"IS GOING TO CHURCH WORTHWHILE?"

1 Cor. 11222

Many persons will remember in the 1960's, a decade of disénchantment, when

people were often disinte d in the church. And(§:§ begins to wonder about

the '70's. When we notice how much of the current religious fervor is being
—— . ﬁ__._—-ﬂ“‘i77

developed outside of the church., Some people are saying that the church is no

longer filled with the refreshing, dynam oaches. But the church is busy

feeding vitamins to its ailing programs.

George Connelih in a report, in the Associated Press talked about the(@éasoﬁs;
—— = — 3 5
why Christi in Hitler! ould have allowed the Nazi's to talk over.
e e————— — ﬁ-—————”_/y
He concluded that the modern church suffers from some of the same weaknesses that
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characterize the Germany Christians in Hitler's time.

Now even this criticism about the church is(iotinew. And we ask seriously the

question, is it worthwhile?

Thé ;ttitude}that one bears toward the church is a matter of very large

7
is a ringing surprise. . Now Paul asked this question

concerning the church, you will recall, in connection with the Lord's Supper. It was
. ———— ——'_-_"

—

a matter of importance that they have the right view on the ordinance of the supper.

And Paul saw the Christians perverting their doctrines and their faith, in
7

connection with the observance. And he came forth with this question, despise ye

the church. Would you go on and satisfy your appetite and misuse the church.
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Now &hat) questions shocks us today —- it be possible that Ch would
Ghadq  us_today @ag) it be p hristians woul

abuse this sacred institution.
e —_—

The word is a far reaching word in meaning. Ve discover that when we

turn to the word in the dictionary that it means to under value, to neglect. Now

we can pervert under value, neglect. And Paul uses this forceful word - despise.

—

What can he say - what can be said of the church. It is the(only)institution

d, J Christ. H id, th t f Hell shall
fwby our}_o_}:_ esus Christ e sa e gates of Hell sha

not prevail against it. And they have not through the long centuries. The church

has been persecuted. It has endured f};e and Sﬁgrd. It has been despised, by

multitudes.

You might say, well preacher, has the_church been despised. How has it been

neglected and under valued. ways can_a person desp/ise the church.

I want to suggest some various ways that are very elementary - and yet_g;gfggnd.

—

For our moments of reflection this morning.

I. WE DESPISE THE CHURCH BY OUR N_ON-ATTENDANCE UPON ITS SER\E[_Q_}_E_?_JL

Every one of us should be the most conscientious person concerning the habit of

dhgfgh attendance. GE;E forsaking the assem%;zing of ourselves together as the manner

of some is, says the word of God. People ought to go to church and they ought to go

by a habit marked of conscience.

A man misses the way of duty if he neglects the high privilege of habitually



attending the services in God's house.

It is athat many people never darken the doors of a church. Say to

attend a funéral or a wedding.
‘\‘-—._.___.——--

Children of thes@ are being brought up without co7ntact with the one

institution which Christ_deemed of such importance that he fashioned it and left

it for our edification. When he went back to his eternal home, he left it for people.

How distressing it is that people anywhere should neglect hw_ﬁnﬂiance

at worship. It is a terrible impression upon children for people to be absent from

church.

We might use the wonderful @ over in the book of Acts 3:1-10, in which

Peger and Johgjere on their way to‘church. And most of these people, that they met

along the way, were in some way related to the temple.

But they came to worship - not as a matter of ritual or routine. They came as
s 2o Lo

a matter of conviction.

Peter and John and the early Christians- have to muster up excitement.
.

They @have to plan a "Jegég Rg%g“ to boaster up their spiritual feelings.
= L_ e
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Acts 4:20 - we cannot but spea/k the things which we have seen and heard. This

was the overflow.

— @going to church worthwhile?
= ————
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@s_ when we prgg:,_msfby before Jesus, before we stand before our congregations.
e <= —— o
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Sunday School feachersdhave bathed in the pools of righteousness. Uhens

have heard the voice of Heaven before they sing. When the@ that gather will
T

When have ¢l d themselves in the prayer closet, They serve,when

come and they will take knowledge that they have been with Jesus.

@ys of the little community in Scotland, when the (fires)in every

home have gone out, only one humble home on the hillside had a fire. Where the
gp—— —

fireplace glowed with a flame. Fverybody else in the valley came with their cold

/

basket to get a glowiny emb%g, from the home to light their fires again.

What is the first(,stea toward coming back and making church attendance worthwhile.
g

It is for the church member to catch a;;.re. With a new devotion and a dedication to

Christ and to enjoy the warmth of the church services. They will take on new meaning.
The result will be for miles around we will spread the fire and the warmth and we will

touch other pecple.

o

Vhen we think about non-attendance at church, we think of th@_iem

on his@ She sent hg_;g_;anh}he 8 old hens. And as he ran through

the door - he co__/gd them all eight. To his surprise, he counted 9, 10, and more. He

‘_______-—-—/

discovered soon that agws missing off of the back of the coup. And the hens
—— ’ —_— ) B

were getting out as fast as he put them in. Now this @ymbolize% the activities of the

average church, And the enlistment of new members - there are so many who are in

non-attendance. They come through and go out the back. And I wonderssometimes, as I

7
C‘\ read an article, that every 6was\inessman§j ‘was supposed to have at least(ZonE ulce_r}

o e
Several reasons were listed. The labor problem. The keen competition. High over-
e — -______-——'——‘—-_.1 ————

head. Several other things. When T read that article, I_could not help but think

how many u,cl’_ng_:s the poor. businessman would have if he worked under such trying

cirw as a pastor of a church. @the (@:{nessm}was over-seer of a
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thousand and more workers — about the mem f many churches. And suppose only
RSN ]

507 of them only showed up for work(gt any_one timg) And of the remaining 507,

only about half of them with any degree of regularity. And suppose that onlx one

out of every E)Of your wQrkers showed up after lunch. That is, like our eveming

worship service. And every time one of them had a s ht headache or company to
”“_"_,/”{_j——
visit them, they t off that day. Every time it thundered, or even a slight flash
r——7
of lightning appeared, in the sky - 75% of your workers pulled the covers over their

heads and never appeared for duty that day.

Suppose your workers only worked when they felt like %;. And still you had to
4

be sweet and never fire one of them.

To get them to work, you had to beg them, plg%g,with them, pat t on the
_____,—‘————7 )

head, pet them, tickle them under the chin, and use every means under the sun to try
et =

to get them to do the work.

And suppose you were in competition with the DeY}l, who had the mse of such

attractive things and were far more clever than you were. Suppose h used fishing
ar more clever g 5od Eosking

rods, soft pillows, T. V., carnivals, water skiis, boats, ball games, parties,
== T ~3= _— — 7 —7 =

pleasure drives, and a thousand and one other things to hurt your business.

Suppose your f;rm were heavily obligiggd to meet eertain responsibilities and

you had to depend upon your peo le to give as they felt led - tQ;EEEEZ_EEE_EEE_EEEEEEt

business in the world.

you think you have ulcers, Mr. Businessman, You ought to be in the.éhoesjof

a REEEEEEE.EQE_EEE;}Q' Under God, Southern Baptists, ought to undertake to do some-

thing about the trigig_lggs of man power that could be used for the glory of God,

through non—-attendance.

gy
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A,



-6-

II, WHEN YOU éA-IL TO _PPEPARE_‘E j?m U rwf:vf

People despise thepchurch when they fail to prepare for a worship service.

Some ﬁeoplg:) say that a prea'glluxghi:_m_pzeyre for his message - and they are

correct. Te ought to/gx:ay, he ought to jzguiy, he ought to think of Cod and the

people and look over the Seriptures and seek to expound, counsel, and lead the

people.

The congregation should prepare for public worship in God's House. There is

all the difference in the world in congregations. It is like goling into a very

cold room - or into a IW. People who are unsympathetic, prayerless,
i RS S — —n— e ——
indifferent, crit_i_._gal, can create an (ice-box atmospherte'?ﬁ

Jesus calls upon us to take heed how we hear and you can hear with a sympathetic

mind and heart. If you have prepared your heart.

How often have you heard people say, well,@j;cln_'_t,ger_anythino out of that

message . That sermon didn't mean a thing to me. T went to church today, and I

didn't get a blessing. Well, then you begin to (question wuch a statement. Did T

go seeking a bless:i:_r_l_g:.;/ Did T ¢

prw for that serv: Then he came into t! mtains<of(Tennessee jto
visit wWorld War I herdy Afte,r_ﬂr%_rin_ggj,hat night
that as we feed upon the word ¢ Alvin York, getting the Bible fror or reboard, said
to the journalist: Sir, it is our custom in this household before
we retire to gather the family around and read the Bi r
spiritually atuned with the pre and_pray_to . Would you like to participate with us? The
journalis d the circle and listened. They read the Bible.
subject be divinely appointed. They talked about the affairs of the day. They discussed the

family needs. They shared and they prayed together.
" When he left the q_%%mming, the French journalist told
Alyin Yerk: 1 veled 0 To find the secret
of Ai;\erica' ~ It is not in her wealth, It is not in
. her industries. It is mot in her natural resources. I have
And if we prepare, we Will  gunqjt right here in the Gnd:teﬂ‘mf_a"‘:'illlfl_and the openBible
and the solidarity of this family reFlected here around that

Fverybody in the service is im f%al&a-r’.
That is still the basis of our society and, yet, that family

unit is being threatened today.

is a pardoner in the church ser Just this last week the U. S. Census Bureau released the -
figures on what is happening to the American family:
and whole-heartedly enter into Marriage itself is on the decline, having dropped three pgr-

cent. Fewer marriages. Then illegitimacy -- 11 percent of the
babies born today are illegitimate. An increase of 800 percent
in the last decade of people just moving in and 1iving together
without the seal of marriage at all. Thirty percent of the

children today are not living with both of their natural parents.
P RS N A s e s marriages. The home is threatened!
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s hNCONSISTENT AND WRONG LIVI&E\QROVES THAT WE DESPISE THE CHURCH

When our lives do(ﬁza tally up to our professions that we have made, the

church is always to hold up a standard and an ideal. Ye are the é;é;}of the earth.

But if the salt has leost his saigy, wherewith shall it be salted. Let your light
E— T m———
so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your father which

is in Heaven.

The best argument for Christianity is some Christian who lives %t. And our lives

should be lived for Christ. And we prove, we despise the church, when we are incon-

sistent. (Cladstone)) the great British leader, went to church every Sunday. Somebody

/
said to him, you know more in one hour thg&_ghg_;gggg;_in the pulpit.can tell you in

5
a_yea ;szladstone replied, I would not agree to that. I would not agree to any of

that for I need the public service of God's house--and T would like for all of England

to know that for all the dominions of the : o k that I count the

Ci?ligion of Jesus!;he one most important for man's attention. And I want all men to

take knowledge that I count the will of Christ and the work of his church supreme in

men's lives.

Yes, church attendance is worthwhile but by our inconsistence, you prove that we

despise it.

ee aid I want my §olgie§§ and my neighbors living around me

and my students whom I am teaching, to know that the chief thing in thought is m
y students, g g in my thought is my

adoration and in the life I'm living to know the will of Christ and to carry out his

will, He was a great Christian. And he proved that he did not despise the church of

God by his inconsistent life.

Some people have made the church and end in itself. You remember in the book of

Acts, Peter and John wvere on their way to church. Hoping to be there at the 9th hour -
:;;;;;::::;:: =
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about 3 o'clock. In fact, they were righg_gg_;imeﬁwhen a (beggar jasked them for

alms. Now if they hésitated, they would be a moment late. But they stopped - this

peEggg_ggg_impg;;anx_zg_;hgm, Now I_am a pastor who loves his chufgg_and his

denomination. And like some little boys who were asked what he would be if he was
l N

1y
not a Southern Baptist. He answered, Iiwould be ashamed.({So in the sincere love

and honest concern, I suggest that one of the greatest needs is that we become a
people that are no longer inconsistent aboug_our churches. But become people-centered.
And church is less exciting because members get the idea that the work of the church
is just done in the church. And we get so concerned about meetings and other things

that we refuse to witness.

= .
Someone told about the eing like a migging through
— = ——— ——

the ocean. Thousands of people were drowning - holding up their hands and screaming
Z
for help. And those on board, the passengers leaned over and cggigggir hands, and

e ————

yelled Ci;; wish all of_z?u would be quiet. We_are studying—gbout how to be
concerned for drowniné Eeogle.})NoW that might be far fetched. But sometimes in
s =

our churches we are so indifferent to the point, that we cannot hear the cry.

—
A 1 out there in@,ast Texagﬁ consolidated the school with the school

in a nearby city. The cheerleaders of the little fown felt cheated - however they
received uniforms and pom poms - and they ingisted that they use them even though

they didn't have a football team. The principal of the school finally gave the

cheerleaders permission to have a pep rally on Friday afternoonm, after school. They

invited all of the former students to the little town, to attend the pep rally.

girls dressed in the uniform of the old school leading cheers in the auditorium for

persons who would attend. They soon had a rather exc___ii:_:_t&g__gg‘_p__@ily. Only thing
.—4———————7 ————

was wrong, they never played affgggggll game )
—— = =

/

Now church going is worthwhile as long as we remember that in the sense, the

..... I TP T - T -t BT e e R = o AT T (11 (1 1P =Y 1 oy Y e o o ahnatd wvrirmnine nennle
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to Christ, but we never go out and play the game of life., It is easier to cheer than

it is to pick up the cross, and follow Jesus.

It is a 1o@for somebody to pick up and read, and ory about a

missionary, who has hardships. And who loves Jesus. Than it is to be a missionary

and go out and witness for Christ and share the message.

One of thg(ﬁost)insvirinz words in our language is the word(éigggggg) One of
5. ,‘-_-__/

A—

the rich things in life is to have a worthy, true friend. One is poor if it has no

true friends. Jesus said, ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you.
e i

John 15:14.

Friendship, therefore, is a two-sided affair. The highest possible honor on this
earth is to be truly called a friend of Jesus. And if we are friends of Jesus, we are

trusting him for our personal salvation. And we are persuaded that this is his will.

And if we really are friends of the Lord Jesus, we will not be absent for long

periods of time from his church.

How can a man love the church and love the Lord Jesus and be his friend and be

inconsistent in the way he lives.

I might insert another thing here, if we really would discover that church

s
membership and church attendance is’worthwhile, we woulz@ust and obey him>
v — e
M '
my friends if ve do whatsoever I_cemmand you, Jesus said. And that is a great test.
- Y

{hy)call ye Lord, Lord, and_do not the things I say. If we love him, we will keep his

commandments. The Christian wants to obey.

a— T T ,m g ey - - ,,? A== SO -
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wants to know what Christ wants done. The indifferent, inactive, disobedient

Christian suggests that he despises the church.

gist)looks over a!?rescription}by a Doctor and says, here are some

elements I would discard - I would cast aside. T will €ix yhe prescription as I _

please. That woitld be serious. And very serious behaviour indeed if we say to
Christ, I hesitate here, I delay there, I refuse here. You are not much of a

friend of Christ.

IV. | UNWORTHY GIVIﬁE_J
We can despise the church in this way. ( Stewardship is everything in a man's

vliig% A great preacher once gaid that I would say that éour?gift thro ch

will go farther than through any other channel in_the wide world.

Jesus knew what he was saying when he set the church a right example in the

method of giving.

A man cannot - he needs a principle by which to give. Not giwe as he feels.

== Y

A voung man wounded in the war

fter a period of two or three years,

D sum pension of 8%4,000. He came to a preacher and he

the government gave him a

said here is_§ @ asked him what for - he said, it is(@g%FitHEm He says but
you are mgzgigd, you are ggggg, you are woggded and crippled. And he hesiﬁiged to
take it. And the man said you are taking $400 out of your $4,000 as your tithe

and I want this church to have it. Then he went on to say éhé;>wasflﬁ53§;§g for;

why am I alive, why did not the gas kill me, why did not the war put me in the grave.
= -
I am here to serve God. Certainly you will take it. T entered a solemn pledge back

o ——
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yonder to give God 107 of my income - please take it. And he became a joy and a

benediction to that church.

There is great joy in people who steadily prove tha

is a pleasure. WL

o —

irl who sup

“young g

ported her helpless mother and father. Always brought her tith
= - e

t Cod's appointed way of giving

who have given out of their meager incomes.

—

e,

e

I

,/r

angfe]..s-\gf God must rejoice to_see

helple ther, brings to the chur
pless po

and she said{{ ig 4
__,7

=

ritic

1 am nat a_c
as a principle of life. stances and situat
There are those in dis

i as such for there a
jons that need the support and help
tress who do need he

- i

Fll -
7 And how marvelous it is, the
that there — a young girl helping to support a

ch of Cod a certain percentage of what she makes

re circum-

of society.
. But there are the

ning the foundation

abuses. There is 2 concept that is threat ati
of our society.- and it is not all on the gide of the r_~ec1p1ent..
/Z/ = A recentfés!g' yision documnetarcy showedithe other side. AN
"=, vhek Peter and Joh york clinic was cited for exploitation of the medicare program byl and
g doctors fficials. These doctors openly admﬁted wt;:‘e K
they called " ing-ponging" the A person_on we are ¢
gold have T none but suc in for a sim ?__%L_‘l.e T et dazens eret
tests to run the bill up - k I .-dohi;:igne odon':
rofessional men was .aske y do you - : —
lame begger that he had younger p F O act e JE ; 0 Y ohie systen of nedi-
: cal_care for the indigent ‘.- his answer was,‘l 't have an
and asked him if he pref conscience about it. 1 think i.tls_j;j.qn_sgg,_m_!l_eg_g;f.__tﬁe Estab-
1is , and this is th an_rip it of fl 'I:herei1s this R
answered you. lle would ¥ind of conscienceless about the whole system - 1'm going to get _ POASE

what 1 can!
have to beg.

(Why )did he not ask for that in the heginning because SiMl_lLdiﬂnLL-K_nm_ﬂ,that
e

And that is why we need

he would be able n.

There are those who do not know what the power

people do not know what must T do to be saved,

it must not leave this message out for the lost.

Cod can help these people through the church.

Dr.

or indulge in speculations or formulate philosophies.

saving that which is lost.

of the CGospel can do for them.

the church must ask it for them.

It is out to find men lying at

to be giving out the Gospel.
If

And

Those that are crippled by sin,

e o
Campbell Morgan said, thd business of the chu%é—ﬁ‘ is not to discuss theories

T8 is that of seeking and

the beautiful gate, excluded

—
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from worship, and putting them on their feet and making them worshippers of God.

o éj\- fl;_;:eigéllked with h-is-up a long stairway that wound its way up to the

top of a 1arge_( towver ding. At the very top, the father leaned over the

- —
rail and yelled"'Jesus saves"./ Those words began tq_écho,) Jesus saves, Jesus

saves, Jesus saves - they viabrated against the walls. They seemed endlessly to
s P e — ————

—
echo over and over again. The li,t,tlé. boy looked up at his father and said, Da:qlgly,

2N
Well_.@mannot“j;gﬁgy ‘be stopped. FEven though some people despise the

church. With the message of Jesus Christ, that Jesus saves, we cannot improve upon

THE CHURCH
it. Whether in Sunday School or in  If you stand and look at the church -- it stands for a free
church in a free state. Two thirds of the world today do not
know what it is to worship God freely, according to the dictates
of their own conscience. Freedom of worship!

Yet, how many of us have taken this to mean a freedom from
worship. This church and this open Bible and the faith of our
fathers stand as the ultimate foundation of freedom -- because
it stands for the freedom of consciencey-- the freedom of wor-
Shall we whose souls are light ship -- that freedom from which all of these other freedoms

stem -- that freedom that gives concept (to the other freedoms
Shall we to men be nighted, £} of the worth of the individual.
It is based on fact and truth. It has happened around the
world. It happened in Vietnam. A former member of this church

Jesus saves.

and Seminary student went out to Vietnam and wrote a letter back
— to the Seminary:
When the North Vietnanese reached alchurch) Ghurch) a@me
were present. The soldiers demanded that those present renounce
i —- that they declare themselves atheists and
: When some of them started ing to do this, the sol diers
Mle‘ @; long as nd shot them. (‘Only abouy 40 escaped -~ the rest
were k ide, the c?u-_g_h. They weve not free to worship
pens again and again around the world!
The great freedom that we have is the freedom to worship

jetnamese reached a _
soldiers marc into a warship service. 80 lor more people
(g poing to church worthwhile -_fai
declare themselves loyal to North Vietnam.
what man thinks what it ought to be God according to the dictates of their nscience. And it hap- 3
unworthy. A church like this shoul jecording to the dictates of our conscience.

)}&‘K/X lSEZ}.y %j;z?i;@f}&imjizjtraily 1ilme (:md struggle ,in si.n. Gy -
e B PO Ny 5
flbdan A, LA T e = o . |
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What kind of a clurch makes ﬁﬂ ch attendance worthwhiles @a church vhere
. : Q

where peopl@ are/ their hearts before they attend.

: =l Gty Lo -
)W:ﬁ W/ﬂﬂle attend. It is a chur
)4 @ 7o) I A o
—1It 1s a hurch where peo le dre not) inconsistent when they go on the outside. It is

‘M;\t‘ ,_7..1.!_4/ , B
m‘ "(—-_a—_—a,' AL xﬁﬁére people give. It is a pf—e' where people honor the Lord, Jesus Christ.
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Tt is(a place) where the message of salvation is proclaimed to all people.
= T e
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