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; OUR OMNIPOTENT HELPER

Psalm 121

INTRODUCTION:

We have a Psalm that @ something aon their

way to the city of Jerusalem, They are climbing the steep paths as we
St - ko

discover and they express their Christmau' My help comes from the

Lord made Heaven and earth. fr_c_a;n the hills, But from him

that made them.

This is a wonderful Psalm on the and the of God.

P

And it talks about the pilgrim, it talks about the city, and it talks about

the eternal security of the citizen in that city.

I. THE SOUL OF THE CI

——r

L

y "1 will 1ift up mine eyes from the hills, whence cometh my help. The

city)is a very large corporation., It is engaged in business. Collecting
Y — 7

taxes, expending revenue. Street improvement, p%e and fi_lf_wt}ction.

-7

A city in a city. (EEQJ;U:LJxE_thaggg%;g is nq’g;%;ter, no smaller,

than the people
Tt is no }older, no warmer. UNo mog_a}_g%der, no morg_’c_rfggl an the peop
who comprise it' M , the city of course would
become a mass of br stone. steel, wood. The city cannot survive without
)}9! 4}33 b ’ 4

ntelligent leadership. And many of these thines as.fellowship, make up the
i : . f taxes for
soul of the city. need honest collection and disbwv
y —7
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the benefit of the people. Now there arinds of people who are involved.
7

Fach and everyone with a soul. True, it is that some of them are still in the

rough., And it will (takea mason of unusual skill to hue them into shape.

Here in for instance, we are a @ part o he soul of
— pi=— =

Chesapeake, and we help to reconstruct this city. And we are here if we want

—_—

the right kind of a city. Like the kind of a city you like.

We are to work at the work that is at hand. @sn't the city that is

wrong, many times —@19 you that is wromg. Nownted this Chﬂ?:h on

this corner in this great city. For the purpose of accomplishing so g
through our lives., Now this great church was started back in( 1890's)and it
=, e A

has been here at the heart of this ecity.

Again and again, this church has had to face thg@ shall we stay

here in the heart of this city, or shall we move ut.7 GCod put us here - it
e

is our stewardship and our calling to stay here and to do the work of Cod and

stay in the city.

Now @sitting down on the Mt. of Olives, overlooking the city of

Jerusalem — the Scripture says, he_ée over that city. I believe that he

looks over @515 citﬁ here, and I think looking down on this area here, he

perhaps weeps over this city. The Cospel message, if it is to be planted

in the world, must be planted in the cities. The Ap_estlegdemonstrates

this - he did not go just to the cog_%try, the rural areas and stay. But he

went to thee of the empire., His burning @was to go to@ and

—

preach the Gospel there. Eut Paul knew that the destiny of the Christian

fait
alth, rested in the building of churches in the hearts of the city.
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Now(sociologists/tells us today that this is still true - as though so

go the cities, SW. And so go a cﬁlg‘}%e. ¥ow this is our concern
— k-

today. And something is happening in our cities.

It started back 1\‘ World War IL)or maybg” World War I = the@gf_\

the concentric city. At thv of the city, there used to be great

(institutions that held the 1l4fe together. There were the fingw_l_lns.t}tutions

and there were the cultural institutions like schogls and churches. And the
/-—'—'P " "—-’? e

city was buil built around and developed around these gr. Now following

World War II especially, t‘nelurban sprawl began to take place. There was a
jump into the suburbs. The growing of thf Zshoppin& centers_) And this meant

the breaking up of the heart of the city. Now to get the anchor back to the
- v

heart of the city — how can we revitalize the cities. How can we face the
great culture, the economic problems. HNow the church ought to be part of the

solution.

Nowave a call and a mission here in the heart of this ecity. The
~7 =

business, the trade, and the marketplaces, even - amidst the crime and the
LSSt —

e —

sin of the city. We believe that the church has a place here.

Look today and vou will see how@ave fled the city.
e -

Some of the g@jor congrepationsyhave fled th@eighborhoods.

out and move to th All about us, this has been

They voted to(sel

{ e
happening., In the past few years. RBecause when I first became pastor here, @
we had some (Ehriving thurches down in(Rerkley)- Berkley Avenue Ea}ajist. t(dﬁ:g:_g 3 :

—_—

The Christian Church, and all were powerful in that section. And they moved

out — one by one and left the area. Abandon their buildings. And pone to
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the suburbs, \Campostella,}right over next door to us. The church there -

the Methqdist, the Baptigts, sold out and moved to the suburbs. They moved

out) they said, where the people were. And so constantly all around us, we
\%

find that there are churches that are doing that. Arbor Grove Church moved
- 7

out. And has gone out to Level Green. And we have (€ urch after church) that
————— ad

is leaving the area.

But .you kno that there are perhaps several thousand JEOE}G, right

here within a mile or two circle, of this church today. They are all around
——-_______—__—-—-——_‘_v H

us. And we believe God put the church here in a Vew Testament way.

Now to do this, tg\_];g_\@_;hg_,abwh, the Sf’_“_l of the church and the soul

of the city here - it kind of dedication and commitment. That is
: =7 —

going to be @hat ordinary people are committed 5_:)_/9 in ordinary

churches. The ordinary churches are going to give up. Tt takes the kind of

— e e i —

committment that some of you make each week. There are some who drive
—T

10 miles. And some people who a half a dozen churches to get downtown,
—_— = i

because @ believe that there ought to be a witness down in this section.
S b Sl

—

Now T believe that there ought to be a great demonstration of the loye

of Christ where people of all kinds can come and find fellowship and

acceptance in our church.

Now, tend to take on the characteristic of the neighbgrhood.
. - Y

sometime, some weeks ago to a beautiful new suburban church.
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And they have all new facilities. They have a bea ful little sanctuary.

But you know, I do not see a single gray-headed person in the whole group.
Vv

Why - because they tend to be alike, They are all living in the same kind
-—-———-——-::V p—

of They are all in the same kind of They are the same

—

kind of folks. And they are Eypical bf that community church.

4@ needs to he a church in the downtown - at the @- the city,
— = -
where éverybody is welcome. ¥Where you can find a congregation of all ranks -
~

- from all baikﬁr'o_%ds. And that is why we ought to be here.

Many .me sometimes, that one of the mostig i things
— -‘v

about the South MNorfolk Baptist_’,Church - a;g, that we have., You

--"//
see leverybody herej-— ofmiﬂmd when we come to the foot of the cross,

e

and find the ground level there, we are just sinners saved by grace.

Now to his job, in the city, we are going to have to use every mejgps
— =8

we have of preaching, of teaching, and of multiplied ministries, of missions,
— —— —_— =

pms————

etec. Jesus did not tell us to qualify all of the folks, or just to help the
deserving mes. But he told us to bring a cup of cold water. That seems to

me what we are trying to do, in this city.

There is. about our Christian work. How to maiﬂwg%gation.

tow to hold on and to reach other people. When(we know that suburban churches
; ; 7

seem to be very attractive and they make anWrs. You
e = .

come, we are little, we need your help.
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What are the elements of care that are hidden, my friends, in the work

in which we are trying to do. That Christ is trying to work through us.

In thiﬁ__]jg_a_yu, it is one of the most pci'_c_)ular perhaps in the Bible. But
itall the moods of the human 1'_15e. Here is a word that speaks to
our immediate condition. And here is a situation as the pilgrims go up to the
To_the soul of the c%;r. And he says, V. 1,
I_zilllift up mine eyes unto the h:f‘:}ls. Brethren, you do not go to Jerusalem
without lifting up your evyes. 'r:pu @to Jerusig‘\l}a_m lookir}‘____gdo wn in the

e
valley - you have to look up. LooWlem. You come to @

the Mt. of Olives, Bethany, you are coming - and you are looking up all the

way. Now is th@of @ found in the hills, Is that where h{;power
* v

is. That is one of the questions that is being asked. TFrom whence shall my

city = the

help come.

And this was a man who was always finding himself face to face - perhaps

with an adversary. To whom shall I go. What can protect me now. Can I postpone
£

this decision.

The tragedy is that we search sometimes, often too late for the answer to

this. We do not find it soon enough.

there was an that was put up

Phere had been no services in it for vears. And the denominational
e
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heads decided to sell the property. And dispose of it. But there was a storm

of:frotesb. And the local paper was full of lggggzg_ﬂxitten by upset citizens.

Why, they objected to the sale of the hiq&gziggl_lgndmark. The man who had one

time been it's ézgzgz)remarked, that @E)the people had shown that much interest
~ L

in it while it was alive, it would an_EEgg_hggg_ghggggn. So it is with men

and their concern for salvation. Not until the last minute, when they had lost
everything - do they ask with any mal intensity - from whence shall my help

come.

l&i:;&_ﬂy help cometh from the(£;;;2 who made the Heavens and the earth.
___.—-——7'

The omnipotent helger is described here.

There is a difference in a man's vision. Where there is no vision the

people perish. The @0r1d.bas made by men of vision. (Eé;g;ﬁ)said, I saw the

'
Lord high and lifted up. The vision changed his life. (Baniel)opened his window
Ll 0

e
to the holy city and that vision changed his 1ife, Peter says, we were the

eye-witnesses of his majesty. Tt trancsformed his life as a believer.

Did you ever look at agrowing in the field. And the wind will
—— V

blow this way or that. And did you ever nEE;pe that the sunflowers always turn

their faces toward th And what we need to do is to change the circumstances

in our life and in our eity by turning our look toward Him in all of our human

experiences.

All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God. We need cleansing.



Where will the weary soul find this cleansing. Ve find it only in one

place.

A party of people were going down in A@wearing a whit}

dress. A friend said, you ought not to wear that. She asked the guide, can

I wear this white dress. le said, ves, there is nothing to prevent you from

wearing it down in the mine. But there is much to prevent you from wearing a
AR

white dress out of the mine.

As we go out in this old world, and we find our garments soon stained.

There 1is one place that we need to know that our help comes from looking up.

II, SENTINEL OF THE CITIZEN, , WQL/
—

The sentinel of the citizens - from the soul of the city, we take a moment

now to look and(§QEDWho watches over these pilgrims and these citizens.
=

“EEA;;% He will not let your foot slide from the path. fgg;e is no
~ =

drowsiness on his part) This guard as he watches over you. Who does not know

how days differ. UIven in the life of common ordinary experiences. We go from
the golden sunlight of joy sometimes - to the blackness of whoe. The grass

of the meadow to the mirey clay of the, marsh, From the hot dust of the road
to the steep ascent of the mountain. From the waters of the cold river, to

the warm brooks that flow.



o I

And here is one who says in every detail - T am with you all the days
- and all day long, even unto the end. I will not suffer your foot to be

moved, Nor will I slumber while I am overseeing.

rj?;::Ly%he same one who watches over the individual,(éé?gg;;:bver the whole
city. He says the Lord keepeth Israel and he will t. What

74l

a wonderful message.

A little was taken sick one Christmas and was carried to the Hospital.
- h 4

She heard the story of Jesus, coming into the world_to save. One day the(éii%%)

came around at an unusual hour, and took the %EEELE child by the hand and

whispered to her that she needed to be quiet and not talk. And the little child

I
says, I am having a real good time here, Fver such a good time. Suppose I had

to go away from here just as soon as I get well, TI'll take the good time along,
— A SE— - e S ——

/
some of it anyhow. Did you know about Jesus being bornJ? !

replied the nurse - I know. PBut you must not talk anymore.

Yes
..-"'?’L'

You did, I thought you looked as if vou d;gp't. And T was going to tell

4
you. ow/did T lodkﬁ: asked the nurse. Oh, just like most folks. Kinda
glum¢~ I shouldn't think you'd ever look glum if you had knowledge about Jesus

P

ever being borm,

&@ A upon thy right hand. This is a tremendous verse of

— -
Seripture which he says is comfort and refreshment.

(T;;;T-;;:;:} The shadow of a great rock in a weary land.
S e e
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Now the right hand means that God is near. And never far.

So God is so near and he is never going to let you be very far away

from him. V. 5.

came into the chuyrch, stepped on the platform, opened
= N ;

-— -

his Bible and said - Friends, I will give you th motto Of my life. And

('
17 4
he turned to Mark 11:22 - Have faith in God. The margin says, h_a_}ze tl'l:e:

J
faith of God. / But Hudson Taylor says reckon on God's fait;l to you,

— = =
He continued, all of my life has been so fickle, sometimes T could trust

and sometimes I could not., But when I could not trust, then I reckoned
“__'__——__-———-——-—_7  —

that God would be faithful,

Now this is a powerful idea when we think of the guidance in life's

choices. is full of choices - every day we stand at the parting of

the ways and @sk which way shall T 1".'—11,«;9. In our strength, we find no

answer, no guide. In Him, we find - here is the way, walk in it.

an we find that guidance in Him. It is found through surrender

and praver. @all thy ways acknowledge him, and he will direct thy paths.
7

If you are choosing a career, you ought to pray. If you are choosing a life

mate, you ought to pray. %.1 are making smaller choices, to choose
P

every morning —@ morning we ask Cod to help us make the right choices
7

for that day. There are two roads for life. There are two ways. One is

right and the other is wrong. One ends in Heaven and the other in Hell.
7 —
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Therefore, God is going to be your shade he says here.

7

2(
—= V. — The sun shall not smite thee by day and the moon by night.
:=-‘::Lr = — 22 = ) Toel

The Qgéx of the day, the sun, The moon, the cold moigture at night. The

moon and the sun - great blessings., COf power, of help, or hurt,

— As he kep@ in the wilderness by a pillar of cloud
. e —————— -

by day. That scrggggf them from the heat of the sun, from the pillar of

by night, Which defused warmeth on the whole camp. And there was
—_—

no coldness or dampness. No frost to fall upon them. THere is our

7

omnipotent helper. He (;i;é care of the citﬁvens_nf_this_niey. There

—

will be no harm - day or night.

Te..
. SECURITY {OUR C ENSHIP s
1T c OF ITIZ (5 7@4(2 < o <

We've been talking about the omnipotent helper. Who takes the soul of

the city, and he's the helper - not the mountain. FHe cares for the citizens.
Does not sleep or slumber. And now finally, he gives the protection and

security that is needed.

4
—_ hzé;;;} He shall preserve thy soul from evil., And he shall preserve
: = 7

and guard your soul. That means you are safe in every respect. That his

7/

soul is protected.
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2

v, He is going to guard in all of his ways, if you will notice his
A4

past, your leavings. His presence, your coming back,. And your

@from this time forth, and even forever more.

As in the early days, a great (Christian )in Britain who had been driven

1%
by land and sea, was in a terrible storm. And someone cried there is ath
\___-——-—-7

OM Let us perish, @aill be driven into the sea from the land.
\'d

And this fs_a_._;'d, have ye so little faith, my cotmrggzs. Lifting his
27/

7
eyej/t_o”ﬁ_g_a.yen, he prayed. I thank God that the way to Heaven is still ogen.

When there is no other way to look for help, we may look up.

Now, we ourselves,cannot determine the number of days or vears that we

shall live. But all of us can determine what we do with our days and our
—_—

years that we are granted,

Now of ouréoved om‘a‘;s put in a long 1{£e - more than a usual span

of years. And as we think of those long years that have been spent,

at our own vears that are to come., What are we putting into our years. What
Tk

are we filling our lives with - is it the right things. Are we under the

hand of the omnipotent helper.

On the outtsklrts of a little town in - there was a little mission

church., The congregation wasn't very_ing__}'l. And they didn't have a full

time minister. Rut the man that preached there, on weekend, said that about

one block from the church lived an well up into his 's - almost 20.—
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He used toand are for = e ower garden. Which surrounded

the church. Many were the beautiful flowers that grew there. One day he said,
_ e A= ok

I asked him,@i}ﬂluaspent so much time fixing up the flowerlh%gs. After all,

he wasn't being paid to do it.
7

o ¢/
The man said, T must keep my life full of the right things. T wondered
= — @ eee———

—

after awhile about that - just what he meant. As God gave him health and years,
e o

he would use them for ot?;rs. And the little ex%ra things which he did. T think

he had found the secret of holy living.
CTet of N0y ~SVaD

But é::::?ggz_ligg_full of the right things.

We thank Cod for those hills that we can raise our eyes. But we thank God

for the God he made and created those hills.

Dr. Samuel Maddox,

was a son of a missionary to Brazil. And Sam told the

story about his family arriving down there in that country that was not very

L4
friendly to missionaries. The| first)thing, all of their personal

€ said. Our fq;giture, clothes, everything

they

belongings at the( custom house )

- and they levied somd¢ $2,000 jin duty against them. Now, that was more than

their total salary for the year in those days.
R

We moved into a little rented house. Father went out and gathered up packing
————r —_—
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boxes,'and we just got by. We slept on the floor. in a strapge land,
and all alone. We felt like then, he says, little brother pot sick. We took

him to the Doctor. And he called in some specialists - 4 specialists. And yet

the brother died. It was a heart-breaking experience on the new mission field.

We had the(funeral End when it was over, he said, we had a tremendous\doctor bill

and then we had a great Because they thought we were wealthy

nd they sent huge bills and he said, my Daddy just didn't know what to
‘_._7

do.

Our first month's check came from the Foreign Mission Board - $175 for that

month. So my father called the family together, and we sat on our boxes in a

—

ciféle, and he said - what shall we do. We believed the tithe was the Lord's.
-

We do not even have clgg]_es7and they are empounded. We do not have furniture

and we owe $£,000. We have@aid these bills., There is the docters bills
bl

and the funeral bills. What shall we do.

' , i/
But then my father said, but T believe God is the first creditor.
e ———

I think we ought to take out the tithe first. And we had a vote. And the

whole famil So we took out m The next Sunday, in the little
: 2 ; c X ; fia U R oL =

church we put it in the offering.

Em—

When the church saw what we had done, they knew about the

problems we were having. They began to_talk., And pretty word got out,
=

some friend went to thg custom housd. He said, this i@right to have this

me of

/o
kind of duty imposed against these people. The

B e L et wA1T down to 307 of what it was.
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Then a Christian doctor heard about the and he went to see the specialists.
./

And they learned the facts of the_matter, and they just(;I;;E)out the debts.
7

I
That is alright they said, we can do this for these good people.tiihev are Cod's

people. Vhen th learned about the situation - he said, I will

i

i
just charge them my actual expenses.

- 1<
Then the(EE;;§>in his eyes, Sam Magggg said, you know - that is the way

Cod beegan to work, When we<ﬂid his will, When we obeyed him., And it was not
—_— = e ——

- he said, but a few months before my father was able to pay off all that we
=L 2 =

oved. And we got our things out of customs.
_— ~

We had maintained our integrity and our self=respect. And the people
.=

respected us for what we had done. And he said the(work exploded? And there

was a boom in that mission. All because the family decided to tithe and to
==

claim the promise of God.

/
m said, as he wept,[you just

a7

I think we all to remember what Sa

can't outgive God. i

—
E— —— T
Sa—

I want to say to you this morning,;yoqkpan't outgive Egd. You cannot
v

personally and I cannot. We cannot do it as a church. And if we are going

to march and \make Jour church {freat in 1978, it must be in f%i_j_:h, com%;’tment,

and surrender. Only Heaven knows what will happen next - God will open

the windows of Heaven because he is é:; Emnipotent helper.
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And that T believe

is doing vhat
God wants done.

Or there is someone here

vho has alreadv 1 i 1ievw
already heen Jmmerged as a heliever, and
you vould 14k : i A n 1
3 uld 1ike to ke received today. Tf wou are ot Ja Christian, co i
; rOu-are mot Ja Lhristian, come and
accept Christ as your Saviour,

Vol s . X .

- will 1ift up mine eves. ﬂu}* omnipotent helper is still available
h Pelpg ailable.

And through all vyour vay, in his lLinp

rdor, he will keep vou even for ever more.

I — - e

1 Maker of mountains—
Creator of their beauty and their might,
Iliftmysmallandhumanheartm'['he-e, )
Fill it, I pray, with something of t.he:u: might,
Their steadfastness, their high serenity;
Sweep it with canyon winds, and wash if clean
With clear cold water from the eternal srjow,
Let these bright torrents Ptl!gt; it, let all mean
Desires and passions leave it—let me go
Back to the lowlands, back to the crowded days,
Poised and sustained, and ready for my part,
Iﬁtnu:golmdhsmhaﬂedinthexnonnmmxumyg
Bearing their old vast secrets in my heart.!



