬂ She said, it -iﬁEEEEﬁ—E?- He is a very goed man but he always goes

to all these new things that come rough. And he wants to go and find out about
\—-———""__“‘-'_7’

them. And thinking that they have something that he has missed. To every new
ELbel Spane

thing that comes along - he wants toggo and take part in it. Any kind of new

experience. Now this was ju i/gl. And Paul preached among
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The marvel here in reference to the (@ Galatia is that in 3

short years the foolish Galatians were led astray. Ye did run well, who

hath hindered you. Now many take this as a doctrine of falling

from grace. But Paul uses here the expression to describe those who have

(EE;;ESEHE;ZEQAgs a system of salvation and_adopted works who ceased to rely
it =~ e — —_— Y

on the gracious favor of God and sought to conform their lives teo the requirements
g

of the law. The igEEijEEijﬁEggkudxu;Junzhnl_ﬁng_gip. Whosoever of you are

justified by law, ye are falling then from grace. This is inevi€able - i

salvation is by works by whole or in part. (i})what a man does saves, he‘EEEE

keep on doing to keep saved.

There are . plans of being saved. The possible way by and the

impessible way by Rom. 10:3. The way by law is impossible because no

man can keep the holy law. The Christian is preserved. His inheritance is
kept and it is imperishable. And fadeth not because he is kept by the power

of God. He is bound to grace by the fore knowlédge, the calling, the justificatiom,

and the glorification.

Now Paul contended for this faith which he had once delivered to the

Fa
saints. Gall 4:17. ) And this was one of the main issues in the message to
< T o
£

the church here that men has left the Gospel. Men who over throw whole houses

teaching things which they ought not for filthy lucar sake. Titus 1:11. This

is one of the most serious things against the fals eachers of modern times.
—~— —_—

Mrs. Lddy accumulated an enormous fortune. Spiritualism requires medium - and
e —_——o P iy

goes for fraud and seeks financial gain.
—
i

How unlike Jesus who had not where to lay his head. And Paul who owned

not a foot of land. Are these founders of false religionms.



them and he was too sick to travel from one place to another.

The abounding grace saved these Galatians who were formerly slaves to
‘_——-

false Gods.

God thought of them before they thought of him. And salvation

alwvays begins with God. From Him it flowssthrough Christ to man. We are not

sons of Geod by nature. But\b faith in Jesus Christ. Thus these Galatians

became sons of God. And if a son also ancheir through God.

(E?EE& means free unmerited favor and goodness. And the grace of God became

~=="

available to them through faith.

Long ago éabakkuk 2:4Yleclared "the righteous shall live by faith". And

1
ng;,gunfgs that prophet to show how the Gq&ggians were saved. The law has its

value - it's purpose is to define sin. Thé law comes to the knowledge of sin.
The i%g_ig the teacher to ianEEEt the man. The law 1s that which leads a man
to enlightment - to Christ. Gal. 3:22. And grace prompts a man. Now these
Galatians churches began their Christian career with deep enthusiasm. And

there was bright promise - but they socon cooled off. And they failed to realize

the early prospects.

in the New Testament, Paul _gives an account of his conversion.
e /'

q&;aff by Luke in Acts 9. Sﬁgpnﬂ: by Paul from the stairs in Jerusalem - Acts 22.
Tgéfﬁ; in a speech by Paul in Acts 26. TForghs of his apostleship to the

Galatiang. Ile includes in this some history not otherwise recorded. He says
N

his Gospel came by direct revelation from Jesus Christ. That it was founded

upon the personal appearance QS;him from Jesus. He declares that he did not

receive it from any other apostle.
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ere disgussing one day the starting of a new religion. One

said to the other - I will tell you how to succeed. TFirgt, you launch it.

Sggdﬁal you live it. Th;xﬁf/you sacrifice for it. Foupfh, you die for it.

Fifth, you rigg,from the dead - then he said, you will succeed.

And now let me see if I canno.I.The problem

of pollution. ITI. Permanent success is impossible. III. Premeditated
Jllutior ekt S

fqlgg_teachiugs. Vs & prninggé_gfig&}ple.

How all of these are found in the church of Galatia, or the churches of

Calatia - whichever you prefer.

I. The Problem of Pollution - C

/t Efgﬁ!!ﬁi.i%ﬁﬁ you are so soon removed from him who called you into the

(4

/
grace of Christ untc another Gospel. Here was the prohlgm_gi_ggggégégg the

Gospel - polluting the Gospel with their own fickleness, and that of human

natures.

Jip ~ B311,3 —419,5, 6 =85 el oho Thog 5

If I might make this lustratio;jﬁhich may make the point for many people

today who are familiar with footBall, or baseball. There are fans that idolize
e 7 S R Ny
the team when they_giﬁ’%oday. But they will be most criEin&I/when they loss

tomorrow. Here is the witness of the rise of the ehb and flow of the tide
e

and these people followed the popular applause of the public. Now this is the

same way that it happened to and public leaders. Public leaders

today — millions of people will turn out and applaud, to shout, and to honor

P

them. And then in a very short while they will be throwing rotten apples at

themn,

.\“---______4,
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The Galatians Christianity eagerly and they welcomed Paul

.
enthusiastically on his first visit. And yet, they were ready to_ run

after any new teacher and to adopt any other doctrine that passed by.
= = 7

Wow I think this is why Dr. Carroll called them Irishmen - becauss of
i e WaSl

their temperment. And I think this persists and this thrives even to this

modern day inm which we live. thverts?are made in the evangelistic meetings.
‘-—-_-_-""—-q

They come into the churches in large numbers. They attend the regular

services and there is an immediate increase. UNow z few months pass, and

their is enthusiasm - there comes a lagging of energy and adrifedne back

into the world. And the whole situation is filled with pollution. You watch

§

it when vou will. A(égé;igé;:ﬁg?lggters a new chgggh or a new field of labor.

And the members will fight over who is going to honor him. They will dine

him and his praises will be sung by the people all over the community. And
in about 2 1/2 years - time cools them off. And there are other preachers that

they like better. And they will say that this one was a misfit - he should

never have been called in the first place.

Gl Paul says then, where is the tlessedness then that ye spake
of. Tor I bear you record if it had been possible ye would have plucked out

your own eye. And would have given them to me. Paul says they were so

*

attentive to him that they'ég;IE)have given him their own eyes, But now, look!
Yes, the new preacher comes, At:first they loved him so much that they_gimgg&ﬂ
e,

ate bipn DBut later on, they wished that they had. So here is a lesson. The

problem of pollution which comes from human nature - the fickleness of

individuals. The unsteadiness in their loyalties.

II. Permanent Success Imgpssible_:>

How with this sort of situation, no one can really produce stability.



a good work, And here was

o
Now I am not trzjﬁé to justify the failures where the PreacEgr iﬁ~55\£ff}t'
It is admitted that this is often the case. And maybe Preachers do fail. But
E e ——— e =

however here, the history of the Galatian churches proves conclusively that the

best of preachers sometimes fail and througﬁjgg_fiult of their ownS)

There is an admonition here for the churches and of course, there is a

L)) s
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It is very(éifﬁearteninv for the man of God to preach and to minister
to individuals, to Christians, and then seek thie results of his hard work.
They turn around and go in the opposite direction. It is impossible to build

a successful minister on people who are of this nature.
7 ‘ ol " Qldﬁ_

gt

III. Premeditated False Teachings - Chapter(;:12>
= £

v Y0l foolish GCalatians who have bewitclied you that ye should not ﬁig;ﬁ’the
truth before whose eyes Jesus Christ has evidently set forth, crucified,

ly
among you.

Tt seems that here in Calatia there were those teachers who planned,

who resolved, who if you will - pre—desig%ed their false teachings and

doctrines. And they were very careful to undermine the foundations layed by

the Apostle Faul, in Galatia. % W WM 7‘

Now mark this, they wers. They were religious—teachers.

They professed to be in full accord with the Scriptures. They claimed to be

the true people of God.

There are people today who @ to be the people of Gegd. They are
people who will destroy churches, disrupt families, who will distract minds
by liberalism, or who will get off-key on spirig%gm which now plagues some

churches in our country. These mental, moral, practical dangers lurk all about
,"'—"—---___-—

us.

There is @ worship today. You remember under the law of Moses, the
e
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Truly here is a prohibition - against a permanent success in any field
of labor. Think about this. s the bef»_t;eclyg_t.&d_@ of his day -

he was a diligent student. His teacher was the most renown at that time, His
i P

scholargggp was known abroad. He mastered thoroughly what he studied. He

studied many subjects, languages, literature, philosophy, religion. FEis

experience of grace was rich and rare. His trainipg fitted him for the Lord's

work. And he gave diligent attention to the Galatians.

After his first visit on the second missionary journey - Acts, 16:6,
. Eq-‘_ ‘——_—)

He made them a2 second Vvisit on his third misgionary journey - Acts 18:23,
e i ——

ifimothy and Silas) labored with him in Galatia.

Surely it was ecause of the 1ack_af._a.hi}ity or_the diligence of

the preachers that this work failed in Galatia. The thought of having bestowed

labor in vain has always been one of the trials of a faithful messenger of God.

It was the case of_ééiéé? ~ he preached. But there seemed to really be no

permanent success. ad the same frustrations. @1 - and @

many times - because they ordered h t of their -eount siien he sought to do
a good work. And here was
rd
Now I am not tgx%ﬁ; to justify the failures where the PreacEgr ia,gg‘ffg}t.
It is admitted that this is often the case. And maybe Preachers do fail. But
= —_— -

however here, the history of the Galatian churches proves conclusively that the

best of preachers sometimes fail and throug(no_ fault of their owu>
Q‘___________,____.——-——»

There is an admonition here for the churches and of course, there is a

comfort for the preachers.

‘SUTBjunow 3yl UT SNS23¢ YITM Ju2saad aism oym sar3ieody @91yl =2u3 o3l @yods

Loyl Ing +a1dosd Burall zoj 3Besssw ou Ivjods L2yl - AdquUAWSI nqg pIp 4943

‘peap 3yl jo wleal IY3j WOIJ PaUINI3X YB[T[Z PUB SISO Uayy -S20uarIadxs 17513

36‘§§p10391 ST paoM Iuo jou ‘aTqrg '3yl utr pégﬁ_aqn woxJ ﬁ%E?EE‘ETHEEH‘?;s aya
Jo puy °3s21 03 03 L3yl ‘ITp sSno’a3ySTa |Y3 UaYm IBYJ MOUY 34 ISINOD JO puy
1318 SAEp 9911 P3P 3| - MOIIOW 3Y3 UO ITp 30U pPIp [nes 3sned2q anI3l jou SBA
TPnweg wolJ swod 03 pasoddns sem IBY3 Asaydoad aq: puy cwiy woxjy p=laedsp pey

pioT 2yl Jo 3ITATds 3yl usyA SWII B SBM 3] 'Jad J0TpeRI3U0D sem op o3 pajduajje

V4



e

Nowfigzdo éot neeg)to visit mysterious mediu?§7to learn about our dear

i

depgg;gg,gngg. The voice of our Lord is cufficient., I am the resurrection
/ = ———

4
and the life. He that believeth on me, although he die, he shall live. And
Bwer i

i
whosoever liveth and believeth on me, shall never die. Today thou shall be

ry
with me in paradise. f; my Father's House are many mansions - if it were not
so, I would have told you. This is eternal life, to know thee. The only
true God, is Jesus Christ, whom I sent. And he that believeth on the son

hath eternal life. The , authori fo he Ch an 1 hrist. Now

these people were teaching that which was false. You remember FPaul says

——

that he was an apostle - that his ministry, he was (mof) sent from man nor
SRR 2 v 4‘!!L_——_____;7

t@ggg%;,man - but he was sent from God and commigsioned of God. And he had

received that authority from God. 0f course, the burning issue here was the

matter of as it is in our time. And{Pau had founded these churches
-
and had Q them with Pastors and lay leaders. But these people began to

("’fpersuade the Calatian Christians to follow the law of Moses. And they worked
_J?' —

out their own,glgn. And they brought up questions in the church. The

requirement, of course, was fai;bﬁinxghrist - to make a man a Christiam, Paul

~
However, people today think that things are shifting but the law of God still

said. And(izgg)today is evexr changi%é'but the basic principles do mot change.

stands. The most serious danger is thinking that goodness is something that
one can achieve by his own acts. And these Galatians long ago began to
renounce the faith in Christ, and began to ghift into focus from Christ to
celf. Now the faith in Christ is centered upoﬂ the cross. Now upon me and

my goodness. This is the question in which we find that these false teachers

were planning to teach.

Now the word
% is the key word here,

; G
meals. The pray race is what we say bEfore

er before eating, is map'
§ gratir
ude for God's gife, ¢
+ Lracioyg
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& ng‘-d the ‘nole focal
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@were forbidden to try to gather information from the dead through
__.——7 ————ly

a wizzard. If a man or a witch, if a woman, turned you not unto them which

—

have familiar spirits. I am the Lord your God. Tev. 19:31.

Even: dn lial. 3:5 he says that he will be swift to witness against these

Sourcers.
o

/' How thein the 01d Testament is that it is<£} discred\ii_tf
man_and it is(ggxabegigggiggltg_ggd.

/ , GCod will make known. Hidden things belong to him.
= 7 —

And some of these people prving into God's knowledge in this way will be
o >

disappointed. It is wicked and unnecessary. The secret things belong unto
———S——

tl'x_g__}.g_}gl, our God. Deut., 29:29.

Once an Hell prayed that h_i_g.,sgj._rit may be sent to warn his five

living brothers. Now the petition was refused. If they had not heard Moses
SIVNG DEGUARES ...

and the(Prophets:)neither would they be persuaded though one arises from the

dead. Now there are peoplg:toda?>— they think they have to have a miracle of
- —" -

healing performed b e their eyes before they are going to believe. You
] \-—_——
rememberwent to converse with Samuel through the witch. Now what Saul
- _______.——7 ',--—-—'——

attempted to do was contradict her. It was a time when the spirit of the Lord
had departed from him. And the prophesy that was supposed to come from Samuel
was not true because Sw_m:ie on the morrow - he died three days later.

And of course we know that when the righteous die, they go to rest. And of

the six people raised from the ’q_e_.g.d in the, Bible, not one word is recorded of

their experiences. When Moses and Elijah returned from the realm of the dead,
they did but remember - they spoke no message for living people. But they

spoke to the three Apostles who were present with Jesus in the mountains.
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point from Christ and his cross - to me and my efforts. The Galatians wanted
peace but they wanted to work it out in their own way. And of course they

had sinned - which meant they had missed the mark. Consistantly day after
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Are you being the kind of person God created vou to be., Not all are
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eriminals - but all are sinners.

Q IV. A Profound Prinmciple - Ga

4

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of cur Lord Jesus
—
/
Christ. Bv whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto the world./ The

necessity here is an uncompromising contention for the truth. Their ought to

be a priority of doctrine. A superiority found in the truth which has been

planted.
low this is a lesson that Paul tries to get;§9ross. As debating and
c - _as these people were — Paul did not encourage thig_ggxx_ni_thégg.

- or would he have much to do with people who stir up SL%Eﬁe wigginda_cangzgg%;}on.

The éﬂg that Paul is_emphas ac here is that a man needs to be loyal to the
S ————F

e
trutii, Now lLie may have to state his Lellaf - but these teachers of false
Tutil,

doctrine - Paul says you do not need to compromise with them. The truth demands

that we stand for it. And it will condemnn the error.
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The faith itself was in danger of being corrupted fatally.
-

crﬂ t into the churches who were proverting the diseciples with
S OVELLINE &

erronous doctrines.

Now they were more dangerous because @wy were _:Lnsi/d(g the churches.

The truth of the Gospel was at stake. And it was no time to cry - peace, peace.
m
Paul risk the eminity of Galatians by telling them the truth.

™,

Ga1.51:7,L Paul says which is not ancther - but there is some that

— -
[

trouble you and would provert the Gospel of Christ. An though we are an angel
from lleaven preach any other Gospel untoc you, which we have preached unto you,

let him be cursed.

There are some thj_ngs - worth living.for. Worth

contending for and worth dying for.

The Qég;%) is first;ggggg_thnsa_tégpgs. When the Gospel is lost - all is

N——

lost. Which gives a church a right to exist.

tells us that seven crusades were launched and several hundred
R —_—

thousand lives were lost during two centuries that were drenched in blood by

those who made an effort to rescue the sepulcher of the Lord, from the infidel

e
Turk. The gold was not worth the long quest and the bloody cost. Those

Christian warriors were religiously consecrated knights.

A 1living faith is wqEEE_mg;g_ggggﬂan_ﬁmpt¥‘regb. Proverts of the most

holy faith are more dangerous to society and to true religion than an empty

tomb. Contenders for the faith are the real knights.
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Let us determine to give ourselves to the profound principle of the

of a woman who with her little baby

—_—

p//l Gospel. I remember reading a(story

was on a train going through one of the Eastern states. It was a winter day

- outside a terrific storm was blowing and %Eow was falling. The train

made it's way along slowly because of the ice on the tracks, and the snow

plow went ahead to clear the way. The woman seemed very nervous - she was

to get off at a small station, where she would meet some friends. You will

be sure to let me off at the rightﬁstﬁyion, won't you, she said to the_conductor.
Certainly, he said, just remain here until I tell you the right station. She
sat rather nervously and again spoke to the conductor, you won't forget me.

Mo, just trust me, I will tell you when to get off.

A cngffgigl,man.sat across the islé and leaned over and said, pardon me.
I ses you are rather nervous about getting off at the right station. I know
this road well. You station is the first stop after such and such a city.
These conductors are very forgetful. They have a great many things to attend

too - but I will see that you get off alright. I will help you with your bags.
‘.‘__—_—_._'———

Oh thank you, she said, and she leaned back greatly relieved. EZ_EEE_EX
the name of the city she mentioned was called and he leaned over and said, the
next stop will be yours. As they drew nearly to the station she looked around

anxiously for the conductor, but he did not come. You see, said the man, he

- S=—

has forgetten you. I will get you off and hérhelped her with her baggage. And
as the conductor had not opened it, so he opened it, and when the train stopped
Le stepped off, lifted her bag, and helped her off. And in a moment, the train
moved on. Later the conductor came and loocked all about and said - that is
strange , there was a woman here that wanted to get off at this station. I

wonder where she is.
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The commercial man locked up and said, you forgot her - but I saw to it
that she got off alright. Got off where, the conductor asked. When the

train stopped.

But that was not a statiop, that was an emergency stop. I was looking
after that woman. Why man, you have put her off in a wi%d country district.

In the midst of this storm - where there will be nobody to meet her.

There was only one thing to do and although it was rather dangerous,

they had to reverse the engines and go back a number of miles. And they went

cut to look for the woman and finally somebody stumbled over her. She was

frozen on the ground with the little bhaby dead. She was the victim of wrong

information.

If it is such a g to give people wrong information in temporal
~———

things, what about the man who misleads men and women in regards to salvation

of their souls. Men believe a false Gospel - if they put their trust in something
/"

that is contrary. Their loss will be not for time only - but for eternity.

ot

and uses strong langwige here regarding the wickedness and the awfullness of

And that is wh is speaking by the inspiration of the Hely Spirit

misleading souls as to eternal things. These Galatians were living in their

sins. In the darkness of pagan superstitution. When Paul came to them and
preached the glorious Gospel and tell how Christ died for our sins - I Cor. 15:3-4
- they were saved. For you know the Gospel and gréce of God's work. But these
Galatians after Paul‘had used them to bring them inte the liberty of grace,

were being Ei§lE§g~hi—£él§§~E§§EhiE§§; Men who had come down from Judea - who
professed to be Christians but had never b;én delivered from legality. They

said to these young Christians - you have only a little touch of the Gospel.

You need this message - you need to receive more. You just have part of the Gospel.
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You need some extras - you need to go a little further. And thus, they threw
R e 7
them back on self effort - turning their eyes away from Christ and fixing them
X oL BEa =22 _ﬁ_.q_.-——_—I__.__7Y

upon themselves and their ability to keep the law, to do this, that, and the
other. Paul says this thing will ruin men who depend upon their own self

efforts to get to Heaven. They will miss the gates.

No matter how earnest they are - if they depend upon their own works -
/
they will never be partakers of their inheritance. Paul says I marvel that

you are so soon to leave this grace of God and resurrect another Gospel. They
had turned aside from God's free grace. And they had tried to build another
Gospel. But you may go all the way from Genesis to Revelation, and, there is

( only one Gospgi) And this is the profound principle that Paul tried to tie

them too. This was first preached in the Garden of Eden - when the message

S

was sent forth that the seed of the woman sh d_bruise Satan's head. That was

the Gospel. Salvation is coming to Christ, the son of God - born of a woman.
S

And that's the same Gospel preached to Abraham. And this is the same Gospel

that was proclaimed by Isaiah. This is the same Gospel proclaimed by John the

Baptist. Here is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.

Now I am losing my temper as Paul, and what I am declaring unto you is not

unkind, but I am saying to you that there is one Gospel and this is the omne

question - and if you have any other Gospel, then yqu are false,




