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IS THE ENERGY CRISIS REAL?

Eph. 1:19
My subject tonight is something that has cegxtainly been.on.the.minds
of ev f us. Today, ives und shadow of what may
well become the most se crisis we have faced in many years.

In his New Year's Eve broadcast, Billy Graham stated that the situation

in the world today was indeed a crisis point. In speaking in terms of

the nations he had visited, and contacted - and he gave a great warning

against internal cdrrugtio;\;;E_;H?ETnal collapse.

We are conscious of the fact that f%&iigz_g;g;igng are closing up on

(Sundeyg) And according to one report, 0_gas stations have clogsg up
permapeatdy in the past £ S

We all are aware that theave been set at 55 MPH on all

the hipghways. And this could well save a lot_of lives in(i6 states - the
deathﬂg_W_a_S_.dm_]&?) And in other states, it had gone down 27. Of course

the percentages have really not had time to be compiled nation-wide. Perhaps,

this will be a blessing and save many lives.

are changing their chedules - consolidating their flights.

é;;iness and inquE:;>are strugeling to find fuel to operate on.
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Business men are saying that they have enough fuel to operate just a few

days. And they have to keep scrambling to find fuel to keep open the daylight



shift.

We have changed from the regular time to(EZaylight Saving Tima which has

been in effect now for a few days.

There arecoming out almost daily about setting the heat
6 degrees _ylcw the operating temperature.

is staggering under the pressure of the g&oline shortage, and the
power failure. Some of thelr factories are being switched to a(?: day work week.)

And they are expecting unemployment to go u;i as high as 307 nation-wide before
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the crisis is over.

Now in the f this crisis, we are asking -(who] is to blame. Everyone

is looking for an escape goat. As one fellow said, I'll tell you, itis—thase

Arabs over there. They are the oneg that did .this—to-us. They won't give us
their oil.

Now other people are saying that it is an@j_tgan_a_t_igm_]_mmi&y of all
these multi-national companies. This oil consortiug, that is really more

powerful than any of the governments of the world. They are just using us to

make profits and prices increase.

Other people see this as a(c’ons iracy of thed)ommuniséworld to_wreck
N
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the economy of the free world. Now that is not too far exaggerated - Communism

would be happy is it could wreck the free world.

Then there are the(politicians) the Democrats are b;ayng the Republicans.
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The Republi lame the Democrats. And then both parties get together and
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they blame the President.
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With good hind_ﬁiﬁBF people sit around and say what the leaders should

have done. Like after a W on Monday everybody can become a

quarterback. And know why the game was lost last Saturday.

Now(éimggga says people are asking him the question -éé;there a real

enq.ax.ﬁhnﬂ'-i-e-&)

Another hi h man i nt said, I'm not certain myself that there

is. He says(we a;e vning in oi ;) That big indggtry has plotted with the

governgent, to bring about this crisis.

Now while many people doubt the aggg;aey of the data that comes in,

e other day reported that their supplies were aboyl.egued to that of
December ‘a veas-aga. And other oil comnae;es have had similar records submitted.

0f course, director Simmon said there is no doubt in my mind that we indeed have

a serious shortage.

(Ralph Naderl the congumer advogate, says the real energy.problem ds,

unarmed robbery by oil companies, and with government support - the world is
!

literally drowning in oil.

He goes on to state that eug:ffaing_ghaghas happen;d in the name of the
energy crisis has been to the adyantage of the major 0il companies.
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Geologists) say that less than 257 of the oil reserves have been__@igg,g;rered

in the world. So this being true, is there a real energy crisis.

are saying that letters are coming in by the hyndreds. That perhaps
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most people d0ubt the existence of the energy crisis.
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People have a fgeling today that they are txying to manage the epergy
1&;@ through price.-mechaniss.,

Now while all of this is going on, we discover that they are printing up

(rW)and tickets and getting ready perhaps for the use of those in

the next few months, and they will be put out.
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Now when they go to rationing fuel and cutting back, it seems to me that

the‘proper)place to begin would be with the brewgry's - these unngcessary
1"

industries. Close tl'_lf__m d@. And that would cut down on a lot of.drinking.

ave been very loose and given to spend thrigp here in our nation. We

&
have wasted a lot of natural resources. There is no question about it. I think
“

the whole world is guilty of this. Guilty of wasting the_resources for profit

and material gain. We have over-drawn on the resources and there might be no

way out except tightening up on the belt. And waiting awhile. You know
America has 67 of the world's population., We have bheen consuming from 36-407 of
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the world's natural resources. And we cannot really keep going at this pace

forever. There may be an accounting time before us.

There are some t we may learn. Out of this energy crisis - if

we stop and listen, God may be trying to speak to us. We are going to have to

learn something about self discipline.

N
Ehj_g, Somehow we learn and we grow under hard and difficult times.< more so

/ . are going to have to learn again from the teacher of(sacrifiﬁand hard-

than when it is easy and prosperous. Perhaps we are in for a teaching period

here. And God may be going to give us a lesson.

that we ought to leEnWMnd



e

gratitude. We take things fox granted. America has been rich. We just

assume that we are privileged.people. And God is going to shower on us all
the goodness of the earth. To the exclusion of everyone else. One of these
days, we are going to come back and say - God, we thank you for the goodness

to us. We have been privileged, we have been so blessed. And we want to

accept our responsibility.

Another thing we are going to have to is, ou:‘ ;;ﬁorit;',gg‘i We are

going to have to discover w eally is import in 1ife.after all. Are
the physical comforts and the animal pleasures of the flesh in life. Are

these things the things that make 1ife worthwhile.

Is it really impb'é:ant that T drive my car 85 mileg an hour down a highway.

Instead of 55 or 30 MPH.

Is it really impox‘ta/nt that T sit in my liuiag-s¥eem-with the heat at 15 91

80 _jinstead of f3. Wearing a few more clothes. What really is important.

Is it my physical warmth and well being. My comforteandanmy lusxuLy . Is this

something that is the most important thing that takes.place, in my 1life.

Now the ability to cope in my capacity to face these issues and the real

problems of life - I think a lots of us are going to think - now what really

ig important. Some rw and cQupons_to buy _gas - is that important.

Is it important that I go out for a joy ride. Or that I get out and walk and

enjoy the things of nature.

Now you are going to be@wﬂm@- of which is more important.

Your Saturday night recreational activity with your automobile, or is it your
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