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THE CHURCH AT COLOSSAE
Colossians 1:1-10

Int~-"duction:
Colossae

was a town church.
,

It was about

in the upper part of a valley - Lycus.

a hundred

miles

from EPh;SUS

And it was about~iles,

)

miles rather from Laodicea and 13 miles from Hierapo1is.

.

?'

7

"t

-
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It was never a large

7

0u....;ich community - but in the@
, Zerxes halted his ~

or

there.

of the Persians7 and the Greeks empires -

And he was on his way where the Spartan guards

--------

were annihilated.

~

Years later,C?Yl~passed

through with his ~O,OOO Greeks and 100,000 Barbarians

- it is said in history they halted a week at Colossae.
T

---

But all the historians agree or ascribe Colossae as a small tOI<U.
/

Now the three communities in the valley each had a Christian church established.
-

2'

--

----

And each of these churches had survived many difficulties, however, they were
the object of the most dangerous heresay of that period.

I should like to divide our study into three or~
v" 1.

statem~

Historical Insight

/2. Hot Issues

~

I.

/3.

Hindrances Incurred

/4.

Honest Information

Historiaal Insight
Now I have said that CQlossae7" was a small
tOI<U. But it had adQpted (mySticism
-/7

and fa]Je doctri~s

began to spring up.

-2-

Now the t~ree churches had been co~ted

no doubt during Paul's ministry

a,tEphes~ ,but @ by Paul in person.

He did not visit these communities. In
7
~e.
Chapter 2:1.
says that9, of them did not know ~~

the Scr~re

fact,

reads - for many have not seen my face in the flesh.
L

It is almost certain that

/

That he had never visited that city

the church was not planted by Paul himself.

7

when he wrote the epistle.

The epistle speaks of his~owled~

_Ch:.rterlQ-

about the Colossian Ch~istians~

your faith in Christ Jesus and of the l~

Since "e ~f

"hich

7"

you have for all the saints.

~-

For this c.:'use,
we also, since the day we heard jt - do not cease to pray

for you and to desire that you might be filled with the knowled~e of His will, in all
~

--

7

"isdom and spiritual understanding.

lIemakes~

of any peJ:sonalincident as having occured during his
/'

sojourn among them.
~

'J-" \

This he al"ays mentions when writing to particulAr churches.
7

But Col. 2 @proves

that he,has never seen many of them in the flesh.
/'

"as the founder of this church - as well as those in Laodicea
------- and

~~Phras

/'

Hierapolis.

And yet Colossae

---,"'+

was no doubt one of the fruits

-

we may gather from the story of his work in~

of Paul's

ne~by

labors

;;'

after

all.

- as recorded in Acts 19:10-

26 - the intercourse between the surrounding country was close and people like
Philemon and Epaphras could have come from Colossae and have listened to Paul

7
preach.
E~S,

As

~
So the man
who planted this
church,
who directly established it was
c
~
_
an evangelist who lived at Colossae. lIeestablished the churches but

-3the son of Philemon, was the pastor at Colossae.
7
1

~~pu;)

Now in the historical insight here, we see that the ~Of

the letter to
7
the Colossians wi's the visit of Eiaphras to Paul in Rome - giving him an account
7

>

of the state of aff~rs

in the church.

in the church.

There were many(errors) that were developing

And it was in part mystic spectulation and a mixture of Judiasm - 2:16.

7

7

Now it is that Paul addresses these people as spiritual children.

They had been

converted, no doubt, by the Christians who had operated at Ephesus, in the evangelistic
~

program.

And he was the first to preach the Gospel in his own horne town.

~@

Chapter 1:6 - We read this in re~m

-

had learned this from his fellow worker.

- also in the~verse,

that he

And in the 4th ChaRter, 12th Ve~,

he

7

says Epaphras - ,.rhois one of you, a servant of Chri~

saluted voy, always laboring,

and complete in the will of God.
fervently for you.. That ye may stand perfect
7

So

r

he was an honorable man, dearly beloved, a bond servant who lived a similar life as
Paul.

And Paul speaks highly of him - Chapter 1:7.

the title of minister of Christ.
---?~7~

•••••••• ••..

It says that he is
~ worthy of

And he'has brought this perplexing situation

.

to seek the council of Paul.

lIehas a d~ep personal interest in the situation here.

7

He states that he does ~ot cease to;fr;> for this waivering_£ongregation - that
they might stand fast.

And he was not ashamed to be a lined
, with the Apostle Paul.

In this historical ins~t,
derived from two letters

oy

we have some information about the church that is

---

Paul - one to the church and another to Philemon.

A

Christian of the community and supposed that he was a member of this church.

Now th~cussed
somewhat difficult for

'"

in the letter to,the church - it may have been vague and
or appreciate.

Now this is

-4where you have to ~on

your thinking cap.

It deals with philosophical subjects

7
of little inJOerestto practical Christians of our time.

The circumstances here were such as~

that you will not get lost in-tbe

as we
maize of things - but that you will be able to get this important lesson
J
7"

unfold about this church.

NOW~

keep in mipd that in the v~lley of Lycus - a terrible foe attack

Christianity from within.
was a fearful force.

It was an o~d foe - it made a suttle approach - and it

And the founder of the church visited Paul in Rome to seek

----

advice as to how best to handle the heresay.

It still persisted there.

And let

me see if I can't help you to understand this foe.

-

II.

Hot Issues

Now uSing~that

we hea: sQ much today in the news - about hot issues_in
/

po~,

etc. that people are fis~ng.

place in this church.

This was the same thing that was taking

And it had a doctrinal aspect to it.

I,.t:. took two or three shapes - and there were two or three different ~hat

you might put on this.

you go to sleep
and say that we d~p't have anything
Now~ less _.
7

like this in the modern churches tOday,~
,-

"

~r~,

Lets look at the issues.

there was(f9daisti;>- now this was a little different from the changeable

Galatians - it was Pharisaic in it's ritualism.
~

,2~I~2nd

----- .-'

\

Now Paul argued this point in the

7

Chapter and'16th Verse with these people.

Le~no

man therefore judge you in

~

meat, or in drink, or in respect of a Holy Day, or of the neH moon, or of the

s~.

~tatementy

he answers those who are bound by the regulations of

-5-

-

days and feasts, and aseticism.
-

In whom also ye are circumcized with the circumcism,made without hands
7

in putting off the hody. the sins of the flesh, by the circumcism of Christ.
You have put off the s!nful nature.
--=:
."
Not one that is bound by the flesh.

In~

It has been a spiritual circumcism he says .

b~ried with him in baptism - where in ye are also risen with him

through the faith of the operation of God, who has raised Him from the dead.
have been raised with Jesus Christ from among the dead.

You

The sy.mbolicburial of

you past sinsa

~-

blotting out the handwriting of ordinances, was against us, and was

7

contrary to us, and took it out of the way - nailing it on his cross.
saved, not by the law - but by grace.
sin.

He!e was the hot issue.

~

Now this was beyond your ability to pay for

The ~as

saying thu~ and

/"

/9'

And this heresay

I

was not on the outside of the church - it was on the inside.
-

So you are

7"

-;?"

And this was the

thing that Paul was talking to these people about.

~

4G;;~

the ne~t hotte~t issue wa~gnosticiS~

ones;> ~you

ever hear ~f any peopl~like

Simply these were th~oWing

this toda~.

Now this was a hot issue.

People were attempting to pr~vert Christianitv by learning and spectulation.

And

7

-

they assumed that everything was in reach - by knowledge and by subjectivity.
~

In fact, this was r~er~Philosop~than
in the~stems

a reli&ion.

They were more interested

of the universe;

"
They ~the
auth~y.

historical basis of the Gospel.
7'

And they denied the spiritual freedom.

Th~denied

it's claim to

And the equality

of

men.

-6-

It was more like a ~it

- it was a disposition.

They developed t~G~

in
~ two or three ways.

First of all, t~ey~nied

the creatio;>of the world and how things came into
~

b~

They said God is unknowable.
;>

They taught that it was impossible for a man
4

to come in contact or in touch with God.
- or

And that through several grades of ~

emanations, that a man could learn from God.

7
Hence, they b<!sedit all._.onGmgel!!)and these grades or c~s
they held - they were the ~that

c~eated the world.

of angels

That ~did

not create it.

This was just one of these eons that took IlDssessionof him. And that Jesus was
7
a.mere(illa~-b~rn of Joseph and Mary. And when he was c~ucified, the e~n left him
and he had no real divinity.

-

-....

creation.

And so they denied the direct agency of God in

They also tried to give some sort of ~

,

for the origin of evil.

there was two principles in the world -~was
~

said that ~Jl

/

good and the ~

rested in matS7r - and that the spirit was good.

brought on the ascetic doctrine;.

The denial of the a~etite

could - and hold-E0dy and soul together.

For instances,

They said

was evil.

They

Therefore,~

- just as far as one

they would take a~,of

water and a clCustof bread - and have one simple garment, would nQ.tmarrv.liithdraw
from the world as much as possible.
Now this ~as
The matt~r

-----

been incorporated by some religio~

of ..£astiRa

----7~

- these are examples.
i~.

:...----

And

Q

And in this way, they would triumph over sin.

- refusalt

to eat certain

NO~had

7

that you know about today.

things.

to take the occ~ion

Of penance, of scourgings

--;T.

7

here to deal with these

They had questions about how the work of the cre~tion could be explained.
can we account for the existance of evil.

And how can we reconcile the

creation of the world and the e~istance of sin with a holy God as the_creator. And
so ~GOd.

created the universe out of nothinq - thB~_.Godis holy, and he could ~t

-

have brought this evil into the world.

"--

------

And so they worked out their own line of

-7-

answers

to these matters.

A ~Of

the church wa~i~satisfiej)with

the ~plicity

of the Gospe~

and they sought to advance something higger by adopting the current spectulations~
This had worked

it's way into the Christian

church

and was

corrupting

the church.

7
-~--'----in the place that Christian faith had occupied. ~must

They 8kn~d~e

I do

to be saved - they felt they knew the secrets and had tpe mystery. They had this
"7
7
special knowledge and no one else had it. And they attempted a solution to the
7

-

I

problem, by denying the humanity of Jesus Christ and denying that he was divine.

7

7"

And they had knowledge as if others were destitute of it.

They thought themselves

wise.

~

angle_of this issue was that it led to rigid contact with matter which

should be reduced to a minimum.

Thus the material part of man should be subdued

7

and should live on a s~~r~t

and shou}d not marry.

He would avoid the fl~

animals and the ~anointing of his body with olive oil.

.--

They argued that matter was

everywhere and the only way to escape it was to be indifferent to the world.

On the~hand,

..->-

there were~who

The other thing, the ~ir~ot

iSSU~JlWhiChthese people were contending with -

was the doct~ine of the esseneB.
~

they avo~d
up treasures.

7'

might make them cov~ous
in

sacred buildin~s.

They do not sacrifice animals - they lived in

the cit~es.

They do not make

sa~d, just.!ollow your own impulses.

Some of them cul~ivate soil.

arms for military.

They

;;-

They do not store

avoid commerce.

If this

7

- they abstain from work on the seventh day.

They assemble

TIleyhave evexything in common, their eX£!Daes, their garments,

7
their food.

If they work. for wages

the common stock.

they do not retain them.

If one p. is sick - he is cared
for.
.

Some of them were shepherds

- they had general managers to purchase whatever was necessary.

-

7

\.

But bring them into

They lived and ate

-8-

together at the same table.

Their dress was common.

One of the ~hingS~out
they looked
jealousy.

these folks - they r.~putiatedmarri;;e because

a woman a~ a selfish creatJn:e. They said that she was given to

OD

And that a(IDaO)boundto a womyn would be bamper?d by his affections.

.,

A free man - was a slave.

So they were building up a little society.

---~\

,

This

geological position here in the church - new members into this society were. gotten
~

after a man reached mate~!ktByears.

They did not take in yonng peopJ.eor children

and they condemned
So they lived on bread and veget~es
=-7
any natural cravings - and they disengaged themselves from the world. Now these

- they were too unstahle.

people were some worshippers.

At the break of~ay,

they would address certain prayers to the S~

upon r~g.

7

And then at the close
of the day, they would have prayers again.
~

Now they did~beljeye

jn the resurrection of the body.

7

They believed in

the con~inuance of the soul's ljfe - but they maintained that the soul was just a
prisoner in jail in the body.
a~

And only at death would it be ~et free.

in the place of worship.

doctrine ..they were exclusi~e.
~rch

They were like the gnostics.

They placed

They had secret

They had this false doctrine that crept into the

Now this was the issue that Paul, in his letter, was trying to

at COIOS~

7Y

combat - this error of these intellectuals.

The teaching of these select few who

had a monopoly

comes

on superior

Gospel message.

wisdom.

And Paul

This Gospel is for every ~an.

and says we have

a universal

They were withdrawing to convents

and these false doctrines were spreading.

There was an exclusive spirit.

~

7.h •••.
y-

sp~u1.a~ed

;7

on

r:.lJe

creac,ton

7

'b"
, y
e

¥

h.d ",.,"',
I

and a~and

" ••l,d" .,d

a

":;:r"

sUpreme God _ that

he

-9-

could have nothing to do with evil.

They began to practicerlthis. Chapter 1:28.

He warned that every man, and

teaching all men in wisdom - we may
in Jesus Christ.
~ present every man perfect
~
a...£aw) At the

~

issues was

of the unsatisfied desire'of the soul.

the yearning,

the ~rnestness

There was a sense of need that had not

been met.

There was a aching void that the world had never filled. And they
7
began to search in vain to answer this. And this has been the issue displayed

-------7~ -

eve~,here,
Science,

in every age.

Even the errors of our time.

In the form of Christian

etc~

These Christians were striving "ith J2rinciples that were more or less found
in the ~el

- but there was an effort to modify them - pervert them in regard

7
to the person of Jesus Christ.

And second, there "as with regard to Christ's redemption - they felt that
it was by observances, and ascetic method~ that they would bring in salvation
7

through their o~merits)

And this discredited the work of Jesus, our Saviour.

7
Now the process of their reasoning then led them to th{monastar~
resides in the ~

-~-

thus and so.

~

- if you are going to get rid of sin, then you have to do

Or sin cannot to~your

7

soul - until you live.

You will not be

punished for your indulgence because you are going to be free from your body when
you die.

'---

III.

Hindrances Incurred
=
Now P~l

said, this w:::.(
irreligiOuS)

And it was frivorlous talk.

And it was

