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THE BEST YEARS OF YOUR LIFE

I Thy servant, fear the Lord from my youth.
.__—--w:al-—"'"——'/"*

There are some, no doubt, who would questlp exa tly the period in life

maklng up the time of Spportunity, of e, of choice, as well as the time
Gl L
that seems to he the ffﬁost delightful. a% o) 9l Sl A_
,aﬁtmmaming/of&’ompﬁegk I wish to dlrect mv message W d&%—‘/‘(q—
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(Life will never again pack so much happiness into so little time.

e.
Thrills colorful pazr des games even examinations i
7 : 7 } 4 }l Sk f- . \

Wemyry is quicker in youth than afterwards. s Y
it
S (E Carlylei— as I grow older and I am now on the brink of eternity, the more
7

comes bhack to me the first sentence of the catechism which I learned when a

child - what is the chief end of man? To glorify God and enjoy him forever.

{\
Make the best of these years.

Dr. leo K Bishopi said after his survival from the attack upon his life by
- SO ~ - v - =

. Y
a Negro tgggggg_ggggﬂbent on robbery, that today's youth do not cherish that
_’_\P—_._V

heritage which is being handed to them.

The values of youth - thrift, industry, initiative are not a real part of

their lives.

— Extravangence, once considered a vice has become ¥irtue.
aﬁﬂéﬁéugﬁﬁgxy A 7
Hard wgﬁg, aggressiveness has given way to take it easy.

Desire for security repla/ced for a dgm_gg___inglg_p;_g_lﬁance.
Little regard for patriotism, intergrity.
Thof a young man - spoken by adiah)}to the prophet Elijah.
/ pr—— E= oy | =
\fifuuring cruel _1;

Heavens shut iand it rained not for 3 years 6 months. Drought - famine.
\} lhad=c~|§t off the prophets of the Lord — Obadiah interceeded. Hid 100

,/prophnts of the Lord in caves and fed them bread and water.




badiah)came face to face with Elijah, recognized, sent - tell Ahab,
L'?ﬂ'ﬁ

. & . f’

Elijah is here. He not believe - Elijah wanted to go into the King's presén62§

He said he did not know about this - I fear the Tord from my vouth.

~—-:£;;b I. First —lﬁhink of EstimationﬁsoﬁfPlacesippqn Youth;]z
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W
Janylcommandlof God.

3 v/ i
V’REomises - Youth - Those that ¢ early shall find me - search as one

S R

searches for wisdom.

2 i
yEntreaties - Invites, come ye children, harken unto me. I will teach you
o ‘-—_.————-'-_.
————— .1

to fear the Lord.

y Warnings —?RﬁjEEEE:QELAEEHELJﬁ¥}’ in Thy vouth, and let Thy heart fear wi¥
'ﬁjawét Fiomne Nee Fuwss
Ne+ Tyl Nov, €33,
— To~ had as T/3
Examples T+ m\‘,‘l;-(- be WwWws< b

David - Friend of God while he tends his father's flocks.

walking in Thy own way.

Samyel- Little child in midst of corrupt.age and deggggzgggﬂg;égsthopd is
i

favored with message from heaven - God addressed him!’

Obadiah -/I fear the Lord from my youth up.

King ﬂosiah.— lgggaars old — devoted to cause of God. At 2Q_a_§piritua1
veteran. Abolished high places.

Jeremiah -|Set apart before born.'

S ———— N -

Danie&:— captivity - young - made impression for God.

John Baptist - filled, spirit wfrom Birth.

Tim - knew Scriptures from a child.
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G°d(££§§E§>Y°“th toward Heaven.
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adivorablesclimate plus intelligent Lilling will,
L exceptions, produce good grain and fruit. An
occasional bad plant or instance of “underdevelopid fruil may
occur, but these instances are almost negligible in comparison
with the abundance of good, wholesome products.

The soil and climate. in which wil

] il children,
the_fruit of marriage, are the character and

with the fewes

_marriage, are the te atmosphere_of the
‘__qu_;_nf.‘_il_t_l}?pgh the impact of the makeup of the home may have’
been expressed in more technical, sociological, and psychological
terms, it has never been expressed more meaningfully than in

| this statement’ which has appeared fwidely in bulletins, maga-

zines, and newspapers:
“If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn;
& If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight;
|
|
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If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be _s_ﬁy;,

If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty;

If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient;

Il a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence;
If a child lives with praise, he learns to_appreciate;

If a child lives with fairness, he learns Jjustice;

If a child lives with security; he learns to haye faith;

Il a child lives with approval, he lens to like himself:

If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, he learns to find love in

!

the world.

N

Dr. Charles Wahl, an eminent professor of psychiatry, is re-
| ported by Associated Press to have made this significant declara-
tion in a Los Angeles address: “Personal maturity and the capa-
city to love and work are primarily developed, not througi} socio-
logic factors directly, but through a loving and secure relationship

within the biological famile> . _
Two parents whose son was being tried for a series of das-

tardly crimes said to a reporter: “We can’t understand why he \/g
%d these hgs. Ry ;‘j(--.“ a ' wiante l
(It is entirely possible that they did just_that, hat—they-—did—
YooLgive bim erything he ed in ch_agg‘gqfldg\{c_lo_lpmgpl.jl‘ he
home which does not have genuine character strength is & poor

d
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prospect for producing children of strength and joy. ‘ ‘
Since the two people who will determine the quality of home-
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Youth is a period of dgpendegge and ought to become vears of holy living.

Paren t,si are instrum

}A}%V/\/Ihey have had e:_qzeziaase_ni_th.life. Youth sometimes resents advice.

] earn from authority and from experience of’sthers.
———t

tender years and direct our steps.

i

e A D e..or across country —(folly) to refuse the advige
3'_ - of” others who have taken the trip. Say, I mus}aleam by experience. I must

e my own life.

L Pa}‘_e,nts, teache-rs nreach.ezq have a right to advise vouth.

g _men and took advice of younger men - made

great blunder quskgd his Kingdom.,

Never forget the impertance of leﬁgging from the experience of those who have

already had experience facing the dangers, privileges and opportunities of life,

¢/ N
S @prof. Ed. N. Y, Un. There was a crisis A946-56 ) Adolescence

had gained knowledge. Curiosity, political insight, more concern for the present

E TS e s

. 1&5&...9&%9?}11 for the future, less respe?;:t for adults. TFeeling that young

‘ Pl
PEQP;g_EQ:@,.,s_uyﬁri_°r-

Exactly as ohesi = l\nowledge increasing printed word surround us. yw
Reinforced by T. V, radio. - - ////:waiiwu
Substitute - Little wisdeg that comes down from above. Schools. are se:;IEE%;ed. ;:;?
Most youth aspire mostly toéaterig &E.m Wink at morals, self-
centered.

17 said this "cool generation' have beco X house lants, Rather compro-
= - w,\;;-s—‘-'- _ R, ITL ”g—-ﬂ&;,_ﬂ i P
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s resisted braig:—washmg during Korean
““'_dh-‘o—_.
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conflict.

Wisdom of parents plus knowledge.



IIT. Third,| Youth Is A Great, Time_FgEJUgg;glnesgg_

Obadiah.

B. Gillan - Denver
_— N Rt 7 o

Often hear.;eenagers complain ﬁhat ve ¢ 0,/where can we go.

[
)ﬁégé. /"Gomhgmg#ggng the storm windows, paint the woodwork, rake the le§yes,
mow_the. lawn, wash the car, scrub the floor, help the minister, the red cross,
the Salvation Army, visit the sickt the poor,, study youi lessons, and when you
are through, if you are not too tired, read/a book'",
Your parents { not owe vou enterd

every minute. The world does not owe you g living..

bh.(EEZ}owe it _your E;Ee, talents.
5 =) _

't owe you recreation

You are supposed to matur% enough to QEPept the responsibility) yvour parents
have carried for vyears.
They have nourished, protected, excused, and tolerated you.

They have denied ggggfg;ves comfort so that you could have luxuries.

4;; (Tow )- some may not like that kind of medicine. But teenagers cap,hgﬁu%gful,

if you will take up the cross and deny your self.

Evegz man is related to his fellowman.

e

e eV

Egyernational 1nc{EZ§??- world Congress of Youth in(étockholﬁ?

Group young pgdople traveling to Amste 'am.

(Pullman car re;;;;ZEISEE“\ Number of Dutch pe opls standln%) vestibule.

Youth crowded into)é_gf_&_ggg;iggg and offered the last section to those standing.

Not want to accept. Intgrpreter explained they were welcome.

Opened a box of candy and passing it around - back to the Dutch people.

Next day - leading newspaper, Amsterdam story of Baptist College Students. Pullman

car that they had paid for - shared the space - shared candy witqi;otal strangers
w_u__;f_

f T

Gigg}asdiﬁfe;gp;.world it would be, the reporter said, if all people were like

these Baptist College Students from Southern state of the U. S. Sharing-instead

of seeking return.



-

Chrigs}ggpyoqu peqp;e had something to share - can be useful.

amaela

He can be useful, man who works, serves, to save the youth of today is one

of the most important task before us as parents and churches.

Serve God with Thy best daés and not with the dregs.of them.

%enlg sin unashamed.
-:_ Story - Méther washing, at the well —— seized with terror -

']

rushed in save feather bed a:nd faw que_r.ﬂ‘/r‘ in her madness (forgot)’her own baby and

the child burned to death. No harm saving featherbed, saving these half worthless

things sheﬁo;;:\} the primary.

In our interest we become blind.

g to be saved against

Tides of 1nf1de11ty, vi EF power against Swg, profane sws;ar1pg
b{éﬂb@l‘h intemper%nc s gamb ng.

(Take )away Christian rﬂstra{;;;:s and your son and your daughter are liable to

become curses.to.their parents, scourges to _t:rgg;zorld

Becoming a Christian in yvouth.

I thought about becoming an atheist. He wrote.a friend shortly

before his death But he said it was %g_ ) ionjof my mother when I was a

-
little child, who is now a Mn that saved me.

(Shelused to make me kneel by her/side, and then taking my little hands in hers,

/]
taught me then to say "Our Father, which art in Heaven'.

g ir Geor oe Williams ¢ founder of ¥__ M. C. - youngest o@ poor Sgarm;rs)

family. Left school at s 'Debate; in family %h‘he would be equal to becoming a

Lammel),
Settled one day, George way home load of hay, the haw, horse, and William
—— st

twembled into the diteh.

Sent to watlk at drgﬂEer's shop.

Church, knelt back of shop. Yielded life to God.



4. To develop courage.

In contemporary life parents need a very real courage to stand
by convictions for child-rearing which are imperative to rearing
children with strong character principles. So many other parents
will not stand firmly by those same principles, and this creates
the situation in which the children of the courag’eous ones may
pressure their parents to “be like Johlmy s parenls

Surely, you have ze
spiringly delightful @asticlesWosl
licking sense of mock criticism, but of infin .
for that mother, the writer of the picce pnluh'd oul that her
mother had the courage to rear her children by the wisest ideals,
despite what the other children’s parents permitted them to do:

! . . . .She
msmtedﬂut ﬁwemdwed begom ror an hour, that we would be gone

one hom' or less. .

he(h. learn to cook aad all sorts of cruel things.,. . . She always insisted
*on our :mﬂuém. the M&mﬁxand nothing but the truth. . . .
- : of a car for us to come runrung She

embarrassed us by n nd friends
get us. ... While my friends were dating-at the mg

@ 'to let me date unul I was 13

‘ e
past-in.a.giot, and a mlllmn and one things that our ~
friends did. . . . She made us grow up l_nto God-fearing, educated, honest

Jdults.
ANONY! %riter who composed this delightful
ncluded it with these challenging words: Using this as a
background, I am trying to raise my children. 1 stand a little
taller and 1 am filled with pride when my children call me mean.
You see, I thank God that He gave me the meanest mother in
the world. :
+The x4 | tey which carried the foregoing
ucie. added this e |onal gomment: ¢ isp | would sava
: 1L nec : 8 /it needs more_‘mean.
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God gave wisdom - founded Y. M..C. A. which has girdled. the globe.

Behind - buried with honor St. Paul's C dral ~-Tondon. He did not leave.

TN T e

God out.

———

You some day stand by bedside of a brother, sister or follow your Father to the
grave, or wipe thgdggldmgygg;fgfudeath from an expiring Mother.

Has the parental help. 1ed vou t%_;god - can you lean-onthe arm-of Christ when

N s

the storms roll in.

Every youth is exposed to the shaft of death - some go to an early grave.

' s ad ¥
~MWWL %}Ww;ﬁdr

bﬁ?é;;hz

. &obtst 5 of ~a young man without God. Instructed by his parents, conscious,

Fourth Rememher Youth Filled With Peril,

Therefore it éégzzgznot‘pqgégiéigéééié;L

Diﬂgggg,comes osed to death.

tells the truth, trembles at death - turns pale at thought of the cross. Refuses

his lips, alarmggﬁhim, soon follows all vice - enemy of God.

Bible says good for that man 1if he had not been born.

.,” e _— . "
Obadiah said to prophet 8! ] I tell the King.
@11 you reject another message of the King.

Cod will send another message e£ the pale horse named death will come!

i " Aansyer will

= (Statesman Esreporter to interview — interested in account of his disease.
= ST R e R ATE lh'k‘-u_.,_-w.‘y-‘

My dear sir I am suffering from an incurable disease - what disease - old 1 age.
i caa ke i

S b P S

Decay, failing powers. Think of what you might have been. Now a failure. 01d

age without God.

<;;\ Youth haiigggs, old agg memory.

Cardinal Wolsley = If I had been falthful to my_ kiqg, he would not have
- -

forsaken me in my old age.
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I. WE ARE ALWAYS ON THE BRINK OF
POSSIBILITY!

_ You are pulled beyond what we would define as “pov-

* erty” if you have no possibilities before your lives at this

 moment. If wearealive, there is usnally a possibility avail-
able fo us! The children’s choirs have a song that they sing,
and as they sing they are saying:

« .. T'ma possibility!”

Every child is a possibility! 1f you want to look into the
face of the future, look into the face of a child.

LB

i oualked about that in herp 1/ “On the
e0Of Mornin, " which she read at the inauguration of
esident Clintor, She says, in that poem, that “the horizon
: ! . e
: f 7 With enough courage, she said, the pains 0
the past need not be repeated, for:

‘There are alwa ssibﬂiﬁgﬁ}ggfqm_

areé parents or grgg’_g yarents, it may be you best: o%g ortu-
il in how you relate to your ldren

_nity to impact the y
and to your grandchildren. When I get away from the flux

and fury and fhe involvement of things for the summer with
some perspective and some new daily opportunity to read,
to write, and to reflect, I look at this church with some dis-
tance, and I come up with the same staggering thought ev-
ery year: what possibilities we have as a church . . . and as
a people! My great dream is, somehow or another, to un-
leash for Christand for his glory, all of the possibilities that
are inherentin this talented and multi-faceted congregation.
Just think, for example, of the impact of our people possi-
bilities. We have as of today 11,100 members, and when
you add to that number 2,400+ children - that's 13,500
people. That is more people than live in Moultrie, Georgia!
When you begin to bring down the categories of people, it
gets even more interesting:

NN
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who are “Unidentified. WIT IO ST, DT o —

aren’t known to us. Thathappens in various and sundry ways
- we can’t read your handwriting, you don’t tell us anything
about you, you put “BLD.” What does that mean? We want
to know who you are! The people possibilities of this church
are immense.

When you think of all of the possibilities we have before us
and around us, it just makes you want to get up and do some-
thing! It makes me want to live long enough to see all of our
possibilities come true. Now, that will not happen for you or
for me, and we will have to wait, work, and observe!

Ilove the story of the little girl who walked nextdoor where
one of the neighboring farmers was selling watermelons at a
roadside stand. When she picked out a huge watermelon that
she liked, the farmer said, “It will be $3.00.”

The little girl said, “I've got only thirty cents!”

The farmer pointed to a tiny melon in the field near the
road and said, “How about that one?”

She was delighted and said, “1'1l take it!”

But then she added, “Would you please leave it on the vine.
Il come back in a month to get it!” (3)

She had e for the possibilities! Faith Popcorn, the
originator of the Popcorn Report, has been reported as saying
that western civilization is in decline because . . .

.. . for the first time in intellectual history, we are
more inclined to think that something is finished, than
that something new has bequn. (4)

I'love the story of Beethoven, who in the latter years of his
life, hearing impaired, spent hours playing a broken harpsi-
chord. (5) Why was he playing a flawed instrument? It was
because he was still believing in the possibility that out of that
broken instrument, beautiful music could be found. We are
always on the bring of possibility - in your life and my life
and in the life of this church.




Robert Browning

;"Grow 0ld along with me!
f The best is yet to be.
Q The last of life
For which the first was made,

Our times are in his h

Who saith

Youth = / A o / \! j‘,' PHA 2 ra FF_?—(A—v )
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tried to render t}
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Robert Browning

,”Grow old along with me!
i

| The best is yet to be.

|

/ The last of life
For which the first was made.
Our timeeg are in his hand
Who saith a whole I planned,

Youth shows but half:

Trust God; see all nor be afraid."

There is more to life than the grave. Remember now Thy Creator.

o

7Charles Di;kens once addressed a letter to his son Henry while in college,

2t lurty

e

advising him to sgggﬂgpt_oﬁmdgbt. "I must strongly and affectionately impress
upon you the priceless value of the New Testament and the study of the book
as one unfailing guide in life. Respect it and bow down before the -Saviour:
and you cannot go very wrong and will preserve your heart true.
morning. ”

These things have stood by me all through my life, and remember that T

tried to render the N. T. intelligibly to yvou and loveably to vou when vou 3

were a mere baby. And so God bless you".
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