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Dr. C.E. Crosland
Dr. Clayton E. Crosland was originally 
from Alabama. He graduated from 
Howard College in Birmingham in 1907 
and immediately began a career within 
the Baptist establishment. He started as 
a Sunday-School Recruiter for the state 
of Alabama and quickly rose through the 
ranks, even moving to Nashville to 
establish a teacher-recruiting station. His 
career soared to new heights when he 
became a Rhodes Scholar and was given 
the opportunity to study at the Wadham 
Branch of Oxford University in England 
from 1910 to 1913.

Prior to his time at Ward-
Belmont, Dr. Crosland was 
the President of Fork 
Union Military Academy, 
and then Averett College 
in Danville, VA



Dr. Crosland, was associate Vice President of Ward-
Belmont, (now Belmont University) Nashville, from 
1921 to 1923, and during that short time, he worked 
with Jack DeWitt to bring radio to Ward-Belmont. Dr. 
Crosland felt that radio would be a great promotional 
tool for the college. Though the station did not 
broadcast for long, Crosland’s foresight secured Ward-
Belmont’s place as the birthplace of radio in Nashville.



“This is Ward-Belmont, Nashville. W-A-R-D--B-E-L-M-O-N-T. We have 
today installed a radio sending station and will tonight broadcast the 
concert by Mr. Philip Gordon, the distinguished American pianist.” Dr. 
Clayton E. Crosland, Associate VP, Ward-Belmont, April 18, 1922.
With this speech, Dr. Crosland of Ward-Belmont, became the first person 
to broadcast on a radio station in Nashville, Tennessee. This feat of 
electronic engineering was accomplished only with the aid of John 
“Jack” DeWitt Jr., a 16-year-old high school student, boy scout, and radio 
enthusiast, who first constructed a radio antenna in his Belmont Heights 
backyard. Crosland realized the enormous potential of radio to advertise 
the college and recruited DeWitt. DeWitt set up Ward-Belmont’s station 
and was instrumental in this first broadcast on the night of April 18, 
1922.







PRESIDENT CROSLAND PRESIDES 
OVER FUMA 1910 GRADUATION.



HIS FATHER, EDWARD, DIED 
IN 1915, WHILE VISITING HIS 
SON AT FUMA.



JULY 6, 1917





1917 - 1921: Clayton Edward Crosland
•Presided over the completion of the name change to Averett College.
•During his tenure, the first Student Government Association on 
campus was organized (1920).
•In addition to his duties as President, taught German, Latin, French, 
and philosophy.
•Is the only President or principal in the school's history to be fired for 
his actions: the Board of Trustees (following a condemnation by a 
Baptist convention) demanded that Crosland leave after he allowed 
dancing and dance classes on campus.
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