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Sundaz worship and attending Sunday_School with your-automebile. You are going

to have to make some decisions.

You are poing to have a spiritual ghake out and shake loose. And see how

much faith you really have. And how committed you are to Jesus Christ.

NOﬁPWE are going to find out some of the things that po on behind the

Iron Curtain, where people are paying to be Christians. They are paying a real

price. For there you might lose your job. Your children wouldn't be permitted
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to go to College because you are a believer and belong to church. They have to

-

pay a great price to be a Christian, and to_yorship, and to be puhliclz_zgsgfified

with God's people. DBut it has made them strong - the ones who are. They live

in a dynamic faith. They are witnessing and they are growing.

But(éue}of the most ﬁtportant questiogs)—éhe r_z_a_::a_l energy crisis tq_d_ay):}g_

‘ spiritual and moral.? It is not physicdl. As we look at our nation and discover

ton - this is an evidence

what is happening at r_Gata but_a_sym

of moral decay within the society.

Now what_about this shoxtage - is it real. Is the fuel oil short? 1Is the

gas short?

Now there is

(20 shortag® - 1 . e

We just haven't had the motive power to do the work of God as fit:

to be done. There is ortage)of personnel power and the power crisis

There is no

is really a spiritu is. There is 1 .

energy crisis when it comes to Cod's work. There is an nlimited poweryat our

finger tips who would tie onto the unlimited resources of God himself.

Now T am talking about God's business and Cod's power at work inthe world
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today. This is an account of how.God has made himself ma ifest in history.

1
And in the lives of men and women. That is what the ;&ﬁ‘éﬁi—power -

that you might know thg_g_,G_oQ hath power over this world. That he has power to say

aw. % Go and wash _in the pool. There was power that was

manifested. There has flever)been an energy shortage with God. The of the

ages — of the Qld Testament, are a demonstration of God's mighty power at work in
—————

the world. Visible evidence that God is on the throme. The kind e‘f@tllgt

let hange a shepherd's croo?ix}_t_g‘.g_ﬁnake. The power that was soO mighty
that the walls of Jerighg‘fell- without a shot being £fired. The power that let

David's slini!:ecome a weapon as he slew a giant. A that caused the yidows

barrel of meal/that had diminished to just a hand full - to be increased and to

.

last throughout a drought. This is God demonstrating his power in the daily

routine of human life.

The power demonstrated in the New Testamens when Jesus had 5!000 Eeoglzﬁo

feed and only a few fish and loaves of bread. There was an energy crisis there

but Jesus multiplied it and fed them 'i“l:l' And@, LEWMU

-~ that.ds what the Gospel mgaps. W . The

&%W’ came and took the body of_Jesus after he had been
buried in a three later. And M from the grave - glive

forever more. MNow Paul says this resurrection pow;‘;: is yours and mine. It 18
this power that will enable us to live victorious over every circumstance of
1ife. The resurrection power. God is at work in this world. How can we tie

onto this power.

Let me simply suggest tonight there are @Jr three things/twmj.;[)

do to solve the energy crisis, that is spiritual with many of you. There are

three things that (have/power in them -- the Bible, the Holy Spirit, and the blood.
— V4 /




I. THE BIBLEi

First of all, there is power in Elis book/ And I_am talking about the

Gospel, Tt is the inspired word of God. @my fipures of speech)hawe_been

used to describe the power of this wyord. Jegus talked about a who went
— .
forth to sow his.seed. le sowed it on rocky ground, hard ‘gseund, shellow ground,

and finally fertile ground. In the parable, the ord of the Cospel.

lle promised it would not returp unto him void. This is a great source of

strength and(:epcouragment to every Wr and Schher. When

you stand before your classes - you can say, God's word, not my word when you

sow the seed in the Sunday School Class - it is going to bear fruit.

When the Prqgghg;_gnaﬁamHLJlgzzgégb and sow the goed seed of the word of
God in his preaching, if there is one thing - he must commif himeelf-too - it

is to preach the word of Cod. There is power in_the word of God. He cannot

preach his own notions and his own ideas - because that will ayail nothing.

T T T T e e Y
But he can stand there and sow _the seed of the word of God in the hearts of people
and it is going to bear fruit. Sometimes, it may be years later — when it will

bear fruit.

szim the regults of the sgrvices, on Sunday.

You might preaech and feel and know that some decigion may be made - and yet,

no one makes a decision. And of course, in the preacher's heart there is
disappointment. He has pged for someone - and some of you perhaps have felt
the same way, that I have felt. BRBut God knows - I am the sower. W
s o sow. And God_haﬁ,;n-gdxa_tbs-heﬂe}_t. Paul said, some have to sow,

others water, and still others reap. There is power in the word. To be buried

in the hearts of wen and it will bring forth a hundred fold.
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mission field. It seems tO be hope]%s - but if you will go to different
sections, it seems that the missionary might ngt be getting much accg%glished.
But he will tell you - I keep sowing the, seed. It will take root and grow.
Tn other sections, missionaries have l;ﬂgo‘red without results. But this 1is

the hope of missions — to plant the seed.

A m last week told of the experience that had taken

place among the Eskimos. One Tgkimo woman who is now about 115 years of age,
e e, S

was finally led to Christ when she was 102 vears old. She was not baptized

until she was 105. They convinced her that the water in the church pool was
warm. But following her conversion, she wanted to know something about the
nible. And the missionaries have taught her the word "Jesus'. She recognizes
the wgﬁ'd’ Jegus when she se on the page. And so that is the way that she
reads her Bible. She gets her Bible and turms the pages, and looks for the word
Jesug. That is reading the Bible ta hex. And then @ne dayy through some

mysterious way, she discovered the word John. And she told the missionary that

Goq_jhmod._h_g_th_ag___‘mﬂi. And she wanted to know what it was. So planting the

seed ~ sometimes it may take years. And yet that aged grandma in that North

country has found Jesus in her heart and testifies to it by her attendance 3t

worship, Christian friends, look upon the word of God ag the swo;;i of the Spirit.

There is power in this book - The Bible. There is power.

was talking once with a yofrom Ft. Knox. He knew

that he was a zealous Christian - and he said_to him, what is that bﬁl_gi’ng,,in
your pocket. That is my secret weapom, he said. The preacher asked him what

did he mean, he saidf%spent about ‘%25!000 training me - they pub.me-out there

running equipment worth about ami-HHtof doltars. But this 25¢ secret weapon

that I have is my real defense. And he pulled out a little Bible out of his

pocket - he said everytime I am tempted to be weak, everytime I am tempted to
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do some dishonorable thing - I just pull out my Bible and start reading. And
you should see Satan rum. @ses Scripture — when-Satan came in and Satan

ran. lle couldn't cope with this weapon. This is power - and there is power

in the word of Cod, to strengthen you against temptation. To give you guidance

in your daily life and to solve your problems.

I want to say there is nW.

Romans 1:19 - Paul said I am not_ashamed of the Gospel of Christ of CGod.

For it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.

And that is what we have in our text tonight. How great is his power.
]

[
There is nothing so Moumh.

We have seen a lrwwwm{ with its growth.

In Igpdgn during the war there was a church prepared for = Jower that we discover the mighty

harvest festival Sunday. On the Saturday came the first of the -

all over it. The summer

and oon that uggmu site theke was a ok
Not even 1hc fire and the bombs could keep the corn from .

great blitzes and that harvesl festival was never held becawse tag in us who believe.
lhe cth On the Jable there had been §‘

z The and_the _winier, The ¢
o came and there wasla hamb site with lit

ssed and the aulumn came agam Z‘
a Nevieichino n2tic m

s a glorious truth. There is not

i s and growing. )
So this iells us that if we follow the right way we -§

can leave the rest to God, for in the end the triumph i§ sure. 'é ‘

II. THERE IS POWER IN THE HOLY SPIRIT\

There is no_ghortage of energy or a real crisis when it comes to the power
of th Jegus said, you Sb!all receive power when the loly Spirit
has come upon you. We need to get ths; pictyre here -~ that the Bible tells us

that the wholecame upon the virgin Mary and that he shall be called

P
which {s GCod with us. So Jesus came down in the flesh. And as God

with us - in person.




-11-

But Cod, with , said later - I _must leave yop. His

Disciples did not understand this when he was hanging on the cross.

—

They really didn't understand itsuptil Pentecost. The Holy Spirit came
and suddenly they und ood. Now we undersggnd today. It is better for
Jesus to leave us in the flesh that he might come back to be with us in the

spirit.

a fn the he coul 1ly be one t a time. He said, this is

God with yod in the flesh. But this is not the way it is intended to be.

God intended for me to be in the heart of every belie;er. That the power of

the Spirit might be made known to him. Now the reality of God is available to

‘/
everyone. God _can be in_our lives in the Holy Sgirit. For example, it is

to_be in her child, with.hexr.child. Isn't it better for

a mother to be in my heart in ideals and purposes than with me. She is not

with me physically now. But she is with me except she may be with me on
special occasions. But she cannot be with me all the time. And that is what

Jesus is talking about. He said it was better for him to be in you and in us,

. That is why he went away. It is the will of God that we have

s is that we don't realize this. Ve don't

n the spirit. We don't depend upon

. in terms of a historical figure. We think of

P i
cal event. DNow this is the full Gospel. Ve
ct that took place in the past. But there is
this. There is a presence and a power of the
ork in our lives daily. Pray that the Spirit will

it will use you.
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L
11T, POWER IN THE BLOOQ

Now @eans that when Jou come to the cross of Jesus and see him giving

his life for us - wg_are cleansed. Our_sins are Eﬁﬁied' It is at this point
that my name has been covered by his bE_. Every sin I ha_vg__comitted.

It is w@ a bad record here and someone paints it out. And here is l@

who takes the whole record and cleanses it and makes it wh € as Ssnov.

That is what covered.bhy-the.blood means. This life flow is available for
us - for you and for me. We get the cleansing that_comes from his life.

There is power in the blood. So when we accept this basic concept that Christ

died for me - then I am cleansed. Then I am made a new creature.

We are Win a coffin., Here comes Jesus - the source of all

life to give us anew a second birtin Jesus said you must be born again. A

committment of the heart to him. It is this committment that makes us saved.
It is not going to church but it is the committment of the heart. Then we

make a public acknowledgement of that commi ttment.

today if you w 1t

There is power in the in the Gospel.

THebrews 4:1/— For the word of\GoWl. He said.

There is p&u—:‘.‘&@for daily living. I Cor. 2:4 says, Here is
et TS e e ————

a demonstration of spirit and of power.

M to cover you
e —

And herg in th sins., Your life may have been
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defeated. You may have been discouraged. And you may have a feeling that there

A 3 I
is no way Out.cjéirh,ﬁqun”“}g“*“ ’

Let me revert back to Iﬁ Eph. 1:19 - when he speaks of the
- —_—_—

exceeding greatness of his power to us that believe. He is pointing to the
s — - N T sy e e ——

past and then he refers to the future. The limitless source that is availﬂﬁiﬁhh
“

to believers. It concerns the present. Paul wants to inform the leaders of

the passing greatness of God's power. It is a power that operates.

Now this is a remarkable text because 1t is the accumulation when he says,

exceeding greatness.of power. The working of power. That is the dyEﬁEisﬁ-nf

power. The energy of power - which is strength. The might of power - he heaps

all of this up in one idea.

Now even if this power is beyond description, Paul can never the less point
to the supreme demonstration of it in the person of Jesus Christ. And he tells
us that the realization of the power of God has supreme proof in that next verse.

In_the power of Cod in the resurrectiog. VWhen é:gzhﬂd done evegzthing in its

power to destroy Chris Christ when men had gone the t and given action to eliminate
e

Christ, God's power is proof that in the resurrection God is strong—than man's

si?:—_zygffﬁgglg,purposes cannot be St:££Ed And so, God raised him from the

i QQEEEIS g“ghgn is more power: —
m_m_ar_a_wﬁ—-ﬁm— Weg ol

omb; @

wer is at work ;Qﬂgg in his believers, and it is none other than

grgglgﬂy power that raised Jesus from the dead. And seated him on the

urricanc

gnt
ip_diameter, O :
‘hurru,ams in recorded weather“htsf
tory, whirled in from the Gull o
o to the coast of Texas. She

Mexico on ch energy 2s—
thnmﬂxJﬂmﬁ4ﬂ4mL~—""§iﬂk was raised - he was made to sit on the right hand of Cod, and

ato and

Russia’s -
rty-six_million tons of water be

(8)
fmeiéﬁf'ff‘__*_f,_ ary things in submission unto him. So these two things are important.
W
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The resurrection of Christ needs to be groclaimed to the Disciples of

Jesus. And having raised Christ from the dead he further exhibited this

power by setting him on his own right hand.

The obvious meaning is that here is a name which is above every name.
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