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MAKING THE PROMISE LAND PERMANENT

Joshua 24:14-15-16

In ourcégzz;él thus far, we began with a c;ggifigéﬁ%;fe of the Passover in
Egypt, and the %B%fif:fil%éd life in crossing Jordan, and the wilggzgggg_jg;rney
made up of testings, mirf}les, and the meet%gg of different people including
ourselves, and then the crossing into the promise 1a9d. And we considered last
week.ég;g;to.lixe_in_Ihg_prgmigg*%gnd. And we discussed with.you agfg%pg‘in
Christ - the place of an ;izgr, and the grmour needed.to live in the promise land

on a high spiritual plain.

eng. This is the thing that we all want to Bs

integxested in today - the fabulous futuzg in the promise land - how was it to be
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made secure. How were the people of Israel supposed to continue now in a definite
o >

detailed, permanent fashion. This is what took up Jeshua's consideration. He

3

dealt with this especially when he came to close out his life. He brings to them

the é&all . They have put awaywthemgggg of their fathers on the other side of

the flood, those they had in Egypt. And now they are to serve the Lord. And he
/i

says, I'm setting an example. My entire household is going to serve God. And he

makes a choice. And(Jou have to make a choice. And this is the thing that each’
& o ¢

person today has to make a choice.

Now this is a fabulous idea - when you come to think about how to live in the
e -

promise land.

As I think about

b

had slogan&/iﬁ/;;;;; administrations as they had new hope, and looked for a better
Ly R = :

“»EEigéﬁwﬁrﬁﬁidé£E§>~ by way of introduction, many of them
AW



T /
tomorrow. Franklin D, Rogsevglt - The New Deal. Harry Tguman - The Fair Deal.

¥ \ . 3
John Kennedy -~ The New Frontier. TIyndon Johnson ~ The Great Society.
T m—-——-ﬂ"f—-

Now inspite of the dark clouds of war, each of(EEEEE)mgn tried some gr@ét,iggg
i ,‘j'/ / _— i

'?Wonder. .

future that belongs to us, in the way of travel. In the way the newspapers roll out

to anticipate the future.

what Roosevelt would say today with the staggering

A

and the T. V. carry on their propaganda,

Let me by way of introduction say, that (@

iy
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fs not sbsent. As,a Christiap, with

our Bibles in our hands, we can gurvey the world scene. And we can be aware that
, < ~ )

God is here in the shadow of history. The hristiaﬁ)is ngt. . disturbed by the qig}ence,
. i e

the st£$fe, and the threat of w%rs, that fill the daily newspapers. We know that some

of these things are the consequences of man's sin and greed. WNow if anything else

were happening, we would have a right to doubt the Bibl ;Geryda§3we see a thousand
* e e, iAo,
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evidences of the fulfillment, of Bible prophecy - and what the Bihle says. And no

matter how we may look at the future or at history, we have to believe that the New

Testament knows for us, that the best is yet to come. The Pible tells us that the

future is all in God's hands. And(the future }is not in the hands of the Devil. And

‘__‘_____’,_,___/
so he is not the determining thing.

. v
st said the Lord is my light and my salvation - whom shall I fear. The

2 e ; ,
Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid. i;salm 27:1.

The story of a(boyjon a railway c tment in Englandéz at one of the stations
and elderly gentleman engaged him in conversation. Are you travg}igg_gll_algne,
pabit=
Sonny? Yes, Sir. How far are you traveling. Are you not afraid to take such a
long journey all b ourself. No, I am not. Why not? Because m @ is the
Lone 3 v ¥y yours ’ ROt Y

thinee%. No wonder the boy had such great confidence and feared nothing. His
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father was in control. Hi§—§££%ﬁf knew his son was somewhere on the triin. issﬁf

our Father, is in control of the world. He knows his own. And he knows where we

st et

are on this planet.

as dispatched to the continent on some important

business. He stayed one night in a seaport town and tossed on his bed unable to
e cmgm— ) phaiee Y

sleeg.. According to an old custom, a Eervant Elgpt in his room. And on this

occasion, he slept soundly enough that the secretarv at length awalkened the man,

and asked how it was that his master could not sleep. I am so afraid that something

will go wrong with this trip, was the replv. Then the servant said, may T ask a

¢
pr two. Nid God rule the world before we were born. ﬁég:‘assuredly he
i ] -

L~
did. And will he e it again after we are dead. Certainly he will. Then master,

said the servant, why no

too. The secretary's faith was
stirred, peace was the result, and in a few minutes he and his servant were in sound

sleep.

History is going somewhere. And David said, my times are in thy hand. Psalm 31:15.
—7
We know full well that God is doing all he can to bring things under his control. Now

if we are going to(live/in the Spiri wiEEﬂggg,in,eentsyl - knowing that God is not

absent - then there are going to be at least(three thines) that will take place and

b .

this will help us to make the promise land permanent.

& jz::// There will be firstff} spontaneous _fo. f‘ This will be number one. Now this is

like setti_:ﬁ;gg ?in This was what Joshua was saying — now I don't know what

other people are going to do, but he says, \my house - we are going to serve the Lord.

In the matter of("focusinéz camera, some cameras have an automati‘;c eye, or light,

S

that lets in more Lig%; or shuts out light am makes it just right for the picture

to be in focus every time. It is in this matter of focus - getting your life in the



right perspective.
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Now I hope we can make this and plain enough that each one can
understand it. (Joshua 22:10 ' % and Manasseh
gathered on the Jordan border - theg had a purpose. They gathered and erected a

reat -al They wanted to get their»lives in focus. It was erected as a
wi?ziggﬂggfﬂad to following generations T«QLEEE;D And the altar was to be a witness

between us that the Lord is God. V. They called it the altar of witness.

Now there is one spiritual activity that supersedes all others in dmm~wt—-

o~
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And when it receives the proper emphasis - the others have a waJ

é
If it is lacking, CGod will withdraw the fullness of his power. %
|

Now I speak of Goq'srwitnqgs through ng;_life. Tt is by the

Tue orn_ScoT_guide just bac]
from taking the new iQinistery o

through you. Perhaps the major problem today in evangelism is aﬁa‘ rouse shooting trip- over th
. - . ! o mng

i i s " moors, sank wearily into his chal
We are to witness for FHim. We are not to witness for Him so muct ) e ¥
before the fire.

i 113 b4 f
of Him. And we only do this by learning to witness, and depend v Here’s icmg Oflm; mﬁAc
| you, Aﬂggi,__éald his wife. g

i ini g t!
this is the goal of your journeys end and this is the goal that ﬂﬁgﬂx;maxnmnmmraq;mgégg

The old fellow answered sloy
1. The objective of your jo ly, “Aye, old woman, a fine sh

! he is—butCtjs marvelous inde

It isn't your witness, so much - as it i§ his. Ve gives express%

permanent. And witpessipe is the 2o

purpose of your life - thipk of it. You are on a journey. Peter "X the LO“i_ro,C L
when he ShOOtan‘!}
given unto us exceeding great and precious promises. That by the —ArxANsAs BAPT!

partakers of the divine nature. 2 Peter 1l:4. Now God wants to fill vou with his

divine nature.

R-‘?" Topbepsonformed to the imag

e of his son - your life is to be full

of God.

The motive behind all God did for Israel was the witness of Cod through them,
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Ex, 16:7-12. That is, his will today. He wants to express his life through vou,

for a witness of himself in this Godless world. And his image must be projected

clearly. When other things crowd into the picture, you suffer a .double exposure

t s A _ SRS ‘¢ -
and the image is blurred. jZ;;<;¢{ 62;7”/ e \T 57 g ¢ —
ST

Now I hope that you understand what we are saying about spontaneous focus here,
This is the first thing. And it is imperative that you pay attention to this first

of all.

I do not know whether or not you have had any dealing with ai/ ifying glas
. : v
It is a powerful little thing. Some of them come in a little case - pocket size.
“w———— e
And of course, some of them have lgs ir prestige now. It is a wonderful

instrument in the school room and it has wonderful power. And it was a wonder to

e

me as many years ago - that people used magnifying glasses. It has never ceased

1e5ﬁg;ing on a label and read it word for word. And how yvou could take that
\.—-———’_‘_’—'-’——‘—_7—

magnifying glass and without a match focus—it on a piece of saper - and you could

jyithout a match. The lens will draw several light rays to focus at a
common point. You move it bhack and forth, and vou get properly focused until you
have one tiny image of the sun on that piece of paper. And it will ignite and

burst it into flames,

If you will

move your life in between the son of God and this 19$thiq;}§ﬁ— and when you move it
back and forth, and when you get it in proper focus, then the image of Jesus Christ
is going to be projected through vour life in this world. WNow the result of this
is going to be the powerful combustion that will set things a fire. You must give

first of all, strict attention to the focus of your life.



spontaneous with you,

nder the }owei‘of JesusMQhrist, that your life is going to stay

in focus. It is not going to be’changing. Then the second thing that is going to
help you make the promise land permanent, is your sensitivity to the spiritual laWSd
of God. Just
laws. And thislis going to give vo
perfect image each time. And this is wha
as for him and his household, they were geis rbh_ﬂ‘ rolled by the livipe C And
they were going to serve the Lord. And so the openness and the sensitivity of the

spiritual laws is going to mean that you are going to keep your life open to the full

reflection of the Son -~ the Lord Jesus Christ. And this is the thing that is going

ébm4é %;1tzi:iizzzngiiﬂinﬁgugéi,lfkgnigi;n%ﬂ@;7 _ﬁ_<§béénwm¢_4%hmu/7'é;$?il;;;m42 —

—
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o But we all with open face reflecting as in a glass the glory of the

Lord are changed into the same image from glory to glory even as by the spirit of

the Lord.

our lives close up to his witness through us,

Do zanlrealiie wha; tgiﬁ peans

we cease to be changed. When we are t in focus, then:he only expresses his life

in us by releasing it through us. It is a spiritual law - that as we follow these

Q{:iritual 1laws our
oo

this in view. We Christians have no vale over our faces. We can be mirrors that

transformation will equal our transparency ¥ Now we must keep

brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of the Lord works within

us - we | ore and more like him.

The ultimate objective of the Spirit-filled life is to witness and the deepest

desire in the heart of God is the deepest thought in the mind of God. And the
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deepest action is the will of God - and is expressed through and in your life,

How can you claim to live in the promise land, if the activitiy of your life

is not centered in witnessing.

coggg;qg@ withﬁgitngss;qgwquﬁim. They will have tried and failed, struggled

and cried, trusted and won, until their lives begin to effect and influence
others. This will become a life-style with you. Joshua 24:20 - If ye forsake the

lord, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume

you, after that he hath done you good.

The person that if“wfw » ‘;f;;nd_filléékygfhmgggwﬁoly Spir}t, will(i%énessZas

naturally as br-_“”ing, as naturally as the radio commentator gives the news,

> ;55 the football player puts on a helmet.
' - —

And T say this in deep conviction, €od will cease to fi1l any life, that closes
itself off from the world. God's life must pass through you. And in the process;
you are changed. And as you are sensitive to the spiritual laws, you will be controlled

by them.

carefully trained in Sysggﬁ, Franges and Gq%gahy. From 1838-1849.
career in opera and concert. The famous American showman, P.gT. Barnham brought
e was guaranteed W

the Swedish nightingale to the United States in 1§§T;Wﬁ*

per night for a tour of the country - 1la

other highly successful tours and concert appearance, I thile still a young

woman, she gw
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Considering her voice a pift frog Cod. she saidd I will sing for Gc

 -Thousands
of dollars were given away for reli%;ous and charity work. She sang religious
songs for the salvation of lost sggls and to bless the lives of those who heard her.

Once a friend found her sitting alone reading her Rible. The friend inquired why
=EnE lum_ﬁ.,-..&..&ﬁ

she had given up fame and fortune, at the height ofrher career, Jenny Lind, h93593é7

up her Bible replied, every day made me think ggzhigg at all QE;E;iS' What else
r Y ¢ay mace me tane n ..at 4@

could I do?

If we keep in the proper focus to the spiritual laws, God's great book will come

alive in your life.
RN

e r oo o T P

| SHARE THF AMAZING GRACE AS A SER AI.\!T!

3

Now we have considered getting ourAliy§§_iE_§%Sus. We have thought about the
spiritual 13ws that will control us. And now, we must think of sharing the amazing
grace as servants of God. For when vour life is first brought into proper focus,

you will want to then share the important life which you have with others.

(f 54

give full strength and help.

ance and length. And then it will

Now mark it dowm, ur/life will never have much—-infiyence on those you know

from a far off, You will never be an effective witness if vou keep everyone at

arms length. You must get close to people - aboué—igg}//’You must really get next
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to people for an effective witness. #“Now this will mean that you must share with

them face to face.

I remember reading about *//fq

vho was tal;;ng to a yoyne man.-on the

street about.beinﬁ a Christian. He had made no impression on him, and then he said

to him - _yvour mother_wants to hecome a Christian doesn't she? And the young man

began to cr Then the man asked him, vour father wants you to become a Christian,
- ’

does he not? And there was Do answer. But soon the young man made this statement

- my, father is an office; in the church. And gﬁ.ﬂg&hﬁ;,ig_g_lgﬁder in the work of

the Woman's Society. But neither of them has ever spoken to me about my soul.
> ~

~~~~~~~ e et et

I believe many mfagqsr and mother will stand before the judge. on. the great day

of awards and hear the“words, "you are ‘crownless’. Your children were not saved
—— L7 s T T TS
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alvation - you have had no part in it. And you might have
; -------ngg'ps-nﬂv

had this crown but some body else has taken it.

i thedir

In yearé gone by many who have been unwilling to give a spoken witness have
excused themselves by saying, I aritness by my life. Well, their witness is usually
inadequate. Because such a person fails to get clo%e to people. Such a witness is
usually done a far off. Besides, if your life is indeed a good example, people will
not likely know that Christ is the source of vour strength unless you tell them.

Otherwise you get the glory for being good.

Now witnessing - perggg_gg_gg;gggﬁreguires closeness, Face to face in proper
focus. And this is what we usually refer to as personal soul-winning. Now this may
turn some people off to mention soul-winning. Mos;lgglkﬁ_ﬂgglf;jggkar1ﬂtﬁ?7ﬂmﬂﬁmihaL\\mwk,
We all feel guilty about our neglect and our own concern. But let it be known, no

man reaches the promise land without developing a personal concern for others.

Moreover, once you are in the promise land, if not before - you will share that
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concex, by speaking or expression - person to person. It is impossible to experience

the blessings of the promise land and keep quiet about it.

You will share with the lost.

' L 4
__t. And ye shall witnesses unto me. Not you might be, but he says,
you will be.

has a good story on this, The Szrians beseiged Samai%a -~ they

camped outside %ntil the Samaritame—ran out of food. The famine was desperate.
- AR————

So desperate t

at b?2323 were bqﬁled and eaten. 2 Kings 6., During the night, the
ngg made th¢ Syrians hear a sound like the thundering of horsegdhoofs -~ like a
riding against.them, They thought the Egyptians had been called in
and they paniced. left their camp and all their possessions behind.
eggers\zggyured out of the famine ridden Samaria and went into the
camp2-of theISyriéﬁs. They found it deserted. The lepers shgg}ed for joy. They
ran through the camp, they entered the tents, they ate kheir fi1l of the spoils of
the goods and had all they could carry. And they thought about their friends that
were starving. Being men of principle, they said one to another - this isn't right.

This is wonderful news and 22-%ESE;§_§hgxiggniE=¥ith_an¥i;ge. Let's go back and
----='=’F—ﬂll-’”“;;;7 - L . e

tell the people!"é Kings 7:9.

The peg_ple who get in the Rromise land havWM just like that.

And the Lord has taken care of the enemy. They have entered the camp. They have
experienced what it is to be filled with wonderful blessings. Now, inevitably,

they willekespond. This is gQod woqggfful news. And we aren't sharing it with

anyone, Come on - let's go back and tell the people of God, The people that Christ



-11-

died for.

@ istians have entered the promise land only to quickly fall away

from spirityal wealth, Because they never became witnesses. They refyged. to shg;e

their good news, Now God will withhold his richest blessings from such a man.
R

If you are going to make it 4 you have got to remember as we have

étated here - that there must b; a épontaneous foggg in your life which must be
proper. There must bhe a sensitiveness to the spiritual laws of God. And third,
and finally, there must be a sharing of the amazing grace. Which I am urging you
to witness. 1Is it nothing to you that the masses know not our Lord. Jesus came

to seek and to save that which was lost.

driyv_in_g»«am_bj_,t;i*ggﬁ,p;f___»ggg;,l,i/,_ﬁ/g. Can you be saved and refuse to help

rescue others. Can you be spiritually full and be unconcerned for those who are
empty. Can you expect God to give you your life and his fullest attention if you

ignore those in need of you. I think not. FE=Xcuses are unexceptable.

If you seldom lead anyone to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, vour life is
less than what God expects. There is a direction of life that leads to wonderful

fullness. And you need to share all of this with others.

God wants us to get alive in his world. And he does not intend for the Gospel

of the amazing grace to stop with you. He reaches through you to others.

irold of a friggd whose child had been bq;asg'hlind. He was

brought to Ind anagolis and this Quaker was asked to find a specialist who would

-
successfully treat him., Such a one was found, When the operation had been finished
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he announced that the boy would certainly see. And sure enough, he opened his
- L

eyes. His first glance rested upon hf mothm Vhom he had never known but by
E [T THRE

finger touch. The mother hend down to see if she was to be recognized -~ crying
P i ST,

out, oh my son, my son!
L

' X4
The boy gazed at his mother and when he knew her - he cried. out, oh mother,
-—§' - [ = N

(]
is this heaven. It shall be heaven for us when the scales shall be taken from
L

our eyes. And the vale that dims our vision shall be removed. And we shall see

him face to face. v a fﬁg%}ng,it will be when we arise completely and totally

in the promise ¥ And hear him say, well done, good and faithful servant -
o

enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. And we shall have a glimpse of his face.

And the promise land will then be permanent.



