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TESTING YOUR DEEDS

Matt., 6:1-7

Our consideration is the sermon on the moqg} and we continue through

the matter of inwardness and the new motive in religious deeds. The
S —_—

beginning of Chapter 6 we have a word ofﬁﬂifgjng.(:i}ake heed" } lurking

7

in our path there is the ever-emphatic earnestness that he is no
. P

alarmist but he quEE_Ehem to ]1SEEU to him reverently as he talks
to them about their quds and their prayer and their fasting.

(fiﬂt?e 1ipt1e boys)were talking. One said, “My_ﬂgééy is ak a 1EEX$§{/
and I can get my 1gggl_gﬂvice for nothing." And another said, "Well,

my daddy is a docton{land I can get my medicine for nothing." The

third said, "My daddy is a preacher, and I can be good for nothing."
Now, this evening, I want to talk to you about the matter of rewards
By, A 2?1rud9 N LaY E)zrwuuj?7L°v5_

n the Christian 1ife and what does the Bible say about Christian

- L3 & :—“__.—-\_.-‘ - -
sacrifice and service. We have already (discovered the kind of Tife

in which we are not to retaliate and we come now to what some of the

people kkxemg thought in that day about the three great wximx virtues in

religious

the gkxisxian 1ife - alms giving, prayer, and fasting. (Is) there iz any

profit in giving money? (Is)there any profit in praying? gs?there any

profit in the disciplines of fasting? Jesus would answer "Yes" there is



tremendous personal profit in serving Jesus. Whoever gives a_cup of cold
—

water in his name shall be rewarded for it. In the final judgment, he said

all people would be rewarded or punished according to the ways which they

used their lives.

Now this matter involves the faithful contributor and the faithful

worker in a church. TheGiEﬁéﬁFyou give could be used for something else.

The time) you spend at church could be #f devoted to personal pleasures.

Let me assure you that you are youL;ira/e, nor your money that you

give to your church and to your Lord. God will reward you for serving him.

Now, the aytthat ou_wi for your ggg%;ce and for your

money will be on the{Basis of your motiyg;7in the eyes of God and your

fellowman. We must serve without any thought of reward.

I. Alms-giving, V. 1-4

V.!l é "Take heed that you do not your alms" - this would be better
e

éiirans1ateé) “that you do not vour(;ighteousnesgi>- "before men to be seen of
——— ) ——l

them." Otherwise you have no reward of your father.

in V. 1 is righteousness or religious deeds in general. Now,
= / h 7

take heed to(E;;a}this in your mind in reference to the matter of your deeds.
- W

(EEE!fifﬁfigOing to do good is assumed, for vital Christianity is impossible
7 S = —_— -




without service and without doing something.

The man who lost both himself and(his talent )in the Bible - it was

ot that he had misused his talent, but because he had(Tot used it at all.
—_—

K The that was cleansed of evjl and became seven-fold worse

than it had ever been before wa Qgﬁ}because it had rushed into sig, but

because there was g@ggigg§§_ig_1%§e.

Thethat bore nothi_rjg but leaves was blasted. Now, if we

take for granted that every Christian will be a wg;ker, he will want to
A

serve and he will want to do good for his Lord.

And what he is setting out here is thggf;;?\motive test. He said

when you come to gi!fizggr_glms(ﬁefore meﬁ} well then he says you have no
s i
other reward.

The positive quality here is that you are not to do this to be seen

of men. Wkenxuexgex This is the@ﬁ;;Dfrom which we get our XRa "Theat%r" -

a religious show. It is difficult to believe that the Pharisees literally
cafrjgg_EELJJLEL;£33;1314111%QQ to be seen of men, but this is the picture
of the CBristian 1ife in this worll in the presence of God and in active

submission to him. Now xsxix this is a,gﬁ;;;;g\of how you going to live, and
» /

the thing he emphasizes is that you are goipg to be Tiving in the presence of
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becomes a Christian all of his problems have vanished and then - ( A

man will have his snares and his pitfalls and Tife will be beset by problems

as he works out his need in the Kingdom of God for service. The Christian

should always be CEiggggé;ﬂijﬂEﬁLlﬂﬂBfQ{)not that he may want to commend

ion, and this

himself. Now the
is the contrast that Jesus is teaching to the Pharisees and the Scribes -

that of Practical Christian 1iving, and he is going to lay down the general
principle in these illustrations which he gives. A]@E:g%;1ng, praying and

fasting.

The delicate nature of the Christian life is always a matter of
...-.____________——’

balance. He tells us to[iet}our light shine beforeﬁﬂhmthat they may see
T &

/

our good works. And efre) he says take heed that you our_ri ess

before men just to be seen of them. Now this is %R 60b}a contradiction. The

Christian is to(live) in such a way that men looking at him and seeing the

quality of his Tife wauid wgufd glorify God, not glorify him. He must also

remember at the same timeﬂi?is not to do things in order that he may attract

attention to himself, he must d not desire to be seen of men. And therefore,

(o L e i

this is a searching quesion. (igke heed'/ he says. In other words, you are;ﬁptB

1x{fglipgp,alms just before men; that is, youépui some of the best goods in the



SQEEEEEF’ in the window, when back in the gggrggnnm_ynu_haue_nnly_iunk.

And this is the temptation of religion, to do it for show before men.

_!;1:)- he tells us we are tempted to do this<5utward1§>

Some do this to acquire a reputafjpn. These men with their rich

vestments and their alms and their prayers could not mortify self. But
with
they build up themselves in great reputation fmx their charitable deeds
o) > .

and at the same time they took advantage of others.

Now!Judag)was one of these people. He had built up so great a
7/

reputation that(ﬁaﬁézgf his fellow-disciples gugiiggﬁthat he was about to
e

betray his master.

There are é?gg;g)with sincere and transparent motive who begin

to serve and love God,(bui&as the days pass, they discover that they are

regarded as saints, and they become proud of their pogj;jgg which they have

accomplished and of their reputation. /Ad they call attention to self.

0p1e tithe faitth/ly. Now @esus)said they sound a trumpet.

g

Now it is difficult to(EéééEEElﬁ_mgg_just kepfxf before he made an offering

’

¥

to sound qﬂ;rgmggf; Just before he a beggar a coin. Many tithe.

faithfully out of their small salary and never get credit for itf;;;;;:;g)

Other people make a (sizable gif ngﬂﬂand then and in fact it may be well




advertised. The name of the giver may be in the community newspaper, some
gl == L

drive on. As one fimnexa(financial secretaryl_ffjftngij@%;Or, "Without
—_— — -

calling any names that keeping books for the church was a strain &X on his

faith - in man, not in God."
_ J ohs NS 10 O
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Now what /Christ) forbids is not giving publicly but giving to be

seen of men. It is the motive that matters, not the manner. A public
. - _—

e

offg%}gg, a public drive for charity or_gg%ggn is_not condemned in this
: o -JLJL&EL—~f§ L .

passage of scripture.

( H;mgggg_gnce said, "It's bad enough to be what you is, much less
e _—_——7 .

try to make out like you is somethjggfwhat you ain't."

Now, the old(play actor) was shrewd of putting his best ig}jront

and this was to get a reputation for himself. And this was used in the
— —

Gec 1n

'
matter of. religion.

.
They were hypocrites. They were interpreters, actors, they were

wearing a mask.
Now the hypocrite had /his r;;;;;\ ‘fi£££> the praise from men.
nyposrite hac s reverc} Ersty the p s
S W
C/Secondg he had a constant realization that he really deserved no praise.
—— ‘_‘_7

And(third, an ever-present featfihat men will find out what he really is.



And fourth, the unpleasant knowledge of future judgment which will reveal

the true state of all men.

When hypocrites act their part that they may have glory of men,

they get precisely what they wanted and no more. Thewere trai from

the earliest days to be merciful and charitable. According to the laws of
pp——— e

(}Moses% they were to be liberal to the poor, and this was reckoned as a part
, 7

Py

of religious du{y toward God. The rophets never forgot to urge the people

to g1vwgd to the hungry. There were a row of wh1ch stood in

the temple courts to receive the offerings of the worshippers. And appointed
i B

officers)collected mone for the poor of the town, but in our Lord's time men

gave their money to secure merit with God and admiration from men. They

displayed their charity at the doors of the synagogue where beggars congregated

and all who passed by could see.

< Mrs. Judson’in her account of the first Burma convert says, " A few

days agg_I was reading with him the sermon on £k% the mount; he was deeply

impressed and unusually solemn. 'These words' said he 'take hold of my very

heart. They make me tremble. Here, God commands us to do w everything in secret

For in his native land
iative lan

not to be seen of men. How unlike our religion this is."
_“___-__-_______-——l———_‘
r g

when they made an offering, they made a great noise with musical instruments that
s o 1€a

P



others may see how good they are, but this religion makes the mind fear God.

This is the dedicated nature of the Christian, and h

now that the Christian is going to go 1ntofhﬁﬂ§ng, but he has an ultimate

choice. He is always going to make a choice to please God, and thinking

about himself and other people will be second.

The supreme matter?iszgg_ggglige his relationship to God. Our Lord

put it Tike this: "wg should realize that our supreme object in life should

be to please God - please him in everything, in his whole life. He is to

remember that he is alwasys in the presence of God." "Thou God sEEk seesi

me." He sees our hearts. fthexxperpie He knqyg_gg;_hg%;ts.(iather people do not.)
Now, you caanégeive theﬁ) You can pe[§gggg_%gem. But God knows your heart.

V.!3 >~ There he says something about &our !g;t hand. Now, you may
justify yourself before m but God knows what's on the inside. There is a

better way of living, and there is a holier way throughout the whole of this day.

Jesus was saying the Christian ought to do everything and make an attempt to do

this as though it was done under the eyes of God. That's what the psalmist meant.

"Whi ther shall I f& flee ixnmxxhny'ﬂgmljiuL£§3§§EEgz“ He knew that he wazix was

in the presence of God.

He talks about doing this in secret and getting a reward. They



Now this is a(ég@@gggia] wori)as ke though you mark a receipt when payment

is made in full. Now Jesus said when your alms-giving is important, you must
_______,___.———-'_'!

p(EEEJEE_lg, but dgg_E_ﬂl!E_lL_gs.ﬁ_dlsn%ﬁy. Butsﬁé%ﬁ your fathetvsnx sees you

i /
in secret he x% is going to reward you in full ',EEQEEZ; Now the reward that they

had sought as ke before men, they had already received it. They had been paid in

Fulil.

This is a moshf;ascinatifgﬂgg§§gg;)0f scripture as he talks about k the

kingdom person, the kinddom man, tﬁg_gﬁziggigp. "Take heed that you do your

righteousness not before m%p." (@E&}is thought of as a righteous God and what

he had been doing for these people was in the way of right;;;;;;;;R:\ﬁﬁ‘delivered

them from Egypt, he delivered them from‘Elggggxi he delivered them from evil, and

when a Christian comes to relate to this he is to do his xigkkrgrx righteousness
X

with a proper motive.

Now this(a]ms-éiviné)is not restricted to just the handling of our
'--,,__‘_-_h‘-__
money, giving out of our goods, but it i;H;TEE‘UUﬁfaeeds of mercy Jand Kirdgzsx
"7¥ ' ”_’—7 e

kindness. So it has a meaning of doing merciful things. When you do these

things to your fellow man because of your mercy - 59@@51@95_91%;99 = sometimes

where help is needed you offer help, where someone is suffering you share with

him. I think you get the general idea of this. Therefore, you do not make a
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noise, sound a QEEQJ as the Rpr hypocrites do. If you do that, what then

L

is your motive? What will you get out of that? You have a receipt and it
is paid in full by man.

And he said your wWx éward will come. God Mmu_in_the
ﬁﬁ_,,_ﬂ________f>7

open. But I think thd(éE;;;;;E>reward that God's people will receive will
— /‘

be the reward that God will give.

mebod)

50

Now wonce in a while ] and they will shake hands

with you and they will press gome money in your hand. HNow perhaps they are

saying they don't want the left hand to know what the right hand is doing.

Maybe they take this(literally, But the example that Jesus is pleading for

is the riEEE_TEEi!EA. And do this - be an example in this way - and you will
be doing what Jesus is here instructing you to do in the matter of giving

with divine approval.

Alms-giving really stood high on the Tist. MNow I think thiséléft
hand/proposition is really a call for humility and honesty and modesty. (Some
;>‘?22———'“"'7’ /9 B “*“?y —

people think that E%Eiésﬁgg?the Christian grace here that they do not get

credit. But that is false because he said that God is going to reward you.

First God is going to judge these hypocrites. And he is going to reward those

that he sees in secret.
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There is just hair breadth from Christianity to the Pharisees.
e 7 =

-

There 1is just one QTEll_Elg in between. That of having the‘gqght moti ;)
and that of loving the chief seat in the synagogue.

I believe that men should be @aboutx the matter of rewards

today, as we interpret Jesus and his teaching. The(f} ht hand not what

the Teft hand is going to do. Imcidentally n you figurerg the amount of

some gifts that are given to the church, that really makes sense. I would not

want my left hand to see the small gift in my right hand either. But Jesus is
: P gl =

(not)talking about church finances. He was forbidding a public show, whether
it was gmgl] or great. He started off you remember n “Blessed are

those that are pure in their hearts." Now every man's work shall be judged

whether it be of wood or hay or stubble or silver or gold. (E;IDQur works

are going to be judged. We m%ff_ﬁll,ﬁﬁﬂgiﬁ' We should be interested therefore

in the matter of rewards. There is nothing wrong with it as & long as the desire

in the reward is holy. There is no reward from God for those who seek it from

o S G

men. Now this 1is a terrifying thought. Those who@ii)their righteousness just

before men, you will have nothing whatever of God. (;:EI am_concerned just to
‘._——-——'_'-’7 —

prquﬁ*zﬁg_gospe1 in Tine of what people will thigy of my preaching, well, that

will be all that I get out of ;3, and nothing from God. Seeking a reward from
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men, you get that. Hence, Jesus had said, the wrong way to perform your

deeds is to announce it with a trumpet, to draw attention. And of course

there are people who believe in making an_ the number of converts

or this or that in the church. But when we(f?ﬁi})come to examine our hearts,

—

we find that even that may be a very subtle way of doing what the Pharisees

were doing. Theyé&;igﬁﬁthe praise of people. Hqﬂlggggerfu1, how ng¥§1ous,
—_— P - S

terrifjg_%;nlt 117 The{_ggy_;heir,rguard, they get‘thgir,p;aise, they get

their names in the headlines. A great number of pegp]e/wrigg,about them,

people talk about them. They get all of that. ﬂaﬁ; if that is what they

yant. That is what they have got. And they really are to bg_({ﬁtied)

Now, Jesus said there is a right way to go about this. That they

may be done in_secret. mg_ggg_anngunce,ghigtgp others, he said(ﬁi;%yjjj be

very obvious as to what you are doing. (EE:pot even announce it to yourself.

é::::,_ﬁ ]n?t h hink
It is so difficult for &ome people/to announce it to others that they thin
ol >

this is an element of decency. What is so difficult is éﬁﬁyto have pride

in ourselves. "I thank God I am not 1ike that." And when we say that, we
3 Fd

becggg_g_fhar;;ge. wg’§gggg,a_r;9mpet. Kexdx You don't even announce what

you are going to do that your left hand must not know what yourxgx right hand

is doing. In other words, you try to keep the spiritual ledgers.
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(Dg)things as you are moved by Qggjand led by the Holy Spiri;, and not

as what you think will be glorious for you. What fools)we are sometimes

<

py
in keeping our accounts. (Nothiné?wg_have done wfi] be forgotten for Jesus
\-._‘_-—__-_”_____._.—q N ——————————e,

said "when I was in prision, you visited me. When I was_}hir%f;, you gave
- 7

me to drink." When you go about (doing) your alms, ministering to the sick
——— = 4 \-—-—-——-—*""_—_‘7

and the suffering, and your deeds of mercy, remember to.do them in the
2 S

spirit_he directs.

= II. The matter of prayer —(ﬁ;;)to pray. V. 5-7
T : i

This within itself is a sermon, but it centers upon the same

idea of which we have been speaking already.

S —

JLLE:;he talks about those standing in the synagogue and standing

on the wide street corners praying that they may be seen of men. Now, prayer

was another thing that the(§;;;3practiced with great fervor. There were

pEEEEriggg_ggngE; for every occasion, before and aftetlggg;;. The sight

of tEE,§%9’ lake and river; receiving gggg_gggg; the use of new furniture;
entering or leaving a city. There were fixed hours of prayer, the third,
ering H__jl_;,j;py 1Xed nours or pray u
- . ] 1 . .
the ilﬁﬁh’ and the qlgth. Nine o'clock in the morning, twelve noon, three.

o'c]oqk in the afternoon. herever Ja_man happened be at these times, he

was bound to stop and pray.



14
We ogghz_zg_bgzg_g_grgxgr in our hearts and gratitude to God throughout
a]l_Eﬁg‘ggy, but this became a matter of ritual, and their prayers had a
tendency to become meaningless. It was for piggg_gigg%;y in the synagogue
meant when they were come together in the proper place of devotion.

This(covered both private and public prayers. The congregational

prayer can never takee the place of the individual prayer, andd the

rgglg, the-I:!,ugnsh1p can never fully replace <éPb]1° worship for the

able—bodied;) Those who argyable to go and asseTgle themzirxex themsélves

in thgrgbgfgﬁfﬂ-lt is something that every Christian needs to do_every Sunday,

is to go and to_be in the congregation at the hour or worship, to listen to

The (Pharisees erred in the matter of prayer. The doors of the synagogue

were open and they were there. They perhaps some of them deliberately left their

homes with the intention and the purpose of being seen in the public place of

R

prayer. They took care that at the proper hours of care they were overtaken

on the SEEEEE_EEEEEE§ that they might be viewed by all who passed by them.

Now, Jesus saidﬁﬁﬁiﬁyou pray do not pray as these men. They pray to

men. He is trying to get them to pray to God. And the tendency perhaps is a

terrible sin of the human soul, and sin which follows here isxpiExuxed the
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scripture teaches us . It is that we ought to take heed the terrible nature

in a man's heart. Our hopelessness and helplessness in_the false way of

pﬂj_n_gg. There must be a@_wgo_f_m‘_a,yjng. The 7_ nith the false

is that it concentrates itself and i;g,giteniiﬁﬁ/to become sin he says. You

remember the{twqﬂméﬁ}who went to the temple to pray. The publican stood afar
s —

off. The Pharisee stood in the foremost place.

Now, the(EE;;;;)they prayed on the street corgpr was something Tike

this. A man on his way to the temple to pray was anxious to give an_impression,

and so_he cannot wait un;;l he gets to the temple. He must begin praying on

the street.

V{rgj} praying in/secret.! He says we ought to enter our g¢losets and

[

pray there. Now the Pharisees=g£red. They would pray sEggﬂing; or as in Luke 18:11,

they would pray Egggligg, Acts 7:60, they would pray ptgggpate*on their face.

Matt. 26:39, they would pray §i§;ingﬁdown. And so here is a matter of prayer.
Theym were praying to be seen of men, to make an impression, to get gex at an

intersection.

And V. 6 tells us that we ought to enter into a closet. Now this is

<;i;;;;;;23>that helps you to see. Don't miss the opportunity to see the difference

betweéﬁ the followers of Jesus and the Pharisees. The secret closet is an/aid to
LTt Lok




16

sinqujfx_jg_g;%yer. It is erggfp. it is shutting out di jons. It

jmplies that ® you have an urgent task. You want to get away from thg_%£§§e
d——d7

and the competition of business,with no one else around to see you. No
np 0T | 3 3;7 No_

human _eye to nod anutgyal. Then you can pray to your father.

I think an excellent m of this would be a person in a

¥é1ephone bGSEE?E’E;ying to carry on a 1ggg_QiEEgggg_ggnggrsation with the
/.

/

dggg_gggﬁfénd other people standing outside talking. The person would say

“I can't hear you." And she was repeating loudly for the other person on

the other end of the line to repeat it. Then some thoughtful by-stander

—

gently cbses  the door. And(both)conversations may be continued - the one

in the telephone booth and the one on the outside. This is the thing that

happens(j;;aglsaid when you come into the closet., Xhkwxra The(gg;;aﬁmu st

be shut out and you then will be able to pray in private. I _don't know that

this is q;literal c]oset)he is talking about, but in general, I think he
means that you/are praying to God pecause some people pray as a

reported of a prayer that was made iqgéééigﬁr’lﬁé said it was the most eloquent
=

.
prayer ever addressed to a Boston-audience. Now, such a pa prayer is heard

by men.

So Jesus is urging us to enter the closet.
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Vain repetition, lengthy prayers. This{is still with us at this

e

time. I read about an QIQ-QEQ,,-H n having his Thanksgiving dinner. He

said the prayer before the meal. He pa prayed about every event in American

history from the landing of the pilgrims at Plymouth rock to the present
administration. And when finally he said Amen one of the Tittle grandchildren

at the table said, @P1ease pass the dessert."fé:
Now Jesus was talking about the ééﬁﬁ?EZQEE’were saying the same

thing over and over again like adﬁachine; the zmmaxwx sape words they were

praying, and they were praying to be heard of men, égﬁthe newspaper reported
>

about the beautiful which was offered to the Bostonffggx;e ation. We must be

J

careful)that our prayers are offered not to a class or_a congregation, that we
£t 2 clgss or.a conareg

will gg@_:gﬂizg_from them, be paid in full as Jesus has said. In prayer we

could turn to the psmax(psalms. They have some excellent examples on praise
-

petitions, sufferings, repentance, and assurance, and security. Now we may
S S— P

— e e

@;agi)the wisdom of citing these psq%gs as a substitute Xxa for prayer.
p— L >

ng the so-called Lord's prayer as an example and ¥ praying
‘ 7

it over and over again.

Many of us seldom really pray. To seek God's face, to have mrXE one's

heart before him, to detach one's self from the world.

—— 7
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@ohammedans>somet1mes pray repeating the exp;pssion, "God is God"
e

—

SqutEl_Eﬂgy;gﬂﬂ times after a funeral. (Buddhists/have been known to

put a written prayer on a wheel and count it one prayer for 312[1_52!2193%3"

i "

of the wheel. Other followers may say so many "_gjl_ﬂgry%;. Other protestant

—

prayers may be in the terms of "Our Fathetf" over and over.

I have even read of the(égzgaafjof some fellow k who xaked tacked his

pxye prayer on the hﬂ and each night he would say, XM "There it is

Lord," Nowzééézdoes not answer because of the number of times we repeat

a certain prayer. But he is trying to get us to see that there was a trouble

and a@ﬂ;;;gbthat they were interested in themse]ggs Bxg as they prayed, anxious

for their ong_gggg;ggigﬁg/and respect. They were desirous to be seen of others

as they prayed, and they would parade themselves in prominent places. And the
g

trouble was they were(trying to give an impressign that they could not wait until

they got to the tg%e;e, and that is whﬁ:ééggb pressed down on the matter of

praying in secret. (@nything that is unusual calls attention to itself. Standing
7

call attent1on to an. 1nd{y1dual Praying should be with the intent upon God and

centered upon him. from desiring people to thank us for our so-called

beautiful prayers. Ue have many popular prayers that are wk in writing which
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people can repeat. But the Lord said about this matter, "Verily, they have
b ’ e

their reward."S& So there is a difference between the true way and the
R — - —————

wrong way. (a;w, it is, to be sure trq}ht&ﬁﬁ)can pray and approach GEQ_EE_EEX__

time, at any place. Now,(fortunatelg?our Lord gives %xx us_instruction on this

in this chapter. "When thgu/g:éyest" he says, "enter into thy closet. Close

the door." é@gazhoes this mean? It means that then you are faiax following a

—
certain priﬁgkp1e. You are forgetting o le and you are forgetting

yourself. Nobody knows what you are gm doing and you are in xggE_EEETE;r.
~

And the realization is that you have exc]udsd all except the presence of God.

———

And@‘ng‘tﬂ; is taking place. have much more confidence.
Ldo éb)4ﬁﬁ*i
You have c0nﬂj9EEEE_iE_gEgE_ngan%;*aﬁa‘fﬁE_FEEGTz_E?p this is going to be that

your Lord is going to reward you openly as you pray. You are not praying for

the sake of informing God or telling Jesus what you want him to remember. This

7
@ﬂi;;;}up a very fountain of life. It helps us to see our motive. (QE@EEE)when

he kissed Jesus, what kind of motive did he have behind it? How about your

motives?

& ou gixexymux do your good deeds when men fail to_applaud you?

(éajyou continue to work for a commit%;g when you are no longer chairman and
T 7

somebody else takes your place? £§§)you attend churcD’just as long as somebody
B '__-__-—-w-_____
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warmly greets you and seems to be glad to see you? Gyou quit and pass

the services up? such a case, I think we had better beware if our eyes

are upon men more than upon God, then there m‘!we_d&r—kness.

I bestow all my goods to feed the ppmrpoor, and though I givex my body to

S
be burned, and have not I;;\:\WhﬁL_Qﬂgs_jjgiuxuﬁuflﬂ_mgz

Now let me kind of(summarize)some of this. Don't misunderstand,

Gesug is not saying to do your alms and your deeds of mercy and your pxayikng

praying in complete hiding all the time because(ifyyou did, you would never

p—

do them. It may be that no one will ever see thgm. We are talking about your

; ¢ sin - . o
Egggggp, what is behind it? You e? Why are you charitable?

I wonder what would happen if the Christians in the southland would

begin to pray - the Bagtists, the Methodi , the Ptggpxxgni§55. Supposed we

would pray, XXueyxwitkxke "Thy will be done.) In ééi;;;;;;;yhen they prayed

ij;jlj Q]L{‘Mmaxéfia-“JMLJ2%0764 fg’hhkaugff_

this way, something KEppared happened. aid we may be praying amiss

and we do not ask for the right things. (Brethren, have you ever been afraid

to pray certain things? (i;ﬁyour prayers werg_gggyg;gd, would the

———

when (Peter)got loose ey could not believe that their prayers had been

answered. They had been praying for £ him. They had been praying for his

off your feet and surpni§éfyou? The arly Christiqﬁg)were sMxpsigd surprised
SRS i 4
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release, but there was a knock at the door, and a voice said "Let me in M

and it scared them to death. They thought it was a ghost. Tapping at
the door.

Now, we need not to expect an answer(ii}we are going to pray B

as the Pharisees. But the thing that Jesus is talking about is when you
————

pray, &ig;i)in connection with the/;ingdom of Godg) Everything I pray for
Y - =

should be 1in connection with his kingdom.
p——— — e
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