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THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST

I Cor. 12:12-31

We have been dealing with the most significant passage of Secripture in the

Bible as relating to{sﬁI;IEGQIQE?fEEE The great theme of the Ch;%ﬁﬁiggﬂghngh.

e

Spiritual gifts)are unfolded througHJl and 11. And the same spirit gives
qv= and S adudb

to each Christian as he will, These gifts are distributed for use. And each

Christian receives such a g%ft. Fvery Christian without exception, receives one

of his gifts. So we could claim that every Christian gets a gift from the spirit.

And needs to function in this complex organism known as the church.

T The following verses \Paul/will devote to the great character of the church.

-
Which is in its form and in jts purpose, and in its functigg‘to have a_relation-

ship with its members and with Christ. Which is in its fellowship.

The @!E.plight today of the church is evident that the true character of the

church has been é}suﬁderstoo@)
oo

§EEE of us would not behave as we do, some of us would ééﬁ]be as petty and
7 i — T

as disagreeahle as we are, (if )we understood the church. (e would tre G i =

disagreeah] ¢T3 ; @&uould treasure
instead of tearing it apart. G{:Lyggld love all mep with the love of Christ. And
our testimony would go out with a new note. That church has(a) passionate concern
for people. (@)we ever see the answer to our prayer, that Heayen would send us

, -

the dead church must be o live. The church that has been

a revival, tha

wounded is made whole. That the indifferent church has been rekindled with fire
21 .
r

from above. eL_ghg_(hg_d_Q ag illustrated here under the
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puidance of the Holy Spirit.

Now remember the sgme_,%grd, and the same Spirit, who has given the spiritual
B

gifts comes to us and presents to us the church as the body of Christ.

1f time permits us in our study, we shall discuss briefly - The Church As A
8 4 xS 4

Living Body. V. =13. The Church As The Diversified Body. V. 14-19. The

Church As The United Body. V. 20-26.  The Church As The Gifted Body. V. 21;;1.
ek ol . Leped 200

I. THE CHURCH AS A LIVING BODY - V. 12-13
:sff——'“ —_—

E%i;::r For as the body is one and hath many members, and all the members of

. ‘f/
the one body being many, are one body. 5°_§£§Eg_i§f§h5l§P' For introduction and

{llustration of kruth - is being used. Every organism wholly supposes, diversity,

and unity. That is\different parts united so complete one whole. Now Paul

consists of many membe¥s. The body of Christ or the church, as the body consists

o@members and i

consists of many mgégers. Each member having his own gift and office.
/
:/lr
/
/

yet one. So it is, with the church., It is one and yet
v

[
Rom,/féia—s, EEE;.1=23' 4:16. V. 1-16. Col. 1:18, Anyone familiar with the
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Although @:ZHEE—EEEX_EEEESEE’ w;gh_gi!§£§ggfgﬂgﬁigg§ and duties, just’like the

thEE‘EQQIJ It is nevertheless ongwgggggigg. And single life flows through it
all. The bod ) of Christ is the same -- many rembers but just one body.
y) hrist is the sa y i y

1L e/

V.13 )- For by one spirit are we all baptized into the body. It is the proof
of what immediately preceeds. The church is one, for and by one spirit. We were
through the spirit coEEEigggggfggngggy. The whole spirit received and has made

this body. Now the illusion here isQ&ﬁiﬂfﬁ_ﬂi{gﬁ}lxlgg_hgegism. But Paul says

that we were made one body through the Holy Ghost. That is by sgiritgg;‘fgganeratiqgg
~

@ communicati%of the Holy Eﬁtﬁ_isac_alleg the bap;_;h_ gm. Immediately, and
organically united, as partaking of the same life. Gal, 3:28, Now this is the
— ¥ —_ o= .
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essential point - it is between the human body and the church. As the body is one
—Y R

because it is pervated by one soul or principle life. So the church is one because

———

it is of one spirit.

Nowrc;ED the parts of the body which partake of the common life, belong to the
—_— -3 P —_

body. Therefore, all of those in the spirit of Cod dwells and are members of the

S " 4

hurch. Which is the body of Christ. They may be members of the visible or the

nominal church but they are not members of the church in that sense in which it is

the body of Christ. The éatuié}of the church is a principle unity. It is one that

v o

is not united under a visible-head. But it is united under Jesus Christ,through
-

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the members.

¢t
ﬂg%@ﬁﬁ\been made to dripk in the one spirit, now this may sound like a difficult
—— % : 5

clause. Whether it is —-- we have all drank from one spirit. That it,(égzhave all

been made partakers of the Spirit. Compare Jéhn 7:37) The Spirit is compared to
- e i
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ater)of which men is said to drink. The -by r t, we are
— -3

———— s
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church and the Lord Jesus. It is a living organism - with many members controlled by
P—"F-__‘.

one spirit.
—

AﬁA/body with - or a head with two bodies. Ye are the body of Christ.
e

Ye being many are one body in Christ. Rom. 12:5.

™~ This - body includes the Jew, the Gentile, bc;nd or ﬁ}e, ri/c}h or B/c:or,

young or old, 135911&:1 or igno/rant, 1iv§gg or ds;d. (Alrl)who in every ag; have been

made to drink of the same soul nourishing spirit. All are members o f the living
2= R ~

body. All who have been brought nigh by the body of Christ. Is the church a
~

failure. It may be. But the @, which is the body, the living body of Christ

is no failure. But he comes to gather up his precious treasure, he will have
= H AL 2ol dEdoabag R

a body that will be a glorious witness, of his suffering.

;7
b @we think of the limi_r_lgh%', @ch_es_mis_sngggﬂ_;_q_gsa It suggests a
) between the leaders and believers. But we als physical

body_in which @Eg Qlived and wgl?d, and died. His physical body which functioned

here and when he left, here is a spiritual body which is his church. Indeed the

@would never have existed@he had not redeemed it first @Qﬁacrifice

of hig own physical body.

@Sod came down to ear in human form, conceived of the virgin Mary, he came

to reveal the holy principle upon which we should live our lives. The physical body

—
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of Jesus expressed perfectly what God intended through the spiri: ual__b_gfl.}of Christ -

the church. That you are a part of if you are a believer. ¢ /

-

V

Now the

physical body) of Jesus @ were three
e

identification with the Father's gill. Fe submitted to the limitation of human form.
e ————— — —_— 7% >

His obedience unto death — even the death of the cross. In all points, he,,;ms__t_emp_t}'.ed

as we and yet he was without sin. THis identification also with us, in the human was,

with all of the conditions of the human race.

oS-
And his'(@dentificationdwas a total penetration because when he came - it was total
— V
warfare. A full scale invasion from 1 Heaven. Upon every expression of sin. The s/}ial
/

political, the moral -. healed the sick he raised the dead he conquored 1egers.

(he) was raised hy the power of God after his crucifixion. (No)part of his human life

N —_—
escaped the penetration of the redemptive purpose of God in Christ Jesus.
— b —

He fulfilled all of the law of God. He moved and worked in every circle of life.

. 7

But, they took his ghzsical body and layed it in a tomb. The
world crucified and rejected his wh ] of life. The d,@!will not
Hath e o dsg Who e s

have this man to reign over us. wouldn't stand and let him come in and bless their

lives. It was costly. But God raised him from the dead and his own blood was poured

out in love for us.

Now@ @ the resurrected bodv of the Lord Jesus, was already
_ﬂ& B 2meay

in Heaven and was united as the head.O @to join the spiritual bodv that was
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being formed on earth. These principles which he stood for might conderm him. He
. —~<

had the gun in his physical body.

1t is perfectly clear that he lived in this way. And now thi§_§i££i§;§£ggﬂzgf

d%ggip;gs were going out to penetrate the worlg.

This is h_says about the body of Christ. And 6::zbodégs_are living
temples of the Holy Spirit. Now, agﬁthe(%gagﬁoi_ghxist onﬂggé;h, we are to fulfill
— . -

in our lives, in our physical life, the indwelling life - the_redemption should come

to total victory. This is something of the character of the church. Bz_ggg:§gigit,
are we all baptizgﬂ_iggg_gqg bgﬁy. And to drink into ;Egg_sg}rit. Here is the
mystery, the glory of the church, of Jesus Christ., If we have been sqgggﬂpyﬂﬁod's
grace, wgshgﬁ_}gfh}g_b}ggﬂ, b3EEEEEEPEZ_hi§,E2lX£§Ririt- We drink of the same

fountain of life. We are sustained by the same power of the good shepherd. Here is

complete identification.

It is - the church is the living body. And we have @tbat bind, us to-
r d

gether. One to another. It is ﬁ:ﬁllike an Fnglishmen meeting an Englishman or an

Amez}sgg_geeting an American. Or a German and-a German. We discover that we have

athe spMchurch and in the body of Christ. What does that
: —

mean to us.

Is there not one person in the body of Christ today who has not felt himself

lost and guilty. And needing to come to true repentance. This is the church - a
e e

<§§E£§§§225_TEE_EEE—EEE?n thnﬁggg_mﬁiﬁﬁﬂdA_ As_sinners at Calvary.
-sinners at La_.var
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We are § a group of individual units. Set off here. But(welare a bod
S — .____.-T;

completely identified, with his death and his spiritual 1life.

Now (izwe split qff, then we miss the principle. If the capitol "I" is the

thing that dominates. But here is the living body. The indwelling spirit with a

new nature. Complete in identification with him.

II. Diversified Body

A i
l&iéé:} For the body is not one but many members. This is proof that

diversity of gifts. The_ghurch no 1on%er consists of persons having the same

gifts - than the body is all eye, or all ear, it is not one member - but many. So

the church - the word member means a part, of its ovm. No one is perfect or complete
v

in himself. (ﬁ;}one can say to the others, I have no need of you. Each represents

something and fhat is not so well represented in the others. Therefore harmony and

co-operation,|sympathy and mutal affections are required between individual Christians.

As they are members of Christ's body.
b 4

V. @:!— 1f the church should say - because I_am not the hagd, I_am not of the

body, or not of the body. This is always the way in which he applies this figure.
-—-7

The particular gituatior rch at Corinth - those possessing

the more sgectacular gifts were evidently Rgggg - considering themselves better than
the others. Possessing the less spectacular gifts - those folks were inclined to
- —
be disgruntle d .
SEru d, and waste the talents they had Now Paul was going to show the
foolishness of such an attitude. Why the foot and the ear do not say because they
% T T——

are not the hand or the eye, they are not in the human body. Now God sets each as
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it pleases him, and serves well in its place.

Now this member of the body is diversified, but(ig—zg)to edify and depends
/

T.o oq_Ehgﬂggggggtnesg_gﬁ,theﬁo:ganization. Evegz jo&gt,sugg%ies. Now ij)any part

of the church is loosely attached, that destroys coggactnggg. There must be a
s = &_—-—N_4

(t EE?herness)here - even though it is diverse. You mayc::zg)up a wovenge

by one thread, because the differeEE threads are interwoven. You may lift a 1itt1e

pack of mail by one steel scale. Because all are linked together. Now the local
Sl————

congregation in the church, there is a squsagf_ggpy when we come to the Lord's

=

Supper. Or to preach the Gospel. (Eé readily understand how the head is Christ, we
e — S

—_—

are the body. (Hé)is the head. The pastor i of the church. The
a—== v

deacon is not the head of the church. The Lord(SEEEE}Christ is the head of the
.3 T —— y

church. So the living body has diversified members.

The head is not to be understood as the part of the body above the shoulders

- the eye, ear, and the nose are parts of the body. Not of the head. Rather the

Qié;i_ig_ghgggdiracts and controle—the-rest, The one who gives the orders - the

brain.

i the should say because I am not the hand, I am not of the body. The

v1b

r conclusion in V. 15-16,)is Paul talking about the nature of the church, the duty
that is unreasonable and absurd for a fogt to complain that it is not a hand. As

much as it is for one member of the church to complain that he is not another.

Or does not have another gift. For instance, he complains because he is not an
apostle. He doesn't have the gift of healing. Or some other gift of the spirit.
Paul points out and shows that this very thing will destroy the body. It all works

together., Here is a diversity that will be obvious.
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Now this suggests the wrangling over spiritual gifts. @;;?zou had a body made

up of an eye or an ear. If you just had one for your body, you would be some
- gres—| _ = __.—-——"'-'_“—-——v’;ﬂ_—

sight. Or if you had one Now that would be something. My, the church

would be fatally impoverished.

For this reason, God himself has set the members in the body. Both physically
and spiritually according to his will.

N
v. 17 - The obvious meaning of that verse is that the organization depends upon
— g jeles Spen
the union of the members endowed with different function. The idea of the church

is equally as plain as that of the human body.

#e
V.!IBZ— But now hath GCod set the members, everyone of them. In the body as it

}
has pl&ffff,hiﬂé /As the matter actually is - Paul says. Instead of the body being

all one member, he has(;;;;;;;a the parts each in his place, in this living organic

whole. He did not give itself the power of vision, nor the ear the ability to

diseriminate sounds.

It is also in the church. The position of of each member are
L2 E___-.-=-==£h§=£i§§§.

qgg;;;EHEEDby the Lord. One has one gift - another another. One a pastor, one

a missionary, one a laborer in the city, one a laborer in the wilderness. And as God
wills and God orders, now it is inconsistent with the idea of the church that each

decide on his own position, and his function as a member. According to his own

notion.

(The bod; ;rinciilé here_is that we are rich indeed if we can see this simple

lesson which Paul is getting across to us.
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Because the compactness for each part of wﬂ?wgﬂboundtogether
with the other part. We are connected with each othér. Now in order for the church

to be the highest, at its best in life, there must be this vital connection between

each member and the head which is Christ.

e Now it at once, that@here be in a congregation one member who has —

no 11v1n§ connecti ga with Jesus Christ, that member is a/stumbling block and a big
< :

weight on the church.

It ig§ im sible /that strength can be imparted to the church b hat 's b
i poSs )t a % mp e o ure y_that man eing

a member of it. His connection to the church is ab olutelv hurtful to the church.

There is no way to evade any other conclusi?p. Now, let it be cleg; that all Christians

are to be working and committed to the chureh for the manifestation of the glory of

God.

It is interesting to note that in this passage, the body, as a sound whole

is a marvelous thing. V. 12, 27 ses the word body 16 times. In the whole

paragraph 18 times in all.

He is looking at an id al living body. And he thinks of the combination of the

members and it is a wonder and a marvel.

—-a...\ Many years ago a Dr. Prague, a fine Christian man was looking and

o —

fore the Chicago. He was

shewing the many things that make up theHhuﬁan body. He talked about the different

level of materials in the body. He began to talk about a 150# man from a chemical
e —— — m'_ﬂ—_.‘- —

lecturing on thg
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aspect. He contains enough to whitewash a fair sized chi chicken coop. @
enough to fill a Smgli_sm (Iron)enough to make a 10 penny nail. . he says,

he also possesses., The total f all of the ingredients i That is about

GO'.", per 100 weight on the hoof)
: nad

at ou about that. That is all we are worth by(chemical analysis

—_—

You take t lime, the sugar, the iron, and the water —— and all we are worth is

about 98¢ - ‘that is the body.

A

But @nws that is not all the truth about the body. Because the

i
says T will, give thanks unto thee because T am fearfully and wonderfully
—_— e —

made. Wonderful are thy works - that soul knoweth right well. My frame was

not hidden fro .  When I was made in secret, and curiously wrought from the
low_e_aﬂh, mine eyes did_see my unperfect substance. And in thy

book were all my members written. Which day by day were fashioned - and as yet there

was none of them.

All of the members were known for one mind and one master before they came into
existence. That is the figure Paul uses when he talks about the body. It's material
substance is almost worthless. That is the very stuff that his marvelous organism
known as the body of Christ. What a humble statement - what a great concept. What
are we worth - nothing at all, save as we are wrought and work into the mystery of

his life, and of his body.

For the body is not one member but many. As we continue our study.
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That is a tremendous fact.

ITE

m————

This body is not only living and diversified, but it is united. It again, V. 20.

JoZ
ij;///;;; key to this truth is found in g. 23. Here is the emphasis upon unity. The

>

admonition is do not despise another's'gift. Do not ignore. Yours is needed within

— e

the body. This may be a repetition of the idea of diversity, but it is very consistent

when we come to the matter of unity.

—__ J
—— V.£21 ~ And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee. There must
be mutal dependance upon the members of the church. As in the body, the eye cannot
dispense with the hand. Nor the head with the feet. Everything must be used.
= ‘V@- May much more those members of the body which seem to be more feeble
e e

are necessary. And thos@ of the body which.think to be less honorable,
e i 77—

upon those, we bestow more abundant honor.

Paul says the( less attractivé gifts are the most important. The heart is more
— ——— - _——

R
important than the tongue. So the church - the gift of prayer is important. Maybe

more than eloquence. What would the tongue do without the lungs which are neither

seen nor heard. God's thoughts are not our thoughts.

These childish Corinthians prized the gifts of tongues which they used. They
. ———

could edifiy no one but the gift of prophecy which the whole body of Christ could be
-———r



o

instructed.

Paul says it is the Christian instinct to adorn that which is least calmly.

Honor the members of the church that may seem least-attractive. Those -members that

T
{e;think less honorable - need to be honored. It is like ho has a@

{7

/p#hat may have a problem.. 6;% does not give that child less admiration and affection
- she gives it m affectign. She does not desugisf it. And this is what Paul

is saying in V. QZ.) And in‘ylg;z> For our calmly parts, he says, have no need.
: 3 S

God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honor.

We think about the face or the feet. And we clothe the feet, deck it out, and
adorn it. We ha\{ef-no(wight to say, that any part seems unnecessary. That parts

are more feeble or less honored.

V. §5 + He says, that there should bﬁa schism/- no division in the body but

that the members should have the same care, one for another. Whether one J‘E_HPEE

suffers, all the members suffer with it. Or one member be honored, all the members
pr — - i

rejoice with it,

Dot fot y, Bl Siphe — el B _,ZS«JWQ’L

7

¥
1t t & m‘ﬂ’ < e ¢
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The éimple}maning is clear that there be!no divisions. This organism, this
—-.H., R ——— "—-——___'_____,’—

body, this society of believers, they need to have the same care one for aﬁother.

One should have the same care for another member as it has for itself.
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When@ember suffers e members suffer. When one member is honored -
— = —

And all are inner-dependent

—
all the members are honored. All are int

~related

=
at the same time. Therefore, here~1s a united body with all the members bound

together. The body of C n - the living body of Christ penetrates every

point and every aspect of life,% the glory of God. This is the purpose of the

spiritual body of the church. There s a vast difference of course between the

various members of the body, and when on member suffers - then the whole body

,<> suffers. Qtirir_hgen walking with youg shoes off! and stepped on a thorn. e

And what happens when you get a thorn in your foot. Why your nerves send out

___‘gp_ils. And your body becomes active. Yourand your - s reach out

to remove the thorn. Youn(??EE}begin to water. Your (foicedbegins to complain.
P— e = =

The @?B) that_your body g:eét the impact of the wound.

Now, the (fellowship’ in the church.which is in the united body, is in caring one

for another. And it is illustrated here in the covering and the protection of the

-

weaker parts. And it is functioning happily in its appointed place. To preserve

the whole church.

The ég;;§L2511 never feel our penetration if we as the body of Christ do not.

know this meaning of fellowship and unity in diversity.
~ __— £ n \_5=’__—"x

N We need to . how to disagree without becoming disagreeable.
v _'_.-‘_.
= - ——

We become jealous of the gifts of others. And instead of covering the weaker
R L = ‘*”‘g“__“““““"*q

members for the protection of the whole, the first thing we like to do is expose

them. We cr{EES;ze, we 1295&3 we condemn.
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And very often elivers become disillustiqned because of the lack of
v s P g

Christian love and the lack of Christian fear.

ed out in ;hqﬂCh;;stian_church.

Too often the flames of loye have practically di

)
It_is.a Ghame)and a disgrace that many people go to aKéiiéaiég__g;ggg becaus

the church si over here and quarrels and bickers. While the body of Christ is
e church sigs y TaTIes e o=l R

being torn apart. And it becomes totally ineffective. Has the church forgotten
—

the secret. Of absolute fellowship in the midst of diversity.

Remember the

to all parts of the body - to the hand,
e — i

-—

it is feeging the stomach, and it is benefiting every part. In so doing, each

benefits itself also. The same applies to the pirit's)ministry to the bg&y.
It is involved in every Christian's care of his brethren. (:E}ggg_mgmhgz_snﬁfggg

- all the members suffer together.

> body - even the spirit. How pious does one feel

with a toothache.
It is with the church. Suffering of one is the suffering of all.

Remember he that loses his life shall find it, and quite often we hear people

say - [if Jonly I was Mr, So and.So - I_ggnld.dn_an_and7§o, in the church of the Lowd

Jesus. If I only had that position in the church. If I had his brilliance and his

=

possessions. Now Paul said nothing of that kind is to happen. He said the weakest
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and apparently the lowliest of the body is equally important to the functioning of

the whole body.

under the united body - we would say @)

@ eed to realize that we need each other. There is @such thing as i_soﬁl_at{ti‘g
— ————————— :g_—-a—* = i o R "

yourself in the church. Or to become so engrossed in one bit of work in the church,

and convinced that yours of the supreme importance. Regardless what the rest of the
church does. This is a tragic thing to happen. There are those who get so swept

up, in one little thing, in the church that they think - well now this is beyond all
else in the church. And they neglect to even criticize others. Who have chosen to

do other work. WNow if the church is going to be healthy in body, we need the work

of everyone.

other.

‘ N\
A ~se_3&_or5d_/thing here( we)ought to respect each In the body, there is no

-  ————
S

question of relative importance. If a limb, or any organ ceases to function - the

whole body is thrown out of gear.

It is so with the church.

Whenever you begin to think about your qgﬂpiggg;;ance.in the Christian church -

your possibility of doing Christian work is gone.

A.@Eéégzghing{ we!ought to symgathize with each other. If any part of the

body is effected - the other part ought to feel it.

We suffer in sympathy because we cannot help or do something. The person who cannot
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see beyond his own nose, he cannot see beyond his own family circle connection,

misses the real uniting force in the church.

backslidfng/ there are those who bring partial paralysis
'.' -

heall Life does not pass from the head to this

Yet through sin and

in the connection to the

member. It would follow them from this — when a church is to attain its best and
preatest activities, those things should be done wh;ch will restore the circulation
to any member, And when the circulation is feeble or interrupted, therefore, every
time you bring one back to ?Le joy of salvation - a back-slidden Christian = you

have re-established full connection between that member and the head.

There isy which compactness with gt‘r}g/;parts can be maintained when
this circulation is interrupted. There is a losing from Christ, the head. There
SEECUAREIOR 28 SRS

=

is a loosing from every part. 1f man commuicates with the Lord Jesus Christ in a

real way. he is profitable. Our Lord did not leave us free to to seek our own way.

Or_gggiggﬂhzﬁggf_gyn wisdom. If we follow man's methods - we will have things loose
,__‘?____—-—‘_‘ V—_

jointed. When it rattles - it moves. Wherever it carries a large number of members

— there will be no vital connection with the head.

We must somehow come back to this Heavenly principle. If we are to renew the
unity of the church. And if the spirit is to flow t;:;ugh our minds together and
to harmonize and to over come the grgft éroblems today. It simply loses life when
there is no light - there is no need for a candlestick. And the candlestick is

removed.

<@E§§ direction are you goingg- there is Eg_other direction for you. If God is

to be glorified in this 1d, he is to be glorified by the institution which he

has appointed. His church. He has designated and established it as a must.
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Our hope then for reaching men, our hope for saving men is through the living

body. And our connection with the head is the pointed way.

IV. CIFTED BODY, ¥ 27-31
—_—

Now(éééijcomes to make an application of this-truth as to the matter of spiritual
gifts and the body which he has illustrated with. Thaﬁ:iglghe_hnd¥_is_to be perfectly

healthy and function, it must be(doing(;hgﬂaﬂgggghinghthat our Lord Jesus meant for it

to do with Cod as the over sight.

Now ye are the body of Christ and members in particular. He states that when
sympathy is needed - we need to give it. It is not merely the duty of one Christian
to have sympathy with another. To suffer when he suffers, to rejoice when he is
honored. But such is his nature in relation that it must be so. Now this is truth,

Paul says, that we belong to Christ. Now, if you do not have this kind of sympathy,

if you do not belong to the body of Christ.

The time has not yet come when every believer shall have the same care for
another, as for himself. TFor the joy or sorrow. The idea is here set before us.

And blessed are those who approach this standard.

—

facy
étﬂggq— God has set some in the church, he says, as we unfold again some of
the gifts+
—_—

He gave some . What a variety of construgtion. He shows
—

what consists in the common 1;£§.g§ the church. That in the common body, prophets,

) this bod
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and men who sEoke for God through his spirit. God hath tempered the body together

and he hath set the members. have not chosen me but I have chosen you, and appointed

you that you should bear much fruit. Is there anything in the realm of nature that is

more wonderful than the human body.

The to be learned i%here spoken to us. That there be no sglg,

ﬁigﬁ no _rent in this body because he said, here are those that are sent forth to do the

work of a

n ontact (with Jesus. esus)never wrote a word on paper. le never a
rar i R

e.| At the head of everything he puts the apostle. Those who were
S

printed book.
e p—————

But the apostles were men who put his message down.

e

— — 7
It was said one time of (Alexander Whyt® after a service someone spoke. grﬁlafh;.me
(S o = p=
£

you preached today as_if you had come straight from the presence.’zPerhaps I did,

answered the man of God.

The man whom comes from the presence of authority, is God's man.

= Once again he said, teach us, Now it is impossible to exaggerate the importance

Who build up the conveﬁ%g that are won by the preachers and evangelists

When we think of this - it was a tremendous past.

"E Another gift Paul spoke about wasfhelpsl! These were people who went to minister
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to the poor, the orphans, the widows, the strangers. From the very beginning of

Chriag;gnity_this—was,ahggggpicg}Wth-ng;_ A man may not have the gift of a teacher.

But he can open his heart to others who need help.

He speaks again about \governments} literally means the work of a@@,‘fs pilot>
‘ ;m___ / ra - vy means. -\ &

Who steers the ship through the rocks to harbor. The people to whom Paul is referring
~ _ T e Sl Ll

are the people who earry out the administration of the church. It is essential work
£ o T - V‘

in the foregound of these lggggxs_and_£eachex§. But here in the background, there

are those who shoulder the routine, day-by-day administration.
v

0 o ifts. But
o offihe who do not have the necessary g_xrs u

God never does., @mﬂ;herefore points himself as a worker of miracles or a
0d never does imse 4

faitQ_Egglpr, then he is false. The only evidence that God intended, for the human

eye was for the faculty of vision. And the gifts that he has given to the church,

were given for a purpose. And all the body is not an eye nor an ear.

@- But cgvet earnestnessly the best gifts and I will show unto youé more

EfffllEEE_HEX) The best gifts. The more-useful gifts. The very different standard
A ———— i e e e ey

of excellence, I will show you an excellent way. Covet means tQ with zeal

- the more excellent way means something beyond comparison. Something beyond the way

is a traveled road. And @afs them stumbling along a traveled road and he says

L_uant to show you the best ?gy to get there. The way of(g?ristian love;r And he is

going to spend the whole next chapter telling them about that way.

—

-

Now we are familiar with the word

e pmT

In process of time, it came to

6tés. That is, a man with earnest desire. What would you
A4

consider the greatest honor that could come to you. And Why? Was a question that
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asked some young people once. He wanted to discover their

Am And I think it fits right in with this closing part. Covet desire -

the greater gifts. And it suggests here what one might desire. The true
ambitions of the church. We have ambitions - individual members need to desire

gifts as something for usefulness.

Now some of those young people answered this way. ﬁi;gt, the abilitz to help

those who are in need. What a great homor. The wounded, the weak, the crippled.

e

But let me say to you, thcf_e__g_h_a_t_g;met_ﬁﬂ.t_gif.t tonight there are chances.

everywhere that you can realize your ambitign and do not make a mistake about just

thinking about that ambition. Do not just sit down and wait for some great

opportunity.

nce. preached a sermon on the ife of Jesu ( As he went, as he he
————

passed gx_, as_he was in the waz)«nd hid/sermony, he showed how nearly all of the
were wrought as he was going some B%ace. As he was on his way, as
=7

HAVE
hgﬁggnt. Thank God for people whojambition to help.

Some young people said, we want to be able to win souls for Christ. Now knowing

that seems difficult but the chances are all about you. With that ambition - if
you will dare with courtesy, with naturalness, you can work. Others said we would
like to go if we knew about a distinet call to the mission field. Others said we
have an aEEEEEg&_Eg_glﬁggg_Qﬁ;igp. Others said we have the desire to hear Jesus

say at the end of life,( '"well done"z How inclusive that is. And yet it is searching.

We may rest assure that Christ will never look into our eyes and say "well done"




90

unless it has been well done.

Remember, in order for this to hag/en, you must be doing things well right now.

— —— X =

He said that he was moved by -rho wrote this : e s
ighest honos d _come to me would be to know t __M 5';14_::::—@€

iz -
g,razg. rs_are answered. » T know wi’%~ /LM Sa ¥ [ ‘Q’
mothers pray for and they M And he says I clea ’_ , 2 W“

I would like for all of my mot mothers _prayers for me to becom D 1’0r E,_—-’—*VLU
honor I want - that is a cherished ambition. Why not live ; J ;d _

toward it.

=
The 1

- >
Unless the gifts are used in a spirit of lo ) they ¢ S he )V'\ﬂr £z

— 7 : = <
is the most important thing of all. Now remember, the é @ }’W

It is the digs_ij;g_d'bedy. It is the uEiif‘cLho.dy—:\ And _‘Mﬂ;kﬁ

And if you have @t‘ne truth about the body, then

more to God. God's whole program hinges upon that. Tt m 02‘/ /W%n_

Christian - you are not simply to participate in the chur

A

few services now and then. @neans that you,are here in
: ) 5

penetration for Jesus, at any price, to bring the good ne
1

v

L

area of life in which you move.

Now that is @ossible within the church - wit}\l_in-
-V Y

Are you here in the name of Christ that you may be used i
by this great prineciple which we have tried earnestly to
Cod - is an organism. And gifts are bestowed unto the I«

i e
0f hie divine church.
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unless it has been well done.

Remwrha pen, you must be doing things m—a}l right now.

He said that he was moved by ho wrote this answer to his question.
.\‘ =

The Highest honox) that could come to me would be to know that in_my life(my mothe:
- e
g,raz_,grsﬁ a :e,_answered.? I know,_ﬂwmeuxu&%, he said. I know what

mothers pray for and they pray for us.

=

And he says I elearly understand.
T would 1like for all of my mothers prayers for me to be

lle said

297 %
come true, The greatest -_%" %’.g F]
—_— —= BE g~ s
. | @2 g;s
honor I want - that is a cherished ambition. Why not live toward it. And strive 512 2%
e T
toward it. eoEgs
TEe g
o] %“ﬁ %
AT
88 g0
Unless the gifts are used in a spirit of lo they are of little use. Love i e
‘ . | WA T — A
is the most important thing of all. Now remember, the ghurch) is the living body. "9 g%
. g ZE
1t is the diversified bedy. It is the united y= And it is the gifted body. S 4]
L/ﬁﬂ- _/—b-n‘d V""—d” o %5
e gl
. 9
=]
And if you have @s@the truth abqug;he_bodag then you will become infinitely ';é‘
more to God. Gowrg_tﬁ;t. It means that if you are a g
=3
Christian - you are not simply to participate in the church program, or to enjov a %
4
few services now and then. gz:heans that you, are hg;g,in_this_ma:lg}gp:_ghe total :

penﬂMfﬂls, at any price, to bring the good news of his life to every
area of life in which you move.

Now that is ossible within the churg¢h - within a fellowship with diversity.

Are you here in the name of Christ that you may be used in this way.

Are you living
by this great principle which we have tried earnmestly to unfold.

God — is an organism,

—

The church is of
And gifts are bestowed unto the Lordship of Christ himself.
0f his divine church.



