IS THE CHURCH FOR REAL?

Eph. 2:19

A young man had not been seen in worship very much. And he was asked by
a friend, tell me something - I don't want you to feel on the defensive, but
you are of the '"nmew generation" - what do you think about the church. What do
you think about our church. What do you think about the prgEEEEEEE_Eggggglical

church in America.

He said, I do not want to be misunderstood - but we just don't thigk the

church is for real. We have dismissed the idea about God - that the church stands

for.

T wonderégzzz your reaction to this young man's idea - I just don't think the
=g e

church is for real.

Robert W. Spik%)w;gte about Christianity in the American culture. He used these

words. The church is like an old lady dressed in a hooped skirt, high button
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shoes, out on the sandlot with a bunch of rough-neck boys, trying to function as

referee.

Now that is a colorful way of his opinion of the church.

Now to use youq{imagination)a little more,g@g;ggg:é!gggin "Secular City" wrote
LY ¢ .

these words. Our churches today are based on the socialogical patterns of about
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1885. Before automobbiles, trains, and industrial parks.

7%;;}§unday at-%l cultus is timed to fall between the two milking hours in the
agricultural society. Sermons remain one of the last form of public discorge,

where it is culturally forbidden to talk back. In a mobile, scientific society -

the church remains a.Ehpriachal, agricultural, pre-scientific relic.
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What Harvey Cox is saying is what we have in the church today is a hold-over
P

and we conduct services in the same way our forefathers did between milking times.
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That's very colorful.

‘égrl_ﬁeimpwrites, the church is like a shég on whose deck festivities are

still kEEE’ER_and glorlous music is heard while deep below the water line a leak

has been sprung and masses of water are pouring in. So the vessel is settling hourly ,

lower) though the pumps are manned day and night.
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So the university fellow thinks that the church is going down.

SN
Nowﬂﬁi%b?can be said with such judgements.
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(Howvital is our relationship to the world.

How vital are the criticisms.

ég:ézge having trouble living with the heritggg of:the past. Now we may as well

confess that some of this which others have said, made be true. In Ameriea's

history, perhaps the church has been late on the moral sceme. She wants to play it

safe, and perhaps interested in saving the institution.

Let me venture to say that we are ,{B,‘Lp__lan..ﬂink-le. We are about to wake
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UE_EEQE—E—lggg—Bagz, You see some of this keen interest in the new programs, and

the new 135§£§515—in—9§£5§$§§; This is taking place in the world which tells us

that God is at work in today's world. And this world is a world of economics, a
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world of political idealogical.

But I want us to(o:

as t I would reply to the young
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fellow, and to the ideas. And(E)WOuld say, yes, the church is for real!




Now I would say this for many reasons.

Ny

ver thought ofiit. SC HURCH j Now if I should give you the
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spelling Ch -- Ch§ and ask you the @estiﬁn _ is missing, what would be your

reply. This to me is why so many times people think the church is not for real.

;iu U ..R“
You are not with in, you are not in it.
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Now I want to give you, as I stated, some reasons why I believe the church
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is for real. Now I am sure that{all of us know ways of killing the church

Don't come.
_/

If you do come, come late.
il

When you come, come with a grouch.

At every service, ask voupgelfwhat did I get out of this.

Never accept office, it is better to stay outside and ctriticize.
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Visit other churches abeut half the tige to let your minister know that vou are
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nclt;__;_jlgl__,to him. There is nothing like independence.

Let the Pastor earn his money - let him do all the work.

Sit pretty well back and never sing - and@you do sing, sing out of tune
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and behind everyone else.

Never pay in advance. Wait until you get your money's worth, and then wait

a little longer.

‘.....llIIIII-:::_____________Af




Never encourage the preacher - if you like his sermon, keep quiet. You
o

know it may ruin him, to say something about it.

It is good to tell your pastog;s failings to any sﬁggnger that you might

meet, orrhappen in. They might ‘be a long time finding this out.

Of course you can'tbe expected to get new me%ggrs for the church with such

a crowd we have in the church.

(::2Z2EE_EhMIch_hag_haxmnninus_happéggss, just call it indiffg;ence, lack

of zeal, anything else - except what it is.

<::)there happens to be a ggw zealous workers din the church, make a protest
7

and say the church is being run by a clique.
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Now such an attitude will help you know that the church-is not for real, and

you know how to kill it.

Nowgi:)the church is for real with you, you will always attend. You will try
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to get there on time. And you will come with a radiant happiness. And you will
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come expecting to offer yourself to God. You will accept some office and serve

faithfully.

When you visit other churches, observe the helpful suggestions., so you can

help your church. Do the work of a good layman and be faithful to your pastor.

Sigg_gg_g;;_;hg_hn%%g.

Always pay your tithe, in advance, if you are going to be away. Expenses will

A




continue.

Speak up for the fine things about your church. The weak points are always
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conspicuous.

(i%gazg}l the people you can to Christ and the church, no matter who is the

pastor. Remember you are cqgﬂisggg_gg_ghg;st and to the church that belongs to

himy.

Always continue to the peace, the purity, the uynity of the church.

Rejoice that the fellowship of believers is not a monopoly. This will help

you to realize that the church is for real.

‘-‘___.___,_’”
// . Now let me say in the first place, I believe the church is real because the
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écind of God)involved in the life of the church.

Do you really understand what the (é@;; says about Godz who is involved in the

life of this church. To get the meaning of this, we must go back beyond the time

e
When_EEEEEAE_EhEEEh'

i

The time of the(Hel )., How was God s. You asked

a Hebrew to tell you about God, and he will rattle off the atgg%%g‘es, omnipotence -
o

Vd
omaipresence, and omniscience.
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He would(é:gttalk to you about God in Spirit, in the sEEEEE;gg servant, and
7

father and creator.

No, he would (gall'(!about the God who_called Abraham out of the-Ur and the

God Who guided Jaca& through 20 years of service with Laban.
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He would talk about the God who led Moses to undertake the impossible task

of leading the Israelites out of Egyptian bondage.

He would tell you about God who marchedwith J°SE£§ around the walls of

Jexicho.

He would tell you about the God of the Pr% who came preaching against

the idolatrous of the ungreatful and the faithless people.
Here was a God who was in touch.

Here was a God who was on tgg p_;, ove.

Here was a God who identified himself wit_t_}_’yis}qy. And he was bound by

any form. And he could come in surprising WﬁS.

Now, God in the( géw Testamen? is the God of beginning. He is the life of
the church. And God is still in relationship = this time. As a little haby.-

i,
resisted qu‘ s ngge%t/
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They higzﬁggw_.g&;a__lcross a1id put him to death.
The cross then becomes a gymboll of hope for man.

Now when we come to God ;:(.n the life of the church, we are coming saying,

nothing in My hand I bring-to Thy cross I cling



So this is a ng W _for real. And he is a God who is involved in this

world - who moves in this world.
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He always moves through His people. and fdon' D)you forget it. The $Eopld

of God today are called the church. The body of rist. And here is a God

who gives us eternal life.

Now, ,\ _s Ml_:hr_qugh_ this cbir?;h out into the world. e ..3.‘@92;3&}??,

church, God will make SOMS.
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Now this is am: history. This is how we e

The political, the economic movemepts - all of these may seek to shut down the

aim the reformation.

church - but @s involved in the life of the chu}'ch. You may block it, you

may try to get it so formal - but the Lord of Glory moves before his church,

It is just like the éilla@" of fire - moving ahead of the children of Israel.

God is in advance of his church today.

_;L' wrote about 100 years ago.

[ In ‘the beauty of the lillies

[

| Christ was born across the sea

| With the Glory in his bossom

|

That transfigured you and me.

As he died to make men holy

i
|
LLet us die to make men free.

% While God is marching on,

——



When theczijtlpf the revolution today settleg - and the world is always
- —_ﬁﬁw‘:-—,@ /
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in revolution. will find that-G6ed has been on the move. And he has been

involved in the life of his church in new and unexpected ways. Just as new

as Be-thzn and as surprising as Cal.ﬁry and the empty tomb.

In his work in the world today.

1 -
Don' t give up on the ggg;cp.

wants.to-do_in the world through his
R

s s Stevenson . nlwwrnes. It is my flavorite

kind of mountain sseenery."" Mankind was never so happily inspired as when

it made a cathedral."

ey said unto me, let us go into

/

away from the church and its Egship with God without

——

~Sou see a man bw_r_ve_pie_ay@ and fame, and que ion the church,

as to its reality - you would see g man who would sognﬁ_]gg‘g‘in a moral, as well as




a sEiritual decline.

taking place in his heart. Because the church is optional as far as a choice.

But not as far as his spiritual welfare is concerned.

Remember this en what?
— o ——

appointed hour of worship. Remember this - God was there! But Adam and Eve
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were elsewhere,

\We) are sons and daughters of these first parents - are we not? we at

all different. “ifi@here is sin - it robs us of{;gx“gggixgm;g:ggggiggg;) Therefore,
- — T

the young man who said the church is not for real needs to search his soul.

The @tep to obtain a happy and wholesome life &EM%BS' Great

decisions for great living are often made in root at God's appointed place where

he meets with his people.

lect.and despise and abgent ourselves from the church during worship,
we do so at ,Qgg}mmzﬁﬂ]_.. Somebody will pay, and we know that payday will come

some day. Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together for worship.

_/ ‘ Now in the next place, I want to suggest that the church is real because of

I ]
{
/I} the taskg.f which God calls the church to do_in thg_w_qﬁr}%. God has provided the

church with a task.

Vl |7 v f all,m Men are being free today. Some have already
y = \

won their bs;tles. But let me remind you that the great battle was won on the

cross and through the empty_tomb. And the power of this message frees the inner



A0

man and his spirit. ({0)g

ets a man right in his relationship as they are

brought under the judgement of our lLord's cross.
R —— : s i

The empty tomb speaks of the final triumph of our God. And God has

revealed his love in Jesus Christ.

‘,-‘—!-’
Jesus loves me this I know

p
{{ For the Bible tells me so.

r'Little ones to him belong

| They are weak, but he is strong.

.

Jesus loves me and you

Yes, Jesus, love me - the Bible tells me so,

The given to the church jis
Vilb -
Now Jesus talked about this in two directionms, is toward God. The
&___\__7 2

New Testament talks about this. God was in Christ - reconciledaghe world unto

econciliation.

himself,

Our rebelliop or our indifference has set us on edge with God. We are

eié;gaggg, But God takes the initiative in reconciliation.

the church. And in order to begin there

o

- it travels out to the broken common places of {%ég. Eph. 2:14-15, He is our
e e I -

peace, who has broken down the dividing wall of hostility. That he might create
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in himself one new man in peace in place of the two.

In the world there is hostility - religious, racial, cultural, political.

——— — = -”""‘;’Z - - pemm—— —————

A

Our Lord brldged the world of the Jew and the world of the Gentile in the ,

p—— A
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Part of the church wbuld have none of it., It was the Qm church.

And because they would not move into the world in"obedience to the Lord's church

- the Jerusalem chgggﬁ_hgggmﬂ_ggggggx.

/

Today, we send missionaries to Jg;g; em_. Reconciliatinn is still our task.
W MM Yedih
Either we pay the price to be obedient in the

work or we will be marked out

through extinction. The church is for real. ; g;’£?p¥5H42 e
premee TN\ fr AW es Izgxis /ﬁﬂdﬁﬁﬁﬁf S ¢
wa o hnFegluenef)

‘/ w The task God has given the church is that of, !d‘edﬁi"ons
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Harvey Co”_wrote about visiting East Berlin. And there is a street called
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Karl Marx Allee. It was built by the communists of East Ge any for a purpose.

== e _«/ s o it

\-.
To demoﬂate to?xsg:(grs that the commumists society would be like that when

itﬁg_%mp_le\ted; It is thelstreet of .the future

Now that is a@ on the church. We are here as a visible symbol.
=

We are a colony of Heaven, here in the world to demonstrate God's hope for

mankind, The church has the only provision for the perfect fulfillment of

this.

And right hwmjnkngglil}le. And this is where perhaps the

young man got his idea that the church is not for real.
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Young people learn from the Bible - the shape and style of life - which

is involved in belonging to Jesus Christ.

Men also know that what we ought to be and what we are is twiste

and distorted.
—

In this actual world a churchless co;;;;IEQHwould rapidly degrade. And
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here is a responsibility,

ere are enough Holidays for most of % -

dlfgg;ggi_day—iram_pther Holidays. In fact, there ar{i::géf_them every;fzfr.

Therefore on Sunday, every(Ch;@g&i%ﬁ ought to be in church.

I know all the excuses. I know I have this or that, or the other. But
_— o -

listen, my brotherkﬁgaﬁyou do not worsﬁégﬁ—somethipgﬂis going. to hagpgn_tq(ggg.

Now you may hear a sermon on the radio. If you are shut in - then God bless you.

€Coming into the—ehurch, listening to a sermon, enjoying the reading of a beautiful
& o
paaﬁﬁgﬂ_nf—sgdéﬁrwigga singing some of the wonderful Gospel hymns will cause you

to(find life a little easier. You will be on p_—

ttEr~tefm$fWith your ne{ghbors.

And furtﬁ\r more, you will be showing your faith by your works.

Remember, one thing I said - tgg,church is for real. And God is moulding
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and shagiggf;hg_zgglg_world through this church - and he still moves.

One last idea - the urch is for real pecause thel\call of God)}is addressed
T —

to me throu e church.

When the Call of God is extended to you through the church, it comes as a

crisis of choosing.
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It comes as a personal call - speaking through the depth of your feelings.

The church calls you to recognize that within you is anothe d. That

inner world,,

mark You have fallen short.
" _—_——————

And you have missed the d. And you have missed the

The qhg;;h_ga%%g,for you to confess your own need of a Sggiour. To confess

your own helplessness - your own dependence upon God's grace.

The church calls for you to_gset your pride aside, your pretenses and your
&_Y G =
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virtues - and cqnfess_ynur_ng%gs. That is why the church is for real. It speaks

to your fundamental conditionm.

Eph. 4:1 - The Q;EE)iS God in Christ and this is a terrible responsibility.
/’

For our calling is for a committment - to become involved.

Now you be_hgggg;. (@EE@ people rationalize and turn away this -call, We
' 7

don' t want_;gfxfﬁgbf We don't want to tithe. We don't want to confess our

sins. It might involve us.

Our sin is the sin of trying to save ourselves.

at people ask is the church for reagl.

already given by the pattern of your 1oyaltx and the lack of involve-
,&L/%;; - — P
ment,

By your liféyyou have said the church is nice: We need the church, to bury,
our deagds~to teaech our young, to conduct our-weddings. To have an obedient
society. But that is Q!E.what God intends for the church. We are supposed to

be demonstrating - reconciling men by the cross of Christ. Who will decide
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and choose.

fwu,farhivagnih?ﬁésxsaid that when he was 12 years of age, he attended a
: s Rl

Bible Study. And when he was alone - he simply prayed earnestly - Lagd Jesus

please be my Saviour. ' !
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The later preaching during World War II, he said, I thank the Lord that
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this was my situation.

I'd like to ask you today - how is it with you. Is what you got real,

o | |
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