
Henry Farmer: organist, violinist, 
composer of the Anthem, “Great and 

Marvelous,” (from his “Mass in B- flat”), 
often sung by South Norfolk Baptist 
Church Choir on special occasions.	




Henry	  Farmer	  lived	  at	  “Flora	  Co2age,”	  Sherwin	  Road,	  and	  carried	  on	  a	  music	  business	  
at	  High	  Street,	  No?ngham,	  was	  the	  conductor	  of	  the	  No?ngham	  Sacred	  Harmonic	  
Society	  from	  1866	  to	  1880,	  the	  composer	  of	  numerous	  musical	  pieces,	  and	  excelled	  as	  
a	  violinist	  and	  conductor	  of	  oratorios.	  He	  simplified	  the	  musical	  composiIons	  so	  as	  to	  
come	  within	  the	  capabiliIes	  of	  the	  average	  performer.	  His	  instrucIon	  books	  on	  the	  
various	  orchestral	  instruments	  were	  very	  pracIcal	  and	  helpful.	  	  
	  
Henry	  Farmer	  composed	  a	  Mass	  se?ng	  in	  1843	  for	  choir	  and	  organ;	  it	  became	  very	  
popular,	  not	  only	  in	  England,	  but	  in	  America,	  	  and	  he	  was	  known	  in	  church	  circles	  as	  
"Farmer	  in	  B-‐flat.”	  	  (“Great	  and	  Marvelous,”	  is	  one	  of	  the	  secIons	  of	  music	  within	  the	  
“Mass	  in	  B-‐flat.”)	  
	  
Like	  Gwen	  Whitehurst,	  who’s	  family	  were	  all	  musicians,	  and	  her	  brother	  Marvin,	  who	  
owned	  a	  music	  store,	  Henry	  Farmer	  was	  from	  a	  musical	  family,	  for	  his	  father,	  John	  
Farmer,	  was	  a	  celebrated	  glee	  singer;	  his	  nephew,	  also	  named	  John	  Farmer,	  was	  the	  
author	  of	  	  "Christ	  and	  His	  Soldiers";	  and	  his	  niece,	  Mrs.	  Bowman-‐Hart,	  was	  a	  well-‐
known	  teacher	  of	  music.	  
	  
He	  was	  civic	  minded,	  and	  was	  a	  Captain	  in	  the	  “Robin	  Hoods,”	  the	  local	  defense	  
Territorial	  Home	  Guards.	  
	  
	  



He	  was	  Organist	  at	  High	  Pavement	  Chapel	  
(Presbyterian),	  No;ngham,	  for	  over	  40	  years.	  The	  

organ	  was	  installed	  by	  the	  firm	  of	  J.	  C.	  Bishop	  and	  Son,	  
from	  a	  specificaGon	  by	  Henry	  Farmer,	  and	  included	  a	  

free	  reed	  Euphone	  8’	  in	  the	  Choir	  division.	  
His	  father,	  John	  Farmer,	  was	  present,	  at	  age	  83,	  to	  see	  
his	  son	  honored	  on	  his	  35th	  anniversary	  as	  organist.	  	  

The	  minister	  presented	  Henry	  with	  a	  mantel	  clock	  and	  
sliver	  cup.	  




