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 SER, al the same tme. No other
&ldm Hlm In the world will have soch
‘ Asching faciiities for gremi ships 1f
—

I M woull be dificult 0 exaggerale

the significunce of the [loaling doolk

Singupors from the polnt of :uw uf | [met include any provision :'"" the de-
muvil sirategy (writes Heclor O | |fences of the hase, lflllmm::.
Hywniar, the nival corcespondent of | | Viously have lo be on & e
the “Dally Telegraph™), It will ex- peale. It i undommiood that the to "
tend by thousands of miles the wtrik- | | 8f Changl, situsied at the edstarn &X

Ing range of our bheitle flestmnd =n-
ahle Great Britain to deploy her main | | Ing the appronch fs the new harbour

naval strengih in the Paciflo Occan. whare Ihe '3 ald el

Furmerly our largest and mont | | will be the of the defence
powerful fghting craft have besn vir- | |mystem. Thia be planned with &
teally Usd o European waters, Now | | vlew to repelling attack from sss or
the largest ahips of the navy will have | | alr. The hilly matare of the land
the fresdom of Lhe)Pacific should faciliiate the wliing of gun

Eastward of Malia there was no dotl | | batierien.
capahle of necommodoting soch vessels
an the Nelson and Rodpey, the ten
bulged battlesnips of the Hoyal Sowe-
relgn and Quesn Ellgabeth types, (he
baithe cruiser Hood, or the big sirerafl-
earriors. Consequently. thess ahips. e
presenling ihe backbone of the [Teel,
could mel have beefi sent (o opersle
in Far Easiern waters, bhuowever ufe-
ently needed.

Al Bingapors s a  dock spaclods
i pigh (o housk cur mlobiblest g bat e
ships (6f overhaul and repair, A singls
Aweck, 1t is trwe, would not sufics for
the needs of & whole fleet o flme of
war, and other docks are Lo be pro-
wided st ths Malayan base upder the
development sahema. Byt the comples I
tion of sven is ene dock hoas lm- |
measurably 1 i the stralsgic
mobility of the Britsh batile fiest, |
| The dock, balit by Bwan, Hunber,
and Wigham Richurdson Lid, left the
Tyne last June in charge of Dutch
| tugm.  The sectlons wore divided Into
| twe convoyn, and the voyase af B0
miles was accomplished withoul unto-
| ward mechlenl, the last convoy arvive
Ink safely in Névember.

The task of jolning up the sections
and assembling them ns 5 unil was
pat Iy hand wilthout delay. The dock
s to be moorsd a few miles up the
artificinl harbour Wwhich has heen
created In Lhe Johors Sirslt, on the
norihern alde of Bingapore, by the
sipne canuseway (hal connscis Lhe
iniand with the Malay Peninsuls.

The dock has & capacity of
0800 tona, consid Iy mreaier than
the full-load welght of Hood,
ths heaviest man-of-war now In ex-
istonce or ever lksly to be bullt In-
side the walls of the dock liself are

w‘“ll-ﬂﬂlﬁﬂ workshops, cap-
of emsouling any save ithe most
elaborais repalrs to a damaged baiile-

'“:'i'ha -muhnmlﬂu:::
H..‘ﬂ. -]
on ke new i

works.
“.’i.nnm tenders for Uhess wers
Invited tn October, 1927, tha main
eontraci was not placed untll nearly
inalve montha Jater, It was awarded
to Bir John Jacksom, Lid, of B3 Vie-
torin Sireel. Westminsier, with &
proviso that the work ahould be som-
pleted within seven lis vlus
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