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THE TESTIMONY AGAINST PROVOO
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TEA PARTY ol Japanese oflicers is served by Pro-
von, who, Corporal Brown said, ran a special mess
[or Japanese in Malinta Tunnel, Corregidor’s main
arterv. Another witness said that at a hme when
ratinng for PWs were low Provoo ordered the hos.
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THREAT TO PROVOO, nr'rur'dl'lll__l; to wilness,
was made by Japanese ofhcer. Provoo had rebuked
Americans for joking with nurses, deprived them of
privileges, The officer, said the wilness, was angry
because Provoo exceeded his authority and offered
to behead him. But a U.S, officer (lefi) interceded,
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FATAL ARGUMENT took place between 'f'.uplain
Burton Thomson and Japanese officer. Thomson, a
medical non-com testified, had sent word by Provoo,
reflusing hospital supplies for a Japanese banquet.
The captain was dragged before the officer {center)
and Provoo (night), thereafter taken out and shot.
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BUDDHIST ROBES were
occasionally worn by Provoo.
His head shaved in Buddhist
fashion, Proveo sometimes
climbed to an island hilltop
and recited Buddhist chants,

A TALE OF

TREACHERY ON
ORREGIDOR

In a long, million-dollar trial U.S. accuses ex-sergeant of treason

At the Federal Courthouse in Foley Square,
Manhattan, where the great trials of our time
(the Communist leaders, Alger Hiss) have
taken place, the air was hung once again with
hateful charges of treason. On trial [or treason
was an ex-Army sergeant named John David
Provoo, a lanky, nervous, strange kind of man

who had been born in San Francisco and had .

gone to Japan to become a Buddhist priest,
and who, it was charged, at Corregidor had
betrayed his fellow Americans to the Japanese.

Proveo, honorably discharged in 1946 and
arrested in 1949 when his re-enlistment ended,
was among 10,000 Americans captured on Cor-
regidor in 1942, He had become an interpreter
for the Japanese—an understandable expedi-
ency, said his lawvers. But witnesses, who told
the stories illustrated in these courtroom draw-
ings for Lire by William Sharp, testified that
Provoo had gone far beyond expediency.

An Air Force captain, Richard Sakakida, a
Nisei who had also been an interpreter on Cor-
regidor, described Proveo’s welcome to the
,]Hpa.m:'.-ir: o1 []{Jrregidur (opposite puge). Provoo
had told him, Sakakida said, that Japan had
been forced into the war and that the U.S.
must take the blame for it. While other Ameri-
cans were mistreated, Provoo wandered around
frecly, dressed in white civilian garb.

A stern retired colonel, Theodore ("Tiger™)

Teague, described how Provoo had tried to per-
suade him to reveal the U.S. code. If you ask
my advice,” Provoo had =aid, “you will give
the Japanese the code. If you do not, they will
beat it out of you." In court the tough old
colonel hesitated a moment—there are seven
wormen on the jur_\' —helore r:-p:-uliug hi= re-
ply: "You son of a bitch. I didn’t ask your
advice. I don't intend to take it.”

The most damaging testimony came from
Cpl. Robert M. Brown, a medical orderly who
testified that Provoo told him, 1 am the boss
of Corregidor.” Provoo, Brown said, had joined
with Japanese soldiers in beating an American
sergeant who would not tell where the Ameri-
cans had dumped a rumored $750 million in
silver in Manila Bay. Most serious of all, Pro-
voo had asﬁnrlwﬂ}' caused the execution of an
American mess officer, Captain Burton Thom-
son, who had refused to give Provoo hospital
supplies for Japanese officers. [ am taking lip
from no one,” Provoo had told Brown.

In three weeks the prosecution called 15
witnesses. It had 90 more to present, including
General Jonathan Wainwright, U.S. comman-
der at Corregidor. The U.S. was being fair
about the case, which will probably last three
months and cost the government more than
$1 million. If he is found both guilty and sane,
l:x-Sergﬂant Provoo faces the death pt:nalt'_f.



WELCOMING BOW, which he sand Provoo made to Japanese, 12 imitated Iy DEFENSE RISES 1o dispute a point. The jury = in left backeround, In the left

=akakida as eourt stenographer and clerk (feft) and Federal Judge Gresory Moonan torecround are U.S. Attorneva Albert A, Blinder and Moses L. Kove (standing).
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1 clos Provoo, =akakida testihed, said he spoke !..|'.|"-'--' il Ehiad Provoo sits at defense table (rmght) between Attormevs Murray Gottesman. Clara
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