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SERMONM FRCM THE CASTLE STEPS

Acts 22

Such W}has never been before or since painted on _canvas or
gintec on cany
in words as the one in this chapter pginiedmhgmLuk§.

o
A courtesy is being shown the Apostle Paul as we §kip: be

Chapiae2l. TIf you slip back up the page, you discover that is being

takei Erisoner_)_. And there is aM9 with 1tsé:rlnding gj,;) for a

background. There are a@t Roman soldie:ﬁjwith their uniforms on the steps.

There is an old man standing beside one of these soldiers - this happened to

be Paul.

Now if you look out in the foreground, you discover aédﬁ of angry/)people.
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Fven extended way out into the streets.

\(‘2’he 1d m s | ski for the co rtesz to eak :f Je is speaking
1 o} an is ing) fo e u s B
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with the soldiers. And the cag;gig is listening. And he is talking it over
/

with the chief captain. And Paul says,o_sir may I speak just one word.
_ v

ket T A S

'\i\./&Th f 2 g
e Wm - are you thel D ian that stirred up a riot, some

Paul said I heard of it, but T am not an n Fgyptian - I am aaley:“* And perhaps

et TP

all of this trouble can be quieted down. If I am permitted to speak one word.

So the captadin said fair enough. the govmnt and I

will get the attention of the mob. Ve know that Paul wanted to tell them about
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Christ. And he began to speak in the Hebrew language.

\(JYVT*OW as Paul stoog on_the ﬁﬁaﬂiy, in a fairly safe position - he made a very
/" powerful addrgé - Thé contentszof which, he pointed out his 22255E_ﬂg£g§§;y and

training. Reminding them that he was of the same rgsp. e reported his share

in the persecution of the Christians. Fe reminded them of the fact that he had

been a lgg_gl\gz_‘in*igm}gw%hgergegg%%w. Ve related some of his experiences - especially,
7

his conversion, and his commission. And then Paul made as

In his address, which increased the ﬁuryaof?ghe"mob. Paul's Roman citi i3]

saved him from a severe beating. And then he was taken on to the Sanhedrin and
——— P

here again he shows his ahility to handle a difficult situation. This is in a nut

shell, the ground we want to cover tonight.

e

¥
There are . things we use to outline this chapter. Ch}ldhood =V, 1-4,

Conﬂg:;ion - V., 5-13, Comﬁfg;ion -V, 14-21, Conlfermation - V. 22-30.

L S -.: . = V. 1"

In giving us a b_iograghv of his ancestry, Paul standing on the castle steps

has received the courtesy from the men to make an address.

@— He calls it a defense which I now make unto you. The defense is in
pe—

reference to the cw__l_%e. He is talking about the charges that have

been placed against him. And he will recount the well known story of his zeal.

\'\.;\ '
@— Luke pictures a sudden hush that swept over the vast mob under the
a e

spell of Paul's speaking. They became very very quiet. Yow Paul's defense was

;sm really to Justlfy himself Tt was more in the form of a personal testimony
A e N R e R

hat grea‘t'«t]glngs God had _dope for him.

- he planned {t




=8

q . .
. = A Let me tell vou about myself, V, Paul said. I am one of your ion.
/ qy e == y J-‘.Jﬁﬁ‘sv,

Immediately they were interested. I was born in Tarsus - later I moved to
h—wmv
Jerusalem. I studied under CGamaliel. I was instructed in the law. My parents

[

were strict Hebrews. And they desired that their son should know Jewish law.
M

That is one reason I was brought to Jerusalem - for study under the most prom-

inent teacher of my day.

Now like all of you, he said - I am a Hebrew of the Hebrews. And Paul was
- — i ey A
naturally g}jted. He was highly tE%}ned. And highly educgted. Having studied

under that scholar.

— V. - He said, I rsecuted this way unto the death. Ille says I became a
. -
very zealous perse%s§or. This way refers to the way of Christians. And the

way he now walked. This was the conviction of his heart. And now like all of you,

I was always zealous for God. Fe says, we really have much _in_ common.

So Paul gives this very brief intggguction of his childhood and his development

- possibly 13 or.lé yvears.of age.

And grown up under the Rabbi there and of his personal interest in Cod's work.
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ITI. CONVERSION - V. 5-13
- To illustrate higﬂggé%;, Paul continues to talk how he championed..the Jewish
\Ev?/ cause. He said, the hm‘aill bear me witness. That I received r'le’i:terg}

unto the brethren and I went to Damascus. To bring them which were there, bound

- having been sent to Jerusal p_as a3y “pry

unto Jerusalem for punishment. I lay it out, he says, even as you are doing today.



I felt with all of Qxﬂg%%%ﬁ that every Chrig&}an should be DPYjembRudSall,

And T helped to bipd-many. And I caused others to be cast into p}}son.

I was present When'Ste _['Was stoned. As you know from history, that these
people who believed in Jesus Christ, had been crucified and raised from the dead
- they were going everywhere telling about his resurrection. I went into their

homes and I brought out these innocent people and I punished them.

-nno-?

The high priest reggggggﬁwﬁgis - I got rom him addressed from the

leaders in Damascus. These letters gave me the to bind all of the

Christians, that I could find. All of the older people will remember, beyond

25 years_ago, when all of this was taking place.

I cansimagineg that P%ﬂ;-‘ﬁlﬁ-in his heart while he was saying these things.

That had never gone astray - how he wished that he had never been guilty
= et s——

of such gin, T would think tonight that no one of you would be proud of your

A e

PEELHEQ But Paul was telling these people.

-

= V.!;Z— T made my_journey and I came pight to(naﬁﬁﬁiiﬁ ﬁhﬂﬁi nooné There shone

from lleaven a grgat‘liﬁhﬁiround about me. This was the lagt. day of my trip to
Damascus. 1 was riding at noon day, My mind was taken up with the people that
T was going to be able to put in CQﬁ%PS - when like a ﬁé;sh, a bright light
blazed down from Heaven., Why the sun was shining. But this light was brighter
’3 {laﬂan the sun., ! ! érw“ : : /ﬁrr%dé.-_. ) ry:a)_ﬁgﬁ_‘#m - Wy
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a voice. Saul, Saul why persecuteth -
Ty

And Taul goes on to tell j§

‘\Q— I fell to the ground. And T
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thou me. Fvidently these words pierced the mind of Paul. Why persecutest

thou me?

P
o V. Paul asked the @afw Lo;:d.'..7 And the Lord replied,

I am Jesus. The Lord Jesus identifies himself.

V. ‘QE— It says thesfrieaéé)gbat traveled with him were indeed fegrful. They

2ige but tWﬁQngi”ght. And they did n mand the

light. But Paul knew that here was a voice speaking to him alone. The voice was

out of Heaven. It was (noﬁ a human voice - it was a div}ﬁne voice. And that is
~— AL

why Paul cried out - who art thou Lord. Yes, if more people today would search

in the same fashion, they could be saved.

4
Paul did not _haye to tarry for an m The voice replied, I am Jesus, whom
-m

Sl W, chtes %51,

thou_persecuted. And when that answer came ,| knew that he_had. been mistaken
”ﬂ
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all along. For the first time, he realized that Jesus was the Mess:l.ah e knew

—ir

that he was not_in the tomb. And that he was l%;tn Heaven with God.
And at that point Paul cried out,

And the Lord told him to arise a“i;gﬁ,» to

Damascus. And there it would be told him all the things which were appointed for
ulc be . .«a}l

him to do. God gave him a special revelation. Paul arose to his feet and looked

around, and he couldn't see a thing because the vision of Christ had blinded him.

v,

V@- Paul was blind and had to be led into the citz of Damascus.
e wmy

V. 12 -\Ananiasj a devgui man according to the law, having a good report, lived
—
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- And he came and Paul arrived. And said, M receive thy ]—»& &g

sight. When finally Paul mewst Ananias, he rqggigggggigwﬁgégF, The years had bitund.
_-—-—"—---u-—-uqv -

passed and gone by, and Paul still Wexperieuce Eté‘ was

a sermgn. Maybe you saw yourself as a lost sinner. You could not get the matter

Maybe you heard

{ Do:you remember when

still fresh in his mind.

off of your mind and you had to settle it that day. As the e b ST expressed

of
it - Oh, happy day that fixed my choice. On thee my Saviour and my God.f(I really

S St SIS

don't think that you ever ought to forget that day. That day, when you were
. i

converted.

III. COMMISSION ~ V. 14

7 V.Slh}— Ananias said to him, the Cod of our fathers hath chosgg thee, that

'_,m‘_ ey,

heard.

- V. @_é}- Arise and be I%.

o
- V.ﬁ;i)— Paul says I came to the temgle“agd had a vision. And I saw him saying,

make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem. For they will not receive thy

testimony concerning this.

T S A

~— _@ And I said, Lord, they know that I imyrlsoned and _beat in every
S ——




synagogue them that believed on thee.

V‘IZO.E Pe mentions the Qlood of SteEhen that was shed. 1 consented to it

and I held his garments.

Eis;g - Paul said, I was commissioned of the Lord .Jesus to preach to the
U -

Gentiles.
=y

Tqsﬁ-iﬁ.i.gasﬁgﬁgg&&&ggéggﬁge;e. Paul says, I was baptized with the purpose

of my life revealed. 1 was apgoégsﬁgﬁgo be a witness - now you can see brethren,

that I have been changed. And I heﬁan to Ereach to,al%mggp. T began to go with

God's redeeming message. To all men.

I wonder @vao are IW, who would say Logd.t
m‘f A e the mw statesman, it was

ecil Rhodes
found among Pis docypegfs - this statement written. f there is a God, and if

he W, then the most important.thing in the world for me is %}3&*1‘;!_2{3”

out what he wants me to do. And to.find.ouf what he wants me to do. And do it

; ; )
immediately, " Trust and obey for there is no other way to be happy in Jesus

- but to trust and obey.

9 ;«;&mwmmn\

(Georﬁe Truiit.once said, tQ lnow tﬁs will of God is the greatest kﬁgwledge.

To do_the will of Cod is the greatest achievementn And in answer to Paul's
o=

inquiry to Ananias, he said the God of our Tathers have chosen Thee - that thou

should know his will and do it. The(gﬂigichoqu is a verb of Buraose——meaning

to take %EEE one's handsé?efore hanﬂ} To know, to see, to hear. The result

— s
Yy
is - shall be. Thus id, that he had taken Paul ipto his,hgggﬁ}begore hand
from his Mother's wogk and by God's_grace to know_the yill of Cod to see that

just one and to hear his voice that he might become a witness. Here is the
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knowledge of God' s will Cod's will, you must understand, is nature. It is

Cgood and not bad} It is pwm It is soverign, There
P,
are two powers in the universe - God and.Satan. But the §rilllof God is always

poiipivé. Iven the Ten Commandments may appear negative, but qﬁgﬂﬁiput them in
——} :

a positive way.

Matt. 5:20ff - He said you must @m’gd_your energ?r in just .auoiding
evil, rather, that your life beith good so that there will be go room

for evil.

God intended only good. And this is what his will is all about.

- to know it perfectly by seeing Jesus. Paul

—

had no access to a written Gosggl as we do. Paul had his visions of the Lord.

You remember, Jesus said — I do always those things that please him.

= little thing that I read somevhere.

Jesys chose to serve

\ e g e iR & Tupe
61atever you see Jesus c‘lomg, w ig God's will for you.
il
rather than be ser He sought the -, e taught the ignorant. He healed the
£;¥341 ,%aﬁt gn =
sick. FWe rejected Satan's will for Cod's will. So our place then, is to put
—-—__

Jesus and his name above all names. Because every knee shall bow before Him.
D s it A

Another thing Paul heard was the call of God's.will. And I believe today you
can hear his voice in the P%Me. I also feel that you can feel his

expression through your own heart. You could also find God's will by noting that

lost souls are all about you. And there are human needs that cry out for help.



Lyen this very hour, i{ your Bearf and mind ig o God's will - you

dio that is t_'_g,d in on this station. But if

is, with xoua H:ﬁ The

to speak to your heart. Once ag“(foligé?;ﬁ was inducted into the military. After

(4
he made that decision he said, my only question that followed was - what are my _

oz_cLe.u-.” And I think that is what the poet said - not to ask the reason why but

to obey and if necessary, dié in the line of duty.

§F:obert F‘i L% once said
never do more than your duty - you should never wish to do less.

jis the sublimest word in the language. You can

2 Tim 2:4 — I\w himself with the affairs of this
TR —————E mm——-

% That he may please him who has chosen him to be a soldier. Paul did not
ask Timothy to do what he himself had not done. By his own words, the first thing

that he asked, after becoming a Christiap was - what shall I do Lord. Paul's

ey

one concern was to know Cod's will.

This is aéreat traged\} - 50 many_people today are willing to receive..lesus

ol g

but they are un_illirgg to owvn him as Lord. We are long on calling people to_trust—
W
the Saviour today, and short on declaring the Lordship of Jesus Christ. And this

o S ——

=

has resulted into wasted lives.

A D B Rt

e e

The @of God should be p%in the Christian's life. 1In th‘% Lord's Pra);;‘i)

which we considered some couple or three months ago in sermons, Matt. 6":9-13, we

discovered that one of thelpaintpeti f that prayer -@qﬂl be doge in

earth as it is in He_aveng God' s _yild is absolutely dqm_i&fﬁaven. And the burden is
iy, W—-ﬂ' i

oo

.
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upon » to carry out his will on this earth.

R i

son.why you ignore God's Wé%l is that you misunderstood the

meaning of the freedom that you have in Christ Jesus. There are lots of people

who siz_gﬂggmgﬂﬁﬂgﬁégt - and no one can tell me what Egﬁ&?j Ivgill do as I

please. They feel that the economy of the local church - that is it means that
]

I can have self rule.
__ﬂ—"

Now anyone or anything else - each person should seek the will of God and

then do what pleases Christ.

God, you will Win your mortal body. That

you should obey it in the lust thereof.

Wow (

, easy — but Payd sa it)is always right. (Philips..
253 Paul says, @0 : (Phi

L
Brooks once said,'obedience must.be the struggling desire of our life. ' Obedience

A e e e
e

not hard enforced, loving and spontaneous, not merely that the duty may be done.
e e P

But the soul doing it may be receiving and uttering God.

ﬁ:Zxou wvant to make Jes . r; of your life, and nglﬁazggt know_how to
o
i : _
begin - well, ' bouiiumiign " 11 O il +  Tollpgesus that you yant, to
e ’ : h— ....J’L....,.

serve him alone. AsE for wisdoE to know and also strepgth to do his will. Another,

v
thing, do not wait until Jgﬁ%i unfolds for you all of the future of your life. Live

one moment at a time. Do the truth as you know it.

Mow, Cod does éé% reveal to vou in a_moment all that you wish to know. But I
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— think all that you ‘need to know. Thomaﬁ@ said,(c{ur grand business is not

to see what lies dimly at a distance, ﬁuﬁ to_do what _1;1(;%clo.§§,ly at hand.

D, P P IS a2

N

). - ) :
And PRaul /discovered what the f the Lord consists of in this cm.

He was to go about and do(%hatk__tﬂhg__, L,g,;d,m_.dg;ng) So, read your Gospels. ©See

;@ Jesus did from day to.day. And then do these things in your own life.

cannot_die for a man's sins ——you can te_a_%%h the word and the will of God.

You can minister to people. You can give yourself in service.

Here is a and a commission. And who can over state the capabilities of

P
being a Christian. Or of being a minister. T know that reaching may be a very

Barasr o SEIVS

poor thing to some.peeple. And it may fail in its effect. The machinery is alyays

ready for use. éi':' Eeeds but_a Q@d to mgye it. To gui.df- it. There are souls

that are expecting, there are souls that desire and are hungry. And it ought to

be for us not to disappoint them.

We might say, who is sufficient for these thingi;_ﬂﬂeun eople of vigorous
g

mind.ef ample knowledge ought to consider i;he_:_s_vjﬁ'inistr‘y. And if you consider this,

you will be agreeing in commission to nothing but that the demands of vigor and

human care for others. And @willingness to_forego ease and honor. And of

course, out beyond that, is the matter of true faith in Jesus Christ and deyotion

to_him. The life that is clean and consecrated to the indwelling of the Spirit.

_1V. CONDEMNATION - V. 22-30
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N @- Now Paul has ﬁlgzgn EEE EESEE?E Now we come to reaction - the
—

confortation of the qgg. That when he gave the audience gpe word ®and mentioned

(\g§ﬁ€ileé> they began to cry - ayay with such a fellow.’(He has no riEht to be

i
upon the earth. He is Eﬂii;%ﬁfto even live. Paul had said the wrong word -
e —. e — enbim———

for the Jews hated the Gentiles. The geogle went wild at this point and cried
away with him. And this was Eé?gthe ﬁixsxu;%mgmphat such a thing happened. We

remember how they cried,‘zfucify him, crucify_hiii]
i —

m— V. — They cast off their clothes - they threw dust up in the air. Let's

kill Paul. He is not even fit to live. And a riot and a storm was in progress.

%ﬂém&av&‘ww ’é«/;-.‘.l"ﬁr&‘k I Yoy —Noae Moy ok

R e —
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This was a dark situation. I remember reading about Dr. H. A. Ironsulz';5

~, NeassaaL B

who worked among the Indians in the West. Before the days of automobiles - they

P

used horse drawn wagons. They had a meeting in a certain village and at 5 _o'clock
L S

he started toward another village where he was to speak that night. As they
[ AP

journeyed, they saw a storm about to break upon them. The young preacher declared
]

they would surely get caught in the storm, The driver said, I will try to make

L ET LTS

the rock before the storm breaks. He whipped the horses and were soon in sight
N e - Mpp B v ] 5

of the rocks rising up about 50 ft, They drove right into a great opening in the

/“‘! e A AL gy g A= e,
rock. In another minute, the storm broke in all of its furry. The IEgiancﬂﬁbre

greatful that they had found a shelter from a storm and began toCéiE%)the song -

\
ﬂLck 0f Ages - Cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee. Let the water and the
e i b U A B S s = :
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blood from thy wounded side which f10wed Be of sin the double cure. Saved from
M .y

IPERE T pr=ncestte 4 - O

174

The storm was raging. It seemed that the old preacher

it

wrath and make me pure.

on the castle steps preaching the sermon would lose his life in front of the

old castle.

B e

_ V.§24 }— The %‘ave a command. And they brqught the old Ereacher

scourging.

Xam

into the castle. And they gave an order that he be
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So they might find out the truth - whether this mob was right. Or whether Paul

was right. This was the test - he was going to be put through.

@As they bongg, with thongs,{-’Pau;L.. aid to the centurion that stood

£t lawful to scourge a man who is ROman.? Who has neve n-condemned.
: PSSl ceant s U """'L'b%

g A

Now Paul had been bound here to the bage of a pillar - hi§=§q§é§§ were tied to
rings that were set in the pavement. And his back was bear - it was convenient
for the beating. We was unable to move. And the scourge was a short-handled
whig of thonﬁs. Usually with bits of msggl or bone ephedded in leather thongs.
And after a few blows, the prisoner's Eﬂg&_gould become a mass of xaw, bleeding
flesh. As Paul was hound to this pillar, he dropped and raised this question.

(gaai}knew EEf f&ifﬁf to the question. é:Ddid the ssnturion. So did every Roman

citizen. Decause s@durging‘was reserved forjgigxg%) And not for Romans.
| O .
Vg

foZG)— The qgn‘ii;ﬂp heard that and he went and told the chief captain.

You had better be careful - this old man is a Rowan c1tizen. And in V. 27 - the

chief captain came out immediately. Tell me, art thou a Roman. And Paul said

‘ng:;LThe chlefécaﬁtagg)contlnueq to speak, He said with a great sum -

I have ghigipgd my oun freedom. I bo ght my Roman c izenshlp And the conver-

sation went on - and@%iiﬁlsaidi I was born free. There wer ajﬁ get

Roman citizenship. Fiﬁngwty E:;;h. Eﬁgggdfmto be aﬁizsd to you. And tE;;&j

by purchaﬁing it at a great price. So the captain had bought his. But here was

ves.

a man - the apostle Paul who had been born a Roman citizen. And Paul might have

added, I also have citizenship in lleaven.

Now V /ba}— The Roman captain was in a bind. He says, I don't know what we
e

can do except hold you over, for a trial. Since we have already put you in

chains.
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V.£3ﬂin The next day, thegsggﬁgégi;:yas called together and Paul was given

another opportunity to speak again. The situation here is suffering for

righteousness sake.

B

life. When he declared that he was a Roman citizen.
A

g

The Sanhedrin had to /meet in the toyer of Antonia. And they will point out

= e
o e ¥
to you today in Jerusalem where they think this. ol d.

Remember this éhapte% reveals to us the complete comsecration of the Apostle

Paul to the will of God. Standing there on the old castle steps, he gave a

s

C§§§I§§§of his childhood days, a growing account of hig conversion, a thrilling

and inspiring confirmation of his commission, and then Luke concludes - with the

condemnation brought against him,

‘Arizona)a missionary doctor from a little mission section

Years ago in Northern{

found a ‘-IW £ aken in the desert. The Indian medicine man had
i n OES n in he 1

not been able toggal-her. So he told the Indians that she was possessed with an

evil spirlf. And that she should be taken far awvay in order to keep the demon

from haunting the village. The Christian Doctor wrapped a blanket around her
D S ——— R ———— o

filthy body, and took her to the hospital. Upon egaminatipn he found that an
operation might save her life. And she was given this one chagce in 100 to live.
A group of missionaries prayed while he operated. There was a long illness, and
finally the news came, she was going to get well. ThefIndian woman)said Eg.the

Shaes ﬁ;}gid the Doctor do this for me. fﬁy people, threw me dway and no one
s — g e e

wanted me.

The Doctor is mot related to me - why did he do it. @é told hep it was because
e AR
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of thi %ove of Christ.
NI B

She hai %% t.;%%rd of Christ, s%e\zar% g-lg one of the migg%gx_gggies came

and ta&d witll her. They had to go all the way back beyond to cFeation - to

—————

make her understand.

——————

The tiglﬁ_‘ga;ae«fwhen she was all well again - and when her mind wgs c%fgr and

Te—

bright, vou undergiand the love of Christ now - don't you. They asked her.

A i dy to t from v 1d « d put all of rrt'Jesf.
Q‘en you ready to turn fro our_old way and put a your_trust in Je gg_?

She was very quiet for a moment——and then said (‘if gﬁﬁii is anything like the

St s T
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Doctor, I can trust him forever.\ éiShe had @Lgﬁ) Christ magnified in a human life.
b* R e SRR TIAT g - pemiEm et — =

And her heart was won.

Ml)@re‘ see Christ. And I believe you tonight can trust Christ
—— : 3 | s e A eI

forever because of the example and the challenge that you have seen in this great
man. 7
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