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THE BLESSEDNESS OF PERSECUTION

Matt. 5:10-12

The Sermon on the Mount gives us a great deal of insight into
s e S
character. Now we come to the B&atitude which deals with the conditioms.
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The other Beatitudes haves pointed up some of the great gqualities of the
e

e ——
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This Beatitude speaks of his ggpernal relationship and tells a

story of our Saviour's personal life,.

It is quite a story - step bz step — in the believer's heart when we
consider these qualities °f_33P99F.§E¥rits of meekness, thirsting after
righteousness, peegg;ggkiﬁg. A1l of these were found in the experience

of our Saviour.

Now all of these things are true if we ars Christians. And Jesus

here predicts the effect which this will have upon the world.
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He EEEIEBUOu about an/inevitable persecution. It is impossible for
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you to be like this without generating a grezat deal of hate,

What a picture this is, of the true Disciple, in the world and what
e —7 e

the wqgld.mili_da_tg;him. And what his wages will be. This is exactly
thd Jt;;usz- i
may be in your mind —@wants to be persecuted. You
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know it is mnatural for us toﬁggﬁzko be respectables, and have the good will
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The

of all people. It is really hard to see that there is a blessedness in

being different in such a way as to create enemies.
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- it would that Christians would create admiration.

By their kindnesses, by their hongsty, by their unselfish way of living.
i B - - ——
No wonder we often are puzzled. We ask ourselves questions, as to why
is this. Why doee this thing have to be this way. But the spiritual

law is unchangeable.
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V// I. Two Ways Of Settling This. .

|

We can either bring the world ug and everyone become Christian characters.

@_,second, we can -hristian charact dovn to the level of the world.
But it seems to me that ha is pointing out here that we ars persecuted because
of our hahits and they are not liked by irreligious men, Our principles are
different. A qﬁgg_ghxistian is a standing rehuke to the sinful conscience of

the world.

P//’ II. Why Are Christians Persecuted.

W

Those who practice the Christian 1ifs will not make men popular and it
— i i

will not give tham a rzal good opinion in the world. It may do just the

opposite,.

qggrdoes po; sayd hlessed are those that are persecuted beacause they are

obéfsgzgnable.
Because they lack wisdom,
they are a nuigangs..

Because they bring this on themselves.

(0]

Becaus



mailto:@..second,

Peter said, let no man suffer as a murgéyer, thief, and evil doer.

Now there are lots of people who ars in prison for political causes.

They were not popular in the Ezgg_gg_gbg_world and there is hate
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when)there should be love. And thereis quarrelling when they should be

)

friendly., And they are fighting when they should he peaceable. I used

to have a littlgjﬁ;;;:_;;;E?} that would always flop upright. It was
po— T

round on the bhottom no matter what position vou would put it in. Providing

you had a little short metal piege to slip in the mouth of it. Then you
could gzt it to lay down flat and do other tricks with it. But if vou did
not have that littls metal piece - regardless of the position, it would

always f%ip,back. And so it is with men in an unregenerated state. They

don' t 1iks to be upright and they always go back to their old position.

And they think that the Disciples of Jesus have turned ths world up-side-down.

When Jesus was trying to get this world right side up.
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We know that Christian's égg;g;s$ is a rebuke to the goé!&ﬁss - Christ's
ol i i i
disciples immediately went out to preach and\to teach. Aects., 17:6, '"These

that have turned the world up-side-down have come hither also." But as long

as(éatan?is leose and dominates the hgarts of mzn with evil passions, they

will always look upon Christians as a peculiar people. I Peter 2:9, 11, Our

1life and our hops is not of this world.

“”?EEZ;;;;:khey say that Christians areéc0unterfeit. This is another way

of persscution. You are going to have a struggle and thers is going to be
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suspicion. And you are going to have a battle against the powers and the
e . # ’
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rulers of darkness. So the darknsgs which hates -- and you can't help that

bzacause in vour nature, vour heart has been changed.



In the(§é§g§§3§1ace, it wi
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prove be persecution ou. He that takes up his cross and

follows not after me, is not worthy of me, Jesus said. Matt. 10238,

’>pr a burden, that will

Now a man does ngt put this on the_legg%’of his coat. UHe dozss not
put a sign on it, a wooden cross oOvVer his shotilder. Neo, igmeans that
a man is going to suffer reproach. Because of thz cross of Christ.
We are in Christ and people are going to persscute us because we are
in Christ. And Paul says that the world is going to crucify and his

1life - Gal. 6:14.

ﬁ%ggé% becausez of youq{?wn fault;g I think sometimes Christians

may bring persecution upon themselves in an unnecessary way. They

may have a bad disposition. They may be noted for their spap jﬁdggments

or their poor manners. And hz may think that he is being persecutad.
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But he is simply be opposed because of his lack of righteousness. Not
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for the sake of it. A person may behave offensively. HNow is‘ﬁ'ﬁ
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a credit to the Gospel. A shabby Christian is a poor advertisement,
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for Qhristianity. We must qgust in the 113' g Gogd. Agf ought to, be careful
Z)Zwb Vs Car~ | Wdﬁ( zz%—-/v
hat thef thing we arg being persecuted for is not jhe fanlt! df our ownm
- L4r2<zf;z;¢; %ip Yﬁblxxzéﬁfﬁ & ‘4L')bﬁ? Lok seorurd,

tgmper or our own lack of character. aw ﬂé\JM /
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Si¥t, persecutedfffor righteousness sake,) Jessus said, this would
4

come(Egzgzgglggﬁare servants of God. This is the distinction that makes
-——-__-_-

it easy for us to suffer. For a cause, a judt:=causs and for truth. For
-————'—7

righteousness sake. This is simply wonderful.

) martyrs who died as they were putting the flame to

them - felt this way. "I think they are casting roses before me', Another

martyr died saying, "I.was glad when they said to me, let us go into the
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house 6f the Iord". For he knew that soon he would be with God.
e

quiet steady beat. There was real peace.

k-

@) ou turn down c)ogk’ta_ﬂ%,and your friends make fun of you - when
gt i AL ? .-——-—-—-—-—ﬁ,,u

you refuse to go to some questionable place — and they call you a sissy.

Daniel had confidence that what he was suffering was for righteousness

sake.

ungodly man so dislikes is a search light of Christ's 1ife upon his heart.
F,—-—'—_‘—-ﬁ——~_;__————l

The influence of a Godly character upon thz hearts of the sinful causes

pain.

The us hurts the pride of men and women. For men and women

like admiration. They i&f_Eg_fgg}_ghat they are right all of the time.
.-—.———""*7

In all of their decisi and that all of their friends are the right kind.

But a man who is paying the price to live for Jesus will do away with envy

and jealousy.

He is( just)in all of his ways. Now I don't think that Jesus meant for

us to give a negative influence., It should be a Eggigiye effort. So the

——

real source of hatred is deeper than on the surfacz. The hatred exists

betwzen Satan and the lord Jesus Christ.
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pﬁ/// IT1I. What Is, Persecution
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Now when we consider what persecution is, and the

know that it takes on the form of words. There is thf the serpent.
BT ' .
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Y7111l suffer from thelwords,~unkind words}gpat ars said about us.

Sometimes the storiss are passed around as others seek to bring harm to us.

¢
Vot Shavdn - Joloe Lia) -~
- z/S?;a::ond, they will take the form ofgacts and dee@g%;}During the reign of
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Charls , men suffered. 800 Quakers suffered for their raligion and their
= e —— 7

faith. lggggggﬂggugds_was extracted from the group in payment for fines for

conscience sake.
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3. Third, vit will be taking the form oi?ﬁnputation of evil., 1 do not think
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that we should shrink from it., If we live.clese-te-Jesus~Ghrist, ‘J,;rai"én};g;;l

et

'_allmTﬁTFeFu?f evil., They do so by(épgg&éggingloqr_motives. They

misreprasent our actions. They c%;gulate maliciou§datories about us. The

impute to

nearar that you live to Jesus Christ, the more certain that this is to be true.

If men called Jesus,fy ] think of what they will call you. They

sy

will call you the same.

I think the

cime that we need to defend our character is when there

e e —— -—- 7 s

is some in .Christ. Otherwise we can be content to looss

our character, respect - for these reports have circulated, these stories and

unkigg#ggrds. Wz can immediately tyzrn to our magter and tell him that we are

content to suffer with him and for him.

T ORrE LR

Now pezggggfigg_may‘étﬁibe in the same form in every generation. Different

times iﬁjﬁistorﬁlthere have besn different kinds of pzrsecution.



For example, there was a time when Christians were put in agena with

There was a time when they were rned akt. ake.

At other times, by slander and poison-words by the. Somstimes
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by the public. f = NJT,‘rp:-l{_/\
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WhvJ/do Christians suffer ve 1ittle today. Now here is another question

» o O o o e . - i pale e g

for you to ponder, I will not go into de! t this, hut I read a story

abOuwﬂeﬁ;_ﬁome of his buddies began to ridicule

him. And they poured s;;;ﬁ;3?*§ggg_pn him one day. The whole company stood

—
o

e’the of fender raceive a anting. After the

—

in silence, expecting to

converted prize figHter took off his clothes, wi@qﬂ:gff:f&ﬁzth_goup he said,

isy what I e ted when I became a Christian.

It may be that the{rzason’Christians today know wery little about

persecution is because they(?ESQ)very 1little about living the Christians
- adisNm RS, o
life,

Fifth, the/ promised)bless s, We next take up the blessedness,

That a Christian man's blessedness does(ﬁEE:ﬁepend on the accident or

—

on somebody else' = . It does not depend upon the fact that others

have died at the stake, Here is a two-fold fulfillment because it seems

to say, this\persecution as a result of character will bring Christians
assurance of the Kingdom of God. Here is joy that will be there throughout

the world.

as Fulleli aid that churches during days of pWed to
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build high. Men are blessed when they are flying high.

The real blessing to their hearts and lives will come.

First, pqSEEfEi;y1tisfacxxuga{;assurggggi> This is evidence in the

sincerity of our religious faith.

Szcond, the(éonsolatib that we are following Christ, when persecution

—

comes is a promised hlessing.
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Third, we share the[simpathie;)of God's people. We ars in a great group
—— e

because we have joagngmLﬂlgggg_B;gphezawof God.

Fourth, we will have great rewards in lieaven becauss of this, That is
righteousness sake — the reason why we suffer. Rom. 5:3, James 1:2, For the
sake of Jesus we are doing this suffering. When we take our place beside
Jeremiah and Daniel, we are associated with soms of ths greats - Stephen,

Silas, Acts 52:2,

IV. What Does This Persecution Do For Us
ﬁ

and use that as a back-drop. And usually

jewels are displayed with some hack—-drop. They did not just put tham out

ovay clear gléss. They use a back-drop to show you something of the beauty

and the sparkles
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We think o

nd Silas in prison. They gans. That was the back-

drop.
Fangymbg;;z;ﬁ whose spirit was a glow even witggggzgxgg_gg,aa&.
SERS t s > e e s sa

Thornton Wilder said, without your wounds, thers would be no powar,

The very angels of Heaven could not pursuade ths wretched blundering men of

this earth to live a righteous life,

the martyr said, welcome the cross of Christ. I feel no

pain in the fire. Than if I were on a bed of down.

Another great martyr kissed the stake, Ilwould not relive my life but

change it for better.

Second, it ddentifies hs with Christ. Now this is tangihle proof in ths

world that you are on the right side., When men shall hats you and forsaks

you.

Paul said,

time are not worthy

comparsd with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Romans 8:18, 19,
o =S = Pt Cr o e et ——
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If we suffer all of our lives, it will be just a short time iIn comparison with

sternity. You shall be heirs of a great estate.

Think of the th;&a‘%ebrew childrenarho identified themselves with God.
=g

Walked through a firey furnace., Daniel 3:25, And the Son of God was walking

with them. In your suffering and time of persecution - do you not feel his

great presence.
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Third, heingérocessa%%g; Heaven. I think it is very much like

growing children. Sggggrigg the pain, the persecution that a Christian
goes through. This is the great secret of heroces of faith. Abraham looked
at a city. Now the Christian does not think only of today. The non-

Christian thinks of the world and today. He is not interested in Heaven

or Hell.

The Christian thinks of the end. Moses could look to the future beyond

- when his body would be changed. And there would be no sorrow nor tears.
How often do you think of Heaven, Does it cause you any rejoicing.

The Christian does not resent these things. There w

;UWho lost

his wifg, his job, his fortune during. the Depression. One day he walked by

a church that was being built. He watched the group. One man_was_chistling

on a triangle iece of stone. Hes asked, what is that for. He says, you see,

g A
that place way up on tor of the church — well, I am sggaégthhis down here
’_\_‘——P_'—_.;—a'
Tears filled his eyes. He walked off. God had
2 —— i (R

God was saying to him, I am shapip

God is going to make him perfect.

Congratulations. DBecause of psrsecution.



