PRAYER OR FAINTING
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This is athat tells the kind of thing which could happen, and

+did happen often, in Palestine. There are many many things about this parable
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that are very obvious.
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One.of the is concerned with £ ting. T.ess you wear me out
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A
by her continual coming.’l This is one of the most remarkable things in a sense

that the Bihle says anywhere ahout the(prayer 1ifey They ought always to pray

and not to faint.

The statement like this is staggering to Christian men and women. FEvidently

the in_'tn_antion i; that Q should be men and women of prayer, having our appointed

times, seasons, and haﬁ}ts of prayer - and believing in prayer. Paul said,

&
pray without ceasingf

”
Men and womenfill say, I have had a busy time. T have really been

too busy today with my work to take time to pray. T have so pressed with-my

duties and my work the last week, that I have had little time to pray. I know
that the need is there. (I ought)to pray at least one, two, or three times

regularly as possible, each day.

e Qord)to faiEt means to he(Paralgzed)- it means to be wealk, to be worthless.
- —'-Ip:“_i- L_—.____.

It is to feel the f f dying. O i & aten, >
ee orgg 0 ving. Of vigor passing away To be heaten, to be

broken, to be down, to be helpless, To faint.

I heard

Nonce tell about his experience in preaching a
\'__—-—-

cevmon once. He decided that in the middle of the sermon, he would stop and sing




a song. So this he did. Hg_ggg_;hg_id%g from some other preacher who had a habit

of doing that. Ie'd preach awhile, and then in the middle of the sermon - he would

sing. So he stopped and sang a song.

An 82 year old Uoman said Mr. Chappell, I low ‘e to hear you sing. She said,

vhen T qing, I love to sing myself. @l_gis%% she said,

when ou sing ou look un .
¥ &y ¥
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ow the here is that you are to pray and not faint. ﬁgﬁsto hecome
r'. — ————7—
unconscions. And of course the parable winds up with the idea - that(wheﬁlthe Lord
-
comes will he find th here.
anes ind fait

i

Yow today we are talking about something that Is always new, it is always
’ : : ~

fresh, Because this is one of the(égggzggb needs that we have today - to find a

quiet place to pray.

2/

A great scholar, )said, the greatest illness in the_ghurch is

P -
prayer paralysis. I wonder what you think about that. A life of powerlessness

becomes prayerlessness. What has Cod said to you today. What have you said to

God today.

You remembher in the

by, there was a lad by the name o% Samuel.[

Just a yvoung hoy. Ile was in the temple. And Cod had something to say to him.

1] of
And finally when Samuel found out — he said, speak Tord, thv servant heareth. MNow

yogggﬁpanple, men, and women need to have the same experience.
- —_—

There is a m in the story. Te was clearly not 3 Jewish judge. Because
ordinarily Jewish disputes were taken to the equzﬁ and not the public courts.

One man could not constitute a court. Three judges - one was chosen for the plaintiff

— the other for the def??dent, and one indepfydent judge.
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Now this judge was one who was pald as a magistrate. He was by
D i e —
Her r by the PRemans. And he could be briged with money. And that was the way
that many people got their verdic tled. They say that if you placed a dish
— e s F=n AN

of meat before him, yvou could get what you wished.

The other character in the story is|

She was af all that

was defenseless. She had no hoge of every extracting justice or judgement from

-

the Judge.

But the widow had_@- the weapon of peﬁ_isi_a_r_x%e. And the judge

in other cases feared actual physical violence. And he knew that less she

exhaust me - and that means to giie_wds_eg;. Vow vou can close a person's
——

eve by either sleep or assault.

The real effect of these parahbles that we have in the Gospels teach us the

same lesson.

We considered the friend at midnight. Who came asking/for loaugss As a real
— rd et s

effort to get the b Sing desired.

ow these parables show us the spirit in which we approach God.

We might ask the question why should God be represented as one that needs to

be really gone back too time and time again. {Is)not Cod ready to hear.

The truth is, the narrow-hearted and selfish man is set against the liberality

of God. The unrighteousness of man is contrasted to the righteousness of God.
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Now these parables teach us and exhort us in the matter of continuance - always

praying - not to faint.

The w{ci:':_c_l ws a very striking one. It means@ It is

no where else used in the New Testament. A curious word to use about prayer.

@,__,__, to ask a favor. First) either he d%hﬁ%lend's

ability to grant it, or secggﬂ, he is conscious that he is asking for thefg%%gg

v
thing. Thirc9 he has a feeling that some unwp ;‘thipe.g‘;; in himself will prevent

his friend from listening to him.

Such shame is fatal to true prayer.

If you doubt God's powgr, if we are asking for what we kn x t to

have, or if we feel our unworthiness - it will bar the blessing. How's come we

pray earnestly. And pray without fainting.

Now if you have a conviction that God is abi; to do what we desire, and what

we desire is according to his will - and our very unworthiness is our claim upon
his free mercy in Christ. That will render us shameless in our persistence.

Mo sense of shame will stop us.

Now let us note two or three things about thi@

First,lshe beligxgé_! She truly believed that this judge was able to do for her




what needed to be done.

You remember the_gE;EQ of the faﬁgﬁz who brought his son.to-Jesus. The
14
Disciples could not help him. And Jesus said to the man, if you have faith, then

it is possible. God can do much with us - if we believe that he can.

I LY
Lord, T have faith - help me where my faith falls short.

1]
Jgprpns, the head of the synagogue - came to Jesus about his little girl.
e "
hen he came, the little girl was{dead, Jesus said, don't be afraid - just believe

in me.

Believe then becomes the opposite of fear. And Jesus touched the little

girl and the little girl healed. And was living.

The @ believed that the Judge would meet her needs. And answer her

request. She believed this with all of her heart.

It was one of the main characteristies about this weman.

Second, her She put her faith into action. Iow this

was more than a mental experience. This faith, this belief that she had, in the

Judge is here pointed out for us. It says that to him. And ‘nael-_
Ty

to him. And hack to him - over and over again.

Third, her

YéSEEIt says lest her continual coming - she
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went back-to the Judge, she went b;gk to the Judge - over and over again. Her
faith, her belief was real., It was accurate. And it was stable. In that she

did not give up - she kept on and on, and on.

T read a story about Dr._

ot who tells about a 16 year old
Junior in Migh School who boasted that he was a ladies man. He went to the

drugstore and he was talking to the druggist. e told the that the girls

were wild about him at High School. And he wanted a one Egund box of candy, and

—

a—

a tﬁg{pgund box of eandv, and a thfggfpnund box of candy. The druggist was just
amazed. And he asked the voung man how he could use three hoxes of candy. So
he went into detail with the druggist. We says I give them a one pound box of
candy if they let me hglg_their hand. I give them a two pound box of candy if

they let me slip my arm around them. And I give them a three pound box of candy

if they let me kiss them.

So the druggiggﬂwrapped up the candy - that afternoon, this boy got all gfgssed
and went out to get one of hig_ggny. She met him on the porch, and she said - come
on in. We are petting ready to have‘gigggr - s0 he went inside. And directly,
the father and the mother came in. And the father called upon him to ask the
b%ggging. To pray. ¥e prayed, and he prayed, and he prayed. He prayed l;_
minutes. Wis date leaned over and said, T di%ﬂl;,kaow you could pray like that.

And the boy said, I didn't know that your Daddy was the druggist either.
e

That does make-a-differemee. Dut we are not talking about that kind of
praying-this morning. But about the kind that we spoke of last Sunday. The

asking kind, the %:ibgng kind, the knqsking kind, the‘beligying kind.

The big things in life - in your life are power, love, forgiving heart, the

crace of God.
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L‘T%:Lgk’ about what Jesus_yas_able to_do because the man believed. He took

- who was a swearing fisherman and made him a{,preacher. He took af so%‘,:of thunder

and made Jghp, a man who was capable of writing. Cospels.

Jesus Christ can €aké you = he can really take nothing - and he can make every=

thing out of it if you really believe. This widow went b%ck.

as in prison and the church‘ prayeé for him in the book of Acts. And the

angel removed the chains and when Peter came to the gate and kpocked - the (g;rl/ said

our prayers have been answered — and some of the people couldn't believe it.

Fourth, belief (b VA@T’nis Judge expresses hiﬁgelf why this

wi__dow, he says, has crme ha anr}__b}ck - which has been a revelation of her belief,
her faith, the action of it. The enduring part of it. And now he says, because of
this — I will avenge her less by her continual com}ng. She worries me. S}g%eat:s

me out is what he said.

She

0 right there. She got a triumph in her soul right at that point.
And that is where Mt - and that is where I1'll get it. When we make
that cc:mmitment thatw - into thy hands T commit my spirit.
Now that was a great prayer that Jesus prayed - W, but

T

because he prayed that prayer - it opened the way for 3t ay.

T heard a story abou t@- who was aun '\ﬂ%ﬂe prayed

for s“oid}/grs and he tried to help them. He prayed for a man named And this



~B=

man sent him a — Dear Chaplain, I am not much with words. F%x, you know
ki il R

the kind of %uy I've been. You know my bluff.

fféggg, you made me see myself. T didn't find Hell over here in Vietnam. T
— V4 —_—

brought it with me, in 1 t.

/jggéﬁgrﬂzpdon't lnow how to pray. But last night, T told God help me — to

count me in. I've been such a wicked person that I didn't want to ask one of the
.-————_'—-——7 bam

regular preachers, to baptize me - so last niEht T went down to the creek and

baptized myself.

When that I'm not kidding about this - will vou do it again)the way
~__lﬂffff§§ —_— =

a minister of Cod ought to do it.
—_— .

/7 4
Tle signed the letter - a new member on Cod's team - Gus.
== — —_—

Tefora this letter reached the chaplain - Cus was dead. Te had been killed.
T N

As I read that, you can count ,ﬂy.

-

Is the grfiEEEEJEEEEEE§§,13—¥°”‘~%}fe the lack of prayer. Wouldn't you lilke

to say - count me in. Tven today?
/

;@- I tell vou, Jesus said, that he will a\%@%@. Nevertheless,

when the Son of “an cometh shall he find faith, lilke this on the earth. TIsn't that

marvelous - here is a word we can take a hold of. Speedily, we know. Vithoug any

delaw™ wvithout anv walt..without any hesitatdon. The deliverance will be the reward
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and it will be yours. Cod will\not delavy one moment beyoggfthe necessary time.

Cod is most eager for the moment to come. There shall no longer delay, when he

shall wipe away every tear from the eyes of his children. And eyery sin from

their hearts, M.



