\ SALVATION WITHOUT GUESSWORK

S I John 2

S

INTRODUCTION:

John tells us in this book of(assurance}concerning the Christian hope, that
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one might know concerning the copdition and destiny of his soul. Obviously it

it was written in the time of controversary.

'uses a stethoscoge when he listens to the movement of the heart
and the lumgs and discovers if they are functioning properly. Fe is sounding the
patient to find out if they are in good order. There are times when we need to

take and place the stethoscope of‘ upon our lives to determine whether or not

our personal religion is in healthy condition.
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@it possibg_tn_h% salvation without guesswork? This has confronted

the human race for a lons time. There are a varietv of religions. A variety of nlans
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and answers. Some groupSwill say, it takes long series of prayers or a certain
—7
diet, or rigid religious lég;, or conforming to certain customs. To others it may
be ethical practices, legil%;m, or inner thought. But to a rational mind, we discover

the injustices, the miseries and the cruelty. And there are men who admit that they

are in need of salvation and of a Saviour.

A can know that he is saved without any guesswork. This is not to he
cockr-sure or dogggpic in an obnoxi us sense. But a deep soul abiding conviction.

In this area we need not to stumhle, falter, or shoot at random.
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1. Redeemed by Christ and Fis Cross - V. 1-8



2. The Christian Pecommends His Fxperience To Others -~ V., 9-11

3. The Christian Rejects Intentional Sin - Vf§§§lﬁf”iu9

4, The Christian Rests Upon The Promises 0Of God - V. 25-29, vI7

I. REDEEMED BY HIS CROSS - v.@
I 4

Without any guesswork at all, one sure way of knowing, is whether or not the

person is hearing his own cress willingly or whether or not he has come under the

cross of Christ to walk/dn his foo

N

When the éiggélis taken from the'é§;;;?7of religion, then that religion collapses.

Efi}y cross—bearing. WNow this is more than just having i%} health, or suffering

o

results for some of the violations of God's laws. This kind of cross that we are

talking about is one of divine necessity.

- He deelares hereby/wé§know that we know him. The one who says I know

him. He that saith, he abideth in him. Here then is an expression - it means the

same thing.

A thing cannot be white and black at the same time. A man cannot say that he

knows Christ and deny this with his life. And tell the truth.

e

There was an'evag e:;stdof the earlier days who had a(gggg;igg com@lgte?:ﬁn his
meetings., The busiﬁess of this committee, so it is said,‘is to investigate‘the life
of anyone who began to shout in the meeting. If a brother or sister had been living
a good life - he was allowed to continue his shouting. Otherwise he was stopped.

A brother ought to be allowed to shout or talk. If he has the proper qualifications

by the life he lives.
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And {ghg_useg_gifavorite thought of his - when he says, hereby, literally he

says - in this, we are in him. And that he abides in him, ought to walk in this

way.

There is a two-fold danger, indeed, in &E?nking lightly of sin>> gigggj/to think

that s;gséégggéggéggg ané_gg_gggﬂgggﬂgﬁggpg_it. And secondz that there is forgiveness

of sin. And some will say - if all have sinned, why make a fuss about it. Tt is just

part of the human situation. But again, if there is forgiveness of sin, why worry

about it. Christ Jesus has already won that for us.

;5%;¢5 He says, that we have aniadvocatez Which in other places is translated
2 as ‘Sons and daughters rose.up to comfort him at the loss of
e
Joigphu Gen7/37:35.

/1
Isa 6122 - States this is the function of the prophet - to_comfort all that

i3 A
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nourn.

Matt. 3:4 - Those who Eg%;p will be comforted.

Second, this means to

a helper and as a counselor. It means a helper, a supporter, a wit s in your
\_% __/% per, PP =5 s __,_,__D% y

favor, in your defense to plead your cause. Joseph and his brethren - he says, when

Py

forgave theg in the Scriptures for the wrong that they have done him, he said

amnesty for all that you did for me. You need not to look for any other
. y y me s 2—-—"“‘7 g_____}l-—-—-”-ﬁ’

advocate. You need not to plead or have anyone else to plead for you. So an advocate

by

is someone to plead oqglgmgguse. And the Chrlstlan man has this in Jesus Christ. He

..........
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is the defender. He is at the right hand of God who makes intercession for us. Rom. 8:34.
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Heb. 7:25 - He ever liveth to make intercession.

“)in religion igkgigd and it interrupts the fellowship
: rup

sacrifice. And thii?igb
with God. By sacrifice, fellowship with God is restored. Our relationship is
\_._7:1 o

restored. So theéJews!offered night and morning a sin offering in the temple.

Trespass offerings. And in the day of atonement, for all sins known and unknown.
4__2_f;7 g y 77§ s 0O
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So here is someone who has been injured and someone comes and takes away the
~ / ’»—-—-—-—————— ——

insult. So he is forgiven. And God has provided thisléi_iggggtap from sin.

When a man can enter the presence of Cod. The word means - Y so much to pacif
p 8 D y
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enter into fellowship with God. So the penalty remitted, the guilt removed, the

Godﬂagﬂto disinfect man from the taint of sin. And thereby, to fit him again to

defilement taken away. This work of Jesus was carried out not only for us but
for the whole world.
That is why to know God and to abide in him and to have fellowship in him, is

7
said if God has made man for
— -

the deepest quest of every man's heart.

himself, and that yﬂé?-were restless until they rested in Him,

~— ‘gég;;) He walks then - as you walk. He,&@dks—ﬂhilg_QE_EEEE_fg%fb. Taught

everyone how to walk that claims to abide in him. Thisthe guess work out
h e ST, W LAV

of salvatiop and throws light on the Christian as he obeys. To obey the commandments
p : 1§;Z=b it

S—
and to walk on this earth and to keep those commandments - is to regfég, his

life of service and sacrifice. Loud talk, all comes to nothing. Unless it is backed
T

up by a life such as Christ himself lived. If a man has not this spirit - he is

none of his.
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II. RECOMMENDS HIS EXPERIENCE TO OTHEE;_— V{.9—ll }

Now this p2535_§39§§%§§k awvay from the matter of salvation. Qi:yzou are rggg%gsgéing

the experience that you have to someone else, If it ever happened to you pgggggéi}y,
T - Pay

e .

you will recommend it, as a wonderful experience foreveryone else. You need(éé}n;g;

fessional trainime to do this. To just tell someone elseﬁééé)gzgs;,that_day was when

the Doxology of praise entered your heart and how tgr_oor_row has heen different in
.-\——ﬁ_\ T vt

your life, in your job.

ppogd today somebody del%ji:ff‘zggﬂiﬁ%géggz. And in the contents they state
reas T /

you inherited a millivon dgll=¥s. How long would you keep yourtelephone silent. How

long would it be before you told someome. Would you go on about your nqrmal routine
T e
of life. Would you just go on to bed as usual. No, there are some friends that are
close to you. And there are some good news that you want to share. And it is
G_'_——_’-'———_

impossible to keep this to yourself.

When it comes to taking the guesswork out of salvation, this personal relationship
¢
is something that is going to influence your life. And you are going to recommend

it to others.

V} 7, For one thing he says, V. 9,6:;>yoL are in the light and hate vour brothex. He
Pl ?
- s

ays you are still in darkness unto now.

(/ rr
. -— He that loveth his brother, abideth in the light. There is none

occasion to stumbling to him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness and

- walks in darkness. What John is saying here - you are going to go on a half=uay

stage. You can't go on hating the man next to you. Hating your ngighbor, hating
somebody in your E%gééz, He says, these two don't go together. And if you walk in
the light. And if you are a Christian, and you love - then all the guesswork is

taken out of it.
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He who loves his brother not, walks in darkness. And does not know where he is

going because the darkness has blinded him. The hatred makes the man blind.

It is not uncommon sight to see a group of men and people opposed - even a good
and useful proposal. Just because he delikes or has a quarrel with the man who made

the proposal.

Sometimes this hinders the progress in a church when there is some scheme - whereby
~ —
somebody has a personal animoéity - no man is fit to give a verdict on anything while

he has hatred in his heart. To me this is a very, very lovely passage of Scripture
-_—_ =

that he brings to use. That we recommend to others if we are saved,

Ol
IIT. REJECTS TINTENTIONAL SIN -~ Ygi;é;é;i:)

- He says the one that abideth in me, ye have overcome the wicked one. V. 15. Love

Vil

f 1 . . .
“*—”’Qnot the world, neither the things that are in the world.

\‘ For all that is in the world, the 11431:_01?__511_@__\?.]76%1, the lyst.of the eye,

the pride of life, is not of the Father but of this world. And so the man who is
a Christian - all of this is taken out of his life. Notice here, first he says, the

typical sins of the world as he names three of them.

<:E£££D’ flesh desire. This means that the sins of the flesh, sgxual sins, part of

our nature. Or we make the god of pleasure - purely worldly pleasure.

Second,/ the eyes desi - that is the outward show. We see nothing without wishing

to acquire it,.
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hirdqd the empty life of pride. A man who claims the po jons and the
deeds and achievements that do not belong to him - in order to impress othersand
—T — . pai

to exhalt himself. So he judges everything by the matter of appetite.
xaalt nimsel

Mow this is a lovely passage because it helps us to reject the intentional

sins that would come. The bhes defenﬁg)of the Christian against sin, is to remember

who and what he is, and what God has done for him in Jesus Christ.
nat e 2t
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%
was urged to seek safety. 6:11. Gbould such_a man as I fleeﬁl Yhen
—== <

e

the Christian is tempted in this way, he must reject these intentional sins that

R
—

come to him.

gj He warns his readerq“%EEEEEE,EEE—Egéég in giving assurance of victory over it.

V/(' For the man who will do the will of God and he suggests here in these verses, V. 18 -

it

about the anti-Christ. Fe says_ thtlehchllareni anti-Christ shall come even now
Pttt

v
are there pany anti-Christ. Whereby, we know that it is the last time. He speaks
of these hostile enemies and forces who can come and claim as an opponent and as

an adversary of Christ. And the anti-Christ puts him in the place of Christ.

evil.;
-

Qg;;at stands for ggg.

and in oppgﬁ;xlon to God.

in Thess. speaks of the man of sin. In the book of &
L —eses . A .

the ?;2&; and the dragon - and of course(:ﬁé;o

there is

Yho was a human monster.

~———
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All down through hi there have been identification of human figures with

anti~Christ. The Pop Napol Leon, have all been in their day and generation

— .

identified with antl—Chrlst. So remember the principle which is hostile too and

actively opposed to God.

And so there was the expectation of an adversary, a Messigh to appear, just as

the Messiah himself. To come and to become the anti-Christ. w;ites about a
falling away thaf_gggg_g%%g and a man of sin that must be revealed before the
coming of the Lofd Jesus Christ could take place. This man of sin would be the
son of predition. He would oppose and exhalt himself against all that is called

God or that is worshipped.

In other places in Revelation, there are false teachers and prophets, beasts of

sin and unrighteous ones are spoken of. He says in the last hour, V. 18, Christians

4ﬂ=;==5§§$£

have heard that anti-Christ comes. Hence, in the last hour, he does not use this

but in a last hour. He is saying to little children, you are expecting the anti-

Christ. Paul's man of sin. And the fipal appearing of Jesys.
. in an age that has the characteristic of the last aée. And that last hour. Men are

nywwav ) ———
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/Ka? | pow ? our midst that have the qualities of the antl—Chrlst. They are deadly enemies
/r' /‘/ \l/’“ﬂ -

jﬁiﬁﬁf hrlst. Theyé%%i)themselves against everything that is Christian.
Mﬁ -

,"’ Al

And John speaks about this hour. And the of sin are great and intense.
“——‘_7 LR e
And the Christian can know that he has salvation without guesswork. When he rejects

these anti-Christ and this evil. And puts it down in all forms.

4
\J'((éz V. 19 - Now John says those that went-out—from ug, and do not continue with us,
~ — 7

,////Z;;;; was a falling away. He means to say that they do_not belong to the Christian
company - not oneﬁgf them belongs to us. Their going away shows that they are

retrobates.
/’M '
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g this implication of the fool that had said in his
heart th%é%gé%g&%géggrf he had a conversation with

And he began by remoging one thing and another. He began by removing the po;pit

f about his wqggggiliﬁgf

furnishings. He hid the B%E}e away and he murmurred about the treasured passages

- he recalled the convergions. The cries from the sick beds. The marfigges that

had taken place. The deaths. He removed the hymnbooks. He removed the worship
— '

hour, the praise, and the repentance. And the good music. The pulpit cushion.

The great sermons. And the testimony. The pulpit flowers and the pulpit E;ﬁirs'

-
And he removed all of these. The children's anniversary pieces. The faithful
_7
prayegﬁ_gﬁﬂghg_glg;pen and he stepped down from the pulpit stairs talking to himself

and stumbling. He went out and slowly leaving the pulpit bare and empty - he walked

to the church door. He turned his hand on the(éjtc§>and he whispered in silence
t} [ W
- do you want them back. And 3,000 voices shouted as one -~ yes! ysiég Returning

to his place, (Egg;zod)everythlng quietly, 1mpbg§§§vely, and without a word, he

layed the B;Ele upon the cushion. He opened it and read. Comfort .yve, comfort ye,

”””””””””””””””””” -7 SIS
my people - saith your God. /’The aqg;:ih;;gt.doubtleqs struck fear. The Devil's

P

own Messiah marked to come in that last hour.

V.w John says you have an{anointing)from the holy one. And this puts you
- Cﬂﬁgggﬂg;l

in an emphatic position, as the Christian reader and agiiggglthese anti~Christ. He

has something that the anti-Christ does not have. And so elsewhere, that all

Christians can know that they(Eelong fo Christ without guesswork. It seems unlikely

e

that he should say that a Christian knows everything. But the anointing comes from

the holy one. And it more probably refers of Christ. Christ so occupies John's

thoughts that sometimes he is lifted up. anointed at his baptism by the Holy
' —_ Ve

Spirit. And the same Christ anoints his people with th{”@ZEE) That is his coming
\

that makes it internal and gives confidence to the Christian.
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reminds us, that if we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in

us. But if a man is not living in contradiction to Christ's plan, then he is

safe, There willbw“

But to %ég, cheat, steal. or profane, his name willingly - hot a Christian will do

.

imes yhen we fail to live in the higher level.

o T
T .

these things. e does not have the old appetite left in him. Somebody will say

this morning, well(preacher) you are talking 0f course, it is,

=

Xhat haggens. No miracle takes president over the fact that

e

and that is exactly
=

God can cleanse a human heart.

To makevatgub%gg.or prigat% gggggggég? of faith, a few months later to be found

in some vu%gig'gxawd or living in some 1us§ju;/direction, or participating in some
0ld worldly amusement - or tossing just a few coins into God's storehouse is to think
of God as a shoe-shine boy. No, a man who does that is not saved. And there is

no guesswork about that fact.

How can you know that you are saved - are you trying to grow a soul like that
of your Saviour. Does each day finding you discontent with yesterday's performance.
In your Christian life. The born-again Christian knows that purity must preceed

paradise. He knows that is first.

IV. RESTING IN HIS PROMISES - V. 24-20, Vv, 17

R 77 — ty
X/‘;Lfff And this is t omigse that he hath promised us - even eternal life. We are
; . ~==za§=£hﬁ—nx——7r . ——

resting in the promises of God.

Y

i" Il
17?says ~ but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.
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That is the reason that we can take the guesswork out of our salvation.

once told of - he visited that had accumulated wealth. He had

RO

money but ngﬁ?mily. He asked him about ég;;lénsgitutions he wanted te/gid. He

could think of no good cause. And none of the causes that he suggested appealed
7

to the man. He was coming near to death. He knew that death was going to

separate him from his money. But there was no educational or benevelent cause
[ Wttt Bt

that appealed to him so he went away from the lawyer's office without making a

will., The world and its lust was passing away - and this man was left..disappointed.

/,
a_Christian.™ On the other hand, 6e that doeth the will of

Gog} abideth forever./! The man who lives to do the will of God, who makes the will

of God the law of his life, finds 1life that is enduring. And the man who lives
for the world and its empty desires ,loses life, but he that does the will of God

lives forever. There is only one thing worth living for -~ the will of God.

/éiéiﬂfﬁi§fggzzgaggfjis on_the gogb of D. L. Moody. And his life was an exemplification
i ~ ) -

of what it means. And he tried to give himsg%f unresery he will of God. And

he lives on in the lives of tg?usands blessed by<hi§_ﬂgrk. And who can tell in what

enduring glory he lives beyond the veil. [/Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon .,

this earth where moth, and rust consume -~ and where thieves break through and steal.
But lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven - where neither moth nor rust does

consume and thre/ZZi?Yegqu nof break EFIOUQh ‘ stea], 61;‘3@&7¢L\?7VL62&\~
é ﬁw‘awfﬁﬂz%

“ﬁy& )/,z/%

= e
sal ion, as a Christis Without the art of rationizing - the old chief built % g}
.,—./‘——‘\ - S e it

a fire. In the middle of a fire ~ he left a clear circle about two feet. 1In the
Poran - . - et

middle he placed a crawling worm. The worm crawled out to the edge of the fire

but could not escape. Finally it was completely exhausted and the worm stopped

to die. The Indian chief reached over and picked up the worm and took it out of

the circle of the fire. You see, that is the way I was saved. In frapntic fear and
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"and foolish hoast., I floundered around in my soul ~ circled by fire. And God

L———

reached down and got me by the hands and lifted me out. There is no guesswork

gheut that to me.

A
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That is the only way it can happen with one exception. You must be willing
P Ly way PP p g
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to_be lifted out of the flames.
. = Ot 2
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