ﬂ-[em'y Farmer: orgcmist, violinist,

composer of the Anthem, “Great and
"Marvelous,” (from his “Mass in B- flat”),

often sung by South ‘NB@E)(E Baptist”

Church Choir on special occasions.

f THE LATE HENRY FARMER,

T WAS HE WHO WROTH THE FPOPULAR
{ “ FARMER'S MASS IN B FLAT.”

[ Henry Farmer, who made a oconsiderabls
-mark in the musical world, at least in England,
/idied in Nottingham June 25 last, inhis seventy-
| third year. He wag the domposer of the popu-
' lar Farmer’s mass in B flat, & work whioh 14
| frequently but erroneously attributed to

this nephew, John Farmer, composer. of

‘the cantsta, *“Christ and His Soldiers”
Henry Farmer was born Jin Nottingham,
England, May 18, 1819. As & musician he was

ogsentislly sclf-taught, although he was for a-

;short time when a youth s pupilof Thirlwell, &
“local teacher of some repute, and sfterward

Ny Bisnop. s sesius made Mt the mastes
X D. nius frd the 3t
.,2¥mnny instrumei‘:eu. but ‘his fcputation was
prmolﬂ:ny achieved as o violinist. His
“Violin Tuator" was nooagted_ throaghout
England as a stapdard plblidation, whila
his instrootion books were very largely used.
For the 'copyrlfh_t of the *“ Violin tor” he
origipally received £10, but a few months Dbe-
‘fore his th, the work having reverted to him,
"socording to the English law, at thee tion
of tort{-two years, he was psid 2400 by the
publishers for the renewﬂ,;ing,ctﬂ)ﬁ in addi-
tlon for the purchase of the ce? ight..
by judiciouns in-

By means of his ped, ald

" vestments, Henry Farmer amassed a fortane.

‘ He was not only the u‘aéznus Apollo of the Mid-

land Counties, but hog:: [} amt!h?ﬁ ln.xl-?gloet %.?m
, &I s Flora t

as he called m%wuu in the suburbs, was
one of commanding foaturéa of the city.

His tnrnbllma composition was a son
.‘,engc!lled “ Mar, .'I' mmn“ i ‘tor,i_tii g
an owing melody, pur of sentiment, an
de] of treatmeng. oharno tics which
ma his subdequent works. e wungrr:

lifie ter of popular musio, and, though
'&mny importaned to devote himself to the
{classical, he resolu declined on the ground
that classical masic did not pay.

His Mass in B iat was sketohed by nhim in
1843, and in all probability would never Dave
been given to the world had it not been for

Mr, Thomas 8. Nedham of 23 Weby Eighty-sec--

-ond Streot, this , who four yeard lster
vailed &1 nm.quvumer to 8core and Anbrll_lh.
the work. The following year Mr. Nedham
brought the mass to America, and it wid
sung in . Bt Pater's Church,
Street, for the first time in this country, Easter

S|

iSunday, 1848, Mr. Nedham copying tho voios |

score inscribed to him

ch he atill has in his possession. Bince then

*» er in B fiat” has been sung in church and

- oonocert until 1t has achieved o fami 560~
“ond only to the famots “‘ Mozirt's Twalfth.”

For thoe last ten years of lfs 1ife Mr. Fdrmer

lived as & retired gentleman, devoting himsel?

10 hortienlture, of which he was J;glulonqtol
fond, and only oocasfonally e { com

8 Yor the nse of the q%uuz from the orig-
B :

|

the composer, and |

1

\

PR
tion. Hia last works were “ 8ix Short ahd ¥

‘Trios for Violin” and an eclaborate anthent, “1
Will Sing of the Mercfes of the Lotd.” The last
vear of his life e was an invalid.

]



Henry Farmer lived at “Flora Cottage,” Sherwin Road, and carried on a music business
at High Street, Nottingham, was the conductor of the Nottingham Sacred Harmonic
Society from 1866 to 1880, the composer of numerous musical pieces, and excelled as
a violinist and conductor of oratorios. He simplified the musical compositions so as to
come within the capabilities of the average performer. His instruction books on the
various orchestral instruments were very practical and helpful.

Henry Farmer composed a Mass setting in 1843 for choir and organ; it became very
popular, not only in England, but in America, and he was known in church circles as
"Farmer in B-flat.” (“Great and Marvelous,” is one of the sections of music within the
“Mass in B-flat.”)

Like Gwen Whitehurst, who’s family were all musicians, and her brother Marvin, who
owned a music store, Henry Farmer was from a musical family, for his father, John
Farmer, was a celebrated glee singer; his nephew, also named John Farmer, was the
author of "Christ and His Soldiers"; and his niece, Mrs. Bowman-Hart, was a well-
known teacher of music.

He was civic minded, and was a Captain in the “Robin Hoods,” the local defense
Territorial Home Guards.



He was Organist at High Pavement Chapel
(Presbyterian), Nottingham, for over 40 years. The
organ was installed by the firm of J. C. Bishop and Son,
from a specification by Henry Farmer, and included a
free reed Euphone 8’ in the Choir division.

His father, John Farmer, was present, at age 83, to see
his son honored on his 35" anniversary as organist.
The minister presented Henry with a mantel clock and
sliver cup.
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