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WHY CHAMGE THE WEATHER?
I Kings 19:11-12
Cen, 8:22
INTRODUCTION ’
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Dr, Fd Te said, if)men ever succeed in modifying the weather, we will
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lose our only safe topic of conversation.
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He opposed all attempts at weather modification unless the effects are fully

/
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understood. /4 Man RTFN‘(’NQA. A:s /&A‘%ﬁkowv‘i& Adacsn Wowey J;b;gf Wee ko B ecoaed his
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The other day, iHag e, asked the question - what is.the forecast;

L] T . ,
Fis flunky said fair and warmer. In the next frame of that comic strip, Hagar

is pictured in his ship. The ice and snoy have covered it. The blocks of ice

T
"
and the ice bergs are hefore him., And his man says, of course - th is a long

pL

4
range forecast.
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Tt sounds very much like the predictions we have heen getting all across the
C T e g

country. The forecasts have heen not only pretty accurate. DBut they have come

true.

I f
gvervbody talks a

The expression, jout the weather but no body does anything

tf
about it.

Nf course there are lots of people trying to do something about the weather.
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J the weather bureau chief, W, 1., Moore - issued clear and cold.
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.
For the inauguration of William Howard\Taft.] When the day arrived, it %gowe&'instead

and the politicians gave him a rough time.
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In {225‘ L. B, J. said there are rivers in the sky. And they represent an

hon

additional water supply. ¥We was speaking about how to modify the weather and

get something done about it,

T
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# Y .
' ] }yere passed out by tha® JFeather bureau and the

weather burgau had made a lot of errors. And congressman W, §. Howard wanted

e,
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to agg}%ﬁﬁ%mhmmM@@xhggmgprgau in his state. Ve said that down in{ _orﬁé} he
_ W 44

preferred the use of a sour wood stick.
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In th%t same vear, the circular that was sent out said this - the weather

o

-
. And a grafting outfit. g f}you are honest and work for a

living - you don't want to Eavlﬁgggwhat man don't have anythine to do with.
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The weather is CGod's business onlv. So for vears, the weather has come to the

forefront.

5 Put there are people today who would Did vou ever

think how marveloys that would he. Were it is Faster Sunday, vou push a button
and vou get some heautiful sunshine. Mn another day, vou are going to have a

picnic. You get the right kind of weather -~ just right., A parade is coming up
= -

or a sports event - and vou push a button and vou get clear weather.
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Wow these ideas of changing the weather have come down through the vears because

we aref?issatisfied creaturesi And we have called on all kinds of magicians and
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witch doctors, to help us with it.
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In%London»thev have the TIDO, f%og Dispersal System;X It warms the air and burns
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the fog awav.



Mow most of us are going to{grumbleﬁabout the weather no matter how it
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turns out. Put the weather has played an important part in wars, somei%é%?)

have been lost and some been won. Tor example, the historians say that

DR

Qgpolggﬁiloqt in Pussia because of the weather. Thev also say that the victory
&
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.
of thel Alll win Yormandy was due to the accurate prediction of the weather.
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unncebﬁristoti;%‘wgﬂLﬁh§ome people have heen ahle to walk outside and predict

by looking at the sky\overhead. Other people judge it by frqgs, snalls, or bark .
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on a tree. ance”]7°° }the_oldﬂfarmer_s gmganac haq heen famous for getting

people lipedwﬁb on the weather.
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foperlments\have heen made - in fact, they dropped dry ice. 11# of dry ice

dropped from a high altitude punched a 3 mile hole in a cloud. They also tried

stripes of metal foil, to create rain.

by
vorst. of all possible times.’ Tew observers of our comtemporary scene, who would
ph=t X ;

quarrel with this complaint. And this complaint was made not by me - but hundreds

2 7

of years ago by{_ In the book of Toh. Man is horn to trouble as the sparks

394
fly upw . DNow that is my story - and that is youss - and that's what this

St e A

country is going through right now.
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To whom can I s

The gentle man has perished. The violent man has
. e P e ,
access to everybodv. To whom can I speak today - there is no righteous men. The

— ; ‘ ; s
. . i . :
earth is surrendered to crimimals. Now this vaskn ok _spoken last vee“ RBut this

was spoken 4,000 vears.aoo. By a civil servant who was contemplating suicide.
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In the time of Egypf}s great kingdom and power.
&)

You move on a few thousand.years, and vou come to the day when Paéé@ﬁart
I - B . d L. !
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W v 4
wrote, oh god, what an awful arse vou have caused me to live in.
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Then you travel on to the{]Rt@ centukye-and you listen tovﬂohn Randol X

¥ i1
of Virginia - thiiwggggggy is ruined beyond redempsdem. And sure enough, a

oty

few years later the Civil War took place. The things that happen to us and

have happened throughout the country weatherwise) when we think about what

winter has done. We can see that these are,
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;o Ty N, J. issue emergencies. 322,@%@ workers in M, Y.
unemployed as a result of the gas crisis. %ggﬁggg in Pa. 27* JQQW1n N, o

g

The go@ernor Shapp of{ﬁi&}called on all stg;es, restaurants, fact3§1es, tbeatres,

to close. Philadelphia cut its gas supply. And cities such as Johnstown, Pa.

W’(

virtually shut down as violent vin

A
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e
io ig at stake

get us through

[ TR

he said.

And of course the latest weather reports tell us that there are blocked..xoads.

\

In fact, asfon {wesare at the end of the road as we know

America, The icy winter, and the shortages. 50,000 homes were in immediate
® e i

s ep MR

~REALS are frozen in.yater. What winter has done,
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danger in the state off
g

has brought trouble. The seafood 1ndustrv hag been disrupted in (

The citrus fru: s and vegetah
TR R e TS

Raii;gadaoperations in the North.
Construction of projects have been shut down. Wild life is in trouble. In the
marshes and in the frozen North. Factg;}ﬁ8whave bean closed. And on and on,

goes the crisis of what winter has done.
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that they received it and thought the Gods were displeased if they didn't.

A tribe of Indiaps had a rain maker up in ziggggﬁa. It dipped a bunch of

~’-7—w

hair in a bucket df water and tyirled it around to make it spray like rain.
o P kamJ .

y attired girls would go in procession from house Lo.heuse

SRR

singing for rain. And were drenche  _people with buckets of water.
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am told, that when rain was”much“negggd, thehwomeﬁtteased a

7 . ”

They would hang up a couple of bags along the river - and there would he Zgﬁﬁﬂﬂwmm

R NG A S

of them, There were many rites carried on in this way.
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Then there wasiblastingithe weather. Before the invention oXy

3 loud

e ) Y
noises were used to influence the weather. They generally said that after a ﬁg&ﬁ%ﬁ,

when the loud clash of swords, that they would have heavy.rains. So people hegan

iy

and ouns. And church bells - as far bagk as{ﬁS 53 To create
: I MW e oo 4
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ajacent land. About the effects of firing - since the hail often fell somewhere

whether there was anv noise or not. And so one neighbor blamed it on another

neighbor and they finally took the thing to the court room.



el% Eingggg was made 3 ral.
restriction was instituted because too many bell, finpers were elecfrocuted by
" s . . SRR L}r
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lightning.

- ‘
siroared and bells tolled.

Over the next century, /gug

NI

there was a great re-surgence of the hail cannon and they set up a_ etwork.of
M -

7/

%gwgﬁ them to prQE?ct the valley and the district. During the ¢

operation §f€8§hail damage occurred. The news spread rapidly - that this was

a method that had controlled the climate and the weather. Pesults were mixed,

but in some places - they had less hail and some more.

the Austrian government still was not convinced about the hail

cannons. Theyv were concerned about the number of casualities. In 200; for
~ e AR

seriously in

it

example, 11 neogle were killed, And &0
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jured because of accidents.
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Caused by th%fhomb
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weather shooting
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So finally, they came to a point iﬁ;‘%&

People have worked at weather modifications. 10's of thousands of years

o
ago - mgg'lived as the wild animals do. Seeking shelter erEQ

the weather in

cavg&w””And then they huilt shelters of stone for better living. Put man has

g
it

discovered thatft
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they are cogl.and contentéd. And
reduce the damage from frosy You might think that over the ages, there has
been little change in the climate. They tell us that over the last 10,000 years

following the last major ice age - from 5607 to 2500 B. C. - the climate was

warm and moist. Tor the next 2000 years there was a gradual decrease of rainfall
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and temperature. They often had dry spells. Starting in 500 BC there was a
transition toward weather and cooler conditions. Over the last 2000 years

there have been periods of cold, wet weather. Such as the ice age in 1650 and

in 18590.

e mmw"-‘““‘-‘m

égzzxpeogle would agree that it would be desiggggiﬁwﬁﬂmh&wabiem£9wﬁﬂa&&%%

tgswgﬁg;hgr. Rut when they stop a minute and &binL about the nroblems - why

change the weather. Here is a certain citv that needs water. And we need to
AP AT e

look at the legalities of the gift of God. Disputed about the rain fall. It has
heen to court. TFeople have sought that every land owner has a right to the

moisure in the clouds. That are over his property.

and cold and hot, summer and winter, day and night shall not cease. This is

¥
ise and this is a forecast.
e orel

have always heen with us. In the U.

1 to 3 per year, Many vears there are 6.
eI,

left 2,336 dead

s "xvss\w ST

_one came through La. and Texas ~ 500 people, 50,000

Hrpoic

cattle. 36” of rain in. 3

5, 1267. TFlooded to the roof tops. The damage in

the U, S. } earsyhas averaged about SQ mllllon dollarq per

year.

Tornades§ they call twisters, in the U. S. come in like a bombing attack.

Pave heen fatal in their results. Tor 200 vears, we find the fatalities of

g Sy,

tornades havg#averagéa more than. 200 people pner.vear.
..——-———‘ A"

Cn Palm S ELrlng an 11 hour perjod - 30 tornades funneled down

i A T R G

in three or four states. Left people dead.and an average destruction - 14 mllllon.
ur st L €a
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#Nro . —~ also has had its powerful influence. Wheat and corn will exceed
it

100-500 million Pther _per year. And on and on we could go through f%&é'égand
MmN 5 . ; 3

storms such as we are having. What shall we make of all of this. The‘»wbl

B

says that seasons are going to continuve. That Cod has said this is tbe way it

R

is going to be.
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su$§said. Natt. ?A'zﬂ - ptaY that vour Fllght shall not‘Fe ARyinter.

That is, for vyour bOdllV conven1ences. As he talks in that chapter ahout his

R

return.

on afsnowy daé}a
TR ST ARV IR KLU

P

asked, had thou entered into the _treasures of

fhe voice of God

BRI ARG
S

if we are wise, we will §

speaking through/nature to us) There are those among us who refuse to admit

that nature has any divine purpose. But we may learn something from nature

and from this hard winter that we have teen through. This long drawn out
Y i

drama. The idea voices of nature to be listened too becomes less cold when we

have to yield to the pressures that are sormetimes forced upon us.

¥

- I think it has a voice to say.

God and the firmar

e

speech. And QE§E£%§§F° night, breathing.out knowledge. There_ is.dindeed.no

speech and no word that their voice has no audible sound. Yet its message is

R e et
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sounded. over .all.the-earth. These are great voices.

As we look in thexgég

alone -~ and yet, not alone.. He has something sounded in his ears. And the thrilling

72

question — V&wg% What Lhow-here.Fldjah,
# ’
/';l

ve and to stand in the mount

There was a three-fold

manifestations In storm, earthauake, and fire. These terrific voices crying

in the wilderness making clear his way in the desert.

A great and a strong wind rent the mountains and break into pieces the rock

PR S
e A

before the Lord., A tremendous storm - and a tempest let loosewf;om Heaven. The

0ld grannite peak

R AT

. began to crughble. With the sound of a crashing army. The

i e R

rocks are splintered. Driven too and fro. And the old prophet trumbled at
por o T e AR G s G I

the amazement and marveled at what had followed. The exhibition of power.

TR

wind jvas a(trumpet voi
S RN e o S .

5 — hurling its proclamation. This made an appeal
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to the practical side of this man.

itells him it is time for him to unfurl his sails. It

e

o

tells the fénmé?

-

it is time to gather in his harvest. It tells the%ﬁéild
lay his foundations well - so that the house may stand four-square. In some
way, this voice says struggle for existence. FHeglth, vigor. It tells Elijah
what the stryggle is all about. What is worth gaining is worth keeping and
fighting for. The danger of having things made easy. The weather has helped

us to see that we canmot by the flip of a switch or a button control things.

oS ROL-ddle or - but ironm dug from the central gloom. And heated hot

with burning fears and dipped in bathes of hissing tears. And battered by the

shocks of doom to shape and use,

One of the greatest difficulties of modern life is due to man's necessary

attempt to get out of hearing of nature's voice. With strugele, as in the

early days of mankind, man likes to throw off the voke.

There is no single remedy we can put in substitute for this trouble.

The hurricane passes by and the wind has spoken.

II. THE NEXT VOICE IS

Something awful that stirs a man to his bed rock. The sky is darkened.

The earth begins to tgggﬁég. The hills begin to thupdex.. And then the summit.

What next. The old prophets fears the realing earth hefore him. There is the

everence)that ought to come into his heart. Yes, the weather ought to cause vou
o - ____",.__._______/”——_"“"‘"' E
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to reverence God. To see his power. and his handiwork. As Aristotle said, there
is throughout nature something of the astounding and the sense of wonder - is
one of the saving graces of 1life. Tt has often led men to religion. Sometimes

in an overflowing enjoyment. It may be the mystery of the sky or the mountain,

hut we must confess the wonder here of changes from age to age.

up when T bebold a rainbow in the SM o

was it when you were a child. So it is when I have grown old - or let me die.

God 1% on his throne. The poet said. And he moves the whole world.

3

s
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had the right idea when he pictured a boy looking through the

~u, . ; Y et e /
magii)hranches at the moon and stars. Over his head, was a maple bud - and_over
""""""""" A oA R AR L A iR T S B v e

the tree was.the . meon. And over the moon was the stary studs that dropped from

ke
st ampe T

1
the aqggngﬁmmﬁk

Here is something that causes wonder. And God speaks.

sailed around the world apl the seyen seas. They asked him,fﬂL

s " "
life had impressed him most. He answered the nails on a baby's fingers. He had
- e pE——— /7—.,4:@:&0., & v AT et

cultivated a sense of wonder.
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re the market was and where

s acrambling out of the eggs. That was a familiar sight to

ot

those who had lived in the cg&ggi&i But it almost startled this man when he
saw it for the first time, His two friends insisted on going on - but he

continued to look. After that, he said, there i

vvvvvvvvvv

“no use for anyone to tell me
} no use I nyope to tell me

there{is,n0wGod;

Corance said, all knowledge begins and ends with wonder. But the first

wonder is the child of ignorance. While the second is the parent of adoration.

The next SYEE%l was a fire. The burning -~ as the sky was red with flames
4 ot Bl g2 At Mok seel
in the dim twilight and everv mountain summit seemed to light up and bhe set
ablaze. It was like a flash - a brilliant Fastern lightning. The most terrible
S
5
of all. Tbe(v01ce520f nature that ggoke. Because this had something of the

bRt BET

divingswrath and the divine judgement.

o~
that was hg}lﬁd ~doun..from.Heaven like it was on the citief of the

@» e

pkg;ﬂfﬁ Tt was fire like burning on the top of Simai.
#

This is a mighty parable of nature and it is yet incomplete as you see the

wonder of it.

arese family. MNe says they open up their

treasures of things that have been passed dowvn from generation to generation.
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A pretty little~dex is opened. There was a silk bag with a cord and a tiny
tassel. You open the bag, and there was another bag of similar quality. Then

he opened a third, a fourth, a fifth, and a sixth,. When he came to a little

hard*%esselipf Chinese.glay. Yet it was not only pure - but precious. Because

it has been made more than a thousand years before. Indeed, he says, there was

an idea, as you open the heautiful box. The silk,

R e

{ Ruskin¥said the spirit of God is all around you and the air th t. Yo
"4,1%”;;\‘@,‘ o T e me& AT A

lis glory is in the light that vou see in the fruitfulness of the earth. And
in the joy of its creatures. He has written for vou day by day purest revelation.

He has granted you day by day, daily hread.

ez

still s

% It was called

And then there came a whisper mall voice

The Lord was there. Fis voice had spoken. The wind. The earthquake, and
the mountains are still after the hlaze of fire. And here the letters come

- God is love. It is enough. The prophet reads this. He rejoices in this,

A

The old prophet wrapped his mantle around him and goes forth and stands at

/

the entrance of the cave. And there

\) (Ve peed t@ hearithat this weathegsds.designed to help us.to;deper

Dependency of the prophet - he was unworthy, he could not discuss God's power.

He knew that he was not left alone by himself. Te was revived in his convictions

that he was a servant of God.

ee ‘times. And power helongeth unto




iy,

-1

Elijah bowed in reverence.

Another thing., here was the unfolding of the terror of God's wrath»on sin.

NI i AN U A

that had come. Do you remember when CGod

sometimes has laved his hand upon vou - mavhe upon a Qicz hed. Or broke you
up in some dream of earthly happiness. And hrought you to the brink of the
f . 2 - he~die, ,
tomb. Qiffilﬂl ,eln-that”you“merg_ggg_gggizg qugggg;gdﬁtenéle And yet you
were standing on the verge of eternity. Your mind was filled with blank despair.

Visions of unrepented, unforgiven sins. Do you remember how your conscienece came

<

to you. Cod's righteousness and judgement, and holiness. And here is a voice.

Accented in his ears.

(%lizabethéﬁnownimg caught heaven. And every

’shoes, The rest

:.u-;m-,«w:_ S

sit around it and pluck blackberries.

v

mrapped his face with his mantle, and it was when hqflistenédlto

0ld E1] alt]

The goodness of
e

will drav men unto him.

And he who say

sggy@mmme«wig%— and épen

voice. Tt will be a still small voisg/pf peace and hope. It will comey

vas_ a great symbol here. This is a warning to every sinner that God is hereby
T TR

telling each one. You may now he resisting him. How manifold are the means that

he employs to bring you to himself.
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i atwd%uld God have done more for_ vou.than he has done. Look bagk-on the
D T RN RT Tmes ﬁ:i: e i 12T

past of your life. As you think of this passage in the prophets life. Cod
has been trying to lead your soul to repentance.

W\ L
The

Soon he

N i

q&%%ﬁbe passed altogether. Your needs and privileges wifl be at an end. It is

B

an awful thought but there is a time coming when you will be in despair.

788 small boy my father took me in the da

was ahout to break, and said to me - noymggn, the sweet ...
N RN A i R B

smell of this.earth.ls.Ged. Te is of it and in it. And it is his. Then the

first ﬁingﬁbf the daw%7§truck through the darkness of the jungle of a forest.

& !vv_~h¢k;-‘>\l§¢ A
Anéd my father said, now{gggi God is the light of our lives. And the ligh

> AR

to

AT

_their singing. And my father said to me, now son, God is

ouls. And may you so live that you strike no note

has something to say about the weather. He said

vou will say when it is evening —(iszill be fair

weather, the sky is red. And

it i KA RIS

in the morning, it will be foul for the sky is red. ¥e said, yo

R Sy,

LR i

wypocrités, you

But vou cannot discern the

igns ;of the times.

We begin our message - with the subject, (whyjichange the weather? And Jesus

st

here, in this point, is saying there are men who would try to regulate the
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weather. And think about it and believe they can predict it. But they have no

kﬁowlg§§é of the coming of Jesus Christ again to this earth, Now what you ought

to do and we ought to do today is not try to change the weather, but turn to

the one-that controlls the weather and let him make a complete change of our

lives. TLet'it speak to your heart today. And hear that still small voice coming

through. “mayube saying something to you if you have had to go without heat .
s SIS iy H s R G SRR T 5 e > -

or you have heen hard pressed. BRecause of the shortages. Or suffered in anyway.
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