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"RELIGIOUS BUT LOST"

Matt. 7:21-22
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Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom S o
of Heaven; but he that doeﬁh the will of my Father which is in Heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful
works?

And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye

that work iniquity. .
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To me the(éaddesgbrevealed truth in the Word of God is(ééb the fact that a

lot of bad Beople are going to ggég but Eathg/ a lot of %Eod people are going to
Hell.
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I heard of .‘555 once who looked forward all of his life to k in "deer
. &= = fﬁ"j>

He never had much of an oppngunity - so he went out deer hunting with some good deer
hunters. They put him on a deer stand and guaranteed him at least he would get a
-_—h,—r—’
shot. They told him to sit there and be ready. When you hear the dogs bark and
you look down that trail, and you see the deer coming - don't get frightened. Just
_’—-—"
be calm and when the deer gets within a short distance, take good aim at his.heart,

and let him have it.

Well the man got out there before dazlight and he waited for hours. Every now
and then he would 1lift his gun up and put it down. Aim it down the trail at an

imaginary deer. He knew exactly how he was going to kill him. And after a while

he heard the dqgiyhark and his heart began to beat faster. Then he hears the bushes
shake. Then he looked right down the trail - here comes that great big buck deer.
————a

With great long horns. He watches as he came up within a few paces. And stopped
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and stood there before him, almost daring him to shoot him. The man took a EOOd aim
c h 4 hen he did - snap went the gun. Awa
right at his heart. He pulled the t£~§%§§f and when he di —fﬁi— 24 v

went the deer and he realized that he had forgotten to load the gun.

Now friend, that would be a tragedy for me but I will tell you what's 10 billion

times w e than that. A person Cangfélg about Heaven ne about Heaven and/ﬁlan
/’\‘gﬁﬁ 'P ] @7 £ ____7

to go to Heaven and not to get there.
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Jesus, pre%FhéH in the name of Jesus - he even k;séga/gesus. He was at the very door-

to Heaven. So close was he that his fellowship he @E;;;égtﬂgudeggg%;him. Likewise

You remember

hEdEEﬁ_EE}EEEEEE_EEE—lQEEL__Be walked with Jesus, talked with

there are many religious people who are like that disciple. Religiggs_hni_%gst. And

b

that is exactly what it says here about the man building his house on sand. And people

who are not saved.

I. Let us see tgﬂyg;;;;; reality.ﬂ

’,—' V ‘\ -
@ilgb of all he did say just a baker's dozen, or just a few people - but

he says ".@"‘ going to cry Lo§d, Lord - and when they are not saved. And he

says(éégx_mggz/}are going to be like that. I do not know what(?ercenta;;>of professing

church members are not saved. But I think it is rather s

that Jesus answered

of the age.
And Jesus answered the question by giving the parable of the | . Em
the parable of the ten virgins - half-of them had no o%} in their lamps and they were

: R

not saved. Now does Jesus mean that in the latter days that 50% of the people will
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they tell me that they are convinced that there is a relationship between 111:15_,51.40-“—3-"'\

and cwmg. And between heart disease and cigarette smoking. And yet a

great many of them who are comdemning smoking will 1iw and stMg

away. In other words, they recommend a medicine which they do not take.

T'm not saying you ought to preach, tgach, or sing if you are not saved. But

or teaching, or sé_rgylg - and you have blessed people

ed. Inspite of your zeal, you need

to be born again.

s~ TI. The Scﬁ“ural Reason.

a t were not saved. Someone is going to say, well, I'11 tell

you —|fthey @it but they lost it. lu‘ But whatever you believe about that possibility

this crowd was not saved. . had nevii Kl oumn God and they never had an experience

with the Lord in the first place.

w. (iihoae evez Berson! boy - girl, student, adult will

listen carefully, as I try to show you why they were not saved. Because this will

e@plaii_f;why many of you ingl:,;tre.lof your religion are not_saved.

Please notice, @n‘.ll say to me in that day — have we not

prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have we not cast out devils? And have done

many wondrous works.

) They cmt

wh t Jesus had done. They talked only of wh they had done. And therefore, they

were not saved because they were lg?
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ﬁ Not by works of riﬁhteousEsss which we have done, but according

to his mercy he saved us, bj the washing of regneration, and renewing of the Holy

GChost.

Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Eph. 2:8 - Says bzzngfgfand not of works.

Titus 3:5 - Says salvation is nQL_nftyprks but the mercy and grace of God.

North and he was talking with some boys and girls abo & the grace of God. One
Saturday afternoon he was walking through the parkgF going to a wedding with a high
top hat on. One of the boys was out throwing sp#@ balls and he had an idea that it
would be fun to knock that preacher's hat " He hid behind an evergreen tree,
and instead of hitting the preachepd® hat, he hit the preacher in the face. The
boy jumped from behind the tre an& started runﬁ&ng. The preacher took off after
him and pretty soon, the pffeacher thought I;d just better demonstrate to that little
boy what grace is. HegRnew that that little boy liked to fish. And that he didn't
h 7 So he went to the hardware store and bought the nicest
fishing pbll he could find. He carried it to the boy's house. When the mother
came to the door he asked, where's Jim. And she said, I don't know. Well, Jim had
just gome out the back door. Well, tell him when he comes back that I have bought
him a fishing poll. A little after dark the little boy knocked at the door of the

preacher's house, and he stood there with the fishing poll in his hand. And he
said, preacher - here is your fishing poll. He replied, son, this isn't my fishing
poll. I bought it and gave it to you. The boy says you wouldn't have done it if

you would have known that I was the one who hit you with the snowball - would you?



dovn here.

B, vho preached for many years at Moody @E}glil,_grﬂrch

in Chicago, was riding on the@with a pan_and he was trying to talk to him

about the Lord. The man gsaid that he k‘new that he was saved. W

M Dr. Irongides said, alright, for the sake

of argument - I'll say that you are saved because you are living right. But I want

you #an' ipo dipn _the oir.

you to tell me one thing @ you g

boice. I'm going to be in the

The man said, let me tell you, I have a good
choir in Heaven. Dr. Ironsides said, no, oh no._He asked how come. Dr. Ironsides
said man, if you were in the choir in Heaven why you would i1 th i cause

you would be on the wrong song. How come? Well, he said,ﬁf)dy else in Heaven

is going to b@bw wha hath Eedeemed us bz

his blood. Fverybody else is singing about the( redemﬁtion of the blood>.- you are
/
going to be up ther lagk what I have look what I h ne, You

My brother, you won't Be in Heaven. You are® depending on

€,

will spoil the music.
\-‘-'——.___o——-

what you have done. Because the (on:a\! way to be s%ed is @_what you have d_o;e but

what Jeswus has done.
- V4

The next thing, Wis because in order to be saved

by your goodness, you would have to b%bsolutely perfect Jfrom th

grave. i

,‘./‘::._—

There is nq_fbodz_j:hat is p}_grfect. No one can say that he has not broken one

law or guilty of one sin.

(@ and who he [whole 1 and offend in wm

- he is guilty of all. Tor he that said do not commit adultery also said, do not

kill. Now if you commit no adultery, yet if you kill, thou art become a transgressor



of the law. Do you hear that. If you do not keep the whole law and you offend it

in one point, you are guilty of breaking the whole law. If you lie you have broken

the whole law.

hat if there were such a situation, that I might be suspended in mid-

would have to break for me to fall into the fire. Just on . That is correct.

Just one. Even if

you expect to get to Heaven by Mving right, all you have got

to do to go to Hell is to break the law at one point, and you are lost.

I heard of once who went to church at night and he thought his wife was

going to stay home. And so that night he degided to get up and testify., He got up

and he bragged about how perfect he was, and how long he had been perfect,

many months he had been such a good man. Now he didn't know that later on his wife

had decided to come to prayer meeting. and sat on the back seat. And

she took his brageing about long enough. And she jumped up and said, Joh I'm here.

and how

Well, he sWe — and I don't blame him brother.

Friends have you ever seen anybody besides yourself that you think was perfect

enough to deserve Heaven.

Well, Ceorge Ragman, a preacher over in Ky. asked that question one time - in
the mountains of Ky. And a little woman sitting beside an older man held up her
hand. And Dr. Ragman says you mean to tell me you have seen a person perfect enough
to go to Heaven, by their goodness. She said Dr. Ragman, I ain't never seen one

but T sure have heard tell of one - a whole lot. Who is it — it's my husband's first
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I have an idea that when she was alive, he didn't brag on her that much.

Listen, I want to tell you that there is none perfect, and all have sinned. People
p———

are just_ -F- _ es them. They are as@g&-ﬁ;;_

-r,
maid woman \- and she was going around during the war trying to w
i =

foin—the—Army.. 1 guess she couldn't get them to marry her so she was going to send

them off to the Army. So she tr_j‘_g_d,mqﬂm_m and she got into her car and

drove out into the country. There was a country boy sitting out there on _a milk

stool,mil%&gg the cow. So she Egg;ed‘her(horn and stopped and said, hey f?§3¥= why

-

areg't you at the front. Maybe he misugggxﬁxnpd;her, but he replied, madasr, because

thle/milk ain't at the front
rd 7
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I want to tell you friends, there are some city folks who don't know which end
of the cow you get the milk from. Put whether you are mixed up on this or not, I want

to say to you, that if you break the law - then you are guilty. And if you break it in

one point, you are guilty before Cod. And God offers salvation to us freely. And these

people - Jesus said, I never knew you. Depart from me. Ye that work iniquity.

/’ IIT. Ther@_i(s coing to be vour reaction to this.
G ¥

@honld people do when they _f_ind themselves in_ the church buw.

What should they do.

W as bxg,;_t;_‘ and God said, W GWOW there are

lots of people 5 believe that Noah had tickets or something — and when the storm

raised and the wind was blowing, etc. And they would say, I'm_not afraid. I'm going

to be lost. But the Bible says that t them inside the ark. And that God—SHut

the doors. That's salvation - if you want to be saved, you must come to the Lord

Jesus and forget your good works. And get into the ark. A lots of folks have gotten
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into the church with a mistaken idea that that would save their souls. Others have had
a mistaken idea that they could live a righteous life and get to Heaven. For by the
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men teaching us that denying
ungodliness and worldly lust, he should live soberly, righteously , and godly in

this present world.

Now I amks. They are worthwhile. We need more good works.

ad works,

Now

what did he mean. He didn't mean to say that there e outside

the church. But he meant to say there was a great host of people who were on the
church rolls of church across this nation who were.still lest. There are many people

who belong to the church but you have never been horn again. That might explain why

your life is no different now from what it used to be.

—

Now when a person n hig (\%ife is differe

ﬁaf_teyrds. He is
changed. Now,

joifiUesus

to help you live the holy life. You have nothing to W of Heaven with, you

And you have nothing

have no root.

N@u find yourself in Wt'w and

come to the Lord and get saved. In other words, gq'd.gnm__tha—adfle, confess~the Lord

Jesus as your Redeemer, and get right with him.
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a club_for mg;;ied—mea and he goes gg;g;ting_in. Now he thinks that he is going to
get in because he has a wedding ring on because that @going to make him married.,
e y

No, that doesn't make him married anymore than a wedding ring gives him a wife. That

is j%ff,fjééégéir:/énd that wedding ring is not going to give him any cooking. Or any

loving.

Now the two men who went down to the temple to pray in the 18th chapter of Luke

- thB7/publican and the Pharisee e

wasfhot a Republican. There are some people who may at he was such a vile man.
- T -

And since there is so much sin - b ! i as sent to Hell. But

it was the other map because he did not get right at the altar.
-

and who _is net? Do you want me to tell you who is saved today.

It is not just being good, or saying - Lord look what I've done. But it is those,

Now the thing to note about that is that the publican

whether you have been good or bad, who have turned like the publican and said, God
sawed me for Jesus sake. Your salvation - you have looked unto Jesus to save you.

And the joy bells will ring in your heart.

Why are there so many people miserable tpday. Because they have disobeyed God.

They have never done what the word of Cod teaches ought to be done. I'm inviting you
—— e P R

to do so. To give your heart to Jesus and to place your whole faith and hope in him.
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