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"IIONEST HEARTED PEOPLE"

Luke 8:5

INTRODUCTION:

On a day such as thﬁqlelgygagipp that we are in the midst of,

doesn't know where he 15 golgg - there is no telllng where he 11 be when he gets
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there.
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I like the statement which(Sam Jones once made, when somebody asked him,
S J
—_— &= e Y
why don't you preach;mpre"ggaégl )thg Catholl&§ His answer was, when I get

—

I
through with the Methodists, it is bedtlme.\ (

We think when we get through with the Baptists, we have really fulfilled

a'g§§ZE mis 1%%7”{

hat was goine around. And it reads something 1like this.@FThis chain lett
tha GOIIS aroy g A$1 chain letter

hi

is meant to bring happinessand it will briﬂgsjoy to you. Unlike other chain letters,
o Y — St /
it does y. qu‘,‘;“_;ﬁs_gnd a_copy of this letter thurches, which

are(}ired]of their ministers.
./;_ —

e up your Pastor and send him to the church at the (lzottom ,))f this
S ——— — —_—



!Iay__er_faith in this letter.

There was mh,i..'!f-.(}h spelled out in the post ,SGTiPt. it read --

One man( hrok\; the chain, and got his old preacher back.r
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_sometime ago I told about Bob Terrell, of an

dy . You know lots of people run a_c‘irs in these little papers - and try to

Now that reminds me of

sell things that they feel they do not want. The paper there in Asheville had this

R. D. Jones has one sewing machine for sale. Phone 958 -

Obviously, there was a typographical error, somewhere in there. So the

o Ran

following day, this notice appeared in the paper. We regret having errored in
R. D. Jones' ad yesterday. It should have read i—__ﬁqqe sewing machine for sale, cheap.

Phone 958 and aik_for Mrs. Kelley. Who lives with him after 7:00 P. M. r

The Lg_ext_,_"_da};é this paragraph appeared in the paper, R. D. Jones had informed
e R el B — - Sl - 7

us_that he has received several anonymous telephone calls because of the error we

made in his classified ad yesterday, His_adrstands_gox‘qgggd as follows -

T T
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gl%ﬁ R. D. Jones has one sewing machine for sale - cheap. Phone 958

after 7:00 P, M. and ask for Mrs. Kelley who loves with him¥::]

the following day - the paper carried this notice.

D
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Tones, don't have a sewing machine for sale. I smashed the

| Notice lins

"R

thing - and don't call 958 as the phone has been disconnected. I have not been

carrying on with Mrs. Kelley. Until yesterday, she was my hgggpkeeper.'Byfiéﬁtggpﬁi:7

Well, of course, there are a_lot of things that chaggg in the matter of time,

and so forth, and so on. But in our congregation we have had some very honest hearted
- N vV

people. What I mean, down to earth, good Christian people. As I go back to those
beginnings of my roots here in South Norfolk Baptist Church. Very honest, sincere,
\____-V e __—-—7
open-hearted people. And who have co-operated, and who have worked with, and have
- 7 —7
offered to help in services and in every way possible. I have been greatly helped
-._____.——'—?.p

and blessed by honest hearted people. And we have many of them in this congregation.

T
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God is in the miracle business and in the book of ) Chapter 8.} There are
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'+hfour klnds;fqu_ple who are descrlbed And I want to talk about those four kinds of

people, and I want to f1n15h up with my text. And when I am finished, I want you to

tell me and(ggziﬁyourself what kind of person you are. I think that is fair and I
v

think that is honest. You do have to tell anybody but yourself. But I am going
v

to mention these four kinds of people that we have met through the years.



went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside and was trodden

down and the fowls of the air devoured it. And some fell on a rock - and as soon as
it was sprung up, it withered away. Because it lacked moisture. And some fell among
thorns and the thorns sprang up with it. And others fell, on good ground, and sprang
up and bear fruit a hundred fold. And when he had said these things he cried, he

1,‘|,
hath ears to hear, let him hear. .

Now before Jesus, I point out these \four Jkinds of people, and we see this in

the parable - I want you to notice that in the last part of(;;;;gﬁg)— after {é%g?)

gave this ble, he turned to the men and the women, that were there with him that

) Now_ do_you suppose
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day and he said, Egﬁggagtggphiggyg‘tgﬁhgg

the ng@aggggggghgagaggggg. Aftgp all, he looked at the men that were there - and

the women, and they were outwardly 1iste9£;g. ¥hy do you suppose that he added those

words - he that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

I believe Jesus spoke those words as probably we need to speak them often.

we do not hear what is being
o R ?r“f‘fT}af

People

an book, but they never sge the words that are in that song or hymn. And
I am sure, there are people who come every Sunday - but they really do not hear. There
may be some of us here tonight, but down through the years, I have noticed that those

who have ears to hear, sit up and listen.

er went out to

S R

sow some seed,
m————
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devoured 1t.% How do we understand such a saying.

and taketh the word oyt of their hearts. Lest they should believe and be saved.

So our first attention is called to the hard-hearted people. Notice what it

says. Those by the wayside. Those that hear. But those peopl
V_
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eVer.

=Tl

icome to that

moment in their lives when they €

c, <

But the VWord received

make a(committment.’

5 o]

is missing. They come, they_hear, but they They never

ever receive the Lord, Jesus Christ, in their hearts.

The parable here is like that of people coming to church. They hear but they

@E@ Now that is to come to a beautiful sanctuary and hear beautiful

music, singing about the Saviour, and then we open the Word of God - and then we walk

out of this auditorium without ever receiving Jesus Christ as our Saviour,

Do you know that it is very dangerous to come to a meeting, and to hear the |
1
it says, he that being often

———

vord

of God, and then to walk out. Because in Proverbs 2921



reproved, hffgfﬂffh,hif_fffF’ and shall suddenly be destroyed. And that without

J1
remedy. You could attend a meeting tonight, hear the singing, listen to the words,
and enjoy the fellowship and walk away without inviting Jesus into your heart. That

is very dangerous. Very dangerous!

I read about a situation in\New York City many years ago that happened on

the sidewalk. A lot of people were standing aroun d there was @

not like what th was saying - they were having an\putdoor meeting The

preacher was talking about sin, and he probably touched her heart and she began to
B g — * i

fight-against the preacher. She started to screa

his face - - '@Zﬂi"‘mt 1___:0_ _p;ea;g,into the ch};t%:h,

leave us alone out here on the street.
——

; she shook

her fists in

off of the street,

gl R

She mocked the preacher. ShgﬁgéQ, ed off of the sidewalk to walk around the

]

crowd that was standing there and a taxi-cab hit that woman and she died right in

front of the Word of Life street meeting that was being held.

Somebody might say tonight - what are you trying to do, scg::ﬁ.-us? but
I'm just trying to tell you the way things happen. I would rather scare you about
the terrible place called hell than to let you just drift along and wake up one day

in a lake of fire. Ilave you ever received Jesus into your heart? If you've never

made that decision then you are a hard-hearted person.

11. FAINTHEARTED PEOPLE,

4
' Some fell upon a rock. As soon as it was sprung up, it withered away

g . . /
because it lacked m01sture.‘tl
>
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11 awa{ Well this is the second kind of

It says, they on the rock are they, which when they hear, receive

the word. How do we receive the word w1tb_1gx*7 Do we know that there is joy
that we receive the word. Who else could be happy in this confused, sin-sick,

polluted world than those who have received Jesus Christ.

Let me ask you a question -(Can) you remember the day you we;g_gjugayk I tell

you, it had to be the happiest day of your 1;?;5 I remember the 42%, the time when

I was saved in,:eviyﬁé meq&é%g; and I wept,fqrward that night and I can remember

when receiving the lord Jesus Christ as Saviour,
N
‘&gzﬂl love the invitation that's given in our church. We see peo come
’ T w sy ay w\’ﬁ‘ Ly —g R T, B P e I o] g ! p___Rlﬁ—

down the aisle. They are joyful to receive the Lord. There is joy in coming to

Jesus. Don't you like to be around a new Christian? They're always happy -
s CE T e R e . e

they're always bubbling over., Can you remember when you were born into the

family of God? That was the biggest moment of your life. Now there are a lot of

decisions you make and commitments; but you said Lord, I'm going to get busy and

I'm going to be a soul winner - I'm going to be involved in Sunday School - I'm

— ¢

going to live as you would want me to live.
e 50 I W

Let me ask you the question now, maybe that was 3 or 4 years ago, maybe 20



maybe longer. that you had back there?

e SR

A lot of people &_Eg__d}y_l‘_qh just to(s‘zet it ove:\w;ih But there 15@1!1 being

in God's house with GOd'§_BQQP_L6, singing hymns, hearwd, seeking the

lost - that's something that we'll never forget. [Have you lost the joy of your

salvation - have you become one of the fainthearted people?

II1. HALF-HEARTED

4
And some fell among thorns and the thorns_sprang up with it and
%

iy,

life and bring no fruit to perfectlon.

Now here is awe need to think about. It might be the largest

group of people that we know anything about. They are the half-hearted group.

If you will notice - and that which fell among the thorns are they which, when

they have heard, go forth.

ou, but I'm talking
s

about those who have received the Word with joy; but here is an illustration

Now I gp to this moment, I_am talking @ _ _about

that Jesus is giving - they allowed some thorns to come up in their lives.

There are and of course they are

are the thorns?



mentioned in verse 14,

it'll bring about dlscouragement to us if we had these disappointments,

comes along with these cares and responsibilities and frustrates and puts this
5 P P

thorn in your life,

Now most of us sit hg%k and well, praise God,

that is no thorn in my 11fe. (::éyou knew how much money I had in the bank, you

would not é;;;‘;;Tk\to me about riches. I am going to talk to you about riches

though because %1ﬁﬁggﬁqre right here in the Word of God.

9 wrong w1th_hav1n

R e R e

little bit more of money.

I once was reading about(a_ma , I

want to remind you, it'

B R

always need a 1@;;1§7b;;;mo§g; and the

S i

more you get, the more you need; and the
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ou need, the more you want; and the more you want, the more you get,
9 14 T S R B 2 e —— i
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Mr. Rockefeller was the richest man in the world they say in his day and

[ Fa

time. They asked him what is the Qngr;hing_gbqye_gxgrything else in life you .
desire - he thought for a moment - there is only one thing I want. They said,
BERNE e . o & G O o

what is it Mr. Rockefeller.

Ile said, QLI I want Fis.mo_mg

Now some of you say well wai

Don't vou know money talks. Uell,

/ e e, o
all it g_verr_gaysrt__:_gimq___‘i,g - so long ga;, goodbye: Are you motivated by money, by
how much money you can get. Sometimes people think of_ in terms of

money.. I'm amazed sometime

to see how much we're going to get but our concern ought to be -- how much can we

give Jesus Christ our Lord and so we allow this thorn to come into our lives.

i leasur:] Now if you were going to describe
R R B TG _’—E'-Jd-;‘-..:;—_,ﬂ 5 m
L€ mad. We said on Wednesday night that

everybody is going someplg Everybody is doing something and most people do

not know where they are going, but it does not make a bit of difference. If it

makes you happy, go ahead and do it - who cares. You cannot be with people
7 N, ~4 Al U ST gl O A -
5_minutes without them telling you where they have been, where they are going -

and everybody is W and they are going pleasure mad and they'll tell

you to get out of their way.
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i hed because people have
forgotten God and they desire their happiness out here in the world. But you're
never going to find pleasure out here in the world - true pleasure is found in a

person - the Lord Jesus Christ.,

Now with ynconverted/people this is no because they try to do this and

s S o T —

they know what they

'fe doing; that's the wa hgylj.veﬁ- they're going to go on

drugss they're going to get into the sex-Scene and pervert things. But what
[ 8 i p

confuses the church today is that the christian crowd wants to join that crowd.

often you have people ask you can I do th%;, can I do the other.

Well, they say everybody in the church is doing it and what we need to think

about is,is this thing contrary to the Word of God. 1Is it wrong or is it
right.

Christians need not sit around and say can we do this or ought we to do

the other. What we ought to do is say Jesus Christ

and lay aside all these things. They are important to us - we are not like the

world going down in pleasure - seeking a good time.
We have a purpose in life, we have a race in life.
Now my point is, have you allowed some of these thorns to come into your

life. You say I am not sure about that. Well, what happens to a person who

hears the word of God and allows those thorns to come into his 1life.
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The last

part of v;ﬂs;_iwﬂm;ays, that a person brings no_frui

L e t?qgg.JAas.ﬁﬂﬁw

Did you lead anybody to the Lord Jesus Christ in the last week. Ilas there been any

fruit in your life in the Iast month. Did you have an opportunity of going out and

talking to somebody. Have you tried to do something for somebody. Any fruit in your

life,

You say well preacher, I have had a tough week, it has been a tough month.

Well, is there any fruit. Thorns choke out the Word of God. And they are fruitless

people. We have a lot of fruitless Christians around today.

That _on the g p '5 an honest and good heart. Having
s W — &

heard the Word.

";-— that is what the message is all about. If you do
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I hagf °t_peopl le I love tQ420 to South orfolk Baptist Chureh - and they say,
TR R FETE, __ B o eSS
why do you llke to go. They say because I know I am ff:iﬂfsavﬁiiéeﬁ;aﬂE%Fgﬁﬂfiﬁﬁﬁﬁh

of God. I am going to get a mess

who g;éysg who wgggg@

~that just to receive¢ compliments)from people. But, preaches that so
e 4

Isn t that easy to understand, You recei dihgiw. d of God. Now ms will come
and choke out the Word of God, and there will be no fruit. But you receive the

Word of God, and you keep it, and you will produce fruit with patience to the Glory

of God.
Now I know that we have had a lgﬁgagsidgg_ _hearted people like this in this
church., It is

because they have had the Word planted in their hearts - and with patience, they have

brought forth fruit. Unto Ilis glorious holy name.

We might ask ourselves a que p. Well,

you say, I know all about that hard hearted group, I know all about that
group, and I know all about that jalf hearted types, Now tell yourself where you are

- just be honest with yourself, Now, I have no way of knowing what you have said to

yourself. Who said, I tried to b. The great adversary, the Devil,

he wants to steal away and remove from us - even our salvation if we would listen to him.
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And take it away from our faces and our souls, and our spirits.

out ar(d sawcan elderly lady with all sorts

was thei@ take stones and shells -

and cut designs all over their faces, arms, legs, and bodies. And then they would

put dirt in the ceg;,and let them fester for months. And when they healed, there were

those sgg__rf__.\ They did that to make themselves beautiful. But they had never looked

into the mirror to see themselves. They had no mirrors.,

do the @ thing in the rnoxj_i#lg - takg a look

Well, when this missionary went into the interior of Africa and saw all of this

So the missionary could not convince this one, and finally with the help of the

mirror - he ttmkouth1srulzr':'ft,‘),gi I'I&Q_gg?lth over to the African who took the mirror

and looked into it. He then believed the missionary. You know what he did - he.teek. .,

the mirro: If I break the mirror - I will change

Well, here tonighty in thwe are looking in thé mixrors /You_see.

wheanteds Wouldn't

yourself ea:smham-ﬂ:i;ﬁ&r?d, fm;.;"t“ﬁ‘__/%ﬁ!?&ﬁ, half h
it be wonderful tonight if every man and every woman said, Lord, from tonight on -

I want to be that honest hearted person. Wouldn't that be great.
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I would not believe there is a person here who would not want to be an hg%est

hgggngd person. But if you are going to be the kind of people God wants us to be,

ision - a moment

of committment when we ¢ ourselves before the Almighty God. And say, God, I am
TN T R R RS P
sorry for my past, but this moment I know that I have been standing in the wron e
7 == ————*H—JL4x%39

and that I am going to take a step of faith. And by your grace, become a doer of the
—_ 5

Word because I want to produce fruit for your glory.



