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LONGING FOR RIGHTEQUSNESS

Matt. 5:6

Introduction:

I want first to tell you We usually pursue what we really
want. i
co ’a’boﬁt’ the difficulty of getting to Sunday School regularly and

and children.

1se of household responsibiliti

It was discovered that this wo

riy got breakfast for her husband
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bgggkér;g_ghg_gh%§ph, carrying one child in her arms. Thetééiﬁ} is, she

hungered for God's word and for righteousness. And these petty excuses seemed

and nine s. She prepared her three children and then walked seven
' - e :

to be humerous to her.
-

To be sure the Spiritual hunger will(not)be satisfied with wishful thinking.
0t =

Now the (othé story_is one I read that happened along thg/ sea coasts}. Many
- \ .

pggg;e~had_gg§gg£§d in that area for relaxation and to be lazy. Not far away

was a\oast uard s which some of the people visited. Now the atmosphere
Q———z-———w i

there was very different. Eve_ryone seemed to be always_busy, bo%;;, and other

gear were kept in rgadigg/ss. This was not a play place. Now some of the people
7

were on the b%{’\gg%.um, but the coast guardsmg9 were there on business
to swed. And they were ready and qualif fight a stomm

by staying prepared and ready. Our Chri@is based on the one

principle of obedience unto Christ.



- (e, Stegdfas; Yin Pilgrim's Pro§ress says "I have 10_V_E_:d to hear my Lord
i v
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spoken of'. Wherever I have seen the print of his ; /E in the earth, there
= .

I have coveted to set my foot.

)should, our desire to follow Christ bgﬂgéggggggd. A servant obeys and
77 7 =7

follows his master. A soldier obeys and follows his general. An actor follows
- j z

the script. So sim%_.should follow their Saviour.

A little n Vag

ition Bible School was called on to recite the 10
4

Cogmandments. And when she fg%led, she said I guess I haven't been practicing
—7 -
them lately.

In a more serious vain, this could well be the reason for the failure of

good discipleship today.

' The G?rmon on the Mount) :egin'_;‘l with the word blessed. NOW@E;S
blessed means those who are spiritually hag‘gy_ will seek afteg_%eﬁ%aness.

Happiness comes as a by-product of this thirst. Spiritually happy are those

who are poor, in spirit - or those who mourn. Or those who are meek. And
& — —
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dtor;iéh? we come to those who long for righteousness.
Mg
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Happingss 1s a matter of b@;;ialiv% to what God gives%g. esu ,h‘ad___t_his)
E4 . ” — S

supreme happinesg,in his own life and he was telling his disciples how they too

could have this happiness, by being in harmony with God.
7

Before I launch into this text further, let me give you the illustration of

o (fjustice Holmes.) #& once said, I always ;hguggtlwhan I got to be 4 score years,

I could wrap up my life in a seroll, tie a pink ribbon around it, put it away
WM - - e I

in a drawer and go on doing the things I wanted to do.
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But I learnsd when you have taken one trench, there is,gl{waxsj-g g%w firing

line beyond.

p————

Now that is how joy in living grows. There must be this longing for and

T
this seig:ﬁigg.

/"There is ig_gll men a hunger 5&5_&,@%

There is also in all men M‘ and God's love.

, but that will{fof)

ich his thirst for fellowship

with Godwb?cause he will still bf_lljxg,lékeu.an.uanimal.

the of the earth tonight could be set free, but men will never
— — e fm

know the hapginess until there is that longing in the heart.

gow, clothss, and toys - like the other

kids have, why I would j right here. The woman asked what would

—

you like to have besidés these things which we have talked about. The boy replied,

1 just want someone, to love.x Now that seems to be the story around this world.
,‘—;,.‘-,x-‘,—_- A },
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“"The gad% the things we get, will never really make us happy. But Jesus said

cq_rim_t_u_l_a;g:_t_gg__s when you long for righteousness and you thirst to do those things
/—

that are wright.

\/ é\ We dig a little further into the Sermon on the Mount. And we come to the 6th
X \—"—r-\‘—--'_-—-_-'?

" verse,
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I. let usidefine‘this Spiritual appetite.
e

Jasus in the Beatitudes comes to the place now for a perfect teft. A perfect
-—-—'E-—_ﬂ—-q7 =
test of_disgiglesh%p. It really tests a man concerning his docttine and his own

salvation. For Jesus employs here —- hunger and thirst.

r %ﬁf you feel a pain, you feel a 1it§é%§£§inz. You know

what the matter of thirst — there is a eertain dryngss in your mouth. And you
jf,ggég - fzgﬁs y out ¥y

feel like you need refreshment.fgggvid"aid as the heart p

eth after the water
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broke, sgﬁggg;g;hﬁmxgggulﬂafﬁaxﬁihee,ﬁomGed. Now this:ég?;hﬁ=po%§t, that Jesus

is making. He was hungering and thirsting after righteousness.

There are some people who go astray at this point of the whole question.

The question of righteousness. It(maﬁ)mean to them just being deeBened. Or just
b5;25452¥§} just up to a certain point.

which ultimateiy means being like our Lord Jesus Christ. That is the standard.
e N —_—

The

ere of the regenerated soul is toward God, and for righteousness
— F

Now if you want to face God and spent eternity in his holy presence, we must be
— - - ¢

1like him.

fﬁfigne_cag_bg,i;ﬂtme presence of God who has this image of sin remainin in

him., Here is a rigpteOusneas which demands perfecE}on. And the moment we realize

this, we realize that this is something we cannot do ourselves.

Sometimes we make it too easy.
== s o S

o

But this reveahség;ggbnm are exactly in our Chris;ian_l%gg. They who hunger

and thi;ss\after righteousness shall be filled. Therefore, they are happy.



They are fil;ggﬁimmedia;%}y. We have kn forgive . The Christians
know they have been forgiven. He knows that he is covered by the righteousness
of God. And he has peace with God. Not that we are hoping to have it, but

it has been imputed unto him - his sins have been forgiven.

It is 6;& enough for us to mourn over our sins. But there must be a desire.

Now we really {ant z,to know how to increase this hunger for God and this thirst.

Are we aware

of this dealing with God in us.

the fruit of the spirit being manifest in our 1i‘\r7ews. Are we concerned
' e

about that. Are we experiencing love to God, love to other people. Are we

manifesting 1oqg:ggf£g;ing, goodness, meekness, faith, and gentleness, and temper-

ance.

r.and thirst and long -- shall be filled. They are enjoying

irit and all of his mighty working

these things. They are @a f .‘ ol

within., (& n n.us.more and mora. Are we thus filled. Is this your
experience. ou know that your sins are forgiven. Are you rejoicing in the

fact. Is there something in your heart that caases you to long for the righteous-

ness and fellowship with God. Is there something in you or in the woman that I
mentioned a moment ago who made all the preparations in her home and at last made

her way to Sunday School and church every Sunday.

o

There areZEzg_g:ﬂEEzES about describing.this spiritual appetite, this

longing.

]——- -
/ 1. There isilife?_tgherever there is ht_n}__ﬁrj

it
—
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h%;:}{ ead men do not_need food - they do not crave water,

v’l(‘ Men whof lack s irituall_y do not need itg For example,

ne '.,_ heart and that most dangerous process

took place.in-his.heart. There was no.lumger, no longing

in his heart for God or for righteousness. And his heart

gat _harder.

e e

Now those who have no longing are dead in trespasses and in sin. You are

like a dead man.

You know they tell us of

4 man vho goes out in the cold bitter.weather in the
North, He may feel h%s gggE PEcoming num and after awhile he has the impulse

to lay dowm in the snow andigg to_sleep. And he will freeze to death. He must
run and get the circul o - stimulate .blood. so this won't happen to him.

ou - if you do not have any hunger or

This ought to be a spiritua
longing for righteousness, then it may be that you are dead - that you have never

been converted.

a2 N A TS re 3

jﬂ. This longing isija part of the Christian|nature
& =FJ-~a==meA

_,g;mthp&agmanisinaiure - you cannot g0 bexond_it.

It; is anmormal thing and this comes into a man's heart, There is something that
———— T

desires this. That is why a_man wants. he wants to build a

‘ ,.”_=;_ ythis with the physical % . It is according te—=amanls
{féature that he gets That he wants food wﬁen he is hungry and wgg%; when
— % - - o N 4

he is thirsty. For example,{

Jman, a man who is not normally well physically




- he does not crave food. He does not_long for a drink. It leav - m. He

has ng_gg;xsting. Now, in the same way, it happens to a man if he does not

have this spiritual nature born in him - he will not long for it.
-.—-—"-'--T_—_'_‘

bsaid in the Psalm - oh God, thou  God. Eggizﬁgglgﬁiﬁég%%%;hee.

My soul thirsteth_forﬂg%gg, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry.and.a.thirsty

land. Psalm. 63:1.

" e LA R

David had not hadythat spiritual note within him - he would never have

longed to meet with God. He would never had that appetite.

In fact, the man who does not hagg this nature is in a decaying situation.
A m——— ""__-—_-_'-‘*

It is like a tooth that is decayed. It becomes dead and useless,.

===

&5 This longing is a ﬁﬁf;éisal ‘art ofithe Kingdom man 4

L

Now this goes back to primitive times. And I have ngver really met the man
or woman who are Christiang who were incapable of being hungry and thirsting

-

f0::Egififgél_;hiagﬁf//gg; the same thing is tggélmixh_xhe_nggaiggl. It is a
universal thing with all of you. Yoy have an aggetite. It is a §Od~§1v§§

appetite., And the person next to you has an appetite, The (&Eﬁ%??EﬁEE‘?EIEEl
thaE‘izggffiﬁ;;%g_\xf an invalid has to stay in bed for years, they lose their

s, before your meals, you may not have an

appetite, or 1f you gat a lot of sweet

-
appetite for food. Something ha ens to it, What I am saying to you is - you

have an appetite if you are a disciple of Christ.

The whole

:. in 7th_ dgj,&%p is thggg OW. The aim is conforming_

to God's w Blessed . the men and the women who long more and more than any-
w:::ﬁ::!:!éé%}f w:iEES%;E qégz:fi:———lif ¥

thing else to be in God's will, to do good, and to stay away from wrong. And this




is the highest aim in the Christian's life.

Now of course Satan seeks to draw men down. He takes that longing away.
o 4

He seecks to dondem sin in high places. But they cannot recognize sin in their
e <

own personal lives. Now the Bible teaches us that God is holy and pure. If

we are going to have fellowship with God then we must long to have this righteous-

ness.

The definition then here means death in, a deliberate choice of God.

It implies that you are going to find satisfaction. And your desires are going
to be satisfied because the object of the Christian desire is righteousness and
this is conformitive to God's will, This takes the form of doing right. And

they shall have righteousness.

How an Wégﬁre Hun§ry and Thirsty. /

we aware of it. Are we filled. Do we have this in our experience

K

There is the vital thing that is all we have to be concerned about. And I

suggest that if you really long to discover whether or not you have this, is

Because there are some of the greatest and most glorious

exampl g O] ople wi Dger and‘_t_pirst after righteousness, and they were

filled. Go through the whole Bible, go through the New Testament”and read about
some of the gregﬁ_gginxsﬂﬁho were in the church of Christ. Read about their

configgions. Read about the lives of mighty men in our own generation who have

enjoyed this fullness. How did they arrive at it. If we want to know what

hungering and thirsting means, we must study the Scriptures.
. e —_—

I am going to leave that question with you for the moment but I hope you

é;t the answer as we g




Now there are some things that WM and j_m;,rfthis longing in a life.

There are some things that we cannot take into our l/ivas.

. It resembles a flower

but it lacks any helpful properties and those who feeg,# it will in a few weeks

Those men who seek after things that are not bread and refuse

God' s gift will no doubt starve their souls.

” 1. PleaSur%A

This ruins the appetite of the things of God.

Now his appetite

following him., A friend asked him hoy_he got the pig to follow. Very simple,

1 dsop.a-bean every two steps, and the pig likes beans. So he just _follows along.

V' 2.

This too, I think, can damage a man's hunger for God.

There is no man so empty. as the man who thinks he is full, and because of his
\ — -_—za:-uu-?--“—*‘“'m'

own merit, this to me is a fatal disease.

You know there -47' ) that said, we are rich, we have everything. And

—

what did @ ou_are.poor, vou are blind, you are naked.

-

‘/ 3. In the 3rd place, secret sins I think this will quench.your longings for

righteousness.  There may be resentment in your heart against your neighbor. You
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may have filled your heart with wickedness., There may be jealousy, envy, prejudice

- now the thing that happens, is there is no room for God. And this really spoils

your appetite.

LV//V 4.

I think this will hurt your 1onging for righteousness and for God.

You get too busy iqLeveryday affai;g of life.

If you ask a lot of Christians - people(if jthey are Christiamns. They will say,

" I _think-se ", or "I ho " Now lots of people have crowded Christ out. They

have negle uls. They have quenched the hunger and the thirst by neglect.

ent off with a deyil's crowd, He went to a far.counbry-

And finally there was a cg ge from neglect to a positive attitude and he said,

I am going back, I am going to my father and the whole key to the situation was
— —e——— —

getting right with God. Now when he got

all things are now yours. If you hunger or thirst, you are going to be filled.

right with God, the earthly father said

)~ 5. Your own false righteousness.

F,

This too is a thing that spoils.

The Scripture-puts it this way. Man's righteousnessilswaskf11tu_

said this that there were some people who thought they were wonderful, but he

counts them as refuge. Phil., 3. They had a sense of self satisfaction, they did

not need an Now if we want

to pat ourselves on the back, and feel a sense of self-satisfaction, in the things
we have done, we are still holding on to our own self-righteousness. We must

realize that we have nothing. Filthy rags. There must be a deep awareness. It
e ——

means thatwre within us to be like the saints, Abm Moses Df;‘i;
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We want to be like these people but we want to be like them in the wrong

way. We may desire to enjoy.the.blessings, without res ng to be like
2 Al

them.

He once said,

" et meddiehyhgﬁggéégjof_;hg_;igh;ggusqfnd:1gtmmJ;__wf,ﬂ,A;Amm?ﬂT,,ﬁ,

s

wanted to die like the righteous. But he d§g=;Q§=g§g§£§gnii%5mlike the righteous.

Indeed, that is true of many of us. We want the blessings of the righteous. We'd

"

Bl Balaam

like to die 1like the righteous. And we come to our death bed, we'd like to have

the glorio m. Yes, but if we want to die like the righteous, we must
Pt :

also want to live 1like the righteous. These two things go together. Heaven is
open to vou. But it does not work like that. I must long to live like that - if

I want to die 1like that.

are going to come. But they are going tqi?ggza\everything that is opposad to such
J -

righteousness. There are certain things in this life that are opposed to God, and

his righteousness. There is no question about this. And we know things that are

bad. Like in ﬂn{.- ;}we take the patient that has sgme.;nfgcgiog and keep

him off by himself. But it does not stop at that. We treat them. And we must

know the bad and the harmful things that can dull and take off the spiritual

appetite.

If you are spending the biggest part of your time with them and you are q§§i£igg__m

less of the things of God, then your appetite is in question. You have spoiled it.
s S —— ]

Now let me pursue this just a step or two further - I talked to you about

defining this. And how you can tell whether you have it or not, and I have
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disgust some things that will quench your longing.

—— Iv. A Nurturing the Spiritual Life. ;g

Baats o

Next I would like to talk to you about some things that will(j

longing and wil

p//l. We must begin

Now this comes back to that question I ASK, how can you tell if

you have it. Well, it begins with a change of heart and the mind

that is turned and receives Christ Jesus.

~—
% Now this is\more than just to believe on something.

You may beliswve.in you may believe it will do certain

things. You may even bu é§ﬁh_~:t. But if you stand there

and watch the train go off down the track, and if you do not

get zd- you are not going to take the trip. You are not

going to make it,

Now you can stand here tonight, wherever you are, you can believe a lot

about the Bible. You can know some things about Jesus Christ. And you can be

absolutely sure, and you can know all the ins and outs of the church. But you have
not received it. You have not boarded the old ship Zion. You have not trusted in

Jesus Christ.

- . \
inryourrpresentwlifef

Now the Holy Sprit

v 7 ~,In the second place, you|need{vietory

will groom this by sanctification. And separate you unto a clean.way of living.

-

You may encourage the longing for righteous-things by seeking to live victorious

lives,



=1 3=

Now Paul says there were things that he did not do, and there was some things

that he should have done, that he just didn't get around to doing. He settled

it all, when he said, who shall deliver me from the body of this death. And I
= S b

think God through Jesus Christ. Now Christ is your deliverer.

i

gs_you do as #a Christian.

Why do you leave the things undone as a Christian.

Why do you live a defeated li;g.

You claim to be a Christian. The great victorious is one of surrender.

S

ﬁ,,//dég Third,-Qhere,mush:L:L;L;‘gf}alas in sports A man must exercise, he must

\

eat properly. He must gractice, he must keep his whole l1ife toned up. Now the

Christian who is going to long for righteousness, who is going to exercise in the

holy life, the kind of life that he lives will be here a part of it. And part of

his exercise is going to be that he is going to try and climb higher and higher
with Christ., The whole hope of his soul is to be satisfied as he fixes his

eyes on the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

A

udson Taylor &aid that he had been 40 years in China., That he had been able

to do very little there., But he said, I learned to live alone with God. And to

know that in his heart, God is love.

A Chzi§$£§§kﬂﬂa%§;§§ye a_t % to a lady in a restaurant. The lady didn't know

whether she would receive it or RQ; — but she did. She merely said, may I give

W,
\

\
you a little booklet to read. The strange lady took it and in a few minutes, she
-— - F\‘AM&\

said, this is what I need., Just,6what I have been looking for, Thank you so much.
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This is what everybody is looking for. Everybody is searching and looking

to have that longing in their hearts satisfied.

tewgrgnﬂamliﬁ*, in_Hollywood, a great sportsman and radio star - he went on

to a meeting and he went there to gcoff, But under the convictien of God's spirit,

S

—

the following day at 4 o'clogck in the morning he accepted Christ in his hotel room.

And he told that that afternocon - he tq&iﬁﬁiﬁmgudience, I accepted Jesus Christ

as my personal sayiour this morning - October 18, at 4:30 M. That was October

several years—backs And he said, I am selling my entire e. I wonder

ngzéa_there must have been a hunger in his heart, he realized that he must nurtur

that longing.

e thought the scientist was in prayer. Pasteur lifted his head, and the student

said, excuse me Sir, I thought you were praying. I _was sald, the professor. I am
e — - 5

se the vays of God.
| Discipline your life. Don't just

3
s :

hunger and thirst after righteousness day by day. They may be tremendously busy
e —

but they will always find time for God. Ezzgg_ag;§g§7must come first. There are

priorities in your life.

4 s, % ut_yourself
all of this hy yourself. And you really ggp';,produce/}t. I illustrate it with

He was a bé%gé;&éﬁ_if vou remember. And he could not get his sight
e

Now you reall e

f righteousness.

back, but one thing he could do - he put himself in the way of gett giAht.

S, — e
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He heard that Je§E§ was coming that way. So he took up his place on the road.

And he got to the place where he could put himself in the way of receiving sight.

Now, the man who hungers and thirsts after righteousness is never going to miss
an opportunity of beiqg_;n a place where he can find this righteousness.

_house of God
e

these things. Now I meet

The church where we meet to consider

to me ahout their spiritual

prehlgms~ They have something that may be lacking. But they come here, put

themselves in the way of getting it. Now a hap=hazzard_ﬂézﬁgf_fffffffff? -

you will never find it., You will never know this hunger and this thirst., The man

Take for example, th

who will say, I cannot afford to lose any opportunity. Wherever this is being

talked about, I want to be there. Now, that's good common sense.

Don' t you really enjgg_beigg in the presence of a |

you feel better because of it. You like to talk to a person like that.
..___,_—._——-4

— é;,Seuan;h1 read you Bibley This is a great help., You can get a lot of the
newspaper and a lot out of T. V. But let me tell you something, you try the

Bible - it willchelp you at this point.

7 W’m Don't forget this. This is the place where God
B

can speak to you.

V ‘F T RCRI ===t B —
j?,-Niath, read thetgtqu of;ggsgt men\r biqgraphies, study the saints, of
?y - ! i — - = - -
literature. Seek righteousness everywhere. Study the life oq/ggzgﬁjand how he

"~

struggled with the angels. You can mever find it in yourself. Yet the people

who sit back and do nothing never seem to get it. Now that's not the method
il eiitine

of God.
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' Note_The Promise Is Certai

God says that you are gojﬁ:}g to be filled and that he is going_ to bless you.
7 7
If youhhongex for such a walk, you are going to get it.




