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I" Jll'{’j’ What a mighty thought ! é:!zou could begin again. This is a.(guestioh

that all people are interested in. If you could begin again - ould

“.?'
yvou begin. What )would you undertake. d you change. Lb - s La j
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@J_,OLL. not know that @awg_gggfle. We @about prayer

7
but some people never pray. There are people who bOut giving something
rd

to God's work, but they never give.a_dime. There are other people who@

to belong to a church but they never attend or support the church program.
[4

There are people who hat the Bible is God's Word to man, but never read
7/

it. There are people who @E} that eternity is more important than time but

who lives a present life. There are people who griticize others for things
they do themselves. There are people Wch for trifling
reasons, and then sing "Oh How I Love desus'. There are people who follow the

Devil all their lives, but expect to get to Heaven,f All of which makes us

think of what Sqlomon wrote. The way of man is forward and strange. Prov. 21:8.

When I think about the text which I_have.chesen tod&q:-t' and the man who
wrote this remarkable passage, it must have c'cy_gﬂ;;; some eventful or some

tragic experience. The writer of these words has been called by some the ''wise

preacher", the teacher.

He is a.of noble birth, trained in the law of Moses, fapiliar with

the Proverbs, and now €eelinz the itable results of a misspent life = he

is prematurely old.

—



In youth, he began well but was surrounded with very little to encourage

or sustain his religious fur.

Formalism and hypocrisy abounded everywhere and he was swept up in it.

Sogial life w re. Women were light in character and not held in

great esteem. In his manhogd he went abroad enjoying the glittering type of

life. But he found it all infinite and ashes. tumed to friendship and
F

21; ‘ love, he turned to art, pleasure, and culture. But these things failed him.

So he returns to the lands of his fathers. Paralysis has set in. Age
£j{ (_,l:qu 7
creeps on and life seems to have no love, nor joy, nor peace, nor help for
his pains. TZyy fosome 15‘4’”9 Yen, Lo Tle
j
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d{) last he comes to a better s e of mind. He experiences a religious

reaction. And sitting therg_hgig;g_&hz{%ﬂ:;xa;ﬁ)of his own experience, with

its light and darkness, it's bright and it's blue times. He hurries and writes

it down on a piece_of paper. And he sounds a wa;eépg for every youth at the
(Efossroad%> by saying —-"remember now thy creator in the days of thy youth while
—d e ——— N

the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh when thou shall say I have no

pleasure in them,"

The warning is don't Jlet the exciggespt of yourbging young cause!you to

forget about your creataf{/ Honor him in your youth before the evil years come
—_—— —_ UL _YoutX
and you will no longer enjoy living. It will be too late then to try to remember
———

him when the sun, moon, stars, and light are dim to your olg_szgg_and there is
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no silver lining left among your clouds.

\[ 3( For .Will come a time when yqtg_limhs.ﬂll-ﬂnnhl&.:dﬂ:_;ge. And
]

your legs will become weak. Your ;eg;% will be too few to do_their work. And
there will be blindness too. .LUZ-(_ L b@ / W 5W M = ”'ﬂ-‘g-ﬂ_;
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Then let your lips be tightly closed while eating when your teeth are

gone., And_gow 7aken at dawm.with the first note of the birds. .But you;

yourself, wil\]_hgd.gg and tuneless. You will be afraid of_he:lﬁh.ts and of

falg..;l._pg. A white haix;d, withered old man dgagging himself along without
sexual desire, starws_m: and nearing his ever lasting heme,

#1
as fhe mourners go along the street. iy o 5 WWM’“T
';glg | ‘._.T@ M Therzs La— Cakf'd‘gs,

. \f SO . remember your creator.now while you are young be@ the silver cord
]

N

of 1life snaps. And the golden bdﬂr@ is And the pitcher is broken at
4
the fountain. And the wheel is broken at the cistern. And the dugt returns to

\{)7 the earth as it was. And the spirit returns_to Go; who gave it. All is futile
ety [ S—

s ays the preacher - utterly futile.

th But then bEcausd ise, he wm;hmg_thg_p%ﬂe all

that he knew. He_had collected Prc?rbs, he was a_yise mam and a.good teachar,

because he taught them in an interesting manner about the things that they needed

to know. So he nail down some important truths. That his students
£

mi ght be wiser than he was.

It is the . old story of the spend-thrift who be-fgins to economize after

he has spent his fortune. Or the gérsog who has ruined his stomach, beginning to
-t-—._______.__,——t"" St
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diet. It is the story of the pan who began to think about his(::haracteﬁ) after
he has stained his reputation. It is the story of the pr digal who wanted to
return after he has wasted his substance on Tio ng.
Q:Zmaz be tog late. @hg teaches us anything, it is that @ are our own
7/

WOLSL-enemy . things for us like we do ourselves. @a_tlﬂ'el

across the land and the sga to_find happiness. We dig and we toil, we fume and

we fret, to try to get things to yield up their secrets.

Qouth should alyays be willing to learn from old age. The e we get
the more we rei]:}ze hqu_lj.LLP we have learned. And how we must ;ng.v.e_?nr

foMs. really commend this Scripture to every boy and girl, every
@ / — ’-Y »
man and woman. @J,M% over again, @xog could live your life

over again. I wonder ‘@ what lines would we follow.
b2 WE do wi Koron abed b - 2 Km0
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Remember it is later than you think. The afternoon speaks to the morning

of wisdom. You can not really hold the day. If we were going to set up some

(guidelines! for beginning again - just where would we begin.

— IF YOU COULD BEGIN AGAIN, I SUPPOSE --

You would want]to remember your!bodyB Now there are some people who say
to me, well Pre}mller - that has ng@_ip_g_tg_ﬁui.t.h_nalig-ieon. And I don't see

why you tglk about that from the Pulpit on Sunday. They do not think properly.

@_s_a_ig. who shall change this vile body. By the way, the body is no more

vile than any other part of the human make-up. It is just as much a part of



the divine scheme as the mind and the spirit.

It is as wrong to sin against the stog%sh as it is to sin against
the so It is just as cessary to;hggg_pm:e_b.ln?d and it is to have a

clean imaginari6n. On the day of judgement, there is one witness that will
rise up against us, and tell of this sim. And that witness is the body - omne

form of this is neglect of the physical. on.

As long as possible, it is one of the prime duties of mankind. And for a man
e e e -

to de_ggj_ﬁg_hw is to desecrate a temgle more divime than any cathedral

ever erected on the shores of this nation of ours.

a preacher, who put all of his emphasis on studying all

the time suffered alnervous collapse and he faced an early graye. He said,
1
oh that Ii1_ad known the art of life or found some book or some map _to tel% me

[
how to live. To take exercise. But I found none. So here I am. !
— v — —— e ——— — -

We all should cultivate the normal care of the body. There are_gyms, and
@eticﬁ are good in their place. But many of @ingggms had beautiful
ﬂ

serviceable bodie7$ long before the gymnasium and a(dumb——bely was every heard of.
- 7

‘ today ride in their .cars to go to a Health C to get exercise. Now
we have a way of dwu.r_anzgmnhﬂ;s and lgsing our s. Christianity

and nature should be made to walk hand to hand. To keep the physical powers
at a par, there is no chance to avoid physical exercise. It is a natural thing

to do. And that is,Q: lought to drive little and walk much. The most healthy

men and good natured men are the men who for the most part have complete mastery

over themselves. And they W. They are busy .

in activity.
—-ﬂ‘"
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In a little town up in northern Manitoba a Baptist preacher lived who

was over 80 years of age. He settled there from the parts of the highlands

. ing without
of Scotland where men never se? a bicycle or a motow¥-car ‘ morning w u
fail, he sawed his ouwn wo%g by hand, he walked over the hills for__fd.\u-ani.l.ny

with a swing and a gate that would put a young man to shame, his-eyes.uare

bright, his voice was clear, his foot was—£irm, and his._h.and-s-:oaﬁy. And the
—-'—'_—’7

author telling about him said he looked as though he would live forever.

had to 11.\:e_n.u.e.gagqin, and if you had yours, I wonder if we

shaildn't give more care to the body. That is,(E:a carefully, 11y,
_—-—-——_—7 g
and r@"p regularly. And do it all religiously. You know the Apostle@ said,

whether you eat or drink, or whatsoever you do - do_all to the g_l—gr_z_g_f_ God.

— @ IF YOU COULD BEGIN AGAIN, YOU WOULI{NEED TO REMEMBER YOUR MINDE Y( 125
'V\gﬂ/&fk’d

Robert Inglesoll once said, a man who can think is an idiot. The.man—who

can't think is_an idiot. The man who won't th‘j}nk is a fool. And the man who
e

dares o think is a slave.
—

Mot 22 27 Tesvs Safd ' fore desd] R ~pd mﬂ—“‘fmw wall Ty """"Q

If there is é:g vice today it is shallow thinking. ‘m h_of-eu reter
-7

of education is to blame - I really do not know. But eve_rz_lggy_and_giﬂ,_, should
be made to realize that school is a place to love rathw.
’ 4

It would be wonderful if every teacher was able to inspire his pupils, In the

power of their reasoning, that this was a wonderful opportunity.

very graduate should leave college not only with a diploma but also with
the ability to grgp,p:;e with the Eroblgms in his environment. After zll is said

and done, the most educated man in the universe is the man who most completely




fits into it.

However, today these are days of sqggializg;igp. The untrained mind

is gizigg_glace more and more to the expert. A man of mere opinion is a man

of straw. He shouts with the crowd and they are loud. But what the world
wants is not brillance, a_genius,, or cleverness — but the world wants men

and women who have originality in their ideas and are able to present them.

Knowledge 1is EQ%FI' We are richer by far to be able to think through
our own difficulties. Than we are to pay others to do our thinking for us.
Intelligence is at a premium. The world is a play thing in the hand of the
man who knows.

f?%ih( 02./1;' ’Axéi?p7éihv fNG1£;l¢L L~2%yh:/ \JZ&@JL bUﬂa4ddga Cﬁ£&u¢7€?ﬂ54g43

If I had to go back, I would appreciate the_snhqgl that cultivated my

mind, And helped me to thin and by faith, help me to

come to my own conclusions.

@uould study to_show myself approved unto God, a workman that needeth .
not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Now that is what we are

ch trainin‘)here in the church. It

trying to do a little bit of in our leh

that your

mind does not need further development, then thia_;g;; has_nothing to say to

you. If I were going to begin again, I would want to give attention to the

development of and t
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e @ YOU WOULD WANT‘ TO REMEMBER YOUR EECATION ii \

I think generally speaking, a man thinks about his vocational choice

between the age of 14 and 28. And once the choice has been made, it is

exceedingly difficult for him to make a change.
— ——
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Too frequently, through carelessness in youth, a man wakes up to find

th at he is OM. That his gifts are along anotheg y.ne. And

drudgery, his work must be. To go to his task every morning as a slave.

The a poor beginning makes a good ending. A ber_r_%axim
would be, a good beginning is a half task done. The success in anything

depends on consecration.

As ‘m as @ was, he worked in a carpenter shop. THere was a

J e

task to be done. A man's opportuniies—sones—alang. When he feels that

his occupation is of no account. A man who is faithful in simple tests,

can expect for himself future trusts. A @of one of the largest churches
in the country told the story how he jumped from obscurity to eminence as a

preacher. He was serving a liftle rural church in New York State. A-tornado

had hit the district, and caos was everywhere. Because of this the church

was poorly attended on Sunday. The preacher said, LgEganhed-as though there
were a_thousand people present. There were_l5.in_the congsegation - but two

were strangers. Engineers from across the country, to investigate the damage

done by the tornado and arrange for reconstruction work to be done. After the

service, one th o men said to the other, this is the kind of e
e-Lwo men

need in our church. Threge months afterwards, this man was called _to one of the

outstanding churches in Californiz. And since then, his success in the realm

of religious leadership has been tremendous.
—

I1f I could begin again, and if you could begin again, wouldn't it be wise

under the ge of your parents, your_teachers - to_chase a vocation and then
W&.ﬂf_){mx_b_e%gg into that work. And to pray, M
mWM' Help me to fill each mement with something that

is of value. Help me to be careful with my gifts which thou hath endowed me



=10=

with to use them in a Christian way.

— @ YOU WOULD WANTZTO REMEMBER YOUR] NEIGHBOR \
v

Now this is a point that if you could go back a%ain, the thing that

w was the warmth of his p udes.

@never judged people on the surface. He always looked beyond the externals.
/

To the away from home, he said, G.Q.d..iﬂ—inﬂr__?side' speak

to him.

, he whispered - Neither do I

He even his friend after the traitor had betrayed him.

The who nailed him to the cross - he prayed, Father, f‘gggive

them. For they know not what they do. I think an active, emotional interest

in our neighbors is essential. (ibwe would have ﬁ;igy in this world, we

should take time on our_st¥eet, or on our road, to sit down occasionally on

the door step and see things from his point of view. Now the person who
lives close to you may be a sinful person. But mevertheless, God will help

you to get a viewpoint. We should have sympathy for all who sin and especially

for all who suffer.

@ is alwavs somebody weakening, or weeEinﬁ - next door or near your

home. Now at the out set of his ministry, stood up at the synagogue and

he read., The spirit of the Lord God is upon @Q Butwmm;&d_%to

preachethe Gospel to the_poor, he has sent me to heal the broken-hearted.




39

To preach deliverance to the captives. And reco blind,
To set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable year of the

Lord.

Now M but . is where we should all beqin if

our religion is to have any quality in it. The depth of our piety will be

measured by the intensity of our service.

Too frequently, the average Christian m

only for Jesus, or only for the preacher. And that these were intended only

t o the exclugive duties for the Christian as far as service was concerned.

The @w that really. is acceptable to.God comes spontaneously
from the heart. You really don't have to wg}t until you have some special garment

on or you have had some seminary training.

Every man, woman, and child is ordained at birth,(:g visit the fatherless

and widows in their afflictioms. anugive a cup of rnlq;ueggr to those in need

and (:lkeep himself or herself unspotted from the world. This is pure religion
7

and undefiled before God and the Father.

Now

e's road _and I _face my own record, it
wi ot er very much how manmeuu;mwsﬁﬁ I have run. Or how manx_ship§7l

have built. Or how many pictures I have painted. Or how many automob11%§ T
rd

havwe constructed. Or how max_lx_h.qm.theM'_i;ten. Or how manu_gng&l have

sung.

It wilj.gﬂ!!ESQ'v- much _yhat I have done for people. Is the balance of

my life on the side of sympathy or against it. Have been critical,
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more helpful than hurtful. Have I been marg.gracious. Do I have a c¢lean

heart.

@ YOU WOULDl WANT _TO REMEMBER YOUR EREé’]:;OQ (as our text indicates).

d {‘/' The writer was wise. And had he had the full light as you have it and

I have it - and had had the privilege of sitting at the feet of Jesus, but
Vd

his thought of God as a creator certainly would be something. That is,é£:>

yod could back up, I am sure, and begin again. You-—would want—to-xenember. this.
very early in your life. )/&"W‘r‘ S5 L ‘

ﬁ' k

For you know tha

n_gllumingan}and stays with you

until sun He is the one who pever leaves nor fg;ga%;s you. He is your

s he pherd-even though you stray. He _is your Saviour when you stumble. He is
your dwa-pm-s}n. He is your Comforter when you have sorrow. He

is your Guide along life's road.

in life - a face without eyes. A
desert without water. A sky without a s;ym. A night without.stays. A house without

love within it. A church without worshippers. I think the most tragic thing on

the earth tonight is a man without Christ.

7

If I could begin again, I would begin with Christ.

>

The honorable J. Edgar Hoover, who directed the F. B. I. for many years,

said the God re attempting to lure our boys _and girls into fearing
the injustice and misery of slavery under dictatorship. Wherever they go they
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they are contaminated by indifferance and apathy, on the part of citizens.

He said America is at the crossroads. This teaches that youth must be won
7

for the cause of righteousness. And this is what we are talking about tonight.

r. Wilbur Chapmai once tested a meeting where 4500 people were present.
The results showed that 400 became Chxistians b they were 10 vears of

age. 600 became Christians b@r"lﬁ-‘aﬂd-*ﬂo. 25 became Christians @r they

were 30 years of age. Now this megant that 1875 were unsayed wnder that total

congregation. And this teaches that youth must be won.

— — - e

@out of every@who become gh;;stians @:Zso before they reach:the
age of_%,ﬁ_. After %ears of age, e in_10,000 everp accept Jesus.
- T

After 35, one in 50,000.

After 45, one in 200,000.
-7 5 =

¢

After%, one in 300,000.
—

After 93, one in SOJO,QQO.

After 75, one in 700,00.
———“,—

7

Now @_r.aa;h?a that yquth must be WS___II: for God. rd Byron once weepingly

v be
said, untrained in youth, my heart to _tame. My springs of life were poisoned.

7

This heart cg; warns that youth must be won to devotion to right living

While 11keof old. 2 Chron. 17:7. They are young and tender.
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win our youth to Wd from their youth, to tr God
b&'@ — -—-P ? —-—-'9‘9:

from their youth, Psalms 71:5. Remember their creator in the days of their

youth, as our text commands.

Now you could begin again, would you begin.
/

There are some pegple, who tell me and perhaps have told you

other. But really has

why look like Your_f_a;};;r. You look_like

anyone every told you that you look like Christ.

I can be - if£ I am willing. If I am willing to exhault him in my life.

If I am willing to do_all of the time, @esus did all the time, he is the

explanation of my being. And to follow him is to follow Christ. To follow

Christ is to serve God. And to serve God is to be fully like Jesus was.

Hilda Ward, of the Detroit Rress, recently visitecj‘éianua Bennar;;)who was

the yife of the man who wrote "The 0ld Rugged Cross'". He had run across a

news story that Mrs. Bennard, ncl(BO years]of age, and a widow for 14 years had
Py % = f‘

received her first Sogcial Security Check for $48.30. He found her living alone

with her memories in the 100 year old house which she had been born-of Swedish
imlgrant perents. For Hanna, arthritis, and a healing broken bone - had made

life very difficult.

Ward asked her!ia she still played "The 0ld Rugged Cross". She turned
\"—-_'-"-n-
to a piano - her thin knotted hands limbered up along the keys, and rolled

through the familar strains. Her head swayed in her memories as the harmony

(
parts rose into the great emotional refrain. 041, I1'11 cherish thwed

cross, until my trophies at last I lay down, I _will cl the old rugge
= ’
)

cross..and _exchange it §omeda;,for a_crown.,
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Happa's.memories of her husband.are sharp. She hopgs _someday, to hear

his beautiful . voic; in Heaven. George Benngrd made only a bit more

tha $5000 out of the hymn. Which has been a standard since it was written

—
and@ﬁl_iaﬂgi__ig_}.‘u.‘!) In fact, he lsf_t_hjs_b&lnmd_bddMery little of

this world's goods when he died. But then,is more to lif% than money.

What joy must fill George Bennard's hegvenly 1ife because of the millions of

lives who have been blessed by "The 01d Rugged Cross'.
T I

And I suspect(:: \he had the opportunity to go back and begin again,

he would want to write "The O0ld Rugged Cross".
— — —

To boy and girl, and every young man and young wgman, let me say
whatever you do or do not do - be sure to remember thy creator in the days
of thy youth while the evil days come not nor the years draw nigh when thou

shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.
, WY a
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