PAUL UNDER THE JURISDICTIOM OF FELIX

ACTS 24

Introduction:

This cl r g i T 5

1 \apter covers a period of approx/inately_w And the
details of it have to due mainly with the early part of it. (Felix)
is the governor and d_t.-i‘e}__]:gf _at_Caesarea. It is Wis

about 6l or-62-yeare—old. And the story itself begigg;ﬂuuﬁanE;;It

off - when the prisoner was taken to Caesarea under under heavy-convoy.

They brought him here for pw and for an appearance before the

governor.
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Back in a eriiﬂii\g", there had been 3/B Hd against his life. And so

under darkness, the journey 960 miles - Paul had been delivered

qafelv to the governor. And had been placed in prison. Cha’pgggdw.

vith the promise, 1 xu!l hear. thee. fully. When your acgusers arrive

from Jerusalem. In the}:\antime, Paul was held in He/r;ﬂ judgement hal. hall.

felijhad éegal/aowsr to dee;ﬂe Paul's case. Ie had the au_t_hQLitY to

hear the cause and to decide it. The entire chapter is given over and

devoted to the jug_ctial_s;;nyg_tqi.g/n./ﬂof_,__ga‘gl.

‘—"7"' p———
The/i ; in itself is very simpl le - but is very(imlrﬂi iEterest and
value as you consider the hlsta‘x S; “E <Ue Erill be able better

to dlschsiof_Chr_is_t. And if you ask tonight,, %aq is t_he

—

chief enemy of the sg_ul or of Christ. What would you answer. Would it

be procrastinationm, the thief of time. Would it be the old Spanish _proverb
R it S
/
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- the road of by and by leads to the house of never. When Satan becomes the
emmmmmAST N B

mastWion, just as long as he c t a ul to say - E__g;_j;oda'y“,

or some other time - I will give heed to it. Yot now, butW. Then you

—
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discover in this simple story tonight that illustration. There are%

dewamt T see in this chapter that we might give attention to as

we come to consider 1t_‘Li,nl.s./J‘;1 the 1an¥er's oration - V. 1-9. _§ed_6_‘ ndL the
W@ third] the defendent's orthedoxey -

V. 24-27.

I. THE LAWYER'S ORATION - V., 1-9.

w— V. ‘1\— One cannot imagine the great.dmtesesi that the situation had at that

time in Jerusalem and in Caesarea. However, when you read v. 1 - it says that

R ———

Lot K i Dager — -
J’éhe high priest, certainly brought great inspirationm. When you think of an old

the high priest, descended with the elders. The presence of Ananias,

mE}MS willing to make a journey of G,,._.aﬁ rw-i-ﬂ-‘-m-ﬂ-es. And to do so in
such great haste. Just the memory of that fact will help you to understand
something of the opposition which Paul was up against. And the hatred which
these men had toward Paul. And thisigcommittesé from the (S hedri\ztcame_to

Caesarea to reason with the F{-.oman court.) They ¥rought) with them a 'oratorr"‘;- a

!

man who had passed the bhar E‘;mine and was accustomed to the order of the court.
- B e SR

e was able to_plead the cause of the high priest and his friends. And to present
7

the accusation in correct lecal terms.

¢ A\
That is exactly wha«artulus’ the orator, the lawyer - intended to inform
the povernor. | i ) oo

" f \
E.EEE!'.‘;’ the lawyer, steps forth to(set ngth his case"i The case

of these clients who had employed him as their attorney.
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FHe begins by flatteryI of Felix. Mow keep in mind that Tertullus had

been pald ‘and hired as an attorney to come and to give his oration. The court
e e D

was seated S ;hg.iaéegﬁ; Or in the chalr of judgement

when the lawyer steppea\ forth. lle wanted first of all tg@;ﬁg@or of the
// -“7\\ Z

governor. So he ¢tarted out by flattering himon the wonderful record he had
=-=——-o—-----——--- A

was in _session.

made. And he expanded greatly on_the things that he knew - even though they

were untrue - to magnify the‘leédershig of Felix. UHe congratulated him on
bringing peace to his pﬁtion - it was very much in the providence of God, he
said.
- Eeempeo \?V.iv 3}- We accepted always and in all places, most noble Felix. With all
thankfulpness. He rings first of all thﬁ“araiiﬁiliiﬂ Tﬁ}ix. Now this must have
R —— e [‘\
heen somgziizﬁ_ggqggfr - it was certainly as @Aﬂe presents it. We may know

that Luke might not have caught every word.

A
out in a ve few words /- I am not going to

V‘ Fe says, I am going to{ﬁ int)
- \_
h ;

L |
e long-winded. And I would pray that vou would hear that. Because the case
g = pray 3 0
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seems already settled — and I believe that Edwgn_nﬂnx;ghe vou in a few_ﬂyyds

what your decision should be. Ie was playing 2 ’the sympathy of the judge.

i Syt S Y o
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H &/— lle begins his charges andi unfolds what the indlctment ‘was and what
i | AT,
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should be considered very carefully.

Now this is a very serious charge against Paul. That the lawyer intended

this to be something against Paul's character. And it was to ﬁreludlcg the mind

of the Roman Covernor and the court. And it was suggested that. Paul was a man
b T———— r___ﬁ;,l‘,‘,_l-..-r.'.:.um_u.s_‘:* Ww.«« -
N p

of very,baqic morals.i It was meant anyways for an oﬁjgnsiue_dgécription.

h‘ S| h2 T &@M&,/MW%
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That means that he was a man of high character - but he was thoroughly
= A

diseaséa and _he was a danger to the people because of his morals.

E———

e / {f .\
Second, a mover oflinsurrections. Or sedition.
— e ——— - —

&
throughout the world, This labeled Paul as a man who stirred up trouble. Who

g

V. 5. Among the Jews

dlsturbed the national peace was an enemy of the Roman government and that he

created civil digg:de:ﬁ, wherever he went - that he had traveled. No doubt, he
mentioned'his missioﬁary journeys over in Fphesus, and other places. And in
"-.n-.—.—.n._,“
S
Athens, vhere they had some problems. And in (Lystra,)where there were some

up-risings. And no doubt this orator brought in all these things against the

Apostle Paul,

Tﬂ%gély, he is a ring The sect_galled the

Nazarene's. Yow the Romans knew what havoc false Mesgggtés had caused and how

people would come along and whip up groups of people and unsettled folks. That

the Messiah had already arrived. Ve have{mayb% some of this today - T don't

know how you would classify it - asjfpop« igg) This movement and that

movement. They call it a,bumner—stickea Eﬁiﬁﬁi%ﬁ' The kind that is very
N
(flashyt The kind of ministers to the(ﬁépular CE%FQre,of the day. You know

the methods and the things that are going on in the world today. People like

witches®and revelations, and hundreds of thin that people drum up as being
’fp‘- —') ’_‘_ﬁﬁ

most popular in this age.

.y

V4 6.) Who also hath gone

The ‘éérth thing was hefprofaned the te

hom we took, and

our law. Ile pictures Paul as the defiler of the temple, and to defile the

temple was to infr;nvﬁ_gﬁaﬁ EW% %%ws and the rights.af.tbe priests. Therefore,

about to profane the temple, fould have judged according to




the orator was saying that this man here, has infringed.upon-the=mutiortty=of-the..
(=
high priest who is alse sitting here in this court today. -/-‘l-u,;TZ.,,s/ %rp( ;'lv-‘ﬂ.__

- o T

— @ﬁ He says’-w,gxgcess of judging this man according to the
law but we were interrupted by the'fw" and he took him away from us with

violence. Tool him out of our hands.

—_— Y. The whole case has been transferred here to you at Caesarea. And

—

that is the reason why we are here today.

Ve - All the Jews will give assent to all I have said as being the truth.

p—

Tow the 1ar.-.2ers oration was to do pl
Pw - but he was hinting at to 0 LF= AL I - oh

tw‘ To take him back te Jerusalem and let us ww

That is what he wants Telix to say, That we will try him - and then we will

handle the prisoner. But the lawyer had said, it was 'b,a;;m;h, and some of

it was twisted-truth. And the information that had been given him about profaning
the temple of God was untrue. A charge that was very foul and was stamped by the

father of liers. And Paul never took part in any such thing.

II. THE DE 4 SRVATION - V, 10-23,

a great ilﬁ%EsWy-
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=~ V.i 10 1-.- Paul says that he was hapﬁv that he CE% ak. And bring an

answer to Telix of the charges that had been placed against him in the court.

le recognized the si ion, and in contrast to Tertullus, Paul's arguments were

strictly logical because he followed in the footsteps of the orator and unfolded

exactly what the facts were,

B Y;gii)— He says it has been now just 12 dg¥§‘since I qsg;_;g_@e;usalem.

For the purpose of{worshippin | - that was a main business.
. e e neh DuS el
ey V. 12 - Paul proceeds with his{ﬁii?rvations and defensé.

disputing with anyone. But he was there for purificatiocn.reasons and he is
going to deny this charge and he is going to demand proof. Paul knows the
Roman law and there is clear evidence when he declares that those who accused

him ought to be present to prove their case.

Secqpi{/he said, T de

synagogue, or in the temple. V.;;%.

in the city, in the

Thif, I deny the things that T have been accused of in V."ﬁ';
e A———————
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They cannot prove the things which they have here stated. And Paul

challenges them right on the spot that they have no proof.

Mow Paul's observation, a very clear and very simple in his defense.
-

He makes an outright denial.

—1

B e rE TS

le imakes a conf ion.} Paul gives a positive side.

:""_‘ “j
i V;'rlﬁ; - Firsy', a &ollower of the waﬁ.’ Now they called him - but he confessed

that he served the God of our Father. MHis claim was his religion and he carried
it to it's ultimate conclusion. TIn effect, he claimed that they had proclaimed
their own religion and violated the point by stopping short when they should

have gone on.

~
- Seccu)/, I am a&orshiﬁaer of God‘ e claiped that his religion was according

to the Hebrew religion. So serve I to God, the God of our Fathers.

§

s \
S Thigd, I am ) aw_and_in.the. rophetsi

belief was in harmony with all that had been preached and written by the prophets.
) ritten

Ve declared that his

He declared that he

} @ourt[; he said I believe

had faith in the resurrection which was at the heart of the Hebrew religion. That

he said, both the just and the unjygt will one day be brought from their graves.

T

Y 4 A
Ty V.{16)- Fifiﬂ; I have alconscience void of offense of God or man. In this

regard, Paul had taken pains not to he an offender in relatiQRE-EQ[GOder man,/
e v =

R
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@Six , he said, I confess that I brough i gift, to my

people - the Jews. To help those that were in poverty.
e

v.(18 Seveaghl he said a group of Jews from Asia came and o%
~.£::2; ST

being purifd in the t They should be here at this trial - but they are
—'ﬂ
not.
Eﬁ:;:}- Tle challenges each accuser to say if the council found him evil
P . PR TN 2 A————

of any one point in Jerusalem.

V. - Paul says the resurrection geemg to me to be the big charge -~ that

everyone has against me now in this committee that has come up.

V.SZQEw When Felix heard these thinfs@ Telix Ead been governor there for some
SrEREET T —

time and h% knew a little bit about the Christian reliﬁion. For I imagine that

some of his soldiers had been converted. He did not have the complete knowledge
e

BT

of it but he knew about it.

-

V._gz?~ Says that‘he deferred it}- he pgiiiﬂied the case. And he ordered

that the chief captain should come down that he might get a little more information
on just why the Jews had created this mob_action...And why Paul had been taken

into custody.

Tow TFelix did not wish to offend the Jewish people. Hence, he postponed the

b

decision until a later date.



'ﬁ.. V. 123 } Paul‘éas sent back to Erison with a ceptuxion in charge. And
. | J ks & 3 =
segpaﬂiy with the instruction that fr%en%s might visit hip. And t@iﬁf}yﬂ
o —— e e s

that he might have certain freedoms as_a prisoner.
R

IIT. THE DEFENDENT'S NRTHADOXEY - V. 24-2

ST AT

g

Fence, we have discussed thé\iii?er's orati;;?ﬁ g-l—g. The Defenses

hbservatiop¢f V. 1023, And now we come to the Defendent's Orthadoxey in the

—

last verses of this chapter.

o~
\ @ Mow there are( three

preacher, the mlsvloaarv, the prisoner - a great Christ an. nut he ,is in chains.

AL Aot A AByr te o) T By — 150 A Bt N2 Al

in this part of the story. Paul, the

1:‘eli}e. the governor of Judea. A high position - he had political power. M@M

CoT & Ioum il Vol - P %o Yide -f%&e

Drusllla, a Jewish viFe of Felix, a wicked woman. But she was the wife of

o A L e e,

e 14 o & by Ay i Sqpe— Soeiad G iy

anothor Jman. /h

Go Tt WL yeld , Han A Slar Tha Boded, s BTl — M 2k,
}u%.,!5‘7¥4§r,__ S Vel flenill o™l Feama Vo 59**“ﬁ?*£'i1~1;{;¢4

The interview that we now consider is(g;E}putting Paul _on Lrialr:,Jﬂ%é£;;:>
) '“—;H'“__f_—ﬁ-—;d,H~AJF;£eii’f’/f~;f,/J ~
makes it so as he (reverses the situation and brings FelfX and Drusilla to trial.

=

In fact, he brings them to the(;;;;)gpggéﬁg;L seat of GQgJ And he tries them
—

under the text of righteousness.

__,4-\
Caesarea

marble, splendid architecture, and the splendor of Governor Felix's residence,
. fa==———N 1

of

, houses and temples of

L

We are now in the cit

a marble cit

Pt
and there were probably statues, pictures, and carvings. Wt b ¢*Lvh—£, Suf
yr_= - > ﬁjffr

7,,4,[,__\;-&4—:_.1._.



-

~

-10-

V. fter certain davs, ]"e%:Lx came with his wife Drusilla. I%

@and heard him concerning the faith of Christ. Her

extra-ordinary beauty. Whom he had sggign by breaking up another man's domestic
llll--.éig.!!-' e N
circle. 5he was only 18 years os age - a Er%nceg% by birth. And of course, she

was wawbecause she was to be buried, in the aEEes of E‘i%g&

"hich in sudden eruption one day brought her to her death.

Mo doubt they were seated together one_afternoon in the palace and were
talking about odd things that had gone on - perhaps in the way. And FS}ix knew
about the Christians. !e knew they didn't go around stirring up trouble. So
Tgrtulius had not fooled him, FHe had been born a slave you will remember. And

he was in this position of power.

How I imagine, he said, you have a very distinguished prisoper. T believe

his name is Paul. You know, is he one of my countrymen. T should like very much

to see him. In fact, T would like to hea im speak - I have heard so much about
him. Around the courtyard. And she may have heard part of the trial through a

window that was open. Or heard-the.applause that greeted the speech of lawyer
~—~— 2

Tertullus. When he denounced Paul. I imagine Felix said yes, we have such a

man - I have ordered him to come up right now. So they brought him up - chains
————

and all. A little old man beyond 60 years of age. Probably looking nearer to 100.

She knew something_g_l’&l but she had never met him. Felix

had met him face to face in the court trial. But Paul had handled his own gase with

such slill that it impressed Felix. And his enemies had said, that he turned the

world upside downm.

Seeond, they werg|bored 4 Wow Felix's name signifies ha = but he was not happy
— - -
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all the time. o pleasure was lasting to them and things were growing stale.

They were both living in s%'n - and sin has no new tricks.

fot{material gain J# hoping that Paul would come in

—
\ % they were lookin

e

before them. And mayhe would O;W them some money - maybe for his freedom.
= xR

They were trying to capitolize on this to advance their own ambitionms.

In the fourth place, these two people might have beerw_

ife)- maybe some motivation in their hearts that

- an—"

in their hearts

they were searching for something. Like the motto in the department store, it is
—

not what the customer comes in after, but what he goes out with that matters.

So because of curiosity and probably some unreasonable ideas - they thought

.

that they would bring Paul in.(faybe)for an afternoon of entert%in% t. They

had heard how Paul could speal:, You remember that night in TIphesus when he
— e —

——
~

past midnight and on into the morning - and the man went to sleep in the window

and fell out. Sfo Drusilla and her hushand wanted to h%r one of Paul's‘semﬁ%

. g A 2
I can imagine when Paul wallked in - that Drusilla sent word up to him. Yow let
— r———

[
us hear some of vour great thoughts.
_—

an opportunity to entiiain the leaéers and the rulers of the country, Paul

chout the Grecian art that he had seen. Ue could have told

them akout the f‘.crgp%is. How it looked in the _moonlight. We could have talked

ever a man had a chance to show off,

it was Paul. And if ever a man had
-1

about his life in prison atCPhili i. FWe could have told him about all the

4
1

pods he met in Atheps. Paul could have told them a stgn.g-ai,ﬁg_lig.i"
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I think something else Paul could have done, as a traveling evangelist and
missionary - he could have told them some a to _that would have raised

them up out of their seats. But the strange thing is, that Paul did not do any

of this. And he walks into this place, and he immediately launches into his

orthadoxey. Paul talks to them about some immoveable great . And he is

going to tell them about God, some facts that are as stationary as a mountain.

9 lle is going to_tell them about a God that they are;é&é@ﬂﬂﬂﬁf&ﬁaﬁgﬂf And he is
—— S —

going to tell them, in a way, that he will diagnose thelr case. An.‘ﬁﬂab = traggdy

the pw and rgj_;;s,a\s,,tb.e..cuze. But going to be a physician
: o

here. And the patient is going to adjourn the meeting before the benediction is

given.

And Paui‘beéin%i not_by entertaiEEEn;

and Drusilla.

.~ ﬁ ‘Eilree thinwa in Paul's orthadoxey.

Me reasoned, he did

t) rant. He did not t the air.

- i~

Femm——

He did not pull any m@gé% tricks off. TWe spoke with common sense with down-right

being right with God. There was no flattery. Go hgges qin. He wants them to

feel the awfulness of their sin before God.

are wholly unrighteous.

There is ng,,‘.r%%-in% without righteousness. And God endured his full

sanction to a4 righteous man and a righteous woman. Nothing that will substitute
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for right living.

Paul was challenging whether it be riﬁht_in the siﬁht 0; God to harken

— .
unto man more than unto CGod. And Paul's purpo is/not) to save his skin. To
;a.....-Eii%iﬁ% | TR iy

win the ag%%ﬁﬁiﬁrof these high government people. MNor was it to create an easier

time for himself. But Paul wanted to be rig%; - as God had given him insight.

And nothing can take the place to be right with God and with man.

W Sowr « o AJLQJ7~xLﬂ,v,$EZL,/
T T B G T

This old missionaxy, peeled like. thunder

His voice, this grand old man.of.Cod

Stooped over, and begins to eliminate
The glories of the future life
And he begins to talk about

The shackles of sin.

As he reasoned with this man - his note was righteousness. Before

) Fg}ix and Drusilla. Tt would be fhard\to paint in a
= - 4;::;EIJ;liiiili-r"

fgﬁfffféé 2_Imere sinful Rlcture tEEE_he has hefore him. Drusilla was the third
wife of Felix. And @ was on her second husband. She was the youngest daughter

of Herod Agrippa. She is vagﬁy, selfish gbition, a w. And probably

Felix had little difficulty in seducinﬁ her away from her husband who was a king

him sat al\co

to enjoy the social advantages of being a Roman Governor's wife.

Look at hef(family tree)

Hgr £ er murdeged the Apostle James. Acts 1271ff. Her great unc slew

John the Baptist. Mark 6:17.
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Her at grand r Herod the Great, killed the babies of Bethlehem.
s / -

In an effort to slay Jesus. Matt. 2:16,

Drusilla was a sinful product of sinful fervor - and it was all compounded
E L 4 -

¥

into a life of evil,

(TE was a former Greek i%iﬁe. Yho had risen in the corrupt Roman court
= /
to a position of influence. Ue revealed crueltx and %ust. That his power was

carried out with the mind of a slave. In other words, h i consisted

of cr h}fﬁ:&gﬁggzggwer, seaagéé:%gft after another man's wife, And he lived

by corrupt practice of receiving bribes.
il il

™~ ( }Teé-;‘gif a&,. liwegﬂi}iiﬁrusélla and Fegﬁ'zi in open living

. — AY
in gin, DBut(nojone should excuse himself for that reason. The Bible says tha(;i;;h'
N -

have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Rom. 3:23. And doubtless this

corrupt couple !

had broken everyone of the Ten C%grandments.
,..-—-——*7 ,—-’;':;

Vo

You remember that James 2;{10 says for vhosoever s%g&l keep the holz law and
vet offend in one point, is guilty of all.
T B

"
@Ci IiS something that Wand it destroys Eliﬁ I And first,
- e

God. ?i.ﬁ_ E”ilc: Eﬁi' Hs in the 'I-ﬂ%f: of
the Wﬁ And there they remain for judgement.

last, and always - it violates the h
t, an alvay violates the ho

loves righteousness. Fe tried to get Felix to bring his life into conformity

- and the ideal standard of righteonsness, which God has set up for all mankind.
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I think it is most likely that Paul explained how we become righteous.
In God's sight = through Mst. Paul evidently talked to Felix and

Drusilla about faith. And union with Christ. And belief.

. . {
N, W his orthadoxey include rerance. Self con;_t:ol, sﬂi\—_ﬁ@t&red.
Te was talking to a man and woman whose souls were enchained and were mastered

by everything else except the power of Cod. Again, this point is a point of

Felix's weakness., A dlqsigated g/m uncontrollei ﬂg/ner — and he lived and was

unworthy in himself. He lived . He was unclean. He lived for
“"‘«"‘

greed and for Tﬁﬁﬁh' And Paul said, you have given your reigns of your life

to foul hands, to passion, appetite for bad things.

And they were both uncontrolled in san Iw And Paul could have
satd(1i %\‘ lath thou art the man. Thou art the wog’m.

Ihen Paul was talking about this part - that he believed inﬁrusilld?pﬁy
' e

have legned over and _tollligl..;'ég_x - let's s

Because here were two people living in open sin. And a

t
tl}g&agy says —l@ was a great(reachg_r\before

struggle between ths old and the/new man. And Isule the King, from out in the
audlence said . 'oh ew-—t-heae..mam The two are in this man. And
ﬁ H s e ]
1
the looked down and said - but one or the other must die. One must

1

CcO .
-

et

ck to his_cell.

He tg_}hed of the

That is(exactlb what Paul was saying to this couple. Your__’% union
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- one must congﬁﬁr. I think he tried to bring them to a realization and to a self

knowledge that it would be better for self control and some self reverence hefore

A___-—-—-"“_—7
God.
| e, Third/, thé& Or.t/h/a:cquey included righteousness, tempsrance, and
»-.._:;_s,-n”j /

judgement. NW. All of us must stand before
. == e e
this judgement seat of Christ to ﬁixe aa“%unt of ourselves to God. This is one

of the great certainties that Paul always stressed. This was a most %

incident in the 1ife of Paul. We know there is a judgement because of the

judgements of the past. Eéééék\ about Babylon, think ahcm%, think about Sodw.

That was judgement.

S .

e

" preaches

Robert G. Lee.

A Now you (c_@ééi’m)l_gave this out of this belief.

a sermon on Ahab in which he entitled it - "Payday

——

omeday'. And through that

sermon he talked some payday someday coming to ‘ach of t‘rhhm;gcters in the
P ——n i =~

et his payday. How thgw met

story of Ahah. TWe talks about how the Ki

her payday in judgement.

and think that we are getting by with sin today. But
-.-——-7

And the wicked times that we have
-E_-#-'_V

todav is going to be given in account.

- You are a Governor, you must face Go /

. Maﬁk ii iﬁ’ there will be a day of reclsﬁ%&y, a day ofu.“ agwn And of
. '-qu
rg_r}derinciv ﬁoﬁ. And how ever far wrong you have gone, the final facts of

every human life, your private habits of life, are going to come up before you.


mailto:Fm@...,w.e.m.allly.getaw'!:i

o P

And this great fact is pointing out before Caesar's throne here.

¢i§£ﬁ§ Cod for a preacher like Paul., And thank God for preacher's today who

———— —

still preach on this great need. That is what they needed to here. Here are your

sins. lere is the orthadox creed of God. Fyerv i edethat Paul spolke was true.
—_———— - EESET - £

Fvery word that Paul used here was faithful to the Seripture.

What was the results of this Orthadox belief as given by Paul. THe couldrmnot

4:2%f£#at i by

is trying to frighten me.

e might have said in his heart, now Paul

sed to describe

He could have gotten ag%;y with ?Eyl. Like the

. . —
the preacher wbo o b inp - and layed it g#f pretty close for people to
/

understand. Vit

you are v prisoner. Yow you can't talk ne lilke that.
; yo

fi'""* s P Jondpns Bl Jei # : l

1if Telix and T‘rHsilla. It was the crisis

of their souls. Their sips had become real to them. They saw themselves wrong

=l

in the sipght of Cod. Their hearts were stirred. The Bible says -~

V. —~ Telix{trembled 4 He grew very white about his lips. Ttis%
unevenly. e put hig hanﬁ’ tﬂ-_rh is biew. His igﬁi he drew tighter around his body.

Fis .Mﬁwgan to shake, Te clutched the side of the chair in terror. He had

@ liaps speak. MHe heard empegors speal. We had heard lawyers like Tertullus

spealk. But both of them had deep sin.
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And TFelix was nalg— Dersniring. And he was saying - that's enough.
. - q.____——'-‘-—'_‘

That's enough. That moment marked the doom of Felix.

Te said,éou :_are HEEE !%El in his conscience. e stoaaed the Eﬁgﬁﬁi I ’/

don't want to hear anymore about YEEE_EEEEE%;Y: or about your God. Maybe sometime

later you can finish. UVhen T have a moment, I will call for you.

% = [ ‘
Gp thy wav for this, time, when I have a c_gy% season, I will
ﬁi...-—ﬁéi...--nQ,.. _ —

for the close of the

call thee.4/The Spirit was wq{&jng, but Feldx aialt

Sermon-y And no doubt, he did not wait for Paul's invitati And his giving

the remedy - in which Paul could have told him about one that could have set him

free. . But he was hopeless and helpless - why not accept Christ. ﬂmfﬁo?w ke ’t

T 4 oo tifa -

ist, he would have to give up his gins.

le would have to send Drusilla back to her husband. Telix would have to give

| ——

up hiiﬂéf?ﬁfﬂ&%%;: Felix would probably lose Iitg gob. But TFelix would gain

more than he lost because he would have gone to leaven.,

He said, simply, some other dav. And that some other day never came. Te
—"'-—‘;::.ql e ———— e )

was later driven into exile and died nithout Fod Uow c1fferent

N

- e

and he is i?f%eaven tonight  “But Felix was afraid to look into his conscience

b, =
and examine his sins. There ar

and yet will go away no better off. But someday, you will cut _the last rope

and the last opportunity that you have of becoming a Christian.

\, j@ dZelix want Paul to way - and why did he fail.

‘ nﬁww it was@ecause he did not understand
.
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the sermon. Or that the sermon was too deep for him and went over his head.

Me knew a plenty.

SO g{t wa€_not ,;,Pecause he ww:ﬂ: is not the case. But it is

" C;j_ﬁIt wasiﬁi?hecause he was\wholly hardened.

—

hecause he refused to give God a chance.

That he had sinned against life

so much. The Bible says he tremhled. He wa5 not beyond.bopes The spirit was

still working in him.

% ﬁfth, it wai nqtzbecause he(l

to pay the-price. e did not want to give EE_Drusilla. There are a lot of

4 Fe did not want

(::almost" folks)in this world today. A man in California digging for gold in 1849
P

s

stuck his pick in the ground and sold the claim for a song. The purchaser soon
a—l—'-'_.-—'__'— o

found rich veins and hecame a millionaire.

he could not be changed#ffbut because he was

fth, it wasecaus

unwillinE to he changed. He did not want to rise and follow Jesus.

nce to tell me following a church service, that I came near..

going fg§gard in the _service today. After you preached, I _felt like dedicating
my life to.Codw But I failed. And that is just like 2;%;; - almgst he became a
g e

Christian. But he wasn't willing to give it up. And he was willing to go on

without Cod's love.

"Now he may have

what constituted a convenient season

i R

thought that he could turn to God when he pleased. But he hoped someday to be
e
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religious. That the position would be more favorable and that the religious

adyantares would be greater. And that he would feel the still small voice

operating within. And that God would make it more convenient. What a mistake.

Aeventh, Te s wa;Eing of judgement.

Who wants to be righteous. Uho wants to have self-control. Don't you worry about

—_—

Cod's judgement. Delay is really a deeision in the wrong way. Tt robs us of

large blessings.

7

you say, I have

The Scripture says, come now and let us reason together. Someday you are going

[

to{ face Go%)- and CGod is going to say, I called, and you refused. You would not

come,

Let me summarizefwhy) Telix

L
Firsts Mfe kept Paul in jail and Mxe ss,  Ye was
,.-‘E L —

lile Tilate washing his hands of the blood of Jesus. Ile sold his soul for a few

votes and for his office.

It says that Felix listened to Paul a

little oftener. ‘*’-" That he ‘w would be given him. He was
looking forﬁ

— nothing more. Wothing is more tragic than a man who loves
an who loves

money - and sells his soul for it. Ve exchanges his salvation for this.



Life is uncertain - when, where, and how will you take your first step....

toward God. God alone has the secret.

The power of will keep you putting it off for eternigi?»

Your lost condition ought to he a fact before your eyes. You rebelled, you

refused, and he resisted. I call you to decide today about your soul. In your

delay now, and come to him immediately and let your decision be made known.



